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Meeting Review – Sept 6, 2011 

SPEAKER: Mark Dreyer 

Beyond Wooden Pens 
 
Mark Dreyer, our Director of Communication 
and Webmaster was our speaker for the 
September meeting.  He gave us a walk-thru 
of the features of our new website and then 
moved on to his woodworking passion – pen 
turning. Mark makes over 350 pens per year 
and has been very successful marketing them 
at craft shows.   
 
While I guess Mark does make some pens out 
of wood, he specializes in a variety of other 
materials.  Some of those I noted were 
acrylics, acrylester blends, 50 caliber bullet 
casings, PVC pipe, deer antlers, and resin 
castings with interesting objects imbedded.   
 
He gave us some great tips on his pen making 
techniques.  The acrylics are brittle, easily 
chipped, and can give turners fits.  Mark 
recommends using a very sharp skew chisel 
rather than a gouge to turn the blank.  Run the 
lathe as fast as it will go and use water as a 
coolant.  To drill the barrel, Mark cuts the blank 
in half and drills out the two separate pieces.  
CA finish is applied at slow speeds.  He 
suggests using rounded blanks for practice.   
 
www.penturners.org is a web resource he 
recommends for more information on pen 
making. 

 
 

 

www.penturners.org
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: Tom Sharp  
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Past President:  Ron Gilkerson  
 (630) 879-8756 

 rongilker@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President:  (Vacant) 

 
Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 

Secretary:  John Gesiakowski 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 Dcnfox127@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 (roadbiker123@gmail.com) 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

           Rick Moss 

            Daniel Moss 

 

Raffles:  Gail Madden  

 

Photographer:  Keith Roche 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

 

Show Chairman:  Ed Schalk 

 

Toy Drive /   

Club Logo Items: Gail Madden  

  

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Ron Gilkerson 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

 

FVWWC  
Special Interest Groups 

 
Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

    

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

Period Furniture  Lee Nye 

SIG Chair:  roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

 
DUES ARE DUE 

 
2012 membership dues are being accepted, 
starting at the October 4 General Meeting.  
Bring your checkbook or cash to the meeting 
and see Steve Fox, our Membership Chair. 
Dues are still $30 per member and the 
member’s family is included. 
 
 

 
 

ELECTION NOTICE 
 
Election of FVWWC Board Officers will take 
place at the FVWWC General Meeting on 
November 1, 7:30PM. The Vice President 
position is open to nominations.  You can 
also put your name in for any other position if 
you want.  If you are interested in running for 
any position please contact any of the 
following members of the Nomination 
Committee.  Tom Sharp, 
tom.sharp@sbcglobal.net; Lee Nye, 
roadbiker123@gmail.com; or John 
Gesiakowski at secretary@fvwwc.org.   

mailto:thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rongilker@hotmail.com
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
mailto:Dcnfox127@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/July%20FVWWC/(roadbiker123@gmail.com)
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/July%20FVWWC/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
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October  
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

Oct 4 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

Oct 4 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General  
Meeting 

Oct 19 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 
414 S. Schmale Rd. 

 
 

November  
Calendar of Events 

Date Time Event 

Nov 1 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

Nov 1 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Shopsmiith 
SIG 

Nov 1 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General  
Meeting 

Nov 5 
(Sat) 

TBD Illinois Railway Museum 
Shop Tour 

Nov 11 
(Fri) 

6:30PM Marc Adams Slide Show 
(see flyer below for details) 

Nov 12 
(Sat) 

8:00Am Marc Adams  
Methods of 

Woodworking 

Nov 12 
(Sat) 

1:00PM Marc Adams 
Woodworking Design 

Nov 16 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 
414 S. Schmale Rd. 

Nov 21 
(Mon) 

7:00PM Period Furniture SIG 
Bosch Training Center 

 
  

 

October 4, 2011 
General Meeting 

Program: 
 

Steve Lundsten, the Chicago area 
representative for Walzcraft, Inc. will be our 
guest presenter. Walzcraft is a high-end 
manufacturer of all types of cabinet doors, 
drawers, drawer boxes, curved doors, 
moldings, etc. Check out their web site 
(www.walzcraft.com). They are a family-
owned, American company with over 300 
employees located in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. 

 
Note from Editor 

 
If you have had a significant shop learning 
experience or just want to share a more 
routine woodworking story that would be 
of interest to the FVWWC membership, 
write it up and send it to me in an email.  
Also, send me digital photo files of some 
of your larger projects that can’t be 
transported to Show and Tell.  I’d be glad 
to include these in a future newsletter. 

www.walzcraft.com
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but 

hopefully always entertaining. 

 

   A Dog and a Shop 
 

A dog and a shop do not mix.  Although you and your dog may be great friends, 
there are limits however in where your companionship should occur.  Do not be 
lulled into thinking that a dog belongs everywhere you go. If you take your dog to 
your shop, at first, all is well.  The dog will politely inspect your work.  It will sniff in 
admiration at the shavings you made and you gloat a bit knowing it knows these 
wispy wonders are only two thousandths of an inch in thickness.  When you successfully make that 
difficult cut and shout with glee over your skill or luck as the case may be, so also will your faithful 
friend jump up and do the happy dance right beside you.   However, there is another side to this coin. 
A dog can be aggravating as a bedbug on a wedding night.   Not purposeful or intentional aggravation 
but exasperating none the less. Somehow, they have the uncanny ability to lay down right in the 
pathway that you will be walking. This supine position will always be accomplished at least five 
seconds before you get there.   
 
Additionally, there is some type of magnetic-like attraction between your foot and the dog’s tail.  
Naturally, you won’t notice the dog, let alone his tail as you are walking.  When you finally see the tail, 
it’s too late.  You will twist your foot off to the side to avoid it and subsequently hear the wrenching 
and   horrible sound of tendons and sinews twisting as you roll your ankle. As you begin your fall from 
the pain, you see two catastrophes; one to happen in the very near future and the other that has 
already occurred.  The futuristic calamity is that you are about to land upon those six fragile 
snowflakes you just scroll sawed and meticulously varnished five minutes ago.  The second mishap is 
another blow to your woodworking efforts.  Just before you end your descent, out of the corner of 
your eye you see your furry buddy with a small but strategic piece of wood that you spent three hours 
turning on the lathe to the proper size and shape.   There seems to be a small but unmistakable smirk 
on the dog’s lips that surround the piece of lathe work. There is no time to yell, “Bad Dog!” before you 
hit the floor and you only get out, “Ba!”  This only excites your four legged friend and it rushes over to 
play.  Because you are on the floor in an obvious position to romp, friend Spot assumes the wrestle 
game it loves.  As it rubs against you, the varnish is transferred to its coat that is already covered with 
sawdust from the floor. Although having your dog in your shop may bring you a brief amount of 
pleasure, the overall problems it erupts are not worth it.  The next time you have the urge to bring 
your dog to your sacred space, be good to both you and your dog.  Go out for ice cream instead – 
with your dog of course.    
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 

 

Marc Adams 
 

of the Marc Adams School of Woodworking will present 
and lecture for the DuPage Woodworkers and the Fox 

Valley Woodworkers 
 November 11th and 12th, 2011 

 
On Friday evening November 11th at 7PM Marc will present a slide show of his work and describe 

how starting as a furniture/cabinet maker he’s built what is arguably the best and most diverse 
woodworking school in the country. Visit Marc’s website at http://marcadams.com to look at the 

wonderful range of offerings available. 
 

Saturday November 12th Marc will begin at 8:30 AM and present Methods of Woodworking.  This 
presentation is a study of understanding how to work with wood with a series of demonstrations. The 
focus of this workshop is the development of skills that can be applied to building fine wood furniture. 

Marc will demonstrate different woodworking techniques, such as veneering, inlay techniques 
including how to inlay stone, joinery, shaping and sculpting wood, the process of developing the 

design and several techniques from his Sharing Secrets video. This workshop is for anyone wanting 
to take their furniture to the next level. Attendees will come away with a better understanding of how 

to embellish their work by adding details such as sculpting, inlay, veneer, bent forms, complex joinery 
and design concepts that work. 

 
At noon we’ll break for lunch with sub sandwiches, chips, pop, coffee and cookies available; cost 
included in your registration fee.  Stay to enjoy the food; afternoon attendees can come and eat 

before their session. 
 

From 1PM until approximately 4PM Marc will present Design, a discussion of the effects of 
ornamentation and will show ways to embellish your work to make it distinct and unique. He will 

explain in detail how form affects the function of your work through hard and soft lines, positive and 
negative space, directionality, scale, animation and posture, and the weight of the lines. Students will 
see how to develop their concepts through doodles, mock-ups and full scale drawings. By the end of 

the workshop Marc will reveal his Golden Rule of woodworking: Square first, do your joinery work 
then cut to size or shape last 

 
Friday night admission is free to all club members and guests, come and enjoy. 

Saturday morning tickets are $25; Saturday afternoon is $25; 
come to both and pay only $40 

Fees are payable at DuPage Woodworkers and Fox Valley Woodworkers general meetings 
 

The seminar will be held at; 
St James the Apostle Parish 480 South Park Boulevard Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

South of Roosevelt Road, North of Butterfield Road on Park Boulevard in Glen Ellyn 
 

For questions – wfhochmuth@comcast.net or Bill Hochmuth, 630-858-4727 

http://marcadams.com/
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Keith Rosche brought some of his vast supply of bowling pins to give away 
at our September FVWWC meeting.   Some are solid maple and some are 
laminated similar to butcher block.  Some 40 pins were handed out at the 
meeting.  The pins were available for free, with one condition.  You must 
make something creative, novel or whimsical out of the bowling pin and 
bring it back to the October show and tell.  There will be awards for “The 
Most Creative”, “The Most Useful”, “The Most Ornate”, “Least Work Done”, 
“Best Craftsmanship” and “Best In Show”.   If you weren’t at the September 
General Meeting or if you did not get your pin, contact Keith Rosche 
(StrawBum@AOL.com) for a bowling pin and join in the competition.   I’ll bet 
if you contact Keith at the October meeting and make him an offer he can’t 
refuse, you can still get pins for future projects!   
 
 
 
 
Ron Gilkerson is soliciting suggestions for workshop or business tours, if 
you have any suggestions, please let Ron know.  You can reach Ron at 
rongilker@comcast.net 
 
 

 
 

 
As mentioned at the September General Meeting, we are looking for people 
to make wooden toys for the annual Toy Drive.  If you can help out please 
see Ron Gilkerson for plans or to sign up to head up a group to make the 
toys.   

Bowling Pin Competition 

Shop and Business Tours 

Christmas Toys 

mailto:rongilker@comcast.net
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Arnie Bandstra was our presenter at the September 19 Period Furniture Special Interest Group 
meeting.  Arnie brought in a Colonial style tilt top tea table made of sycamore and birds eye maple.  
Arnie is a member of the Society of American Period Furniture Makers (SAPFM) and has demoed the 
table at one of their Williamsburg conferences.  Arnie’s dad was a carpenter / cabinet maker and 
Arnie grew up with woodworking power tools and machinery.  Over the past 10 years or so, he has 
been more focused on hand tool woodworking.  He claims inspiration from his exposure to Roy 
Underhill at SAPFM.  Arnie covered his tilt top table design approach, construction techniques, jigs, 
and finishing.  The presentation was very informative and we had a nice informal discussion within 
our group - even Arnie went away with some new learning.   
 
Our next Period Furniture SIG will be November 21 with our own Fred Rizza presenting his period 
piano bench design and construction.  Come join us. 
 
Lee Nye (SIG Chair) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Period Furniture SIG Report 
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FYI – Good wood source 
 
A while back, Mike Madden mentioned to me a sawmill in Southern Wisconsin just northeast of 
Monroe that he thought worth a visit the next time I was in the area.  I checked it out recently and 
found it to be a great place for very attractively priced hardwood.  The sawmill is Deppeler Wood 
Shop, located at N2893 Youth Cabin Road, Monroe, WI 53566.  Pricing and contact information can 
be found at their web address:  http://www.deppelerwoodshop.com   
 
At the time of my visit, I noticed a nice supply of oaks, maple, walnut, and cherry plus a lot more in 
their lumber barn.  They get a lot of orders from local school woodshops, so their supplies may 
fluctuate some.  Call ahead and see what’s available.  All hardwood appeared to be 4/4 or thicker 
stock and all rough sawn (not surfaced or edge planed).  It appears to be either air dried or solar kiln 
dried.  When I asked where they get their cherry and walnut (thinking it must come from Pennsylvania 
and Tennessee), they said that all their logs are harvested locally (Green Co., WI).  No flitch cut 
stacks though – you may have to rely on a pricier place to get fancy grain patterns and matching 
colors.  But, check their website and I think you will agree that their prices are very good, especially if 
you can use shorts or under 4 foot lengths.  
 
Directions: It is a fairly easy drive to Monroe, WI.  Take I-88W, I-39N, IL-20W from Rockford, and then 
IL- 26N which becomes WI-69 N into Monroe.  Once you are in Monroe, a GPS would help you get 
there via a shorter route, but it is circuitous.  A little longer way that is easier to explain is to continue 
on WI-69 to WI-81N (go straight past the interchange for WI-11 and the road becomes WI-81N).  On 
WI-81N, pass County Road N and look for Youth Cabin Road on your left.  Follow Youth Cabin west 
a short distance and look for it to make a hard left turn heading south.  Deppeler will be on your right.  
(Call or email me if you want more detailed directions.)    
 
It took me about 2 hours driving time from Naperville, so you will definitely want to get enough wood 
to justify the gas expense of a 4 hour round-trip.   If you need additional justification for travel to 
Monroe, I can recommend the Cheese Factory, Brennan’s Market (fruits, vegetables, wine, cheese, 
local beers, etc.), and the Swiss Colony Outlet, all of which are along or near WI-69.  Downtown 
Monroe has a nice courthouse square shopping area with Baumgartner’s Cheese Store and Tavern 
(good tavern food) on the square and the Minhas Craft Brewery (the 2nd oldest operating brewery in 
US) in easy walking distance.  Just a few miles north of Monroe on WI-69 is New Glarus, a smaller 
but charming Swiss town with its’ own set of attractions.  
 
Lee  

Editor’s Woodfiller 

http://www.deppelerwoodshop.com/
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Howard's Corner 
with Howard Van Valzah 

Aka: The Woodorker 

 
Recently I had a shop tour for the DuPage woodworkers at my shop at 
my home in Roscoe IL.   About ten members showed up and we had a 
busy two and a half hours viewing fifteen or so demos on special 
machines that I have that most woodworkers only wish they had.  Usually 
something always goes wrong at my demos but this time everything went 
off perfectly.  There was time for many questions and some discussions.  
But to me the most valuable part of the tour was renewing friendship with 
an old timer friend of mine. 
      We both have been members of the DuPage Club for many years and have shared many events 
and activities.  It was pure delight for me to see Milford Lau again.  He is 91 years old, ten years older 
than I am.  I wanted to hug him when he walked in the door.  He is a wonderful man and an even 
more wonderful person to have as friend.  The event brought to mind something that is not often 
talked about by club members.  We can make truly great friends through our common interest in 
woodworking.  I have been very fortunate indeed to have lived through personal hard times with 
friends like Milford who lost his wife to illness, and Ron Gilkerson who amazingly lived through throat 
cancer, and wonderful John Roloff whose wife had a disabling stroke that required John to change his 
whole life style to care for her.  And then he passed away before she did.  We still hear from Jane 
occasionally.  And there was another club member who became very wealthy through an inheritance 
and asked me to counsel him anonymously on what to do with it.  I gave him my thoughts and he 
made the very intelligent decisions on how to handle it.  My point is that there is whole lot more to 
club membership than just being woodworkers.  We all have the opportunity to make great friends out 
of our common interest in woodworking.  I would encourage all of you to make a point of getting to 
know your fellow club members better and enjoy becoming a part of their lives.  Go to birthday parties 
or anniversary celebrations when you are invited and get to know your woodworking acquaintances 
better.  Take advantage of the shop tours to get to know the woodworker much better.  For example 
when I viewed Don Carkhuff’s shop I remarked that I really appreciated the fact that it contained art 
work of a sort that said a lot about him.  He wanted to come to my tour to see if my shop also had art 
work telling something about me.   
      He would be amazed at how much “art work” I have on the walls of my shop.  Everything from an 
Obama Biden yard sign to a Bosch wall hanging.  Segments of a Frank Lloyd Wright calendar, and 
also a couple of pages from a Dartmouth College calendar continue the show of my interests outside 
of woodworking.  There is full table and wall of antique tools and a metal lathe that belonged to my 
Dad which happened to be the last prewar (WW2) machine coming out of the South Bend plant.  And 
quite noticeable three common windows with real stained glass antique windows in front of them 
through which DuPage members spotted wild turkeys walking through my yard. 
      I am hopeful that maybe this article will encourage all of you Fox Valley folks to come out and see 
me and my shop, either individually or in a group.  I live just off I-90 on the way to Madison WI and 
the Lake Country.  You will find that carpooling and lunching together can build strong friendships.  
Welcome them as I have over the years and you will be the better person for doing it. 
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SHOW & TELL  
 

1.  Paul Dehnert – Chip Carving Cross 
 
Wood:  Bass 
Finish:  Polyurethane 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Rich Escallier – Butterfly House 

Wood:  scrap Cedar 
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Show & Tell 
 

3.  Doug Pfaff – Segmented Bowls 
 
Wood:  Aromatic Cedar 
Finish:  Brush lacquer 
240 segments 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wood:  Aromatic Cedar 
Finish:  Brush lacquer 
96 segments in each 
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Period Furniture 

SIG 
November 21, 2011 

 
This bi-monthly (odd 
numbered months) special 
interest group on period 
furniture meets at the Bosch 
National Training Facility,  

901 South 
Rohlwing Road, 
Addison, IL. 
The group will next 
meet on Monday, 
November 21, at 
7pm. The topic of the 
presentation will be 
design and 
construction of a 
period piano bench 
by Fred Rizza.   

 
Members of the Fox Valley 
and the DuPage  
Woodworker’s Clubs  are 
welcome to attend. 

 
 
Lee Nye 
roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 
Hand Tool  

SIG 
October 4, 2011 

 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran 
in the lower 
conference 
room. Anyone  
interested in 
the use of hand tools is 
welcome to  
join us for discussion of this 
fascinating area of 
woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the 
experiences of using and 
caring for traditional hand 
tools. 
 
 
 
 
Hope to see you in there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 
ShopSmith  

SIG 
November 1, 2011 

 
The ShopSmith SIG now 
meets quarterly.  The next 
meeting is Monday, 
November 1, 
2011. 
 

NEXT MEETING 
TOPIC:  
To be announced 
 
We meet 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
in the Vlahn Memorial Room/ 
#M111 of the Ministry Center 
next door to the church. 
Share your Shopsmith 
experience with us and find 
out what the rest of us have 
been up to with our 
machines. 
 

 
 
 
Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 

sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
Next FVWWC Meeting 
Tuesday, October 4, 2011 

 
7:30 pm: General Meeting 

 
Speaker:  

Steve Lundsten from Walzcraft 
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month 
at 7:30 p.m. 
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 


