Make Your Workshop a "Man Cave"
Howard Van Valzah

Welcome
Over the years I have subscribed to four or five woodworking magazines that often
contain articles showing workshops of a variety of woodworkers. These shops usually
feature clean, organized, and very nicely maintained facilities. Walls are painted, lighting
is perfect, electrical outlets are everywhere. Dust collection is perfect and there is not a
speck of sawdust anywhere. Workbenches are often shop made and usually so are the
cabinets and tool boxes using exotic woods carefully cut to perfection. There is little
evidence of the breadth of the personality of the woodworker. It's as if the only interest
of the owner is woodworking. Once in awhile you can see a window to the out of doors.
My shop is quite different as you will see.
My workshop is in a 2200 square foot basement with one window well and three full
size ground level windows. The three all have antique stained glass window frames
installed in front of them so that the outside is viewed through some colored glass and
some open sections that have broken out over the years. The window well features
clear evidence that water occasionally has found its way through the window and down
the cement wall and evidence of many attempts to prevent it. Spider webs tend to
surround everything despite continuing efforts to eliminate them. And sawdust is
everywhere despite nine or ten dust collectors, all functional. But the remarkable thing
about my workshop is that it is a wonderful place to work because it is a clear reflection
of me and my personality. And I think your shop should also show your very own unique
place to work. Throughout my shop there are many non woodworking features that
represent my wide interests in life. Not long ago I was showing my shop to a couple of
high school acquaintances from my church. The young girl soon shouted out "this is
really a man cave", and I guess maybe it is, but that was the first time I had ever heard
the expression.
Architecture has been a lifelong field of interest for me. One of the two architecture
magazines that I subscribe to is Architectural Digest and I would like to repeat here the
final paragraph of a recent article about the multiple residences of Ralph Lauren.
"When asked about the essentials needed to bring a room to life, Lauren doesn't
name furniture, art, or even intangibles like mood or style. The key, he insists, is
creating interiors that capture the individuality of the owners. "A room doesn't come alive
at all without people," he says, "And there needs to be a sense of their connection to it."
so while Lauren is a visionary when it comes to conceiving worlds we want to live in,
perhaps more than anything it's his innate understanding of what gives a space its
beating heart that accounts for his decades of singular success."
You will see many evidences of my wonderful life and personality in my workshop. I
will never achieve the notoriety of Ralph Lauren, but I can tell you that everyone who
visits my workshop knows a lot about me. It is a dream workshop for me, as are all the
wonderful Ralph Lauren products which he admits are his dreams come true. ✎
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The Home Entrance
There are two entrances to my shop because there is a typical interior staircase and
also a staircase from the garage which is in a straight line and has a battery operated
chair lift which I use primarily as a freight elevator by holding things on my lap as I ride
it. The photos below show the two entry doors to my basement.
The photo below is a proposed logo for our local woodworking club which often
meets in my shop.

The lower door opens from the interior staircase and has an old family owned rip
saw attached to it with a label which says "Howard's Workshop". Welcome! ✎
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The Garage Entrance
The garage staircase features my "Art Gallery". See photo. It features Japanese art
work, Frank Lloyd Wright buildings and puzzles, antique hand planes, calendar art from
Williamsburg and Dartmouth College, Lee Valley Veritas picture puzzles featuring
antique tools, the Milwaukee Art Museum by Santiago Calatrava, and other art works
from rummage sales. Nothing of value but meaningful to me. It's who I am, my
pleasures and even my politics. You can also see behind the art wall my old golf clubs
that were a big part of my life when I was younger. What you can't see behind the wall
is my wet wood drying station with rough sawn boards separated by "stickers" to allow
drying air to pass through. ✎

3

The Fabricating Area
Now we will enter the shop from the garage basement door into what I call the
fabricating area. Here is where I process the rough sawn wood in 8/4 or 12/4
thicknesses which I like to buy for "inventory". You can see a table saw, a planer, a
jointer, a band saw, two miter saws, and three dust collectors. No personality shows
here, but look closer. On the left wall there is a corner of a framed poster identifying
many types of wood from various parts of the world. The poster was a give away at the
IWFS woodworking show in Atlanta GA. which I would recommend to every woodworker
I know. But you must have strong legs for walking a long way and a certain amount of
determination if you want cover the whole show. There is great amount of satisfaction
in taking a twisted, knot filled, rough sawn board and turn it into a square, flat, planed,
but unsanded beautiful board ready to be cut to exact size and shape for a component
in a piece of furniture. ✎
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Look at the table saw
closely in this picture and
you will see a shop made
starting lever, and a shop
made extension for rip
sawing. The motor
starting lever reduces the
effort required to push the
starting button
significantly, making it
possible to turn on the
motor without having to
look for the switch. The
fence extension supports
the work well before the
blade and squares it up
properly making dead
straight ripping much
easier.

This picture
shows
essential
supplies like
the fire
extinguisher
and air tool oil
along with a
wooden art
work I made
several years
ago named
Sunrise
featuring a red
knot hole sun
and woodgrain
clouds. ✎
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Wood Storage
This photo shows the back of
the fabricating shop with a shop
made wood storage bin for
different lengths of wood. Four
foot, three foot, two foot, and
one foot lengths are easily
reached from front or side.
Each piece is labeled with the
customary name size and
length. In the dark section you
can see the next wood storage
area for longer stock. The black
bags on the floor are the last
four of ten which I filled from
dust collectors on the last clean
up. You can't see the five file
boxes full of wood scraps
headed for the fire pit in the
back yard. You can bet the
"freight elevator" gets a workout
hauling all this stuff up the
basement stairs.

Sanding & Buffing
Now we will go on to the next room which
contains longer wood storage, two sanding
machines, a downdraft sanding table, a floor
mounted drill press, a 14" bandsaw, an air
compressor, the metal working department
with a metal lathe, metal bandsaw, metal
chop saw, a metal press brake, a tube
bender, and a wood or metal drilling and
milling machine. There is a huge banner on
the wall featuring Bosch Tools and a smaller
framed poster which shows drill and tap sizes
for most machine screws. It is a much used
reference and it is attractive in appearance. ✎
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The History Station
The "history" station includes the Antennas banner from my previous business
traveling to amateur radio Hamfests selling antennas made in my previous basement.
Then a bunch of odd stuff I have made over the years that could not find a home
anywhere else. Doesn't every woodworker have a "behind a curtain" collection? In front
of the clock are badges from previous events where I judged or spoke.
The plywood cabinet was made for a particular "customer" who didn't like it.
Sometimes you have to eat your mistakes that aren't really your fault. The unfinished
tower model of a Chinese skyscraper was made because I couldn't quite visualize it
from pictures so I made a model and it became very clear. The red covered box was
from my traveling antenna showroom. It carried the cash register on top and "whatever'
inside. My shirt and cap are also from the antenna operation. The hard hat was not. The
tall wooden "spear" was entered in a club contest to see what you could make from a
30" piece of 2 x 4. I didn't win. ✎
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My Wood Inventory
My wood storage area "inventory" is very difficult to get a decent picture, but I'll try.
There are four aisles, eight feet deep and eight feet high, shelves are two feet wide. My
big five horse power bandsaw can slice a 15-7/8" log with no problem but I do not have
space for log drying. The better quality woods are stacked vertically, top left, all others
are on shelves. All sizes of plywood are in one rack shown top right. ✎
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Sanding
Now we'll look at some
power sanding
equipment.Three dust
collectors are in this picture.
Also included is a heavy duty
buffing machine which can
make a big difference in the
appearance of a finished
project.

Metal Working
The metal working
department is at the end
of the sanding area. The
lathe belonged to my
father and was notable
as being the last civilian
lathe off the South Bend
Lathe production line
early in World War II. It
has a lot of memories for
me from my youth
learning how to use it,
and as a vital part of
making a small portable
mobile antenna which
characterized my
antenna business. It is
important to understand
that the metal lathe and
the milling/drilling
machine work equally well on wood and often with much better control than wood only
equipment. ✎
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Wall Decor
High on the wall in
this room is a large
Bosch Tool sign. I like
Bosch tools and have
several of them. Twice I
was invited to Bosch
meetings to review and
evaluate new products.
The reward for
participation was a new
Bosch drill. You've got to
like that and you also
appreciate their
willingness to listen to
real users.

Store Room
Hiding behind this room is
a store room shown below.
I'm a bit of a string saver so
it's really nice to have a
storeroom to put stuff you
might need someday. It's
amazing how often I dig
something out of there which
is just exactly what I need.
Notice my veneer supply
inside the triangular rack
along with extrusions,
aluminum tubing and fibre
tubing.Leading into the next
room there is a world map on
the back of the entry door
from the inside stairway.
When you don't know where
the country of origin for an
exotic wood really is, this is a
good reference. ✎
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Hat Collection

My woodworking hat collection is the first thing you see when you enter this room. I
always wear a hat when I'm working in the shop. Why? Because I like hats and I always
wear one outside. In the shop it keeps dust out of my hair. Note the green hat with the
white hand plane logo.
Look closely and you can see a gray stripe going across the brim which happens to
be Titebond II. It happened when I was hammering in a tight Festool Domino joint and
the glue pressure blew out the back side and ended up in my cap. Mistakes is how we
learn, right? ✎
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Where in the World ?
World Map On the back of the door leading to the inside staircase this world map
is attached for reference when finding out where the country of origin for an exotic wood
can be found. Also I have learned that countries come and go and names and
boundaries change. The doctors that travel the world to help out where ever they can
send out this updated map to solicit contributions. I help when I can but there are so
many worthy causes that it is difficult, if not impossible to support all of them you would
like to help. ✎
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Antique Tool
Hallway
The antique tool
display is opposite the
sanding tools. None of
these tools have a
significant value, but I like
them. They are fun to
clean up and give away to
people for household
decorations. Hand planes
are my favorites. Note the
nice watercolor golf hole
picture from Pinehurst
Golf Course where I
played years ago and did
quite well. There is a
carved couple of farm
people from an earlier
time. I bought them at a
rummage sale for two
bucks and thought they would look nice with my antique tools. If you look carefully at the
white box at the lady's feet you can see a sharpening stone with the it's box on top.
Note the selling price on the box, ten cents. What a deal! ✎
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This is the
corner of tool
cabinets behind my
workbench. Every
year I get a lot of
free? calendars
from which I like to
pick out interesting
pictures to hang up
in my shop. Isn't
that a lot more
interesting than just
a blank wall.
The American
flag is a relic from
my front yard, but
not really that old
because it has fifty
stars. It's just
weatherbeaten.

Hand Tools
This is the other
side of those tool
cabinets. I am very
proud of my
delightful collection
of Lie Nielsen Hand
planes on the lower
right shelf, and my
Ariou rasps shelf
above. I delight in
using quality tools
whenever I can
afford them. In
contrast, the red
screw-drivers kit
cost $4.00. ✎
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The Personalized Workbench
This workbench is very personable
because it was signed by many of my
Wood Club members when I was moving
out of the area. The bench was used by
Marc Adams when he gave a demo at a
club meeting. He signed the bench top
also.
I love the English Screwdrivers in the
rack because the handles are oval
shaped and the blade thickness is
designed to perfectly match the slot sizes
on different screws. They are a treasure.
Hand tools are the most enjoyable
tools you can own. You can feel the
wood being shaped or carved. You can
see exactly where your muscle effort is
being applied and determine if you have
reached the exact point you wanted. And
the most delightful part is that the only
noise you hear is the gentle sweet sound
of a tool being pushed into wood. There are 3 priceless Lie Nielsen chisels with
cocobolo handles.

Tool Boxes
Right next to the work
bench there are two steel tool
boxes filled with hand tools etc.
You might notice the big
wooden triangular square made
from a plan in Popular
Woodworking. On the wall is
clock that also reports
temperature and humidity
which is very important to
monitor when you have a lot of
wood stored in the area.The
yellow coil is an air line used for
tool power and blowing. My
favorite Japanese pull saw
hangs right beside the clock.
and a unique wooden hand
plane hangs above the red
toolbox. ✎
15

Battery Operated Tools
A full set of battery operated tools is nearby the bench. There are also two tools
missing; a blower and a reciprocating saw which I delight in using outdoors to cut down
small trees and large branches. The blower is great for using air for shop use when you
do not need to wait for the compressor to build air pressure. It's also good for blowing
the driveway outside. The drill capacity is half inch, the band saw is handy and so is the
flashlight. I have three batteries. And the best part is that they were all free when I
turned my old nicad set when the charger failed. ✎
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The Rest Room
The Restroom sign came from a
Rockler demonstration of their carving
tool CNC. The photo above it is from a
Dartmouth calendar shows the early
stage of building a huge bon fire for a
homecoming celebration. The hand
plane on the left is from a Lie Nielsen
calendar signed by Tom. The green
and copper watch on the right is a
dream acquisition for me. The metallic
looking rolls below it are planned to be
rolled out for flooring. They are foam
backed and comfortable to walk on.
Inside the bath room there is a hand sown sign that our daughter made for me when
I was traveling the country every weekend selling antennas at "hamfests" and living in
my truck sweet truck. The gold clock ad just happens to have my birth date indicated on
the clock face. The
frame on the left has
a picture of a large
windmill right next to
the Batavia IL City
Hall. I helped in the
construction by
cutting four large
curly cues to support
the deck. You can
see one against the
sky. The frame is
hinged to open a
hole in the the wall
through which a
person sitting on the
toilet can look
through and see the
TV across the room.
Also in the room are
three water color
prints of the famous
Pinehurst golf course
which I once played,
and did rather well. ✎
17

The Big
Room
Now we are in
the biggest and
last room in this
huge basement
workshop. You are
looking at a 4' x8'
sheet of plywood
resting on my
assembly table. I
had the good
fortune to have a
good woodworking
friend give me two
18" x 96" torsion
bench tops for
which I built
supports that can
hold them at
different levels.
The plywood sheet
was just used to support a project that required 48" of support. I have a ceiling mounted
dentist spotlight nearby to brighten the difficult to see parts for assembly.

Stained Glass
This is the stained glass work
bench. Above the bench is one of
three windows looking out on my
other big time consuming habit.
Gardening. The inlaid windows are
from an old church that was
disposing of them because there
were glass panels missing. All the
better for my viewing outside. I like
to include stained glass in as many
projects as I can because the glass
blends with wood so very nicely. ✎
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Hardware Bench
I call this my
hardware bench, and as
you can see there are
thousands of nuts and
bolts. But my major
supply of available
hardware is in my
storeroom behind the
shop. I love the South
bend Lathe clock. It
looks as old as my lathe.
There are four seating
devices leaning against
the bench which are for
my woodworking club
members who visit my
shop regularly for
meetings. The nice
wooden frame is a $3
rummage sale purchase
which I couldn't pass up. I will put some stained glass or a mirror in it one of these days.

The Office
This is my basement
office and design center as
well as the place where I
take my much needed
breaks. Note TV and audio
systems. The audio has
now been replaced with a
world-wide FM which gives
240 choices for just
classical music. Ain't
technology just great?
Sorry bout the lighting. If
you could see out that
window you would see my
step garden with beautiful
flowers at all 3 levels. ✎
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The "Catch All" Area
This is an old drafting table right next to my desk that is seldom used for drafting
work any more although the drafting machine is still in place. On the right in the
background you can see another stained glass window that came from an old home in
Oak Park Illinois which is famous for Frank Lloyd Wright homes, but I don't think this is
one of them. If it was, it would be worth a fortune.
In the center there are three photos of my days when I could play golf. My artificial
knees sort of took me out of the game which I really loved. The table top is used for
collecting current purchases or acquisitions which I take to my club meetings every two
months. I try to have the latest tools and gadgets for club members to look at and
evaluate. The rubber cement in the foreground is for use in mounting and framing
picture puzzles which I enjoy putting together and making frames for them. We have
them hanging all over the house now. There are a couple of puzzles in the lower right
corner waiting to be mounted and framed. The balsa wood airplane is there because it
is the least costly item in the Lie Nielsen catalog. Below the table is my woodworking
catalog file which I keep current. Beside it is a file where I keep pictures and drawings of
things I might like to make sometime if I ever run out of ideas on my own. The little sign
on the file cabinet says "I'll never forget good old Van a, aaah, what'is name." The file
cabinet holds office supplies, all my manuals etc. for everything in my shop organized
by product manufacturer mostly but some times by subject. ✎
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The Miscellaneous Workbench
This is
workbench for
miscellaneous work
supporting the
assembly table
functions. Yes,
another big red tool
box mostly filled
with tool duplication
that keeps me from
walking elsewhere
in the shop for a
needed tool here.
With a big shop like
mine, if I didn't
have tool
duplication in four
or five different
places I would
spend half my life
gathering tools for a job, and the other half of my life putting them back. On complex
jobs requiring many tools that are not duplicated I still do a lot of walking.
Please note the personality pictures above the bench and on a display board in the
background. There is a Pinehurst water color golf hole, an Audubon owl drawing, a Lie
Nielsen hand plane picture, and a lot of stuff on the panel at the end which includes a
picture of my tiny contribution to an award wining display made by the Chicago
Woodturners in competition.

Various Projects Bench
Here is the other side of that aisle
showing the puzzles section, the large
design and drawing table underneath
the puzzles, and the horizontal router
machine with deck controls. The
drooping wires above the lamp are for
a ceiling dust collector for the lathe
department in the background. On the
far left you will see one of the
strangest things I have ever collected.
It is a beer bottle with the brand name
"Totally Naked" brewed in New Clarus
Wisconsin, and I did drink the beer. ✎
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The Fireplace
On an outside wall between to full size windows is the first project I had after we
moved here, but first I had to electrify the whole basement and get all my tools
functioning. There was a smoke stack in place which made building the fireplace easier
except I built it on a raised platform with a blue tile top about 15"off the floor. That was to
make it easier to throw in shop wood scraps, but it made the slope of the connecting
stack too shallow for a comfortable "draw". As a result the downward air pressure in the
wintertime is so severe that it flattens out the fire and fills the room with smoke. I finally
figured out a way to get the fire burning the right way by using a blow torch to start
pushing heat up the chimney. The clock on the mantle is also shop made with Klock-it
help. ✎
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The Festool Shop
This is my Festool shop. It is
one of the great treasures of my
life, and it surely takes a treasure
to acquire it, and it is worth it.
Festools are designed for installers
etc. who need portability, but I
usually I do not need it, hence a
big stack of empty "systainer"
boxes. I love it for cutting a straight
edge on a rough cut board and the
great "domino" system for joinery.
The tools are all very powerful and
will keep cutting when others
would fail, but if you overload them
they just stop with a beep saying
"back off". The table with a variety
of clamping devices seen in the lower left corner are spectacular for holding work in
place while you cut with precision. There are a few things it won't do well, but with some
cleverness on your part you can make them work for you.

This closeup of the table shows
shows the shop made cabinet to hold
my fine collection of Festools which
include a drill, a pop up saw, a planer
with a mounting capability, the
domino mortiser, the router shown,
and the big 6" sander. You can see
one type of clamp to hold work in
place. Typical surface hold fasts
clamp the work in place. And I have a
well used mallet stored with the
handle through the hole in the bench
top. Other control devices are in the
back half of the table which is full of
holes to hold fixture etc. You can see
the green exhaust hose that
connects to all the tools so there is
very little dust in the air. The little yellow lamp is there to fool the dust collector that a
tool is running, allowing the vac for cleanup if necessary. ✎
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The Finishing Room
On the left are some of the supplies I use
to finish my woodworking projects.
Different finishes are in the cans on the
shelves while wood fillers and waxes are on the cabinet top. On the right are spray
cans often used for small jobs which include shellac and lacquer. Polishing cloths
appear in both pictures and are used with the final waxing. the stainless steel rack in
the right photo came from the Mars candy company surplus. It is really great because it
has several shelves which are used for drying.

Finishing Room Supplies
and Wall Art
Here are the many supplies
needed in the finishing room.
solvents on the right in gallon cans,
spray gun cleaner in the center, and
rags and spray cans on the left are
necessities. Plus empty glass jars
and plastic gloves all contribute to the
process.
I cannot remember where the
painting on the wall came from. I like
the colors in it and the "full of life"
impression it gives. But I think I
would like it better if it had brighter
colors. ✎
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Spray Room
This is the shop
made spray booth
which I use with
solvent based finishes.
At this particular time I
have the foam filters
uninstalled and laying
on the lazy susan disc I
use for turning work
being sprayed. There is
a decorative cover on
the outside that can be
closed tightly to keep
bugs where they
belong.

More of me Personally
This is the background for the
assembly table shown earlier but I
came back to it here because there
are four interesting postings. On
the left is a Dartmouth College
calendar with a big snowstorm on
campus. Up high is a bird singing
clock which always surprises
visitors when they hear it and look
around for birds. But that is not as
bad as the train clock in another
part of the room. When visitors
hear a big steam engine roaring
down the tracks they tend to duck
and get a frightened look in their
eyes. It's fun to watch them. I just enjoy the sounds. The big Moonraker movie poster
came from a company I worked for that made a 'Moonraker" CB antenna which was
huge and they bought a ton of these posters to promote the antenna. The poster on the
right is quite unusual and comes from Bridge City Tool Works. It shows one of their tools
alongside some tools from antiquity I think. ✎
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Favorite Pieces from my Shop
Now I would like to show you some of the fine pieces of work that have come out of
my shop. Each one has many mistakes that I always see, and fine woodworkers
everywhere will also see most of them but they are kind enough not to call it to
everyone's attention. When I work on an important piece it quite often starts out with
some valuable wood. That alone usually makes the piece look great and I count on it to
help hide imperfections in my efforts. Expensive wood also motivates me to be extra
careful to avoid making mistakes. I start out with the mental approach that time is not
important, quality workmanship is. I can do this because I choose, in most cases, not to
get paid for the work I do. I get immense satisfaction of doing the best work I can for
people I love and groups that I care about. Fortunately I am in a position where I can
afford to donate my work and I get satisfaction in working with the best wood Mother
Nature can offer me. I love the feel and the smell of fine wood and delight in making it
shine (not necessarily high gloss).

Entry Hall table, a modified Frank Lloyd Wright Design,
quarter sawn Oak and Walnut.
I added stained glass and LED lighting. My wife and I delivered it to our youngest
daughter in Connecticut squeezed in the back of our Honda CR-V. ✎
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Church Table
Church
Table,
Silver
Maple
book
matched
top with
natural
bark both
sides.
Ash legs.
The
angle at
the one
end is
the
sawing
angle of
the tree.

Cherry Hexagon Bowl
This is my favorite cherry
hexagon bowl.
But turning is not one of my
favorite woodworking activities. Note
the stained glass hex piece in green
as a delightful contrast to the cherry
wood.
I recently gave this bowl as a
graduation gift to a very talented
young lady. ✎
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People
Here's the
happy
woodworker, with
glasses, partial
teeth, two
artificial knees,
and just recently
hearing aids.
Heart surgery
probably coming
soon as fatigue
gets worse.

The Wonderful Lady
Now you
see the
wonderful
lady who
never
complains
about dust in
the house
and allows
me to have a
cash
allowance
each month
to spend on
tools. Can
you beat
that? ✎
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Custom Woodworking
A local church operated coffee shop asked me to make this waste station. I had a lot
of walnut shorts in my inventory so I bought a tongue and groove set and made all the
outside walls. The top was cut from a standard counter top. I had a great time sawing
that coffee cup in half using my glass cutting band saw with a diamond blade. ✎
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Summer
Passion
My summer
passion is gardening.
I revamped our
church garden that
no one was caring
for because it was
full of poison ivy. I
caught it myself, but
the results were
gratifying. The fun art
of gardening and
woodworking is that
the project changes
every day, making
new challenges.

Church
Chairs
A presider's
chair and an
assistant presider's
chair designed and
built for Cross &
Crown Church,
Walnut and White
Oak with stained
glass inserts. ✎
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Framed Puzzle
A Lee Valley drill puzzle with
shop made frame using
sassafras wood. I enjoy
assembling puzzles because it
challenges my brain but not my
body. The body challenge
comes making the frames. We
have almost all our wall space
filled with puzzle "art work".

Church Bench
I made this ipe
(teak type wood from
Central America) and
hickory bench for
church people to sit
and enjoy the
revamped garden. ✎
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Rocking Chair
Rocking chair in the Sam Maloof
model. Walnut and Spalted Maple. I
called it my Thumbs Up Chair. It now
belongs to our oldest daughter in
Troy Michigan. And we are hoping to
see our Sue rocking a great
granddaughter one of these days.

Side Table and White Oak Box
This side table is made of walnut and
commercial flooring with an inlay. The drawer
front is Black Limba ( a tropical wood) with a
walnut handle. There are two stained glass
yellow highlights on each side of the drawer
opening.
The White Oak box with a stained glass door
and a carrying handle was designed as a very
special carrying case. The interior holds a wine
bottle and two glasses for the enjoyment of the
carrier. And the glass lights up when plugged in
and the switch turned on. ✎
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George Nakashima Tradition Side Table
This side table is in the George Nakashima tradition. White oak top and curving
support, Walnut back and base. Both woods have been cut in such a way that they
have exceptionable grain patterns. ✎
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Closing
This ends the journey through my wonderful man cave. The message I am sending
you is that I believe your workshop should portray you, your interests, and your
complete personality. We all spend hundreds of hours in our shop. It is where we live
and breathe and it should feel like a home, not a factory. We are not just woodworkers.
We are interesting and creative people with a wonderful world to live in. Enjoy it for
yourself and your variety of interests. Your many friends and guests will also enjoy a
tour as they do in my shop, if you have more than just machinery to show them. ✎
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