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March 2019 

Date Time Event 

 

March 5 

(Tues) 

 

6:30PM 

  

Hand Tool SIG 

Scroll Saw SIG 

ShopSmith SIG 

 

March 5 

(Tues) 

7:30PM 

  

General Meeting 

March 20 

(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 

Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

April 2019 

Date Time Event 

 

April 2 

(Tues) 

 

6:30PM 

  

Hand Tool SIG 

Scroll Saw SIG 

ShopSmith SIG 

 

April 2 

(Tues) 

7:30PM 

  

General Meeting 

April 17 

(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 

Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

March 5, 2019 Program 

Arnie Bandstra 

The history of & making a  

Thomas Jefferson desk  
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FVWWC Opportunities  

Fundamentals SIG Leader   

Tom Zillman our Fun SIG leader has a work conflict for our Tuesday night meetings.  As a result, 

we need a member to step up and replace him for this position.  Even if you are new to wood-

working, you could lead this group.  Think of the topics of interest and you will find many mem-

bers among us who are knowledgeable and willing to share.   

 

Da Big Raffle! 

The Big Raffle did survive the February freeze.  It will re-
turn again on March 5. As mentioned last month the cur-
rent raffle item is something everyone can use in their 
shop.  It is a $75.00 Woodcraft gift card.  There will be not 
just one winner but 2 lucky ticket holders.  Each will re-
ceive a $75.00 gift card.  You can then go to Woodcraft 
and purchase that tool you have been drooling over or an 
accessory for a tool you already own or some sup-
plies.  Tickets for the drawing are $5 each, 3 for $10, 
available at the February meeting and for members only. 

Norm Musur & Bill Knudson 

 Raffle and Silent Auction Committee 

  

 

Share Your Tip and Jig Ideas 

Wish you could spend a little more time at show and tell explaining your construction tips or jigs?  

Well, the show and tell time limits are necessary to make sure we give our presenters adequate 

time for their program. Still, there is another avenue left for you to express your ideas.  Write an 

article for the newsletter with a couple of photos to help illustrate it. If you email it to               

woodworkers@fvwwc.org , I will be glad to include it in a future newsletter.   

Lee Nye 

Newsletter Editor 

 

Special Thanks  to John Gesiakowski for the Show and Tell Photos this month. 
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As we said last month, we will be updating our DVD magazine collections when we can.  The first 

has arrived.  We now have Fine Woodworking for 1975 – 2018 available in the library. 

The library accepts donations of woodworking books you no longer want.  For instance, thanks to 

the generosity of our president, Tom Sharp, we have added the following six books to the library: 

Cutting Edge Table Saw Tips & Tricks  Kenneth Burton 
Terrific 2X4 Furniture     Stevie Henderson 
Jointers And Planers     Rick Peters 
The Practical Handbook Of Furniture Refinishing John Savage 
Popular Mechanics Complete Book Of Furniture Len Hilts 
Practical Veneering     Charles Hayward 

If we already have the book in the library, we will include it in our next library sale.  Tom also donat-

ed twelve books for the sale. 

Finally, if you have a topic or a book you think should be added to the library, just let the librarian 

know or send an email to Resource@FVWWC.org.  And if you have a project that may be con-

tained in one of our magazines, just let the librarian know or send a query to that same address.  

We’ll be happy to research it for you. 

Bigger Discount from Hartville Tool.   

Hartville Tool Customer Service asked us to inform our members that their club discount is 15%, 

not 10%.  Just let them know you are a FVWWC member when you place your order. 

mailto:Resource@FVWWC.org
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SHOW AND TELL 

February 5, 2019 Meeting 

 

Arnie Bandstra 

Project: House Sign 

Wood:  Catalpa 

Finish:  Marine Varnish 

John Winton 

Project: Briar Pipe 

Wood:  Briar 

Notes:  Made at pipe making 

seminar at Chicago Pipe 
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SHOW AND TELL 

February 5, 2019 Meeting 

 

Dave Dockstader 

Project: Shawl Pin 

Wood:  Oak 

Finish: BLO 

Alan Malmstrom 

Project: Night Stand 

Wood:  Red Oak 

Finish: Minwax Stains /  Wipe-

on-poly 

Notes:  CNC was used for 

most parts 
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Current Event: 
 
There is no shop tour scheduled for March 2019 
 
Location: 
 
N/A 
 
Lunch Following the Tour: 
 
N/A 
 
Future Events 
 
Please see the April newsletter for information on an April 2019 shop tour 
 
Recap of the February 2019 Shop Tour 
 
We had an excellent tour of Wayne Maier’s shop. Wayne first built his shop as an extension of his 
garage in 1993. It has the benefits of a standalone shop with outside access yet is accessible from 
inside his house. One aspect that was much appreciated on a February day was the shop is insu-
lated and is heated independently from the house for which the shop heater uses outside air. 
 
The rear wall of the garage has a garage door which makes it convenient for bringing large items 
in/out. The cyclone dust collection unit is housed in the garage as is an air compressor. Dust col-
lection piping extends to each machine in the shop, each with its own Penn State micro-switch gate 
making it efficient when operating a machine (he doesn’t believe the micro-switch gates are availa-
ble anymore). Likewise, compressed air is piped in from the garage. This entire setup certainty cuts 
down on the noise level in the shop. 
 
One thing Wayne said he wished he had was more sunlight in the shop. He explained that the sun-
light he gets is a trade-off with the amount of tool storage he has on the walls. Those of us who 
have shops in the basement probably marveled on the sunlight he gets! 
 
Wayne has a full assortment of machinery you expect in a well-equipped shop including 10” and 
14” band saws as well as a band saw dedicated to resawing. Additionally, he has a large selection 
of hand tools, many of which are period pieces. When asked for a breakdown on how much he us-
es machinery versus hand tools he couldn’t answer the question – clearly, he is comfortable and 
skilled in both.     
 
 
 

Shop Tours 
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While we didn’t review in detail, Wayne has made numerous jigs and fixtures over the years which 
are displayed throughout the shop. One fixture that caught this author’s eye was a horizontal router 
table that was featured in Fine Woodworking. Wayne explained this is invaluable in making small 
tenons.  
 
A couple of members mentioned that Wayne is noted for his clocks and while we saw several 
clocks when we toured his house, his furniture making skills were as much or more so evident. It 
was obvious that Wayne adheres to the Arts & Crafts (think Gustav Stickley not Martha Stewart) as 
well as Shaker style to most of the items he builds.  
 
Following the tour we adjourned to Alfie’s Inn for a great lunch and conversation. 
 
Click here to view photos of this month’s Shop Tour. You can also copy and paste the following link 
into your browser to view the photos. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xw86iv970wmd874/FVWWC%20ShopTours%20-Feb%202019%
20Photos.pdf?dl=  
 
 
 
Shop Tours Coordinator 
Bill Knudsen 
shoptours@fvwwc.or 
630-215-3272 

Shop Tours 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xw86iv970wmd874/FVWWC%20ShopTours%20-Feb%202019%20Photos.pdf?dl=0
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully  

always entertaining. 

 

 
A Fine Consolation 

Recently I was out in Tucson to visit some friends at their retirement village.  The temperature in the 

afternoon was around 70 degrees, the sky was blue, and it was like a fall day here.  Nice weather – for 

then.  There were all kinds of amenities; pools, golf course, movie house, library, restaurants, and other 

goodies.  One of the attractions is a community woodworking shop.  It’s about fifteen hundred square 

feet, got lots of tools and a fair dust collection system.    

Our friends encouraged us to “move out”.  Said we’d love the weather and I wouldn’t miss my shop since 

there was one there.  The weather aside, I really thought about my shop.  Would I be happy with some-

thing different than what I have?   

So I got of the community woodworking shop.  There were five people working at various tools.  That was 

encouraging.  Having others to learn from would be a great advantage compared to working alone.  But 

what happens when someone is using the very tool I would like to operate?  I have to admit, I don’t like to 

share.  Having to wait on someone else would be frustrating. Can you reserve a tool like a restaurant ta-

ble?  

They did have four band saws.  That should be enough to prevent any wait time.  But the band saws were 

the Delta fourteen inch variety.  I’m spoiled.  I have an eighteen inch Laguna.   

The only planer I saw was a fifteen inch Jet.  OK, that’s fine.  Next to it though was the single joiner in the 

place and it had a capacity of six inches.  A medium planer with a tiny jointer?  When I asked the host 

about this he said, “I didn’t choose the tools”.   

A huge advantage was the cost.  If one wanted to be a participant, he needed only to pay a hundred dol-

lars a year.  That’s access to a lot of tools for a pittance.  Plus, you don’t have to find a home for them 

when you get to the point that you no longer wish to participate in woodworking.  If I moved, I would 

have to sell my tools.  On one hand I would have enough money to pay the dues for a thousand years.  

But on the other, selling my tools would be tough.  I have a relationship with them.  I like them.  They like 

me.  It would be a cruel separation for of us to part.   

Moving to a new place is a big decision. Deciding whether you would move based upon a work shop 

seems at best eccentric.  It is these eccentricities that make us who we are.  Having a woodworking shop 

ready for you at the next destination is a huge plus.  It’s a fine consolation to an otherwise great loss.  For 

me, I think I’ll stick around for a while.  My Laguna calls.    
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Improved Bandsaw Dust Collection 

While bandsaws may not be the most prolific producer of dust in your shop, they 

do generate enough to be a health hazard and a nuisance.  Most bandsaw dust 

tends to collect under the table on the lower guides and inside the lower wheel 

guard covers.  For the older bandsaws, the dust ports, if equipped at all, are 

wimpy and wholly inadequate.  My older Jet and Delta 14 inch 

bandsaws came with 1 inch ports for a shop vac. The photo 

left is a newer Jet with a 2 inch port - still insuffi-

cient in my opinion.  In my quest for improve-

ment, I did cut a large hole in the lower wheel 

cover of my Jet bandsaw and attached a 4 inch 

port to the cover (similar to the photo right).  

This was better but I still found a lot of dust col-

lecting on the lower guides and even in the low-

er wheel area.   

Some newer model bandsaws (photo right) are equipped 

with 4 inch dust ports, but the location and restricted air flow 

make them less than ideal in my opinion.  Clearly the re-

striction is meant to prevent someone from poking fingers 

into the saw for safety.  This setup is not good for air flow 

and some of us would remove the restriction to fix that 

problem.  Even so, I do not expect this rear port would be 

any more effective than my front cover port was.  

What I do think works better is a 

large 4 inch port located under the table and in front of the lower guide   

area, photo left.  (Yes, the guide bearings are out of adjustment because 

the blade tension has been released.  You mean you don’t do that every 

time??)  The cutout on the lower cover is where the original wimpy port 

was located.  Generally in the right area, but too small and too low to be 

really effective.   

My solution to the problem is a 

modified 4 inch dust hood, with a 

strap hinge on the lower edge -  

photo right.  This allows the port to be swung down out 

of the way to tilt the table and change blades.  The 

clear extension is a quick connect to my dust collector 

hose.  I use a spring to hold the port in place on my Jet 

bandsaw, but a similar port on my Delta bandsaw just 

happened to snap in place to a rib on the table.   

Lee 
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Using a 4 inch port and connection to a dust collec-

tor vs the shop vac port provides vastly more air 

flow and covers the whole lower guide and upper 

wheel cover area well.  I rarely tilt my table, so the 

dust port is not a problem to me.  If tilt is needed, I 

would just swing the port down and live with the 

dust for a while.  I have found this setup to work 

very well in minimizing dust.   

 

 

My dust port is a modi-

fied 4 inch dust hood 

purchased from Wood-

craft (photo right).   

 

 

The photo left shows the hood after I cut it to fit my 

Jet bandsaw.  You may be able to improve on the 

shape with a bit more patience.  I used some poster 

board to test the fit before cutting the dust hood.  You 

can see the strap hinge on the top left photo—you 

will need to drill and tap for screws to mount the 

hinge to the bandsaw. 

 

This photo left shows the dust hood on my Delta bandsaw - a little 

different profile than the Jet.  Your results may differ for your brand of 

bandsaw and I would definitely use some cardboard for trial fitting.   

One last thought.  Use a throat plate with a larger blade opening and 

maybe some additional holes to maximize suction of dust from the 

table top.  If you are having tearout issues, then substitute a zero 

clearance plate.   

PS:  If you check out the photos link in this newsletter for the Wayne 

Maier shop tour, it looks like his bandsaws have a similar dust collec-

tion setup as mine.  Ask him about it when you see him.   
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Special Interest Groups 
 
ShopSmith  Al John 
SIG Chair: ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 
Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:          ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 
  
Hand Tool   Arnie Bandstra  
SIG Chair:  HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG               
      

Woodworking            (NEED A LEADER) 

Fundamentals SIG      

              WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  
 

 

 2019 Membership Dues 
 
Dues for 2019 can be paid at the  general meetings 
- just see Eric Springer at his table before the 
meeting or during break.  Dues are still $30 per indi-
vidual which includes the whole family.  Please note 
that family members must reside at the same ad-
dress.  Our by-laws require payment of dues by 
February 15.  Members unpaid after that time are 
removed from membership rolls and mailing lists.   

If you are unable to pay in person, or forgot your 
checkbook, mail in your dues.  Print out the mem-
bership form from our website:  

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf 

Mail it in: 

FVWWC  Membership Chair   

PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL 60510-1041 

2019 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 

 

President: Tom Sharp 

 president@fvwwc.org 

Vice President:  Dave Burk 

 vicepresident@fvwwc.org 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 finances@fvwwc.org 

Secretary:  Steve Fox 

 secretary@fvwwc.org 

Programs:  Dan Jarodsky 

 programs@fvwwc.org 

Membership:  Eric Springer  

 membership@fvwwc.org 

Website Director  John Gesiakowski 

     webmaster@fvwwc.org 

Resources:  Dave Dockstader 

 resource@fvwwc.org 

Member-at-Large:  Al John 

                                    memberatlarge@fvwwc.org 

Communications         Lee Nye 

Director:                        woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Raffles:  Norm Musur 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

Shop Tour Chair: Bill Knudsen 
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                    ShopSmith SIG  

                      March 5, 2019 

The February ShopSmith SIG will a discussion on Lathe turning.  I need input 
from anyone who uses this mode regarding speeds, chisel usage and various 
woods turned.    
 Al John   ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 

                    Hand Tool SIG 

                  March 5, 2019             

The Hand Tool SIG meets,  January through November, at 6:30 pm, before 
the regular meeting at Bethany Lutheran in Room M111 of the Ministry 
Center (Church annex).  At our next meeting we'll be discussing beading 
tools, techniques (and contraptions.)  I personally have little experience 
with beading and am anxious to learn more about it.  Arnie and I are hop-
ing to identify a person or two who can lead the discussion and maybe give 
a demonstration. 

     Hope to see you there! 

Arnie Bandstra and Michael Fross 

    HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

          Scroll Saw SIG 
     March 5, 2019 
 

The next Scroll Saw SIG next meeting will be Tuesday, March 5, 2019, at 

6:30 prior to the club meeting.  The topic this month is Spiral Blade Cutting by 

our very own spiral blade master - Ethan Volkening.  For those of you who 

missed last month due to the snow, we will try to fit in the Inkscape process 

for intarsia.  If you received a scroll saw for Christmas or are interested learn-

ing how to use the one you have, this group is an excellent resource for ex-

panding your knowledge and picking up tips and patterns.  Don’t forget to 

bring in some samples of your work for discussion.  

                                Dave Dockstader     

 ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 

General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 

8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm  

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Visitors Always Welcome! 

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 
Email  woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

March 5, 2019 

Arnie Bandstra 

The History and Making of a  

Thomas Jefferson Desk 

http://www.fvwwc.org

