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Rich Russel

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

Shop Tour Chair

Dan Jarodsky

Host:
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2016 Membership Dues
Dues for 2016 can be paid at the general meetings - just see Mike Nowak at his table before the
meeting or during break. Dues are still $30 per
individual which includes the whole family. Just a
reminder - our by-laws require payment of
dues by February 15. Members unpaid after
that time are removed from membership rolls and
mailing lists.
If you are unable to pay in person, or forgot your
checkbook, mail in your dues. Print out the membership form from our website:
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf

Mail it in:

FVWWC Membership Chair
PO Box 1041
Batavia, IL 60510-1041
Make your checks payable to the Fox
Valley Woodworkers Club.

2015

FVWWC—PO Box 1047—Batavia, IL 60510-1047
http://www.fwwc.org — woodworkers@fvwwc.org

2

March Program Notes
Using Inkscape—Dave Dockstader
Inkscape is a professional vector graphics editor for Windows, Mac OS
X and Linux. It's free and open source (what else would you expect from the
Frugal Woodworker). Inkscape will also easily convert raster graphics
(photos, web graphics, etc.) into vector graphics to make them scaleable to
any size. So small graphics can be resized without losing detail. That capability alone is usually only found in commercial programs costing hundreds of
dollars. This makes Inkscape the perfect graphic solution for designing scroll
saw, intarsia, marquetry, chip carving, CNC carving and laser projects (and
Cricut, but don’t tell your wife).
Thanks Dave for explaining the nuances of Inkscape graphics software and
now some of us understand the difference between raster graphics and vector graphics.

FVWWC May Tool Auction
We are planning our annual woodworking auction for the May 3 meeting. Bring equipment, tools,
veneer, anything woodworking related that you think other members might want to buy. These
are items you want to clear out of your shop and are willing to donate to the club for whatever
price it can bring. Our president, Tom Sharp will be conducting the auction in his usual humorous
manner, so we are sure to have a fun time. This is a good opportunity to get rid of the stuff sitting
around your shop unused and unloved. Bring some cash or your checkbook so you don’t miss
out on any bargains you might want to buy. Just remember to take any of your items that do not
sell back home – the club has no means to store it.
If you have something to sell at any time, be sure to check the classified section of our fvwwc.org
website for items our members have for sale. Follow the instructions on the website for submitting
your classified ad.

Show and Tell
One way we learn and improve as woodworkers is by bringing our projects in for Show and Tell.
There are many benefits for you and other members. First of all, you get recognition . FVWWC
members are much more likely to appreciate the creativity and skill you put into your project than
the average person. What you do may inspire others to give your project, technique, or finish a try
themselves. If you like the project, the builder can steer you to plans and drawings on the spot.
Got a problem with your project? What better place to get advice on construction or finishing problems than at a meeting where someone else is bound to have solutions to share. Don’t think your
project measures up to what the others display? We want to see it anyway - none of us started out
making masterpieces after all. And it doesn’t have to be a product either - your jigs and hand
made tools are of great interest to the group.
2015
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Our old hardcopy Workbench and American Woodworker magazines will be on the free table this
month. Help us lighten the library.
Dave Dockstader, Resources Chair

Big Raffle
The new raffle item is a 6 inch Bosch stacked dado set, valued at least $100. The raffle is for
members only and you do not need to be present to win. Come to the meeting to see!

Gail Madden and Andy Marck, Raffle and Auction Committee

New Woodworking Fundamentals SIG (Update)
Based on a strong show of interest at the March meeting we are going ahead with plans for a new
Special Interest Group (SIG) to focus on fundamental or basic woodworking skills. Like the other
current SIG’s, this one would meet before our regular first Tuesday meetings. The meeting room
will be in the main building upstairs Adult Lounge. Jeff Walsma has volunteered to coordinate the
SIG and get it established. The April 5 meeting will focus on what topics should be planned for future meetings - he will need your input, so please plan to attend.
The idea is to have a practitioner in a particular woodworking technique present a demo or talk for
15 minutes or so and leave plenty of time for questions and answers. For example, a short demo
on sharpening could be led by someone in the club who feels comfortable sharing his or her sharpening technique. Another topic might be how to set up a hand plane to get those fine shavings or
how to recondition an old one. Sharpening scrapers. The ever popular topic of hand cut dovetails
comes to mind, although it may be hard to do in 15 minutes. Not to neglect power tools, we could
cover what to look for in choosing a router, dovetail jigs, sanders, or even table saws. You get the
idea. We envision this to be in an informal setting much like the current SIGs operate, with future
topics determined by the meeting attendees. If you are willing to be the presenter at a future Fundamentals SIG, let Jeff know; his phone is 630-262-8622 or email thehousewizard@sbcglobal.net .
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Shop Tours
3-28-16 Information

Note: Some information below has changed from prior shop tour information.

March 11, 2016 - Milwaukee Woodworking Show

It was a little bit of a trip to the show but it was well worth it. I always enjoy going to these woodworking shows. I enjoy
the shows because I always come home with a little something to add to my shop and make a point to learn something new.
At this event I brought home a couple of items for my table saw plus an earful of sales pitches on how to be a better wood
worker. It seems as if the other club members I saw at the show were enjoying the show as well. Not sure but Dave Dockstader might have been having too much fun.
Note: My wife and I found a great German food restaurant near the show called Kegel Inn. It is located at 5901 W. National, Milwaukee, WI. We got there at 5:00 pm and did not have to wait in line for a table. We left at 6;00 pm and the place
was packed. I am guessing that at that time the wait was an hour or more for a table.

March 19, 2016 - Lie-Nielsen Hand Tool Event

This was much less of a trip that the Milwaukee Woodworking show but it was well worth it. I always enjoy going to the
Lie-Nielsen Hand Tool Events as well. I enjoy the event because I always come home with a little something top ad to my
shop and make a point to learn something new as well. At this event I brought home a new tool for cutting veneers for doing
inlay work plus an earful of how to be a better wood worker.
Then the day went from good to better with a tour the school set up by Shaun and her greeter (a very friendly dog - golden
retriever mix). Shaun turned us over to various instructors. Each of the instructors reviewed the wood working classes they
teach. I get the impression from our club member Rich Escallier that he has enjoyed taking classes there.
Even lunch was good. Instead of going to Elly’s Pancake House we walked down the street from the school to the Highway House Restaurant, 5653 Northwest Highway, Chicago, IL. I had the Chicago Irish Beef and it was thick and very good.

9 am, Saturday, aPRIL 9, 2016 - Dan Miller Shop Tour
Program: Ar chitectur al r estor ation

If you want to car pool you need to sign-up at or before the April 5, 2016 meeting.
Then meet at Bethany Lutheran Church parking lot at 8:15 am and leave by 8:30 am.
Location: 155 S. Giffor d St, Elgin, IL
Directions - From the Bethany Lutheran Church, 8 S. Lincoln St., Batavia, IL to the program
(ref: Mapquest - approx. 15.16 miles & 30 min.):
Go north on Lincoln St.
Turn right onto Wilson St. (0.1 m)
Turn left onto Rt. 31/S. Batavia Ave. (14.3 m)
Turn right onto National St. (0.3 mi)
National St. becomes East National St. (0.2 m)
Turn left onto Villa St. (0.1 m)
Turn right onto Gifford St. (0.1 m) Destination is the carriage house behind the main house – enter
The carriage house around the corner on Prairie St.
Program start time and date: 9:00 am, Satur day, Apr il 9, 2016
Note: Limited space in the wor kshop. Mor e than one tour s may be r equir ed. Fir st come fir st ser ved with tour s.
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SHOP TOURS (Continued)
Contact: Dan Miller , phone: 847-697-3370
Cost: None
Transportation: Dr ive your self or car pool (if you want to car pool you need to sign up at a pr ior meeting)
To car pool meet at Bethany Lutheran Church parking lot by 8:15 am & leave by 8:30 am
Lunch: El Taco Gr ande, 6 N. River St., Batavia, IL 60510, Phone: 630-406-8415
My favorite Mexican restaurant - I like their enchiladas with mole sauce.
Directions - from program to restaurant (r ef: Mapquest - approx. 15 miles & 30 min.):
Start out going reverse directions from Dan’s shop.
When you get into Batavia turn left on Wilson St. go across the Fox River.
Turn left onto N. River St. Destination is immediately on your right.
Note: The parking garage on your right - up a little further.
If the lower level is full the upper level can be reached on State St.

Saturday & Sunday, June 11 & 12, 2016 – Fun Weekend get-a-way
Sat: Tour of the Woodsmith Corporate offices & Visit the Woodsmith Store
Sun: The Sawmill Museum

* If you want to attend sign-up at or before the May 3, 2016 meeting.
* If you want to car pool you need to pay ($70 per person) and sign-up at or before the May 3, 2016 meeting.
* If you want a room you need to make reservation at Country Inn & Suites well in advance.
Mention we have made special arrangements for a group rate – see below.
* The tour is free. However, you will be responsible for your own cost – food, room, travel, etc.
Saturday, June 11, 2016:
* Meet at Bethany Lutheran Church parking lot at 7:00 am and leave by 7:15 am.
* Midmorning travel break (on route): McDonalds is near I-80 west of the Davenport, IA airport.
7522 Northwest Blvd, Davenport, IA - Gas Station
* Lunch near Woodsmith Corporate offices – Location TBD
* 2:00 pm Tour of the Woodsmith Corporate offices – No cost
August Home Publishing Company: 2200 Grand Ave, Des Moines, IA 50312
Contacts at Woodsmith: Jennie Enos (my E-mail contact) or Bryan Nelson (Managing Editor), Corp. Office
* After Tour: The Woodsmith Store, 10320 Hickman Road, Des Moines (Clive), IA4
Store Hours: Mon-Fri, 9am-7pm; Sat, 9am-5pm; Sun, 11am-4pm
* Dinner: The Machine Shed Restaurant near the Woodsmith store.
11151 Hickman Road, Urbandale, IA, phone: 515-270-6818
* Overnight stay: Country Inn & Suites by Carlson, Des Moines West, IA
1350 118th Street, Clive, IA
I-35 and I-80 near the store in Clive, IA
Ref: Stephanie George, Director of Sales
Group rate: One Bedroom King Suite with pull out sofa-$119.00 plus tax
Director of Sales Main: (515) 223-9254 | Fax: (515) 223-9327
sgeorge@csmcorp.net | www.country inn.com/cliveia
Sunday, June 12, 2016
* Breakfast: Complementary at Country Inn & Suites
* Leave Country Inn and Suites: 8:00 am
* Destination: The Sawmill Museum, 2231 Grant Ave, Clinton, IA
Hours: Tues-Sat, 10am-6pm; Sun, 1pm to 5pm; Mon, 1pm-6pm
Cost: $4.00 per adult
* Lunch: Near the museum – Location TBD.
* Return: to the church
 Dinner: Per your choice after we get back.
~ More details to follow in the future regarding the Fun Weekend Get -A-Way ~
2015
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SHOP TOURS (Continued)

9 am, Saturday, September 10, 2016 – Mark Osgood Shop Tour
Program: Fixtur es and bending wood (r ef: making wood bicycles)

If you want to car pool you need to sign-up at or before the September 6, 2016 meeting.
Then meet at Bethany Lutheran Church parking lot at 7:45 am and leave by 8:00 am.
Location: 15W303 61st Place, Burr Ridge, IL 60527
Directions - From the Bethany Lutheran Church, 8 S. Lincoln St., Batavia, IL to the program
(ref: Mapquest - approx. 29.4 miles & 45 min.):
Go north on Lincoln St.
Turn right onto Wilson St. (1.86 m)
Turn right onto Kirk Rd. (south 2.81 m)
Kirk Rd. becomes Farnsworth Ave. (south 1.06 m)
Merge onto I-88 towards Chicago (east 15 m)
Take the Highland Ave. exit (east 0.32 m)
Turn slight right onto Highland Ave. (south 0.9 mi)
Take the first left onto 31st St. (east 2.83 m)
Merge onto Kingery Hwy –Rt 83 (south 3.12 m)
Take the 55th St. East ramp (0.43 m)
Merge onto 55th St. (east 1.01 m)
Turn Right onto Garfield Ave. (south 0.81 m)
Turn left onto 61st Place (0.07 m)
Destination is on the left
Program start time and date: 9:00 am, Satur day, Apr il 9, 2016
Note: Limited space in the wor kshop. Mor e than one tour s may be r equir ed. Fir st come fir st ser ved with tour s.
Contact: Mar k Osgood, phone: 630-272-9430
Cost: None
Lunch: Dell Rhea’s Chicken Basket, 645 Joliet Rd, Willowbrook, IL 60527 Phone: 630-325-0780
Historic Route 66 fixture featuring fried-chicken dinners, house made pizza & a salad bar.
This is recommended by Mark and is one of my favorite places to go for a chicken dinner.
If you have any questions, tour request or if you would like to host a shop tour - please let me know.
Dan Jarodsky, Shop Tours Coordinator
6N467 Barton Drive, St. Charles, IL 60175

E-mail: Freelance.Design@aol.com
Phone: 630-803-7566
File: FVWWC-Tours-2016-160328
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President’s Sawdust
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully
always entertaining.

Mistakes and Alternatives
As is the custom we will have our annual April meeting with some presentations talking about some mistakes made while doing some woodworking project. I like these meetings. They make me feel better
knowing that others have made mistakes too.
Mistakes are part of woodworking. Just like any other skill, making them adds to our experience and
helps us understand how to reach that next level. If Edison can make 1,000 mistakes in coming up with
the light bulb, I guess cutting a few boards too short along the way isn’t so bad.
While making some picture frames this last week, I cut some splines into the corners to reinforce the miters. Cutting the pieces to go into the spline, at least for me, was a best guess at matching the thickness
of the blade. After ripping a board to the thickness I thought it should be I found that it was just a tad too
thick. Mistake one. After cutting this piece to the length required for each corner, I tried to hold a piece
on a belt sander to thin it down just a little. Mistake two. The pieces are too small to hold easily on a fast
moving belt. Plus, it doesn’t thin them evenly nor do you know how much it being taken off.
I cut another length of spline trying again to match the right thickness. Too thin this time. Mistake three.
This will now be a fine piece of kindling. Another cutting attempt rendered another strip a little too thick
again. Mistake four. As an alternative to the belt sander, I tried using a block plane. This didn’t work so
well either. The wood was too thin to hold between the bench dogs. Mistake five. Trying again, I took
the wood strip and fastened it to another board with double stick tape. Afterwards, I made a light pass
through the drum sander. Voila, a fine spline matching the table saw’s blade kerf. Six tries and success.
For me that’s not too bad.
Through it all I had fun. Mistakes should not be looked upon as something negative. The easy way to
change this mindset is to simply change the word. I wasn’t making mistakes. I was trying alternatives.
And just like looking for something you’ve lost and the missing object is always in the last place you look,
when trying alternatives in woodworking, the last try will be the best way to do whatever you are
attempting.
Vocabulary is important. Use the word alternative not mistake. It turns you into a scientist like Thomas,
it makes the journey much more pleasant, and in the end you eventually accomplish the task at hand
with a smile on your face instead of the proverbial frown of frustration.

2015
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Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

As Howard mentioned in the last newsletter, he is planning to sell his shop equipment and
tools over the next year or so. Accordingly, he will be in the parking lot at 6:00 PM (on
April 5) with tail gate down ready to sell a few of his tools (see photos).

Photo Upper Left
Upper left, Craftsman sander for 3 dimensional surfaces includes more sanding discs. $17.00
Lower left, Air Disc Sander. $18.00
Center, Red Sanding boards, 3 widths, many spare belts, grits. $16.00
Right corner, Antique sander/planer with bit. Runs. $25.00
Photo Upper Right
Upper left, sponge sanding block, $1.00
Center, Various sanding pads and blocks, prices as marked.
Low center, Micro-Mesh sanding pads, various grits, $6.00
Upper right corner, Sanding discs which are included in sander price in above pic.
All prices are based on 75% of original cost. ALL ARE NEGOTIABLE. MAKE OFFERS
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The Kerfmaker Facsimile
From the conversations I had after the meeting last month, it was painfully obvious that in my brief
kerfmaker description during Show’N’Tell I had failed to fully and properly explain the value and use
of this tool. So let me try to rectify that with this article.
This is the KM-1 Kerfmaker that Bridge City Tools developed.
It is, like all their tools, beautifully machined and extremely
accurate. But accurate for what? This little tool that makes
sizing grooves and dado cuts painlessly easy. It is unbelievably fast and accurate. If you have ever tried to “dial in” a
dado head with paper shims, or fussed with a wobble head
dado set you know this hassle intimately. And whether you
own a table saw, chop saw, radial arm saw, router table or
any other tool that makes a clean kerf, you can use the kerfmaker to expand that kerf to suit your needs. It is perfect for
frame work, box makers, shoji screens, torsion boxes, carcass work, drawer making and the list goes on. OK, why
doesn’t my kerfmaker look like the Bridge City Tool version? The answer is because I didn’t spend
$73 for it and I took a few short cuts. As you can see, the Bridge City version has 3 independent
pieces that are held together and slide along a channel. I simplified mine a little.

2015
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The Frugal Woodworker (Continued)
Here is my facsimile, taken apart so you can see how it fits together. Mine has only two pieces
because the machine screw in the lower bar replaces the orange sliding piece on Bridge City’s
version. Now when I put the pieces together, you can see
the tee nut in the bottom bar connects to the screw in the top
bar allowing me to adjust the two bars along the dado. Note
also that the two bars are exactly the same length. This is
not the only iteration and I will show you several others at the
end of this article. You can take your choice as to how you
want to implement it. Mine (and most of the others I will
show you) was primarily dictated by what scraps I had on
hand. If I had scrap anodized aluminum, I’d have used that.
But the sycamore was more than adequate. Mustn’t forget
that there is another small flat piece glued to the end of the
bottom bar to make the “mouth” between the bottom end and
the top piece.
If you don’t have a dado set (or even if you do - I own a 6” and an 8”) you probably make most dadoes and rabbets on your table saw or with your router. You start with one side kerf and then nibble away until you get REAL CLOSE to the width you want. That’s how I learned to do it from The
New Yankee Workshop. You keep cutting and fitting, cutting and fitting, cutting and fitting
– each time trying to sneak up on the perfect fit. And you know the results – too tight, too tight,
too tight, too tight, WAY TOO LOOSE!!!! Followed by @#$*(&@#$^!!! That’s how my kids got
their expansive vocabulary. Or you can set up you dado set and add chippers and shims until you
approximate the width you want. Then you make a test cut and adjust the shims, make another
cut and adjust the shims, lather, rinse, repeat until you run out of test material or actually get close
enough for your satisfaction. Of course, during this exercise you have dropped the arbor nut into
the saw dust in the bottom of the saw at least 3 times.
So how does the kerfmaker simplify this? First you have to determine your kerf width. There are
two ways to do that and they are both explained in the Bridge City video on YouTube at:
http://www.youtube.com/user/BridgeCityMike?feature=mhw5#p/u/4/PQ6_S6lZKLI

There is another great YouTube video that gives you even more instruction at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=eFpNxtiSaYY
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The Frugal Woodworker (Continued)

Essentially, you take a scrap board and run it part way through your saw or router. Then you back
it out and cut that part off the scrap. This makes pieces A and B in the pictures above. Then you
hold the two pieces together and set the screw so that it fills what is essentially the width of the
blade kerf. If you prefer, you can measure that distance with a micrometer and then transfer that
measurement to the screw. The Bridge City video demonstrates both methods. Since the kerfmaker can be used with a variety of tools (table saw, router table, band saw, etc.) if you use different tools (or saw blades) to create dadoes, you may want to glue pieces A and B together and use
them as a permanent setup block for whatever tool you want to use with the kerfmaker. Make as
many setup blocks as you want and then label them appropriately.

Now that you have the kerf set, all you have to do is set the
width of the insert piece. Open the screw (whatever you are
using to hold the two pieces together) and place the insert
piece into the mouth of the kerfmaker. You slide the top
piece against the insert piece and tighten it up snugly in the
mouth of the kerfmaker. Now you have the two critical dimension of any dado or slot you want to make, the width of
the kerf and the final width of the dado you want to cut.

You use the kerfmaker in conjunction with the table saw fence and/or the miter gauge and a stop
block. I know – NEVER USE THE MITER GAUGE AND THE FENCE TOGETHER. That rule is
probably tattooed on the inside of most woodworker’s eyelids. But that only applies when you are
cutting completely THROUGH the board. If you are nibbling out a dado their combined use is perfectly safe. You can use stop blocks on the radial arm saw and band saw. For the router you have
to use it with an edge guide and put some form of stop (or a stop collar) on the rods connecting the
edge guide to the router. There are a large variety of ways to use this with various tools.
2015
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To that end, I’m including some pictures using the
kerfmaker with things like a table saw sled. Note the
use of a stop block on the left side of the picture.
Here’s the first shoulder cut.

Here’s the second. Now you just have to nibble
out the piece in the middle.

Here you see it being used with a router and edge guide.
Note that they placed a stop collar on the connecting rod
(OK, so it’s a Festool router and a Festool micro-adjuster
that probably cost more than my router – but he’s still
using it as a stop collar.)

You can use it on either side of a fence as long as you are careful about whether you are cutting
the left or right shoulder of the dado. When you first start using it, it can be a little confusing, sort
of like cutting crown molding. Using the kerfmaker on the right side of the fence (if the fence is to
the right of your blade) means you have to have some sort of stop block to register against the
kerfmaker. That second YouTube video shows how he uses a switchable magnet (MagSwitch) for
anchoring the stop block. That works as long as you have a cast iron saw table. Good luck if you
have granite.
I think this explains the kerfmaker a little better than I did last month. Please go through the web
sites I’ve listed to get an even better understanding. For very little money you can build a very
useful tool.

2015

FVWWC—PO Box 1047—Batavia, IL 60510-1047
http://www.fwwc.org — woodworkers@fvwwc.org

13

2015

FVWWC—PO Box 1047—Batavia, IL 60510-1047
http://www.fwwc.org — woodworkers@fvwwc.org

14

The Frugal Woodworker

http://lumberjocks.com/projects/19437
http://lumberjocks.com/projects/21571
http://lumberjocks.com/rance/blog/23842
http://lumberjocks.com/projects/23661
http://lumberjocks.com/projects/24341
http://lumberjocks.com/projects/37331
http://lumberjocks.com/projects/37513
http://lumberjocks.com/projects/42150
http://lumberjocks.com/projects/43614
http://lumberjocks.com/projects/50682
Here is a user’s guide in French and English:
https://atelierdubricoleur.wordpress.com/2011/09/18/using-ashopmade-kerf-gauge-utiliser-une-jauge-de-coupes-maison/
Postscript: The latest edition of Woodsmith (# 223) has a modified kerfmaker on Page 54 in the article “Creating Perfect Band Saw Tenons.”
They call it a “gauge block” and it is not adjustable, but the principle is
the same. The pictures show how to use the kerfmaker in conjunction
with a fence on the band saw. This will make tenons with a specific size
mortising chisel.
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Work on my block front chest is still proceeding, albeit slowly. Recall that blockfront chests originated in 18th century New England, around Boston. Their main
attribute is sculpted drawer fronts, which has made this project the hardest I have
attempted. My sculpting of the drawer fronts is completed and now I am worrying about construction of the drawers themselves. The shaping of the drawer
fronts was fit to a template, but I cannot say I achieved high precision. While the
drawer fronts began life as nice rectangular chunks of cherry with square edges,
the only perfectly square edges left are the top and bottom edges and the ends.
I think they look good to the eye, but the critical areas on the ends where the
drawer sides are joined are “kinda” square – not perfect.

Lee

The next step was cutting the half-blind dovetails on the drawer fronts. While I would like to use
my dovetail jig to do this, there is no way this curvy drawer front would fit into the jig. I would
have to do it hand cut, the old fashioned way and I thought, the safest way. Given the weeks of
work I put into shaping the drawer fronts, I decided to practice my hand cut dovetails on some
scrap pieces first. This did not go too well. The first try didn’t turn out too bad, but the second try
resulted in a “blow out” through to the front of the test piece.

I prefer to blame the very squirrely grain on the test piece, but it is possible my chisel tapping was
a little too forceful! This would truly be a disaster on my good drawer fronts and so I decided to
figure out a way to machine the dovetail pins with a router. This jig (below) is what I came up with.
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The jig clamps to the front edge of the drawer front, which again is kinda square to the ends. The
pins are marked from the tails of the sides, just like hand cut dovetails. The jig can be adjusted in
width to fit. A ½ inch pattern following bit was used in my trim router, leaving a nice flat bottom to
the socket. Hand chisel work was still required to complete the inside acute angles of the pins.
Even with careful chisel work, I saw some slight cracks open up when I was chopping along the
grain. These sprang back closed and should be no problem once the side tails are glued in place.
Perhaps this could have been avoided if I moved the sockets farther from the front edge, but I like
the look of the thinner walls.

If you look at the drawer fronts, you can see that the back side of the end areas had to be surfaced
independent of the square edges of the original block of cherry. The most important aspect of the
drawer fronts is that they line up well with the drawer dividers, with just the right amount of offset or
reveal. You can see why I had nightmares that the whole drawer assembly would turn out
catawampus and wouldn’t even fit into the case. I woke up one morning with a solution. I would
use a piece of MDF as a template, fit it accurately into the drawer openings and assemble the drawers on the template to insure squareness to the drawer dividers and good fit in the case itself.

Dry fitting and clamping the first drawer to the template went fairly well, but the drawer front dovetails gapped a little when forced square. I will have to wedge in some thin pieces to hide this. The
drawer bottoms are 5/8 inch thick and slide into narrow dadoes cut in the sides and front. I used a
¼ inch slot cutter on the sides and front and a panel raising bit to bevel the drawer bottom edges to
fit in the slots. The real test is the glue up and fitting in the case. I’ll let you know how it turns out.
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WOOD FAQS:
Facts About Wood & Trees
The lightest and softest wood in the world is Balsa. Its average specific gravity averages .16. The heaviest
and the hardest wood in the world is Snakewood. Its specific gravity averages 1.30. Not all species of wood
floats in water. In order to sink in water the specific gravity of the wood, has to be 1.00 or more. These 17
sink, African Blackwood, African Ebony, Black Ironwood, Brazilwood, CocoBolo, East Indian Satinwood, Ekki,
Greenheart, IPE, Kingwood, Lignum Vitae, Macassar Ebony, Marblewood, Satine {Bloodwood}, Snakewood,
Sucupira and White Topped Box. The whitest wood in the world is Holly. The blackest wood in the world is
Gabon Ebony. The only species of wood that can be used for holding liquids {other than acids} is White Oak.
This is because the pores are filled with tyloses. This substance does not allow liquids to penetrate it. Up until
a few years ago, the world's oldest living tree, a Bristlecone Pine, named the Methuselah was in California. It
is approximately 4,600 years old. Now there may be at least two trees that are older. The usual way of calculating a trees age by counting the annual rings in the trunk or by carbon dating, are not accurate when it
comes to Yews because a Yews trunk tends to hollow with age, while it continues to grow by rooting its
branches and wrapping them around itself. There is even documentation of the formation of aerial roots
growing inside the hollow trunk. Another reason are Yews have been known to stop growing for long periods
of time, {documented 325 years}, thus having no growth rings for that period. The trees with the largest
leaves are Teak. The leaves can be 10 inches - 20 inches long and 7 inches - 14 inches wide. The world's
tallest standing tree, a Redwood, is in Humboldt State Redwood Park California. It is 368 feet {almost 37 stories} tall. The world's largest diameter tree, a Redwood is in California. It is over 90 feet in diameter. Its root
system is spread out for more than an acre. The world's slowest growing tree is a White Cedar located in
Canada. After 155 years, it grew to a height of 4 inches and weighed only 6/10th of an ounce. The tree can
be found on a cliffside in the Canadian Great Lakes area. The world's fastest growing tree is the Empress
tree. This tree can grow up to 20 feet the first year and some have been documented growing 12 inches in 21
days! The tree with the world's largest root system is the great Banyan tree in the Indian Botanical Garden,
Calcutta, India. It covers an area of 3 acres. It has 1,775 supporting roots and dates back to 1787. The
world's largest living tree, and this is because of its volume is the General Sherman Giant Sequoia, located in
Sequoia National Park, in California. It weighs a little over 2.7 million pounds. Its largest branch is 6 foot 9 1/2
inches in diameter. The town of Flagstaff Arizona was named when On July 4th 1876; lumberjacks stripped
the limbs from the tallest Ponderosa Pine and then flew the American flag from it.
Tip of the hat to Mike Madden for finding this interesting info in the Cook Woods Newsletter. Check
out their exotic wood species available on their website, cookwoods.com
No matter the exotic hardwoods you're looking for, Cook Woods prides itself in the highest level of professionalism and quality customer service in the exotic wood market! We want to earn your business with each
and every order. To learn more, call us toll free at 877-672-5275 or email us at 4info@cookwoods.com and
let us locate the exotic woods necessary for your unique project!
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SHOW AND TELL
March 1, 2016 Meeting

Dave Dockstader
Project: Kerf Maker Facsimile
Wood: Sycamore
Finish: 1 lb cut dewaxed Shellac

Notes: Bridge City Kerfmaker

Tom Sharp
Project: Medicine Cabinet
Wood: QS White Oak from our property
Finish: Shellac & Danish Oil
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SHOW AND TELL
March 1, 2016 Meeting

Nick Rentas
Project: Drawer
Wood: Walnut, QS Sycamore

Finish: Shellac, Endurovar

Alan Malmstrom
Project: Oak Tree Carving w/ Live Edge
Wood: Oak
Finish: Real milk paints / wood hardener, poly
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SHOW AND TELL
March 1, 2016 Meeting

Ed Schalk
Project: Toy Box
Wood: Poplar
Finish: Paint
Note: from Wood Whisperer

Jeff Walsma
Project: Jewelry Box
Wood: Oak Flooring
Finish: Minwax Gloss
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SHOW AND TELL
March 1, 2016 Meeting

Arnie Bandstra
Project: Colonial wheel barrow
Wood: White Oak. Ash, Cottonwood
Finish: Acrylic Latex Paint
Automotive Pin Stripes

Jeff Smith
Project: Carved guitar, eagle, signs
Wood: Poplar, Cherry, Mahogany, Walnut
Duplicarver, hand carved, Shopbot

2015

FVWWC—PO Box 1047—Batavia, IL 60510-1047
http://www.fwwc.org — woodworkers@fvwwc.org

22

SHOW AND TELL
March 1, 2016 Meeting
Sue Batdorf
Project: Bench
Wood: Siberian Elm seat, Buckthorn legs
Finish: Tung Oil
Note: The legs are pegged w/ wood pegs into the
seat and other legs

Howard VanValzah

Project: Picture Frame
Wood: Walnut
Note: Puzzle picture from photo by Howard VanValzah
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ShopSmith SIG
June 7, 2016
The ShopSmith SIG will meet June 7th, 2016 at 6:30. If you own or are interested in learning about the ShopSmith and many of the latest developments,
please stop in. Join us and share your ShopSmith experience and find out
what the rest of us have been up to with our machines.
Dave Dockstader
630-851-8118
sourceror@sbcglobal.net

Hand Tool SIG
April 5, 2016

Scroll Saw SIG
April 5, 2016

The Hand Tool SIG meets, January
through November, at 6:30 pm, before the regular meeting at Bethany
Lutheran in the lower conference
room. Anyone interested in the use
of hand tools is welcome to join us for discussion of
this fascinating area of woodworking. We will
learn by sharing the experiences of using and caring for traditional hand tools.

The next Scroll Saw SIG next
meeting will be Tuesday, April
5th, 2016, at 6:30 prior to the club
meeting in Room M111 of the
Ministry Center. If you have a
scroll saw or are interested, this
group is an excellent resource for
expanding your knowledge and picking up tips
and patterns. We will talk about techniques
and tips for making jig saw (really scroll saw)
puzzles. If you have done some of these,
please bring them to share and discuss.

Hope to see you there!

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Mike Bridger

Dave Dockstader

630-851-8118
sourceror@sbcglobal.net

bridger.mike@gmail.com
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!
FVWWC Website http://www.fvwwc.org
Email woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Next Meeting – April 5, 2016
Woodworking Mishaps
Dave Burk and Member Confessions
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