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Calendar of Events 

July 2021 -  Aug 2021 

July 26 

(Mon) 

7:00PM Hand Tool SIG   

Zoom 

July 27 

(Tue) 

7:00PM Scroll Saw SIG   

Zoom 

August 3 7:00PM  General  Meeting 

Zoom 

Sept 7 7:30pm General Meeting  

at   Bethany Lutheran 

Show & Tell and Shop Tips  

Show and Tell for September will be in 

person at our general meeting– YEA!   

Even if your project has been shown before 

on our zoom meetings, bring it in September 

so we can see it in person.   

We still need your shop tips for the newslet-

ter.  If you email them to Lee Nye by August 

23, they will be in the September newsletter. 

 

roadbiker123@gmail.com     

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 
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President’s Sawdust - Page 3  
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August  3  Program - Page 5 
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Library Notes - Page 8 
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August 3 General Meeting 

Kenny Hopkins 

Extraordinary scroll saw 
pattern designer  
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Tips for Zoom Meeting Attendees 

To participate in one of our Zoom meetings you will need a laptop, tablet, or smart phone, pref-
erably with both microphone and video camera capabilities.  It is possible to participate with au-
dio only if you have no video camera or your internet connection is too slow.  The basic Zoom 
app is free and it is a good idea to go to the zoom website and download it to your computer or 
device ahead of the meeting.   

The SIG and General Meeting email notices will have a zoom link to the meeting and you may 
just click on the link to join the meeting - the necessary zoom software will download when you 
do if you haven't already installed it.  It may also have a phone number to join with your smart 
phone.  After establishing the zoom connection, you may have to wait until the meeting moder-
ator starts the meeting and adds you to the meeting.  Make sure you enable your audio and 
start your video when joining the meeting so you can be seen and heard.  For larger numbers 
of participants, the moderator is in control and may mute all participants and just enable one 
speaker at a time.  Be patient - this is a learning experience for all of us and we are likely to 
have a few glitches.   

Here are some suggestions for good zoom etiquette:  

Mute your microphone  
To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute your microphone when you 
are not speaking.  There is a microphone icon at the bottom left of your zoom screen that will 
show the status of your microphone.  Be aware that when you speak unmuted, you will be high-
lighted on the video for all to see and hear.  It can be very embarrassing to have your private 
commentary with your spouse or kids heard by all!   

Be mindful of background noise 
When your microphone is not muted, avoid activities that could create additional noise, such as 
shuffling papers.  Even a cough or sneeze will move the screen to you.   

Position your camera properly 
If you choose to use a web camera, be sure it is in a stable position and focused at eye level, if 
possible. Doing so helps create a more direct sense of engagement with other participants.  

Limit distractions 
You can make it easier to focus on the meeting by turning off notifications, closing or minimizing 
running apps, and silencing your smartphone ringer.   

If the moderator has all participants muted, you can signal that you have a question or comment by 
simply clicking on CHAT and typing a question mark ?   The moderator or cohost will recognize 
you in turn.   

Be careful to keep the meeting email to club members only - hackers have been known to zoombomb 
and disrupt meetings. 

 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/200941109-Attendee-Controls-in-a-Meeting


 

2021 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                              

 http://www.fvwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 

The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, 

technical, or philosophical, but hopefully always entertaining. 

 

Two days behind  

Have you ever had a discussion and didn’t realize you were in way over your head? At times, you 

know it from the start and can quickly change the subject or excuse yourself and go pee. Other 

times, you are lulled into the conversation so subtly, so craftily that you don’t even know what the 

real reason the chat is all about. Such is my life. Here’s an example.  

It all started with a superficial chat about how clean should a wood shop be? My wife, master of 

subtle conversations, casually asked the question hypothetically. It was as if she was actually won-

dering what my intentions were after having completed the addition. My innocent answer was that I 

planned to make sure I could find my tools and if I dropped something I should be able to find it.  

Her response was as if I had said the shop was going to be turned into a pig sty. How could I be 

so crude? She then massaged my ego about how wonderful the shop was, how fine the lighting, 

blah, blah, blah. Before she was done, I thought myself working in a church, complete with angels 

hovering above. The result of the conversation was that a shop should be clean enough to bring 

something in and set it down without getting dusty.  

Two days later, she asks me where she could spread a quilt she is working on. She had just a bit 

of fussing over it that required it be spread out completely. The bed would not do. It was too low. 

Might I have something? She knew I had the space and two benches that could be spread out to 

handle the quilt. Clean enough to bring something in and set it down without getting dusty? As my 

memory recollected, she came up with that suggestion.  

Understanding your lot in life is better than being ignorant of it. For me, it’s knowing that I’m two 

days behind.  I thought I was learning.  

Last week we were running errands together and we were in a quilt shop. Not my favorite place to 

be either but it’s next to Woodcraft and I’m allowed to spend time there when we go to that shop-

ping plaza. While we were in the quilt store, my wife shows me some fabric. It’s got hand tools all 

over it and looks great.  

Do you like this, she asks?  

My immediate thought was “Oh God, not curtains! Please, please! No curtains for the shop! This 

time I was ahead of her.  

“No, no”, I say. “The tools are too small. What would you do with it anyway”, I ask?  

“Make a quilt for you!” she says.  

I suppose two days behind is not so bad.                                       (Reprint from February 2016) 
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Neat Through Mortise Technique 
I enjoy reading woodworking magazine construction articles even if I am not inter-
ested in building the project.  They often illustrate some neat little trick to simplify 
a difficult task. I built an arts and craft style sideboard for the kitchen dining area.  
One of the prominent features of the piece is large through mortises and tenons 
on the sides.  Getting through mortises cut accurately and cleanly without chipout 
has always been a challenge for me.  Screwing up a large piece of figured hard-
wood by messing up the mortises is a big worry.  Hollow-chisel mortisers or hand 
chopped mortises can end up with ragged edges and serious chipout on the face down side. 

A construction article in Fine Woodworking magazine offered a great idea for constructing these 
mortises with a minimum of risk.  Here’s how they did it:   

Step 1 – a template made of MDF is used with a straight router 
bit and guide bushing to rout the mortises to about ¾ of the 
thickness of the material.  In other words, not a through mortise. 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2 – drill a ½ inch through hole in the middle of the mor-
tise.  I used some painters tape to help minimize chipout. 

 

Step 3 – use a ½ inch 
flush trimming router bit (with a bearing on the end) through the 
hole to track the mortise and complete the through cut. The re-
sult is a nice sharp edge and no chipout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 4 – square the corners in the usual way with a 
chisel, halfway through on each side.   

Lee 

Reprint from December 2014 newsletter 
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Kenny Hopkins 
 
I've been scrolling since 1996 and pattern designing since 1998. Started out with a Yahoo group 

Free Scroll Saw patterns and moved to Absolutely Free Scroll Saw patterns where I learned from 

people like Honey, Arpop, and Gayle on how to make patterns. Been loving it ever since. I am ad-

min of All things Scrollsaw on Facebook as well as Admin of The Scrollers Workshop on Face-

book. Design patterns of all different types and absolutely love it. Thank you! 

His web site is: 

https://www.woodenitbenice.online/ 

Here are some thumbnails of some of the patterns Kenny Hopkins does as well as his picture:  
 
 

August 3 General Meeting Zoom 
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Let me introduce myself. My name is Truman and I am a 10-year-old English Cocker Spaniel who 

has a bone to pick with the FVWWC.  

 
My human just told me that he will be attending the first F2F meeting of the FVWWC on 07 Sep-

tember 2021 at 7:30 pm at Bethany Lutheran Church in Batavia. So, while he will be noshing on 

pizza and scarfing down sodas / water with an ice-cream chaser I’ll be pining alone at home by 

myself. 

 
Sure, he missed talking shop with their friends over the last year and a half, but I’ve been his con-

stant companion in the shop throughout the pandemic getting sawdust in my hair while he worked 

on endless projects. He said everyone wanted to show their work at Show and Tell and learn new 

techniques /tips from other club members’ projects. But where is my reward? There’s no one to 

scratch me behind my ears whenever it pleased me or get my nightly dollop of peanut butter! I 

know what will happen – first it is one night in September and then another in October and there it 

goes – one night a month I’m left alone.  What is a cocker spaniel to do? 

 
He said there would be gift cards and other prize giveaways and all he has to do is show up! Well, 

I show up 24 x 7 – isn’t a tail wag good enough? 

 
So, go ahead, have fun with your friends.  See if I care – actually, I do care – I hope he goes and 

has all the fun he missed over the last year and half! 

 
Sincerely,  

Truman 

 
Join Truman’s master at the Fox Valley Woodworking Club’s up front and personal meeting on 

September 7th at 7:30.   There will be lots to eat, prizes to win, and most importantly, getting reac-

quainted with all of your woodworking friends.  

 
Bill Knudsen 
Secretary 
 
 

NO SIGS AT OUR SEPTEMBER MEETING  
 
 
 

September 7 Meeting at Bethany Lutheran 
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

We’ve all spent an awfully long time apart from family and friends and I’m sure we are looking for-

ward to club meeting in person. That being said, the club itself is in need of some assistance. 

We’ve gone for over a year without a Program Director. In that time the board members, and partic-

ularly the President, have stepped up and filled the void. Now is the time for some other members 

to come forward to help out. Membership in an organization doesn’t mean just showing up to a 

meeting, taking in knowledge, eating ice cream, and leaving. Your dues aren’t the only things that 

are owed as part of your membership. Each member should be giving back to the organization so 

that everyone can benefit. Some may perform activities behind the scenes and others are up front. 

The bottom line is that this is a community and everyone should be involved.  Not only that, but by 

getting involved, you can help to make the club even better by contributing your ideas and your in-

sight. With in-person meetings starting up again, now is the time to step up. Here are some activi-

ties you can help with: 

Program Director - The program director is responsible for identifying, approving, obtaining, 

scheduling, and coordinating the programs for the monthly meetings. 

Shop Tour Coordinator - The coordinator schedules shop tours in member's shops and in other 

woodworking related areas. 

Shopsmith SIG Chair - Coordinate with SIG members for topics and discussions. 

These are not difficult jobs or particularly time-consuming. But they are necessary in that they do 

help to improve the club experience for you and others. You might just find this club is a lot of fun. If 

you are interested, just button-hole any one of the board members. 

Now you are asking me why am I writing this? We all realize that “Resource Director” is just a fancy 

title for “Librarian.” But people are resources, too, and so I’ve decided to start taking that title per-

sonally. I am “personally” directing you to start getting involved with the club. It will do us all good.  

On another personal note, you might like to approach these jobs creatively. Many years ago, my 

kid’s school principal asked me to run for PTA President. I told him I was too busy with my job and 

grad school and Boy Scouts. Then he asked my wife to run for PTA President. She told him she 

was too busy with three kids and home room mother and Girl Scouts. Obviously in a previous in-

carnation this elementary school principal had been a used car salesman. So then he asked us to 

run as PTA Co-Presidents, a new concept that hadn’t been tried before. He wore us down and so 

we did – and for three years we had a truly fantastic time. We had the most successful PTA in Ne-

braska with more PTA members than we had kids in the school. Parents pulled in other parents to 

help them so they could be on the board. For those three years PTA meetings were standing-room 

only. So maybe grab a buddy and see what great things you can come up with for the club. 

Dave Dockstader 
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Dave Dockstader                         

resource@fvwwc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since we haven’t had a book sale for several years, the library is planning to have one in the near 
future. The trick is setting up a schedule. September will be our In-Person Meeting celebration and 
right now, October looks like it will be our tool auction. The earliest we can probably have a book 
sale is the November meeting. Just to whet your appetite, we have gone through a cataloged 115 
books that will be going up for sale. There are at least 20 more that are duplicates of some of 
these, so this will be a great opportunity to pick up some good woodworking resources for 
CHEAP! Here’s the first 40. 

 

 

 

mailto:resource@fvwwc.org
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Fox Valley Woodworkers 

Tool Auction 
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RAFFLE - RAFFLE - RAFFLE 

There won't be one!  At the September meeting there will not be a big raffle nor any 
silent auction.  The meeting will be a time of socializing, food and show and tell.  Did I 
mention food?  But fear not -- our board of directors have provided some nice gift 
card prizes for you to win. Come to the meeting to see!! 

 

Norm Musur & Bill Knudsen  

General Meetings and SIG Meetings are Recorded  
 
If you miss a Zoom SIG meeting or General Meeting, most will be recorded and ac-
cessible to FVWWC members via our website.   If there is an exception, we will let 
you know.  To access a recorded meeting, go to the fvwwc.org webpage and log in.  
Then scroll down to the meetings section of the home page and click on the meeting 
title for the month you want.  You may have to click on prior meetings (on left) for 
previous years.  Meeting details will appear and you can select the SIG or General 
meeting recording you want.  You may find the newsletter and powerpoint files there 
too.   

FVWWC Board Opening 

There have been some changes and opportunities for the club's board.  The Programs Director  
position is open for 2021.   Please contact Tom Sharp or any board member if you are interested 
in taking on the planning role for the club’s programs.   
 

Tom Sharp  President, FVWWC  president@fvwwc.org 

2021 Christmas Auction for Charities 

Hopefully, we will be able to have our annual Christmas party in December as has been our tradi-
tion for many years.  If you have not already begun to make your woodworking Christmas presents 
yet, August is not too soon to start.  While you are at it, consider making a few extra for our Christ-
mas charity auction to benefit FVWWC charities.  The auction is a fun event and is a good oppor-
tunity to acquire some great handcrafted items made by your fellow woodworkers and their spous-
es.      

 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
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Rich Escallier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are some scientific methods to choose the bit to use to drill a pilot hole.  Eyeballing it works 
pretty well.  A lag bolt was used in this picture for illustration purposes.  Hold a drill bit in front of the 
screw that you’re going to use.  If you can see threads on both sides, but not see the screw shaft, 
you’ve got the right drill bit. 
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Arnie Bandstra 
Arnie’s tip was awarded best tip in the July / August 2021 issue of Fine Woodworking 
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Bill Knudsen  
 
Clear a Jammed Mechanical Pencil 1 

 
Occasionally my .5 mm mechanical pencil gets jammed from a piece of bro-

ken lead. Most of the time I can clear the lead by removing the front grip and 

tapping it on the bench top. However, sometimes this doesn’t clear the jam. 

My pencil did not come with a clean-out rod and I saw this tip on YouTube 

that works just fine. 

 
Scrap the paper off a grocery store tie wrap to 

expose the wire and use that as the clean out rod. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shop Light 2 

My shop is in the basement and while I have about (10) overhead LED shop lights often I cannot 

get the right amount of light on a workpiece. Recently I bought an “Ultra-Compact 750 Lumen     

Rechargeable Magnetic Floodlight” from Harbor Freight - $29.99 (I think Braun is their house 

brand). It is rechargeable using a micro USB cable so I don’t have to fuss with batteries. 

There are three level of intensity and it rotates 3600. It has a magnetic base that is good when using 

it on a machine with a steel table such as a drill press, but I found it more useful to put a couple of 

screws in a scrap piece of plywood and use that as the base. 
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Dave Dockstader 1 

 
Tips 
From 

 

Doing a lot of scroll sawing, I quite often need some thin wood. But cutting thin wood between the 

blade and the fence can be dangerous. That’s why most safety instructions say to cut the thin wood 

on the side of the blade AWAY from the fence. For cutting duplicate thicknesses, that requires the 

you move the fence with each subsequent cut. For those of you with the Biesemeyer fences with 

the vernier adjustments and all those fancy tools, that’s all well and good. My fence is a Biesemeyer 

wannabe. My adjustment used to be done with the heal of my hand, but now I have this fine adjust-

ment tool:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So cutting consistent thicknesses on the out-

side of the blade is out of the question. I can do 

it between the blade and the fence – with an itty

-bitty push stick. I made one out of 1/8” Mason-

ite. You’ll notice the saw marks on it where it 

wasn’t quite thin enough. Still, it works pretty 

well and it keeps my hands far away from the 

blade. But I have a third solution that I’ve been 

using since my main table saw was the 

ShopSmith.  
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Dave Dockstader 1 

 
The body is PRECISELY 4” wide and about 

9” long. The width can be almost anything, 

but by being an exact number, all you have 

to do to determine where to put the fence is 

to add the thickness of the piece you want to 

cut to the width of the jig and set that on your 

fence gauge. That block also has to be per-

fectly square since it’s acting as an extension 

of the fence. The block and handle are just 

made of cheap 2x construction lumber 

(purchased back when construction lumber 

was cheap). The lip on the back is just a 

piece of alder, ¼” thick with a slot and a cou-

ple of screws to hold it in place  

 

Here I am setting up for a 1/8” slice. I set 4 1/8” 

under the cursor and I am set to go. Of course, 

this assumes that your table and fence are well 

aligned. This next picture demonstrates why the 

base has to be absolutely square. Long pieces 

can be cut with precision  
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Dave Dockstader 2 

Tips 
From 

 

For several years I have been loudly proclaiming the benefits of the free application Inkscape. 

Granted, I have used it mostly for scroll saw patterns but this month I found a new way of using it. 

Laying out the holes for the Dremel bit holder, I was not looking forward to measuring for over 165 

holes, especially when the distance between them turned out to be .35 inches. Then I realized 

Inkscape could do it for me. First, you draw a circle in Inkscape. This is easy. Then you set 

the dimension for the circle. Since it is an eighth-inch hole, I made the height and 

width .125 inches. And we have the hole target. Then you copy it – a BUNCH of times. In 

this case, 29. To copy in Inkscape, you hit Ctrl-d. This copies the hole on top of itself. Now that 

seems like a problem, but it really isn’t. I’ll show you later. Next you draw a horizontal line the 

length you need. For the bit holder, it was 10½ inches.  

 

I just do this to make sure my scale is correct. If you have 29 dots on top of each other, they will 

look like this.  

 

You need to spread them out, but not all of them, just a couple. Click on the dot, hold down the Ctrl 

key, and move it left until it is lined up with the left end of the line. That moves just the top dot hori-

zontally, keeping it in line with all the other dots. Then click on the dot again, hold the Ctrl key, and 

move it right until it is lined up with the right end of the line. Your screen should look like this. 

 

Looks a little strange with the dots all on top of each other, but then just use the mouse to draw a 

box around all the dots to select them and go to the Align and Distribute Tool (Shift > Ctrl >A), se-

lect Distribute Centers Equidistantly Horizontally (second button from the left) and Viola! You have 

29 dots perfectly lined up, precisely.35 inches apart.  

 

Now just print it out and use glue sticks to paste it to the wood. No complicated measuring or add-

ing fractions, no mismarked points, and you can print out multiple rows just as easily. 

 

(See the Dremel bit holder Dave is referring to in the Show and Tell section) 
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Dave Dockstader 3 

Tips 
From 

 

I’m not an engineer, but my personal view of Hell is that there is a room in Hell, probably quite 

large, reserved for bad engineers where they will be forced to use their designs for all eternity. 

One major table will be just for engineers of surge protec-

tors, those little outlet strips we all use for more than just 

computers. So please explain why the mounting holes on 

the back are virtually unusable. Note – these are NOT 

through holes that you could run a screw through from the 

front making it easy to mount. These are only accessible from the back and require a headed    

fastener like a nail or screw. Can’t mount them on 

pegboard or hooks. Looks like you have to mount 

them to wood. The problem here is that the fas-

tener head required must be thin and flat, like a 

nail, but adjustable like a screw so you can get it 

tightly mounted. Finding a usable fastener that fits 

is tough enough, but measuring where the holes go is a real pain. I guess these were designed for 

the 110-120V North American market, but the holes are located using metrics. The only solution I 

can think of is that the target market was Canada, but they didn’t sell enough, so we ended up with 

them. Every time I’ve tried to position the fasteners using measurements, they somehow came out 

wrong. 

Here’s the tip. Put the surge protector on your printer (scanner) platen and make a copy of it like it 

was a paper. This will give you an exact picture 

of the mounting holes and the position of the 

case so you can judge where to mount it. One 

minor caveat – if the holes are asymmetrical 

(these are on one edge of the case in this situa-

tion), this picture is reversed from where you 

want it. Put tiny pin holes where you want your 

fasteners and then turn it over and mark through 

the pin holes with a pencil. But if the mounting holes are symmetrical as in most of my other surge 

protectors, you can just use the print out to perfectly place the fastener holes.  
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Larry Ciesla 
Bridal Joint Tip 
 
 
For a recent table project I needed to come up with a simple way to cut very 

accurate bridal joints in the center of the workpieces that will eventually be the 

feet and top support for the table. This joint will be cut on the table saw using a 

stacked dado cutter using an accurate miter gage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are the joints after they’ve been cut. I 

needed to come up with a reference surface 

relative to my table saw’s fence that I could 

make minute adjustments to. To cut these joints 

I would adjust the fence so the first dado cut was 

close to exactly in the middle, cut the first dado, 

the flip the workpiece 180 degrees and make 

another cut. This guarantees the dado is 

precisely in the middle. Now, I need to make 

adjustments in the fence position so I can widen 

the dados very slightly sneaking up on a snug 

friction fit. 
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Larry Ciesla 
Bridal Joint Tip 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The bolt head becomes the reference surface to determine the position of the workpiece 

relative to the dado blade. After each pass, I flip the workpiece around and cut the other 

side. By making tiny adjustments to the bolt after each of the passes, I can slowly sneak up 

on making the dado the precise width of its mating workpiece. 

I used a 10-24 threaded bolt which means the bolt will travel one inch in 24 turns. Since I 

needed to make minute adjustments in the width of the dado, I only turned the screw about 

1/8 of a turn. A finer threaded bolt and insert would make this much more precise and 

accurate. 

Using a thick piece of oak scrap, I drilled 
the appropriate sized hole to accept a 
threaded insert for the flange bolt you see 
here. The wing nut can be tightened 
against the wood block to ensure the bolt 
does not move when I start the saw. I 
used double sided tape to attach the 
block to the saw table just next to the 
fence. 
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We need your shop tips 

Photos of the topic are the easiest way to illustrate and explain it.  Use your smart phone and take 

a couple of photos of the topic.  You needn’t write a long essay to describe it – just a short para-

graph or two will usually suffice.  One newsletter had a write up about a splinter or sliver removal 

setup from Rich Escalier.  Dave Dockstader submitted an article about the uses of Coroplast elec-

tion signs. That gives you some idea of the vast possibilities for your tips.  Even an idea you have 

used that was published in a woodworking magazine is acceptable as long as you give the maga-

zine credit.  Just as you do for show and tell projects, send your Shop Tips ideas to the newsletter 

editor, Lee Nye.   

Email to woodworkers@fvwwc.org or roadbiker123@gmail.com. 

Tom Sharp                        Saw Blade and Bit Sharpening 

It's time to get your dull saw blades together.   
 
3B Saw and Tool in Oak Park is willing to pick up table saw, planer, and jointer blades, as well as router 
and shaper bits to be sharpened and will return them after sharpening.  
 
3B will be picking up blades at my house this Monday.  If you have blades to be sharpened and would like 
to use this service, please drop the blade off at my house before Monday's pickup. They will return the 
sharpened blade to me and I will notify you of it's return.  
 
Payment will be due upon picking up the sharpened blade.  For a price guide see their web site at 
https://3bsawandtool.com/price-list .    
 
In the future, you can bring the blades to our regular meeting and I will return them at the next meeting. 
 
Tom Sharp 
president FVWWC 
2S965 Shagbark Dr. 
Batavia 

mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
https://3bsawandtool.com/price-list


 

2021 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                              

 http://www.fvwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 
 
 
Dave Dockstader  

 

 

I’ve been pretty remiss about posting projects this 

year, but I will try to play catch-up this month. The 

first is a frame I made for a sign my daughter and 

son-in-law gave me for Christmas. It is now hanging 

outside my shop. I didn’t even dictate the wording. 

Apparently, they know me pretty well. The frame is 

some alder I have and I just half-lapped the corners 

so it isn’t great woodworking. But I like it. 

 

 

 

 

Next comes a Minishogi board that my grand-

son and I made. Never heard of it? Neither had 

I. Shogi is a Japanese chess derivative and this 

is a mini version with a king, gold and silver 

queen-like pieces, a bishop, a rook, and a pawn 

on a 5x5 board. The moves are crazy and I 

don’t think I’ll ever understand it, but my grand-

son loves it and he was very excited to have his 

own personal and portable version. He did all 

the cutting, drilling, and gluing. He’s planning 

on taking it to Boy Scout camp this summer. 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 
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Dave Dockstader  

For the two granddaughters who visited, I cut a Steve Good pattern of a dragon. Their two school 

mascots (middle- and high-) are both dragons, so all I had to do was find an acceptable pattern. I 

stack cut these out of some 1/8” plywood I had. The youngest was gung-ho to cut the dragon her-

self. If Grandpa can do it, I should be able to do it. Having never worked a scroll saw before, I 

thought I might give her a chance to “practice,” so I gave her a scrap piece of plywood and had her 

follow a line. It didn’t take too long before she decided it was a lot harder than it looked. But I had 

lots of scrap so I gave her some simple patterns and let her go. I’ve always contended It’s the saf-

est tool in the shop. So while I finished up the dragons, she cut out a bunch of swans. I guess her 

dad was right, though. I shouldn’t have left her alone because the little stinker got into my cherry 

blanks, resized my magnifying hood to fit her head, and cut a cherry swan that was really well done. 

 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 
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Dave Dockstader 2 

Just to prove I didn’t do all my woodworking for my grandkids, I did make some hefty modifications 

to a toolbox of mine. Several months ago I fell and broke the plastic toolbox I used to store my 

Dremel tool. I decided I would use another toolbox I had available and since my bit collection had 

outgrown the original storage tray, I wanted to modify the new tool tray to hold all my bits. Turns out 

I didn’t realize how many bits I had acquired. I used some alder I had and drilled holes for the bits 

and various containers I had of other peripherals (see the tips section for how I laid out the drilling 

pattern). The bits are all “supposed” to be 1/8” diameter, but I discovered that 9/64” meant I could 

pull the bits out after I had put them in.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Gary Freier  

These are pictures of awards I've made for the Great Lakes Regional BPCR Silhouette Match Sept. 
8-11 in Alma, MI. 4 days of shooting and having fun. If you've seen the movie "Quigley Down Un-
der", that's the gun we shoot.  



 

2021 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                              

 http://www.fvwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Gary Freier  

 



 

2021 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                              

 http://www.fvwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Gary Freier  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Gary Freier 

80 toys for a Children's Hospital in Michigan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards at our monthly BPCR shoot in Michigan  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Gary Freier 

Awards at our monthly BPCR shoot in 
Michigan  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Mark Drogos 

Scroll saw cut Pegasus    

Material: 3/16” plywood base 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Bruce Metzdorf 

Giant Jenga 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Bruce Metzdorf 

Guardian Angel 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Bruce Metzdorf 

I-Pad Stand 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Ken Ebner 
 
This coffee table is made of white ash. It is 16” high. The only tools used were a miter saw & power sander. 
The top measures 24” by 48”. Patterned, molded concrete tiles were glued in place and bordered with grout. 
It is stained with Minwax golden oak stain and finished with 3 coats of brushed on Poly. No drink coasters 
are needed since they are built in. 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Lee Nye 

Narex Marking Knife 

Zebra Wood Handle 

(Stumpy Nubs) 
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Special Interest Groups 
 
ShopSmith  Vacant 
SIG Chair: ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 
Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:          ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 
  
Hand Tool   Arnie Bandstra 
SIG Chair:   Michael Fross  
  HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG             
                    

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG   

               Michael Rauchmiller  

             WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

 

 2021 Membership Dues 
 
Dues for 2021 - Club dues for 2020 will be ex-
tended into 2021.  That is, if you have already 
paid your dues for 2020, then you are set for 
2021.  If you have not paid your dues for 2020, 
then you need to pay for 2021.  At this time, our 
only option to pay is to mail in your dues. Print 
out the membership form from our website:  

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf 

Mail it in: 

FVWWC  Membership Chair   

PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL 60510-1041 

Make your checks payable to the Fox 
Valley Woodworkers Club. 

 
 
 

2021 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 

 

President: Tom Sharp 

 president@fvwwc.org 

Vice President:  Dave Burk 

 vicepresident@fvwwc.org 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 finances@fvwwc.org 

Secretary:  Bill Knudsen 

 secretary@fvwwc.org 

Programs:  VACANT 

  

Membership:  Eric Springer  

 membership@fvwwc.org 

Website Director  John Gesiakowski 

     webmaster@fvwwc.org 

Resources:  Dave Dockstader 

 resource@fvwwc.org 

Member-at-Large:  Michael Fross 

                                    memberatlarge@fvwwc.org 

Communications         Lee Nye 

Director:                        woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Raffles:  Norm Musur  

 Show & Tell MC:  Rich 

Russel 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

Shop Tour Chair: VACANT 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's Stuff/FVWWC/November/mbrady25@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC 2013/March 2013/dhpfaff@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
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      Hand Tool SIG 

 July 26, 2021  

The Hand Tool SIG meets the Monday the week before the general meet-

ing.  If you’d like to join the mailing list for meeting updates and exciting 

hand tool conversations, please send an email to michael@fross.org. The 

Zoom meetings are recorded and can be seen via the FVWWC website 

after signing onto the site. 

We are always interested in topics so please send in ideas, items you’d 

are interested in discussing, or just want to share what’s going on in your shop.  

The next HT SIG will be  July 26 at  7:00 pm - mark your calendars. 

Remember that hand tools are the original cordless tools  

Arnie Bandstra and Michael Fross 

    HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

 
Scroll Saw SIG - July 27, 2021  

 
 

The next Scroll Saw SIG Zoom meeting will be Tuesday, July 27th, 2021, at 7:00 
PM. That is probably the same day that we publish this newsletter, so read this 
quickly or you’ll be late for the meeting. Our resident scroll saw factory, Gary Freier 
will be showing us his take on fretwork. Lee Nye is apparently desperate this 
month for some more Show ‘N Tell pictures so please forward them to him at road-
biker123@gmail.com. You can also show them at the SIG meeting. We won’t be 
offended to see them twice. If you can’t make the meeting (for whatever reason, 
technical or otherwise), our webmaster will have a recording of the meeting availa-
ble a few days later so you can see the meeting even if you missed it.  

 

Remember, social distancing does NOT apply to your scroll saw. 

Dave Dockstader    ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG  

No meeting scheduled  

Michael Rauchmiller (Rocky)     WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

 

mailto:michael@fross.org
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 

 

General Meetings held via Zoom video conference 

on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm  

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 
Email  woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

August 3, 2021 Zoom Program 

  Kenny Hopkins 

Extraordinary Scroll Saw Pattern Designer 

 

 

 

 

Check your email for the Zoom meeting link 

http://www.fvwwc.org

