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Feb 2021ï Mar 2021 

Feb 22 

(Mon) 

7:00PM Hand Tool SIG   

Zoom 

Feb 23 

(Tue) 

7:00PM Scroll Saw SIG   

Zoom 

March 2 7:00PM  General Meeting 

Zoom 

March 29 

(Mon) 

7:00PM Hand Tool SIG   

Zoom 

March 30 

(Tue) 

7:00PM Scroll Saw SIG   

Zoom 

Virtual Show and Tell  

For the April newsletter and April 6 zoom gen-

eral meeting, we will have a presentation of 

the show and tell projects that have been 

submitted since the March meeting.  Partici-

pating zoom presenters will be able to briefly 

discuss their project.  Want to have your pro-

jects included in the April newsletter and 

zoom meeting Show and Tell? Send your pro-

ject photos to Lee Nye:             

 roadbiker123@gmail.com    or 

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 
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¢ƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ ½ƻƻƳ aŜŜǝƴƎ !ǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ 

To participate in one of our Zoom meetings you will need a laptop, tablet, or smart phone, pref-
erably with both microphone and video camera capabilities.  It is possible to participate with au-
dio only if you have no video camera or your internet connection is too slow.  The basic Zoom 
app is free and it is a good idea to go to the zoom website and download it to your computer or 
device ahead of the meeting.   

The SIG and General Meeting email notices will have a zoom link to the meeting and you may 
just click on the link to join the meeting - the necessary zoom software will download when you 
do if you haven't already installed it.  It may also have a phone number to join with your smart 
phone.  After establishing the zoom connection, you may have to wait until the meeting moder-
ator starts the meeting and adds you to the meeting.  Make sure you enable your audio and 
start your video when joining the meeting so you can be seen and heard.  For larger numbers 
of participants, the moderator is in control and may mute all participants and just enable one 
speaker at a time.  Be patient - this is a learning experience for all of us and we are likely to 
have a few glitches.   

Here are some suggestions for good zoom etiquette:  

Mute your microphone  
¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƪŜŜǇ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƴƻƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳǳǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜ ƛŎƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ƭŜƊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ȊƻƻƳ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜΦ  .Ŝ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǳƴƳǳǘŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƛƎƘπ
ƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊΦ  Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƻǳǎŜ ƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭΗ   

.Ŝ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƴƻƛǎŜ 
²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳǘŜŘΣ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƴƻƛǎŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
ǎƘǳƉƛƴƎ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΦ  9ǾŜƴ ŀ ŎƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ ǎƴŜŜȊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ   

tƻǎƛǝƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǿŜō ŎŀƳŜǊŀΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀōƭŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ŀǘ ŜȅŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ƛŦ 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 5ƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΦ  

[ƛƳƛǘ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǝƻƴǎ 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ōȅ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻũ ƴƻǝŬŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊƛƴƎ 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƭŜƴŎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜ ǊƛƴƎŜǊΦ   

LŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƳǳǘŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ōȅ 
ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ /I!¢ ŀƴŘ ǘȅǇƛƴƎ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ƳŀǊƪ Κ   ¢ƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊ ƻǊ ŎƻƘƻǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ 
ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴΦ   

.Ŝ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ - ƘŀŎƪŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ȊƻƻƳōƻƳō 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ 

 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/200941109-Attendee-Controls-in-a-Meeting
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Presidentôs Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 

The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, 

technical, or philosophical, but hopefully always entertaining. 

 

 
Down the Rabbit Hole 

Working with a wood lathe is like working with a magnet. It attracts you.  It pulls you in.   Spinning 

wood instead of a tool brings with it the lure of figuring out shapes you wish in the round.  This is 

an all new dimension heretofore not found when doing ñflatworkò.  This term even has a kind of 

snob appeal to turners.  Itôs as if wood turning is an advanced skill set far superior to that of gluing 

sticks together.   

There are lots of individual attractions to wood turning that can grab you.  First is learning the un-

known.  Thereôs speed for instance.  How fast do you spin the wood? Watch ten different 

Youtubes and youôll get twelve different answers.  Many will say you need to feel for the vibration 

and adjust accordingly.  Itôs as if youôre feeling for a heart rate and need to find the proper beats 

per minute.  

Choosing the tool to cut your wood is like picking a Christmas tree the week before Christmas.  All 

of them are shouting, ñPick me! Pick me!ò Itôs easy to think you should bring all of them home with 

you.  Eventually, one or two become your darlings.  Just keeping them in your hands is a comfort, 

much like holding  the remote for the TV when you are lolling in your easy chair.  Choosing to be 

buried with your favorite one is certainly a sign that you have the bug.  Making sure itôs sharpened 

properly before being placed in the coffin cements that idea.    

Choosing to go down the rabbit hole means to forgo other kinds of woodworking, an easy choice 

with all the ways you can occupy yourself with the lathe.  You eventually decide you donôt have 

time to do any other kind of woodworking.  Itôs as if nothing else is as important.  There are signs 

of this malaise.  Here are a few of them: 

When you get up at 5am just to practice cutting a few beads on scrap wood you may be there.  

If you have more than thirty spindle gouges you will never come out of the hole. 

If you have more than three wood lathes, youôre hooked. 

When someone tells you that he is a woodworker and the first thing you ask what kind of chuck 

he uses, then you're plummeting down the hole. 

Finally, If you have sold all your other tools in order to buy a Oneway then youôre gone. 

Take heed, the hole is deep, the sides are slippery, and once you take the plunge itôs almost im-

possible to get back out.  Choose your steps wisely.   
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Mortise and Tenon Tips from Bill Pavlak 

I enrolled in the 2021 Colonial Williamsburg Working Wood in the 18th Century 
conference, held January 21 ï 24, 2021.  The conference is sponsored in part by 

the Society of American Period Furniture Makers (SAPFM).  This yearôs confer-
ence theme was Functional Furniture for the Home and Shop and was accom-
plished by both live streaming programming and prerecorded demoôs.  One of my 
favorite programs involved construction of a reproduction of an amazing writing 
table. Photo below is the original table that could expand to accommodate two 
users at a time.   

The builder is Bill Pavlak, a Colonial Williamsburg Master Cabinetmaker, 
who works in the Hay wood shop.  During his study of the original 18th 
century table, he had the CW furniture conservation lab x-ray some of the 
joinery.  The x-ray of a mortise and tenon joint revealed the uneven na-
ture of the mortise and tenon and that led to interesting commentary and 

a series of mortise and tenon tips from Bill Pavlak.  I think you might find 
them interesting too. 

 

 

 

As you can see from the       
x-ray (right), neither the mortise bottom nor tenon bot-
tom edge are square.  As Bill commented, 18th century 
woodworkers did not have the time to waste making 
things that do not show pretty. I have seen antique 18th 
century highboys with unfinished backs that were only 

one step removed from rough sawn lumber. Bill Pavla-
kôs commentary led to 7 mortise and tenon tips I 
thought worthwhile to cover here: 

1.  Do not worry if your mortise bottom is not flat and clean ï no one will see it or care.  

 

2. The end of your tenons do not need to be square either, especially for hand cut.  Only the 

shoulders are important to be precisely square. 

 

3. If you are mortising thin stock or are close to 

the edges with your mortise, clamp the mor-

tise piece between thicker wood to avoid blow 

outs.  This is especially necessary for hand 

cut mortises where your chopping can be a 

little violent.  

Lee 
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Mortise and Tenon Tips from Bill Pavlak 

 

 

4. Try to keep your mortises square to 

the edge but you can tweak them if 

they are not too far off with a paring 

chisel (see next tip to check for 

square).   

 

 

 

 

 

5. Check a mortise for square with some ñdummyò tenons in various sizes.  (Bill Pavlak keeps 

dummy tenons in several standard sizes for this purpose - below left).  Then check for square. 

 

 

6. Do your tenons last to get a nice tight fit into any tweaked mortises.  The tenon should fit tight 

but should not require heavy blows to seat them into the mortise.  Neither should the tenon be 

so loose it falls out of the mortise.   

 

7. If you end up with loose tenons, donôt shim 

them with veneer.  Glue on some tenon sized 

blocks and recut the tenon from scratch.   
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As a follow-on to last monthôs library notes, our crack research team has completed the research 

compilations for Banks and Chess Sets. There are 33 different bank projects and 8 chess sets, 

turned and scroll sawn. 

 

 

 

Dave Dockstader resource@fvwwc.org 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:resource@fvwwc.org
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Da Big Raffle 

RAFFLE NEWS 

There is none!  The monthly raffle is still non-existent till we get back to in-person meetings.  We 
can only hope.  Meanwhile I'm still looking for a trail boss to assist me with the raffle du-
ties.  Send resumes to: tiredofshovelingsnow.com. 

 

  Norm Musur  nprint91@gmail.com 

Raffle and Silent Auction Committee 

  

General Meetings and SIG Meetings are Recorded  
 
If you miss a Zoom SIG meeting or General Meeting, most will be recorded and ac-
cessible to FVWWC members via our website.   If there is an exception, we will let 
you know.  To access a recorded meeting, go to the fvwwc.org webpage and log in.  
Then scroll down to the meetings section of the home page and click on the meeting 
title for the month you want.  You may have to click on prior meetings (on left) for 
previous years.  Meeting details will appear and you can select the SIG or General 
meeting recording you want.  You may find the newsletter and powerpoint files there 
too.   

FVWWC Board Opening 

There have been some changes and opportunities for the club's board.  The Programs Director  
position is open for 2021.   Please contact Tom Sharp or any board member if you are interested 
in taking on the planning role for the clubôs programs.   
 

Tom Sharp  President, FVWWC  president@fvwwc.org 

http://tiredofshovelingsnow.com
mailto:nprint91@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
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HANDWORKS IS BACK IN 2021 
Handworks 2020 was canceled, but has been rescheduled for Friday September 3rd through Satur-
day the 4th of 2021.  Doors open at 9:00am CDT.  Admittedly, I'm a hand tool guy, but this is just an 
incredible event.  People I follow on blogs and makers who I respect are there to talk to directly. 

Michael Fross 

 

What is HandWorks? 

For the fourth time, join modern woodworking hand tool makers and fellow enthusiasts for a week-
end immersion in all things handwork. Unplug from the world of machines, dust and noise while lis-
tening to the crisp sounds of the hand plane, chisel and saw in a restored timber-frame dairy barn in 
the traditional, historic German village of Amana.   

You'll get to talk to the tool makers directly.  Typically, Lee Valley, Lie-Nielsen, Lost Art Press, Bad 
Axe, etc are there.  To see the full list of vendors, visit the website. 

How far is the Amana village in Iowa from here? 

It's approximately 3 1/2 hours from here.  Google Maps Link 

Special Presenter: 

Roy Underhill on Saturday @ 10:00am 

Yep, St. Roy himself. 

I'd pay thousands of dollars to be there.  How much does it cost? 

Handworks is a free event.  But given the fantastic vendors, bring some 
spending money.   If you are prone to drooling, bring a handker-
chief.  Also, you will want to register so you can be in the hopper for the 
great door prizes. 

Where can I go for more information or to register? 

https://handworks.co  (There does seem to be an issue with their security certificate.  You can click 
through to see the site.  I believe it to be safe.) 

If you stay in the right B&B, you might even be served breakfast by Roy.   

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Amana+Colonies/@41.7999795,-91.8702687,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87e5acf433ded2b1:0x9eb445dca5299a16!8m2!3d41.7999755!4d-91.86808
https://handworks.co
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Shout Out for Jeff Walsma 
 
 
The Art Beat for Fox Valley & Beyond featured a very nice article on FVWWC member Jeff Walsma 
with his wood chip bespeckled countenance on their front page.  Also included are some photos of 
his woodturning art.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you havenôt read the article, here is the link: 
 
https://www.foxvalleyartbeat.com/post/woodworker-jeff-walsma-knows-his-trees-how-to-shape-
them-into-art  

https://www.foxvalleyartbeat.com/post/woodworker-jeff-walsma-knows-his-trees-how-to-shape-them-into-art
https://www.foxvalleyartbeat.com/post/woodworker-jeff-walsma-knows-his-trees-how-to-shape-them-into-art
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Upcoming Mark Osgood Classes 

Marc Adams School of Woodworking 

Many of you will recall Mark Osgood presenting to FVWWC his amazing wood bicycles and some 

of his construction steps.  Hereôs your chance to make a bicycle frame of your own at Marc Adams 

School of Woodworking as well as other classes Mark Osgood is teaching.   

 

 

Make Your Own Vacuum Pump and Pressing Table, May 1-2 

       This class is currently sold out but there may be cancelations. 

Build Your Own Laser: A Discussion and Roger Cliffe Memorial Foundation 
Fund Raiser, June 19. 

     This is a one day class.  I'll be auctioning off a 45W laser system and the funds will go to  

     the Roger Cliffe scholarship program.  The laser to be auctioned will be used as a demo in 

     the class, but otherwise it's brand new.  A case will need to be built (we'll discuss this in class   

     with plans) and an exhaust system built (again a class demo).  If the new owner wants a laser  

     cooler this will need to be added too. 

The Great Bicycle Frame Up, Sept 13-19, 7 days. 

     A class description can be found here: https://www.marcadams.com/product/the-great-bicycle-     
frame-up-with-mark-osgood/ 

      This is a class covering all the information on building one of my bicycle frames.  We'll also 

      look into all the accessories: handlebars, bottle cages, seats, water bottle, springs,    

      suspension, and wheels.  Students will build a 54cm sample frame. 

 

Mark Osgood, rollingartbicycles.com  

https://www.marcadams.com/product/the-great-bicycle-frame-up-with-mark-osgood/
https://www.marcadams.com/product/the-great-bicycle-frame-up-with-mark-osgood/
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Rich Escallier 
 
Wondering how to remove a blemish from a (fancy) tool, I called Bridge City.  They rec-
ommended Klingspor hand blocks.  I ordered some, they worked well.  Itôs a solid abra-
sive and wearing away a layer exposes a fresh layer.  After finishing the project, they 
wound up on a shelf.  Recently, Iôve learned they work fine for cleaning up old tools. 
Coarse is expensive when buying just one.  Get the three pack.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Many shops are in the basement.  Some require a trip to an out building.  Either way, going to the 
shop can bring a chill.  After discovering lined jeans a few years ago, itôs become preferred winter 
attire.  Lined jeans are more comfortable in the basement shop, and going outdoors means less of 
a chill. Buy two and keep one pair clean (out of the basement) to make it past the fashion police.  
 

 

 

 

Product endorsement #1  

Bonus = lined jeans are on sale now at Farm & Fleet through March second or third.  Theyôre prob-
ably discounted other places too. 


