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Meeting Review – June 2011 

SPEAKER: Lance Dailey – Habitat for 
Humanity  

The presenter for the June meeting was Lance 
Dailey from the Habitat for Humanity’s Elgin 
ReStore.  Lance's presentation provided a 
revealing look at the full scope of his 
organization. This includes being the bank, 
realtor, and builder of new homes and repairs.  
In addition to construction, the organization 
also owns several Restore shops that allow an 
outlet for contractor's extra supplies as well as 
a place to donate household goods. 
 

  
 

Note from the editor 

Greetings from your new newsletter editor. 

Filling the shoes of Linda Christiansen as 
FVWWC Newsletter Editor will be a difficult 
job – not to mention all the other functions 
she and Charlie provided to the club.  They 
certainly made an outstanding contribution 
over the years and I’m sure we all wish 
them the best in the future.  As you can 
see from the officer/staff listing on the next 
page, it has taken a number of individuals 
to replace them.  As a result, things may 
look a little different as we move forward, 
but have patience with the newbies and go 
with the flow.  For example, I have a lot to 
learn about formatting in Word – I can’t 
seem to get rid of that darned line above 
this column. We have a great club and I 
am pleased to help out as newsletter 
editor.  My email address is listed on the 
next page - feel free to send me comments 
and items you wish to offer for the 
newsletter.   

Lee 
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: Tom Sharp  
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Past President:  Ron Gilkerson  
 (630) 879-8756 

 rongilker@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President:  Matt Gauntt 

 
Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 

Secretary:  John Gesiakowski 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 Dcnfox127@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 (roadbiker123@gmail.com) 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

            Rick Moss 

            Daniel Moss 

 

Raffles:   Gail Madden  

 

Photographer:  Keith Roche 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Matt Gauntt 

 

Show Chairman:  Ed Schalk 

 

Toy Drive /   

Club Logo Items: Gail Madden  

  

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Ron Gilkerson 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

 

FVWWC Special Interest Groups 

 
Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

    

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

Period Furniture  Lee Nye 

SIG Chair:  roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

 

 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

DATE TIME EVENT 

JULY 

5
TH 

(TUES.)
 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool 
SIG In the lower 
conference room. 

MOVED 

TO 

JULY 

5
TH  

(TUES.) 

6:30PM FVWWC SHOPSMITH 

SIG HOLDS QUARTERLY 

MEETING IN VLAHN 

ROOM/M111 - 

MINISTRY CENTER 

JULY 

5
TH 

(TUES.)
 

7:30PM FVWWC GENERAL 

MEETING 

 

JULY 

18  

(MON) 

7:30 PM PERIOD FURNITURE 

SIG MEETING AT BOSCH 

TRAINING CENTER 

JULY 

20
TH

 
(WED)

 

9:00AM FVWWC’S BREAKFAST 

CLUB:  

RED APPLE  

RESTAURANT  

414 S SCHMALE RD, 

CAROL STREAM, IL 

 

mailto:thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rongilker@hotmail.com
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
mailto:Dcnfox127@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/July%20FVWWC/(roadbiker123@gmail.com)
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/July%20FVWWC/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
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July 5 Meeting Speaker – Wayne Barton 
 
(copied from Wayne’s website:  http://www.chipcarving.com/ ) 
 
Wayne Barton is an American-born professional woodcarver who lives in Park Ridge, 
Illinois with his Swiss wife, Marlies. First given an interest in woodcarving at the age of five 
under the tutelage of his Norwegian grandfather, he has had a serious interest in, and love 
for carving all his life. 
 
Wayne took his formal training in Brienz, Switzerland, the woodcarving center of that 
country. Although versed in all disciplines of carving, he specializes in chip carving and 
has devoted the last twenty-five years to its advancement. Single handedly, he has been the 
driving force of the recognition and renaissance chip carving has enjoyed in North America 
this past quarter century. 
 
Wayne Barton is the author of seven best selling books published in six countries and a 
video and all on chip carving. They are the most informative and instructional books and 
video on the subject available. He has developed the finest and the most popular chip 
carving knives used by more carvers than any other knives. These are the knives that have 
set the standard by which all others are judged. He also developed and pioneered the very 
popular ceramic sharpening stones in use today. 
 
Wayne is the founder of The Alpine School of Woodcarving, Ltd., the oldest establishment 
in North America specializing in, and dedicated to the education, training, teaching, and 
encouragement of chip carving. In addition, he teaches at a variety of other venues 
including colleges, clubs, institutions, and organizations across the United States, Canada, 
and in Switzerland. He is also a visiting artist/lecturer at the esteemed Chicago Art institute 
in Chicago, Il. His carvings are sought after by collectors and can be found in private 
collections around the world. 
 
Wayne Barton's work has been recognized and honored in special exhibition at the Swiss 
National Museum in Zurich, Switzerland. In 2005, he was named woodcarver of the year by 
Woodcarving Illustrated. Today, he continues carving, teaching and introducing others to 
this most enjoyable, decorative and easy-to-learn style of carving. 

  

http://www.chipcarving.com/
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully always entertaining. 

 

 

 
 

Choices 
 

Sometimes it’s good to think about why we make the choices we do.  A couple of 
days ago I was working on a small project in the shop.  During the process, I 
needed to make a straight line across the board I was working on.  To do so, I 
reached into my handy cabinet of tools under the bench and grabbed my Starrett 
combination square.  Now, I have at least five different squares that I could have 
reached for.  All of them would have done the job.  However, that Starrett is my 
favorite.  Anytime I can use it, I do.  Similarly, I have a half-dozen block planes in the bottom shelf.   
Just like my combination square choice, when I have a little planing job, I go for my wonderful Lie 
Nielsen, easily the best block plane I have.   
Now here is a big inconsistency.  I happen to have a Bridge City smoothing plane.   The plane is 
like owning a jewel with a fine rosewood handle attached to it.  I mention this not to brag (well, 
maybe a little) but to point out that it’s been sitting in a drawer and I haven’t used it even when I 
have the opportunity.  What am I going to do with this tool if I hesitate to pass shavings through it?  
Pass it on?  Why would I want my son to use it if I don’t?  Maybe I should put it in a case and just 
stare at it, placing it in the same category as my wife’s Hummel’s in the China cabinet.  When I 
really think about it, I’ve been foolish about this choice.  I should pull that tool out every chance I 
have and make it sing.  
 
I share this epiphany as a challenge. Are you holding back on using a tool, accessory, gauge, or 
other piece of equipment and not using it because it’s too nice?   If so, get that tool out and get 
some sawdust on it.  Don’t set it on the mantle and let it collect dust.  A hunk of wood can be used 
to hold down magazines.  There is no reason to use it as a paperweight to hold down those 
magazines you’ve stacked in the corner.  
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Good News!  Gail Madden has stepped up to run our monthly raffle 

drawing (with assistance from Norm Masur).   
 

 

(I’ll try to post the winner names and prizes in this space in future 
newsletters – Lee)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FVWWC MONTHLY DRAWING 

Library Notes 
 
The FVWWC Library cabinet is complete (see picture on Show and Tell Pages below).   
It will make its debut at the July meeting.  You will note a number of changes between the 
new and the old cabinet.  First, all 1176 magazines in the club's collection are now 
available for checkout.  These include selected issues of American How-To, American 
Woodturner, American Woodworker, Chip Chats, Family Handyman, Hands On, Handy, 
Popular Woodworking, Sawmill and Woodlot, ShopNotes, The Gristmill, Today's 
Woodworker, Weekend Woodcrafts, Weekend Woodworking Projects, Wood Carving 
Illustrated, Woodshop News, Woodsmith, Woodwork, Woodworker's Journal, and 
Workbench.  The club also has available an index of many of the articles in those 
magazines.  Just stop by the library table to check them out.  Also, we now have sufficient 
room to store all 448 books from the club library.  This almost doubles the number of books 
a member can check out.  Note that these are no longer stored in numerical order, but by 
general woodworking topic.  You don't have to read through all the titles to find a book that 
interests you.  These topics include: "Wood & Woodworking," "Workshops," "Hand Tools," 
"Power Tools," "Table Saw," "Radial Arm Saw," "Band Saw," "Drill Press," "Router / 
Shaper," "Scroll Saw," "Scroll Saw Patterns," "Tips and Techniques," Intarsia," "Wood 
Turning," "Pyrography," "Joinery," "Carving," "Veneering, Marquetry and Inlay," "Finishing," 
"Furniture Restoration," "Finish Carpentry," "Renovation," "Projects - General," "Projects - 
Outdoor," "Cabinetmaking," "Period Furniture," "Desks, Tables, and Chairs," "Clocks," 
"Kids Furniture," "Toys," "Small Boxes," "Bird Houses," "Storage," "Shelves & Bookcases," 
"Chests," "Musical Instruments," and "Framing."  Listings of each topic are available at the 
library table.  Finally, you'll find one other thing that was completely missing in the old 
library - SPACE.  We have room to grow.  Please stop by and check out all the new 
features of the library. 
 
Dave Dockstader 
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Howard's Corner 
with Howard Van Valzah 
Aka: The Woodorker 
 

At the last meeting several members mentioned that they had 
experienced the same type of relationship with their father as I mentioned 
in my last column.  Now, just this week I detected another characteristic of 
my father’s which I have also acquired.  Whenever a tool couldn’t be 
found in its’ rightful place my Dad always blamed me, until we found it 
where he had left it.  Recently I could not find something that was not 
where it belonged and I was sure my wife must have done something with 
it.  She said she had no idea where it went and I knew enough to say 
nothing more.  Today “out of a clear blue sky” I thought I might know where it was, and sure 
enough it was there.  Now I will tell my wife about it and laugh it off as senility. 
 
The point of this column is to bring up a topic which is hard for me to report because it shows my 
ignorance about something I should know more about.  All of you who were at the last meeting 
saw the table I have made for my daughter in Connecticut.  The table top appeared to be very 
attractive and perfectly smooth to the touch.  Several club members were aware that it just didn’t 
look good at certain angles and mentioned it to me kindly.  I mentioned in my short talk that I was 
not very happy with polyurethane finish and some members offered some solutions which were 
very helpful.  So I went back to the drawing board as they say and sanded off all ten coats.  It was 
very time consuming.  In the interim I was in a Rockler store in Michigan and picked up a can of 
Pre Cat Urethane from General Finishes.  The instructions say it dries in minutes, is water based, 
and perfectly clear.  That sounds like exactly what I like about using Lacquer that does not have 
the protective specs that urethane has.  Today I  
will start spraying and will hope for improved results.  I also decided to change something else 
from the previous finish.  This time I am going to use the stain only on the oak and so it will not 
darken the walnut and hide the grain.  I did that yesterday and it seems to have worked well, but 
masking a stain is not easy.  I used blue tape covered with “Waxlit” which seems to have 
prevented the stain from penetrating the tape.  So far so good!  
 
I did learn a lesson from this experience which I would like to share with you.  Testing out a finish 
before you use it, as I did, is not enough.  I did it and it looked great on a nice flat piece of oak 
wood about 8 x 12 inches.  I did it on a smaller sample of walnut and was satisfied.  What I had 
overlooked was that the table was a lot bigger, and only the top was flat.  But actually the table top 
was not perfectly flat so that when I sanded between coats, the high spots were sanded down to 
bare wood wiping out the stained color and leaving low spots unsanded.  Bad new on both counts.  
Also the small sample did not reveal the polyurethanes nasty habit of running very slowly as it is 
drying, which resulted in what I called “drip carving” because I used a very sharp paring chisel to 
remove the drips.  But urethane then leaves a ring around the drips representing the layers of 
finish.  I touched these up with stain and that worked fairly well so I don’t think I have to redo the 
whole table.  One of our members mentioned that polyurethane should be thinned before using 
and, from experience I would agree that it is a good idea.  If this recovery effort works as 
satisfactorily as I hope I will try to bring the table back again next month. 
 
Howard 
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DuPage Woodworkers Club Annual Auction  
 
Our friends in the DuPage Woodworkers Club are having their annual auction on 
Saturday, July 30.  The auction starts at 9 am and everyone is invited. Setup will begin 
at 8 am. Even if you aren’t selling, you may want to be there early to look through the 
items for sale.  If you are starting out in woodworking or are just a tool junkie, this is the 
event for you.  There are bargains galore! Sell your surplus woodworking items and 
return home with even more!  Past auctions have lasted for 3 to 4 hours with a vast 
array of tools on sale, so bring sufficient cash and patience.   
Rules: 
•Items must be of a woodworking nature. 
•All items are guaranteed by the seller to be in working order unless specified, “As is.” 
•Sellers have the right to bid on their items to protect the selling price. 
•No large quantities of lumber. (Stock must be reduced in size so one person can carry 
it.) 
•Cash is the method of payment. 
•Auctioneer, for the purpose of expediting the sale, may group low value items. 
•Items will be sold in the order of registration. Non-DuPage sellers will alternate 
between DuPage members. 
•A 10% selling fee will be charged on items sold for non-DuPage Woodworking Club 
members (rounded to the nearest dollar.) 
•Once an item is sold, the buyer is responsible for that item. 
•All buyers and sellers must register and have a buyer’s number to participate. 
•If a seller must leave before the auction ends, the club will issue a check for the seller’s 
proceeds. 
•At the end of the auction it is the responsibility of each seller to remove all of his or her 
unsold items. 
•This is meant to be a fun event. Common sense will prevail. 
 
AUCTION LOCATION 
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Show & Tell Items: 
 

1. DAVE DOCKSTADER – DOCKSTADER’S FOLLY – LIBRARY BOOKCASE, BIRCH FACED 

MDF   
FINISH: WATCO  OIL & MIKE MADDEN’S SPECIAL WAX 
 

 
 
 
 

2. DAVE DOCKSTADER – NAME PUZZLE, BIRCH PLYWOOD          
FINISH: TURPENTINE/VARNISH/BLO 
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3. HOWARD VAN VALZAH – HALL TABLE – WALNUT & QTR. SAWN OAK     
FINISH:  POLYURETHANE 
 

 
 
 

 
4. FRED RIZZA – PIANO BENCH, POPLAR & MAPLE     

FINISH:  ALCOHOL STAIN & ACRYLIC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. TIFFANY HAYES – TABLE, WALNUT, CHERRY, MDF, MAPLE,  
WALNUT- MAHOGANY VENEER,       

FINISH:  RED OAK STAIN, GOLDEN OAK STAIN & LACQUER 
(NO PHOTO) 
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6. DOUG PFAFF – BED HOUSE, MDF     
FINISH:  PAINT 
 

 
 
 
 
 

7. JEFF SMITH – LASER, WALNUT, BOX ELDER, MAPLE,  
FINISHED WITH KRYLON, WALNUT STAIN.   
NOTE; THE BOX ELDER WAS BANDSAWN AND MILLED FROM A TREE BRANCH 
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Period 

Furniture SIG 
July 18th, 2011 

 
This bi-monthly (odd 
numbered months) special 

interest group on 
period furniture 
meets at the 
Bosch National 
Training Facility, 
901 South 
Rohlwing Road, 
Addison, IL. 
The group will 

next meet on Monday, July 
18th, at 7pm. The topic of the 
presentation will be Queen 
Anne Cabriole Leg 
Construction by Don Carkhuff. 
Members of the Fox Valley 
Woodworker’s Club or the 
DuPage Woodworkers are 
welcome to attend. 

 

Lee Nye 
roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 
Hand Tool SIG 

July 5th, 2011 
 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran 
in the lower conference room. 
Anyone  
interested in the 
use of hand tools 
is welcome to  
join us for 
discussion of this fascinating 
area of woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the 
experiences of using and 
caring for traditional hand 
tools. 
 
 
Hope to see you in there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 
ShopSmith SIG 
July 5th, 2011 

 
The ShopSmith SIG now 
meets quarterly. Please note, 
due to the special wood 
sales event held in June, the 
quarterly June meeting was 
moved to July. 
 

NEXT MEETING 
TOPIC:  
Homemade Accessories for 
the ShopSmith. 
 
We meet 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
in the Vlahn Memorial Room/ 
#M111 of the Ministry Center 
next door to the church. 
Share your Shopsmith 
experience with us and find 
out what the rest of us have 
been up to with our 
machines. 
 

Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 
sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 
FVWWC Agenda 

Tuesday, July 5th, 2011 
 

6:30 p.m.: Hand Tool SIG 
Lower Conference Room 
6:30 p.m.: Shopsmith SIG 

Vlahn Rm /  M111 
7:30 p.m.: General Meeting 

Guest Speaker: Wayne Barton, 
Woodcarver 

 

mailto:sourceror@sbcglobal.net
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month 
at 7:30 p.m. 
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 


