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Cabinet Construction
by Wade Ellis
This month’s speaker, Wade Ellis, came highly
recommended by our club president as a
highly skilled custom cabinetmaker. Wade
designed, produced, and installed the cabinets
in Tom Sharp’s kitchen. Much of the
hardwood Wade uses in his cabinets is milled
from logs using a Woodmizer bandsaw mill
and dried in his own electric kiln. This gives
him lower costs and better selections of
material for color and grain match. He uses
mostly ½ inch plywood for his cabinet cases to
simplify material stocking and for superior
cabinet strength. Top coat finish is a 2 part
catalyzed lacquer.
Wade uses a Kreg Precision Beaded Face
Frame System to join his stiles and rails and
add a nice decorative bead to the edges. This
system works with a router table to produce a
professional looking result with consistency
and efficiency. There was a lot of interest
expressed in this product as the resulting
joinery and bead looked great. While much
more affordable than specialized machinery, it
is still a little pricey for a hobbyist – around
$380 for the system. I understand that
Woodcraft Woodridge may have a unit in the
store.

While Wade makes all his face frames,
doors, drawer fronts and carcases, he does
outsource his drawer boxes to Walzcraft
(one of our past presenters). It is hard to
beat their efficiency and quality.
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Silent Auction
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our
programming and awards is via the items
donated for the silent auction table. While
many of us are notorious packrats, at some
point you have to give in and clean out your
stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood,
and other supplies. That way you can free up
room to get more stuff! So, get on the ball and
dig through your workshop shelves, toolboxes,
and cabinets for items someone else might
want. It’s a three way win – you get more
space, the club gets some cash, and the buyer
gets something he needs.
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June
Calendar of Events
Date
June 5
(Tues)
June 5
(Tues)
June 20
(Wed)

Time
7:30PM
6:30PM
9:00AM

Event
FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Hand Tool SIG
FVWWC Breakfast Club
Red Apple Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd.

July
Calendar of Events
Date
July 10
(Tues)
July 10
(Tues)
July 18
(Wed)

Time
6:30PM

Event
FVWWC Hand Tool SIG

7:30PM

FVWWC General
Meeting
9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club
Red Apple Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd
th
Note: Due to July 4 holiday, the July
general meeting is on the SECOND Tuesday.

Period Furniture
Special Interest Group
No meetings are scheduled for the Summer –
we are looking for a new meeting location and
speakers for future meetings. Any
suggestions as to suitable (i.e., free) meeting
locations and topics / speakers are welcome.
I will be posting meetings and events for the
Society of American Period Furniture Makers
(SAPFM) as they are scheduled.
Lee Nye
Period SIG Chair

June 5, 2012
FVWWC General Meeting
Presentation
Jason Swanson
Turning a Pepper Mill
Jason Swanson is a wood artist, instructor,
and demonstrator who has been a Wisconsin
resident for over 38 years. Over the years he
has been involved in many different aspects of
woodworking including forestry, sawmilling and
kiln drying, lumber, cabinetmaking, gallery
furniture making and design, and woodturning.
Jason's work has been displayed in galleries
and has won numerous awards. But simply
sawing down trees, drying lumber, and building
wasn't enough to satisfy.
Jason wanted to others realize their
woodworking dreams and passions like he had
so he started instructing various classes at his
local Woodcraft store in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
This led to further teaching/ demonstrating
engagements at Folk Art Schools such as
John C Campbell Folk Art School located in
Brasstown, North Carolina as well as
instructional workshops from his own studio or
woodworking/woodturning clubs throughout
the United States. He was a demonstrator at
the Inaugural 2008 TURN-ON! Chicago
Symposium.
Jason is a member of the AAW (American
Association of Woodturners), the IAP
(International Association of Penturners), the
Chicago Woodturners club, and has served on
the Board of Directors and is the current
President of the Milwaukee Area Woodturners:
Jason has been quoted as saying, "If my eyes
are open, chances are I'm doing something
with wood." One might say he has dedicated
his life to wood and helping others enjoy wood
as much as he has.
See more on Jason’s website:
http://www.wiwoodguy.com/

Raffle Winners:
Tom Sprain
Tom Prucher
Ron Gilkerson

Irwin Clamps
Parts Cabinet
Bosch Jigsaw*

Silent Auction Winners:
Paul Dehnert
Steve Fox
Ed Schalk

Sandpaper and sanding discs
Flatbed wagon
FVWWC embroidered shirt

*Donated to the club and sold at auction – thanks Ron!

(Thanks to Howard for the cartoons)

President’s Sawdust
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC
The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully
always entertaining.

The Table and the Plane
The auction at the jewelry store would be tomorrow. He would be there accompanied
by his grandmother. The owners were retiring, the jewelry had already been sold and
the only remaining articles were the store furnishings. One of those furnishings was a
small table. The man’s grandfather had made it many years ago for the store’s owner.
His grandfather had been a noted woodworker in his time and was famous for his fine
work. The table was made of tiger maple and was as beautiful as it was simple. It had
straight tapered legs with a single drawer under the table’s top. The jeweler had
commissioned it in order to display his finest pieces. Often, the figure in the wood and
the shine of its surface would be greater than those objects set upon it. The man knew
there had been an identical table made at the same time. He had seen it as often as
he had visited his grandmother’s home before a furnace fire had destroyed the house
and its contents. His grandmother had told him the story about the table many times.
The jeweler needed a table. His grandfather needed a ring because he was to wed
grandmother soon. The agreement, according to grandmother, was a trade of the
table for a ring.
The grandfather had told him a slightly different story but it was never to be repeated,
especially to his grandmother. The grandfather had confided that the table was not
quite enough. In addition to the table, his grandfather had to give up his prized block
plane as well. The plane had been a gift from his betrothed. It was worth it he said.
When he had given the ring to her, she had wept. She never dreamed of ever owning
a diamond. Grandmother was given her table at the time grandfather had proposed.
He had told her it was her wedding present from him. Then he told her to look in the
drawer. He had placed the ring inside. When it came time to sell the table, the man
and his grandmother were front and center in front of the auctioneer. There were a few
bids from others but few knew neither its true material value nor the sentiment behind
it. They won the bid. When they got the table home the man watched as the
grandmother slowly open the drawer, reminiscing of the day when she had done it for
the first time. And then she reached into and behind the drawer and pulled. The
drawer then revealed a back compartment. She knew about the compartment and had
used it on her former table to hide away her most expensive jewelry. This
compartment was not empty. Inside, laid the cherished block plane that grandfather
had bartered for the diamond ring. The man slowly picked it up. Now he would
become the second generation to use it.

Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

I love retirement. Medicare keeps me alive and I have a
lifetime collection of wonderful tools, plus a fantastic wife who
likes to take care of me whether I need it or not. I will avoid
the political aspect that controls my life’s financial situation
because it is very sensitive in an election year. The only
problem I have is that I don’t get as much time in my
workshop as I would like and that is mostly because my wife
and I have several other interests in our lives, like family,
classical music, theater, church activities and in this time of our lives wakes and
funerals, graduations and a wedding today. And this time of year yard work and
gardening are demanding. And unfortunately my physical capabilities diminish day by
day. All this adds up to a truly wonderful life! I am grateful.
Progress on my large redwood table has been slow because of having to make
several design modifications for structural integrity and extreme difficulty with
finishing. I’ve had to sand off two complete finishes that I was not satisfied with both
involving multiple coats. Finally I found an outdoor finish which appears to be working
well where I have applied it on the bottom side where appearance is not overly
critical. It’s called Pre Cat Polyester and is water based which dries in a half hour or
less, making multiple coats much quicker with less dust accumulation. It can be
sprayed or brushed, but I found spraying has much happier results but it has some
complications too which I have found ways to deal with it. Quite soon I will be able to
turn the tables over and deal with the top surface. That is going to lead to some new
problems. The redwood surface is about fifty percent redwood and whitewood, and
there is beautiful figure. The problem is the redwood does not appear red enough and
on the bottom side required a darkening red stain which worked fine because there
was no whitewood to be concerned about. The figure on the top is not linear; in fact it
is just the opposite, which will make staining very difficult to apply only to the redwood
while avoiding the whitewood. The water finish is absolutely clear and will not change
the color of anything, in fact, making the finish appear unnatural. I will have to make
many finishing tests to get what will look right, but I don’t have much wood drop offs
that have both red and white wood. So it is going to be a challenge and that is what
makes woodworking fun for me. I dislike production work because I get bored quickly,
but when I have very difficult challenges requiring many different ways to solve the
problems using a variety of tools and equipment, I am having fun even though
sometimes I don’t like to admit it until I get the job done right.

Editor’s Woodfiller
This month’s topic is a report on the May 21 Period Furniture SIG meeting which was held at Don
Carkhuff’s home in Darien. Our presenter was David Gooding - David is the Society of American
Period Furniture Makers (SAPFM) Chapter Coordinator for our region (Rock River Chapter). He
brought three period spice cabinets for us to examine and discuss. Each piece was designed using
photos of 18th century originals for inspiration and whatever measurements and construction details
he was able to find. Spice cabinets (and imported spices) were a mark of affluence and refinement in
the homes of the prosperous upper-crust during the 18th century. Many were produced in Chester
County, PA. David did depart from tradition somewhat in the use of higher quality materials for the
secondary non-show surfaces – cherry drawer sides, cedar drawer bottoms, and even cherry raised
panels on cabinet backs.

David built the second of this cabinet after receiving an offer he could
not refuse for the first one. Note the beautiful book matched veneers on
the drawer fronts and the raised panel construction on the back.
He draws his plans full size (non-CAD) in order to decide on scale and
design features.

These two smaller cabinets have great string inlay detail on the doors. All cabinets have the requisite
secret compartments typical of the period. Thanks David for bringing these great projects to our
meeting and sharing your methods of design, construction, and finishing.

Don Carkhuff gave the group a tour of his home and
shop – he has made almost all of the hard furniture
pieces in his home. His secretary desk and display
cabinet can be seen behind David’s picture above.
Very nice. Don’s shop was full of interesting tools and
jigs he has built or modified. One that caught my
attention was this shop-made mortising table. Don
started with a Woodsmith magazine design and added a
few features of his own.
Thanks Don for your hospitality.

Lee

SHOW AND TELL

Mike Brady
Project: Small Stool (no photo)
Wood: Cherry
Finish: Oil / Varnish

Wayne Maier
Project: Table (no photo)
Wood: Maple
Finish: Linseed

Ed Schalk
Project: Double Heart Box
Wood: Mulberry
Finish: Danish Oil

SHOW AND TELL

Fred Rizza
Project: Wine and Glass Rack
(no photo)
Wood: Walnut
Finish: Oil stain and Deft

Jeff Smith

Project #1: Maple Drawer
Front (no finish)
Project #2: Ash Snack Tray
Finish: Salad bowl oil
(no photos)

Jim Cummings
Project: Wood Storage Rack
Inexpensive and ultra sturdy
lumber storage rack from
Menards

SHOW AND TELL

Arnie Bandstra

Project: Trestle Hearth Stool
Wood: Catalpa
Finish: wipe-on-poly

Tom Sprain
Project: Toy - skid steer
(no photo)
Wood: Walnut and Ash
Finish: Poly

Ron Gilkerson and Fred Rizza
Project: Bathroom Vanity
Wood: Walnut (from 200 year
old tree)
Finish: General finish

Next FVWWC Meeting
Tuesday, June 5, 2012
7:30 pm

Jason Swanson
Turning a Pepper Mill
.

Period Furniture
SIG

Hand Tool
SIG

ShopSmith
SIG

TBD

June 5, 2012

TBD

This special interest
group on period
furniture usually
meets on the 3rd
Monday of odd
numbered months.
The next meeting
is yet to be
scheduled. We
will no longer be
meeting at the
Bosch Training Center and
need a new location.

Members of the Fox Valley
and the DuPage
Woodworker’s Clubs are
welcome to attend.

The Hand Tool SIG meets,
January through November, at
6:30 pm, before the regular
meeting at Bethany Lutheran
in the lower
conference
room. Anyone
interested in
the use of hand tools is
welcome to
join us for discussion of this
fascinating area of
woodworking.
We will learn by sharing the
experiences of using and
caring for traditional hand
tools.

roadbiker123@gmail.com

NEXT MEETING
TBD:
Stay tuned for
exact date and location.

Share your Shopsmith
experience with us and find
out what the rest of us have
been up to with our
machines.

Hope to see you in there!

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Lee Nye

The ShopSmith SIG meets
quarterly.

Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

Dave Dockstader
630-851-8118

sourceror@sbcglobal.net

Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month
at 7:30 pm (except this July – see
schedule).
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!

