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Meeting Review – May 2011 

Sharon Bechtold – Pyrographer shared her art 

with FVWWC   

At the May general meeting, Sharon Bechtold 

of Bartlett, Il; shared her knowledge and talent 

for creating pyrography. Pyrography means 

"writing with fire" and is the traditional art of 

using a heated tip or wire to burn or scorch 

designs onto natural materials such as wood 

or leather. Burning can be done by means of a 

modern solid-point tool (similar to a soldering 

iron)  

Sharon is a master and has been doing 
pyrography since 1988, she has taught art 
both at the adult level and children’s classes. 
Since 2000 she has devoted herself to 
Pyrography, developing her own unique style, 
based on classical art principles, in order to 
render a realistic image guided by inspiration.  

Open  Board Positions – if you are interested in filling 

one of the positions opened when Linda & Charlie 

Christiansen resigned please contact Tom Sharp or Ron 

Gilkerson…….. 

Positions open are: 

• Correspondence -   Administrate over emails and 

other correspondence from members, vendors, and 

solicitations.   

• Newsletter -     Develop and send the newsletter 

monthly to members 

• Photographer -  Take photographs of show and tell 

items, presenters, and other pictures for the 

newsletter and web site 

• Raffle -  Conduct the raffle including purchasing 

new items, taking raffle money, and issuing tickets    

If you missed the presentation, you can 
check out her work at 
http://www.sharonbechtold.net/. 
 
Thank-you Sharon for a very 
entertaining and educational evening!  
 
In June we welcome Lance Dailey from 
the Habitat for Humanity’s Elgin 
ReStore.  Lance will introduce us to the 
work Habitat for Humanity does in the 
area and the items available at their 
stores. Hope to see all of you there! 
 

� 
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FVWWC Officers  & Staff 
President: Tom Sharp  
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Past President:  Ron Gilkerson  
 (630) 879-8756 

 rongilker@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President:  Matt Gauntt 

 
Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 

Secretary:  John Gesiakowski 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 Dcnfox127@aol.com 

 

Editor/Webmaster.:  John Gesiakowski  

    (interim) woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

            Rick Moss 

            Daniel Moss 

Raffles /  

Photographer:  Open  

 

Show & Tell MC:  Matt Gauntt 

 

Show Chairman:  Ed Schalk 

 

Toy Drive /   

Club Logo Items: Gail Madden  

  

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Ron Gilkerson 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

 

Shopsmith Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair: (630) 851-8118 
 sourceror@sbcglobal.net 

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen: mbrady25@comcast.net 

 Mike Bridger 

 bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

DATE TIME EVENT 

JUNE 

7
TH 

(TUES.)
 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool 
SIG In the lower 
conference room. 

MOVED 

TO 

JULY 

5
TH 

(TUES.) DUE 

TO WOOD 

SALE.
 

6:30PM FVWWC SHOPSMITH 

SIG HOLDS QUARTERLY 

MEETING IN VLAHN 

ROOM/M111 - 

MINISTRY CENTER 

JUNE 

7
TH 

(TUES.)
 

7:30PM FVWWC GENERAL 

MEETING: 

“WOOD MARKET” FOR 

MEMBERS AND 

FRIENDS -- WATCH FOR 

DETAILS! 

JUNE 

15
TH

 
(WED)

 

9:00AM FVWWC’S BREAKFAST 

CLUB:  

RED APPLE  

RESTAURANT  

414 S SCHMALE RD, 

CAROL STREAM, IL 

New Format for the 
Newsletter 

 
Please forgive the change in the format of 
the newsletter.  The newsletter format will 
be changing as we move forward with our 
search to find someone to take over as the 
editor. 
 
If you have a background in creating 
newsletters and would like to volunteer to 
put our newsletter together each month, 
please contact Tom Sharp or John 
Gesiakowski 
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In May, Raffle Chairman Charlie Christensen cleared his inventory of prizes and awarded the 
following items. Unfortunately the names of the winners were not available at the time of 

publishing but will be included in the July Newsletter.   Thanks for 
supporting your club! 
 

Due to the Raffle Chair vacancy there will not be a 
raffle at the June meeting.  The raffle will return 
when someone volunteers to take over. 
 

 

 

See you at the meeting! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FVWWC Agenda 
Tuesday, June 7th, 2011 
 
6:00 p.m.: Wood Sale 
                             Parking Lot 

6:30 p.m.: Hand Tool SIG 
                             Lower Conference Room 

7:30 p.m.: General Meeting 

 
Guest Speaker: 
Lance Dailey  
from the Fox Valley ReStore 
http://habitatnfv.org/~habitat/?q=content/restore-0 

FVWWC MONTHLY DRAWING 

Raffle Chair position is open... 
Please contact Tom Sharp if interested. 

Kerf 
 

What disappears 

when an eight-foot plank is sawn in 

half, yielding two less-than-four-foot 

boards,  

a solid term for what’s lost to the teeth 

of separation. 

 

Neither sawdust nor error,  

nor the labor of gremlins  

waiting to wreak havoc  

on perfectly accurate measurements. 

 

Kerf – you will know it by its absence, 

like divided attention.   

Small consolation:  

Each board as it’s halved  

releases both sides of a single scent, 

limewood for linen,  

pine for pine. 

 

By 

Erica Funhouser 
(Submitted by Howard Van Valzah) 
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Howard's Corner 
with Howard Van Valzah 
Aka: The Woodorker 
 

People often ask me when I started doing 

woodwork.  It is a complex answer so I usually say 

I learned from my Dad.  Actually he was more a 

metal worker but did woodworking as needed 

around the house.  Like many home owners had to 

do then and now there was always a weekend 

project of some kind and invariably I was the 

“gofer” who had to be on duty every weekend 

when I was not cutting the grass with a push 

mower and trimming with a handheld cutter 

operated at ground level.  If there was a clogged 

drain in the second floor bathroom he would start 

the job by going upstairs to look at it.  Then he 

would send his gofer down two flights of stairs to 

the basement to get a tool that he needed.  He 

seldom, if ever, asked for more than one tool on 

each trip, and he would often need ten different 

tools for a job.  And then I had to hold the 

flashlight exactly where needed.  Never ever would 

he allow me to do any of the work.  My job was to 

hold the flashlight and get tools, nothing else.   

      The exception was when he bought a 

Craftsman wood lathe.  He was a magician on a 

metal lathe but the hand held tools on the wood 

lathe troubled him.  And I was allowed to use the 

lathe after school on my own and acquired 

reasonably good skills, but never had the 

enthusiasm to become really good at it.  Over the 

years this has improved some but I am still not 

really skilled but I can make nice bowls and 

spindles as needed.  I’ve taken lessons from some 

wonderful teachers from around the world, but 

their huge talents have helped but  

I don’t have the enthusiasm to become really good 

at it, and probably never will.  In many cases I find 

that I can take Dad’s old metal lathe for a wood 

spin and get a credible result with no risk of a 

catch.  Making curves is very difficult but I can 

accomplish it with a rap and sandpaper.  And my 

two wood lathes are ready whenever the bug bites. 

     Now I am mostly interested in making furniture 

and chairs.  When I had to work with my Dad I 

was always on hand to watch what he did and I 

learned a lot about 

solving problems and 

making repairs.  But 

my opportunity to do it 

myself only came 

when I got married and 

had to acquire cheap 

tools and do the jobs 

myself.  When my son 

came along I made 

sure he learned by 

doing work under my 

guidance.  He learned OK but his interest was in 

electricity and eventually computers.  I encouraged 

him and he was able to wire 110 volts when he was 

in Kindergarten.  He built his first computer when 

he was in 8th grade and has built a fine career for 

himself in computer marketing.   

     But I keep forgetting why I chose to write all 

this.  When I was young and worked with my Dad 

he drove me crazy by holding up completing a 

project because he ran across something else which 

had to be done right away.  This could be 

sharpening a tool, straightening out a messed up 

area of the house or basement,  having to paint 

over a nick he had made in the wall behind the sink 

drain which no one would ever see, taking a rest 

because he was tired, or just fussing or fiddling 

around with something.  I wanted to get done with 

the job and go about my own business but he 

seemed to never be in a hurry.  He was going to do 

the job carefully and correctly no matter how much 

time it took.  And guess what, I have become that 

same guy, but I am not demanding a kid to stand 

by and watch me fuss and fiddle.  Now I call it 

taking pride in my work and demanding the best of 

myself on jobs I really care about.                
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully always entertaining. 

 

 

A Great Finishing Technique 
 

After showing my “medicine chest” at the last meeting during Show & Tell, a couple of our 

members asked me to write down the technique I used for finishing.  Before doing so, I 

have to give full credit for this method to Mike Madden. He is the one that taught me how 

to do it.  His “touch me, feel me” process is the envy of everyone that has had the pleasure 

of touching wood having this application.  The steps are: 

 

1. Dry sand project to 220. 

2. Prepare the area you doing the finishing by putting down a plastic sheet, tarp, or other protective 

cover.  You will no doubt have some drips before this is over.   

3. Apply Watco Danish oil to the surface of your project.  When I say apply, do not be squeamish about 

using the oil. What I mean to say is POUR some oil onto your project.  You should have a small pool 

on its surface and use it as a reservoir to spread the oil while you are sanding to other areas on your 

project.  Begin sanding with 220 grit wet/dry sanding paper on a rubber or wood block. If it gets dry 

in an area you are sanding, apply a little more oil in that area.  Don’t worry about being sloppy.  You 

will wipe everything off after each oil/sanding application.  If your project is large, oil/sand in 

sections.   

4. After you have given it a through sanding, add oil again to any dry areas and let it stand for about 15 

min. 

5. Wipe it dry with paper towels.  

6. If you have the time, let this coat dry (about 24 hrs.). Check it every 15 minutes for the first hour. 

You may see very small dots of oil re-emerge after wiping, especially on open pored woods like oak.  

They’re almost like little volcanoes spewing up a miniscule eruption.  Wipe these off.    

7. Continue this same procedure of wet sanding sequentially with 320, 400, 500, and 600 grit paper.  Be 

sure the sanding paper is for wet or dry sanding.  Traditional dry paper will fall apart.   

8. If you are in a hurry, as soon as you're done sanding with 240, wipe the slurry off completely, add 

more oil, and continue with the next highest grit. Do this to 600. The difference is that you won't be 

getting the "build up" of finish, but the oil and sanding portion will be done in one day. 

9. Be sure to spread the used paper towels out and allow them to dry.  Wadding them up and throwing 

them into the garbage is a recipe for a fire.  

10. After it is completely dry, at least 2 or 3 days, (a week would be better), you can wax the surface.  

For this there is a process as well.  A convenient kit for this is the Beall Wood Buff Kit (available at 

Woodcraft). It has 3 buffing wheels, each made of a different material and each having their own 

buffing compound. Start with Tripoli, a red compound, then White Diamond, and finish with 

Carnauba wax. The Tripoli is a true rubbing compound and smooths the surface.  The White 

Diamond is an even finer grit of compound for added smoothness.  The Carnauba wax is a very hard 

wax that leaves a glass-like surface. These steps can be done with no waiting in-between steps.  The 

directions come with the kit.   

 Continued on Page 6…… 
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For buffing, be aware that you will need either a hand held power buffer like the Milwaukee 5460-6 

(unfortunately Bosch does not currently make one) or a stationary buffer.  Regular drills or grinding wheels 

spin too fast.  Either buffer will benefit if an arbor attachments is added to extend the buffing wheel away 

from the motor in order for you to get into the corners of your project.  The difference between having a 

hand held buffer as opposed to a stationary buffer is the same as in other applications.  You bring the project 

to the stationary buffer.  If you are doing a book case, this is not so good.  For small projects, this is ideal.   

The hand held buffer is good for big projects.  For small ones it can be clamped to a bench and used as a 

stationary tool.  Because of this useful compromise, if you can only have one, the hand held buffer is better 

due to its versatility and as a bonus its lower in cost.  

 

The waxing step is the coup de grace of this finishing technique.  It can be omitted, substituted with hand 

waxing, or replaced with other single applications waxes, but the final finish left behind with this 3 step 

process is a subtle yet significant added luster and smoothness on any project.   

 

There are a couple of interesting issues with this whole process.  First, if you are using a stain that is 

incorporated into the Watco like Walnut, the amount of stain you get into the pores will be determined by 

how much you sand using the sequentially higher sanding grits.  If you sand heavily each time, you are 

smoothing the wood to the point where there is no place for the stain to lodge into the pores.  Thus, you do 

not get the larger contrast of light and dark grain color as you would under normal staining conditions. Be 

careful to sand evenly across the entire project.  Otherwise, you may have greater contrast in wood grain in 

one area than another.    

 

Also, I question how much depth there is to the finish.  You are continually sanding off the original build up 

if you sanding heavily with all the grits.  Also, there cannot be too much finish left if you do all the sanding 

steps in one setting.  Someone needs to do a little research on the finish thickness using this process and 

compare it to others.  I’m betting it may be a little thin.  On the other side of the coin however, I’ve used 

both these techniques on several pieces with no problem with wear showing up later.  Besides, even if you 

did get a wear spot and the wood is exposed, a little more Watco rubbed and wiped into the wood and voila, 

you have repaired the problem.   

 

If you try this technique, use a lot of oil and paper towels. Smile while you are doing it.  The technique is 

almost foolproof, the wood gremlins have great difficulty buggering up your work, and seeing your wife’s 

expression when she rubs her hand on your completed project will make the effort all worthwhile.   

President’s Sawdust Continued from Page 5…… 
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Show & Tell Items: 

 

• FRED RIZZA:  FISHING BY THE BAYOU INTARSIA AND PYROGRAPHY 

• MIKE BRIDGER:  SPRING POLE LATHE MADE OUT OF SOUTHERN PINE AT 

A CLASS WITH ROY UNDERHILL IN NC.  

• JEFF SMITH:  SHELF MADE FROM OAK AND BIRCH PLY.  

• JOHN SHOWALTER: HICKORY URN WITH NATURAL EDGE.  FINISHED 

WITH LACQUER 

• JEFF SMITH: SHELF MADE FROM SCRAP PIECES OF POPLAR AND 

PLYWOOD, NO FINISH 

• TOM SHARP:   MEDICINE CABINET MADE OF RED OAK FROM A TREE 

TAKEN FROM TOM’S YARD. FINISHED WITH WATCO USING THE METHOD 

DESCRIBED IN HIS MONTH’S PRESIDENT’S SAW DUST 

• LEE NYE: STUDENT DESK MADE FROM OAK AND MELAMINE, FINISHED 

WITH SATIN POLY 

• HARRY BRUNNER: GIRAFFE SCOOTER MADE FROM ASH, FINISHED WITH 

HOBBY PAINT AND TUNG OIL AND A ROCKING HORSE MADE FROM 

DOUGLAS FIR FINISHED WITH BLO. 

• DAVE DOCKSTADER:   SHOP SIGN OUT OF WALNUT AND BIRCH PLY 

FINISHED WITH BLO, VARNISH AND TERPENTINE. 
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� Reprinted from www.woodsmithtips.com, Free How-To Videos, 

Shop  
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Reprinted from www.woodsmithtips.com, Free How-To Videos, Shop 
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Period Furniture 
SIG 
July 13th, 2011 
 
 

This bi-monthly 
special interest 
group on period 
furniture meets at 
the Bosch 
National Training 
Facility, 
901 South 
Rohlwing Road, 
Addison, IL. 
The group will 

next meet on July 13th at 7pm. 
The topic of the presentation will 
be announced later. Members of 
the Fox Valley Woodworker’s 
Club or the DuPage Woodworkers 
are welcome to attend. 
 

Happy pins and tails, 

Tom Sharp 
thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

FVWWC’s 
Hand Tool SIG 
June 7th, 2011 
 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30, before the regular meeting 
at Bethany Lutheran in the lower 
conference room. Anyone  
interested in the 
use of hand tools 
is welcome to  
join us for 
discussion of this 
fascinating area of woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the 
experiences of using and caring 
for traditional hand tools. 
 
 
Hope to see you in there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 

ShopSmith SIG 
July 5th, 2011 
 
The ShopSmith SIG now meets 
quarterly. Please note, 
due to the special wood sales 
event scheduled for June, the 
quarterly June meeting will be 
moved to July. 
 

NEXT 
MEETING:  
July 5th – 

Homemade Accessories for the 
ShopSmith 
 
We meet 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm in 
the Vlahn Memorial Room/ 
#M111 of the Ministry Center 
next door to the church. 
Share your Shopsmith 
experience with us and find 
out what the rest of us have 
been up to with our machines. 
 
Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 
sourceror@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

 

 
 
Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month 
at 7:30 p.m. 
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 


