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ZOOM Meetings
Unfortunately, FVWWC must defer our
regular face to face meetings for the
foreseeable future. Instead we will be
using a video conferencing service
called Zoom to hold meetings. See page
2 for more information about participating in a Zoom video conference. Current
plans are to have the SIG zoom meetings
on separate days the week before the
general meetings. For the June 2 zoom
general meeting, we will have a presentation of show and tell projects that have
been submitted since the May 19 zoom
meeting. Participating presenters will be
able to briefly discuss their project. The
FVWWC board will explore the idea of
video demos for future zoom meetings.
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Zoom
7:00PM

Scroll Saw SIG
Zoom

7:00PM

ShopSmith SIG

(Wed)
June 2

Zoom
7:00PM

General Meeting

(Tues)

Zoom

Virtual Show and Tell
Want to have your projects included in the
newsletter or Zoom meeting show and
tell. Send your tips and project photos to
Lee Nye at:
roadbiker123@gmail.com
or
woodworkers@fvwwc.org
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Tips for Zoom Meeting Attendees
To participate in one of our Zoom meetings you will need a laptop, tablet, or smart phone, preferably with both microphone and video camera capabilities. It is possible to participate with audio only if you have no video camera or your internet connection is too slow. The basic Zoom
app is free and it is a good idea to go to the zoom website and download it to your computer or
device ahead of the meeting.
The SIG and General Meeting email notices will have a zoom link to the meeting and you may
just click on the link to join the meeting - the necessary zoom software will download when you
do if you haven't already installed it. It may also have a phone number to join with your smart
phone. After establishing the zoom connection, you may have to wait until the meeting moderator starts the meeting and adds you to the meeting. Make sure you enable your audio and
start your video when joining the meeting so you can be seen and heard. For larger numbers
of participants, the moderator is in control and may mute all participants and just enable one
speaker at a time. Be patient - this is a learning experience for all of us and we are likely to
have a few glitches.
Here are some suggestions for good zoom etiquette:

Mute your microphone
To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute your microphone when you
are not speaking. There is a microphone icon at the bottom left of your zoom screen that will
show the status of your microphone. Be aware that when you speak unmuted, you will be highlighted on the video for all to see and hear. It can be very embarrassing to have your private
commentary with your spouse or kids heard by all!
Be mindful of background noise
When your microphone is not muted, avoid activities that could create additional noise, such as
shuffling papers. Even a cough or sneeze will move the screen to you.
Position your camera properly
If you choose to use a web camera, be sure it is in a stable position and focused at eye level, if
possible. Doing so helps create a more direct sense of engagement with other participants.
Limit distractions
You can make it easier to focus on the meeting by turning off notifications, closing or minimizing
running apps, and muting your smartphone.
If the moderator has all participants muted, you can signal that you have a question or comment by
simply clicking on CHAT and typing a question mark ? The moderator or cohost will recognize
you in turn.
Be careful to keep the meeting email to club members only - hackers have been known to zoombomb
and disrupt meetings.
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We LOVE research. To the club’s research DVD (unfortunately unavailable until we can open up the
actual physical library) we have added 22 mallet plans, 17 sewing machine cabinet plans, 16 spice
boxes, 18 tissue boxes, 4 vegetable bins, 34 banks, and 37 sideboards and huntboards. We are also looking at period furniture, but that may be another rat hole like jigs. There is a never ending supply of those articles.
MOST IMPORTANTLY, while we may not be having our monthly meetings and the book library is
closed, the research library is OPEN and available. If you are looking for a new project, and who isn’t since we’re confined to our homes, we would be happy to give you some assistance and provide
ideas and plans for any project you are considering. Simply drop an email to
resource@FVWWC.org.

To shamelessly steal from the insurance ad, “Remember, Big Lou’s like you, he is looking for something to do, too.”

FVWWC Scroll Saw SIG
The next Scroll Saw SIG in-person meeting is still anybody’s guess, but at least we can supplement with our ZOOM encounters. Our first ZOOM meeting was so successful that we will continue
them for the foreseeable future. ZOOM is not rocket science. If you can call on a flip phone, you
can get in on a ZOOM meeting. If anyone would like to practice with ZOOM, just drop me a note
and I will set up a 1-on-1 meeting and walk you through whatever you need to know to feel comfortable. The club has even institutionalized a ZOOM schedule so that all the SIGs will be on different nights. That will allow folks who want to attend more than one SIG (and I won’t get my feelings hurt by having you skip our SIG). The SIGs will all be the week before the regular meeting.
Hand Tools will be on Monday, Scroll Saw on Tuesday, Shopsmith on Wednesday, and Fundamentals on Thursday. So for next month, our SIG ZOOM meeting will be May 26 th (yes, I know,
exactly one week after our first whole club ZOOM meeting). But I think I’ll have a BUNCH of patterns that I have converted to Inkscape and I can show them to you during that meeting and you
can let me know what size you want. Then I’ll just upload the PDF files (or even Inkscape files if
you want) to groups.io.
Don’t forget to send pictures to Lee at roadbiker123@gmail.com. He will include them in our
“virtual” Show ‘N Tell in the newsletter.
Dave Dockstader
2020
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Da Big Raffle
RAFFLE NEWS

Whenever the next meeting is held the
raffle item will be the very heavy, very
expensive Excalibur 21" scroll
saw. This is a truly professional tool
that will give you above average results
on your scroll saw projects. This saw
comes with a stand and a power foot
pedal for a cost of over $900. Since we
will be sheltered in place for a couple of
weeks, we won't be spending as much
money on incidentals. So, use some of
that saved money to buy a chance on
this great tool. $5 each or 3 for $10 will
put your name in the pot for the future
drawing.
Norm Musur & Bill Knudsen
Raffle and Silent Auction Committee
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FVWWC Shop Safety
Chisel Safety, Michael Fross.

When I think of woodworking tools, it doesn’t get much simpler than a chisel. It’s basically just a
pointy piece of metal with a handle. However, in my opinion, a chisel is the most wonderful, useful
and versatile tool in a woodworker’s tool cabinet. I can’t imagine anyone working wood without a
set or two (or three.)
But is it a safe tool? It doesn’t spin at 5,000 rpms. No masks or hearing protection is needed.
Heck, it doesn’t even plug into the wall! How dangerous can it be? In my experience, that simplicity
leads to carelessness and carelessness can lead to having a very bad day. Case in point, I took a
hand cut dovetail class with Rob Cosman many years ago and one of the students had to run to the
emergency room for hand stitches. Rob said this happens every four or five classes. It’s certainly
more dangerous than other hand tools such as planes, drills, or saws.
The good news is that simply paying attention and following some simple guidelines is really all you
need to use your chisels successfully and safely.
Rule 1: The most important rule of chisel safety is to keep them sharp. Really sharp. Not only will
they perform better, but a sharp chisel cuts easier, requires less force, and therefore provides more
control. A chisel should be the sharpest tool in your shop and kept that way.
And, as you sit back and smile with pride at your newly sharpened chisels, please don’t throw them
in a drawer with your files and rasps. They won’t stay sharp for long and you are going to cut yourself at some point reaching into that drawer. A good way to protect them is to lovingly store them in
a leather tool roll or with a guard over the blade. Even a folded piece of cardboard and blue tape
should protect them. Knitting them cozies is entirely optional.
Rule 2: Never hold the work with one hand while chiseling with the other. It only takes seconds to
use your vise or clamp it to the bench. If you must hold it in one hand, be sure to choke up on your
chisel so a slip will not stain your piece red. Use light cuts only and do not use much force.
Rule 3: Always cut with the blade pointing away from your body and keep your hands behind the
cutting edge. Obvious, right? You’d be surprised how easy it is to forget this when you are concentrating on getting the job done. Happens to me all the time.
Rule 4: Use sandpaper or a file to break the sharp machined sides on new chisels to prevent cutting yourself while holding the chisel. New chisels can come with very sharp side edges. When you
get a new set, just make sure they are safe to use. It only takes a moment and must only be done
once.
Rule 5: Wear safety goggles if you are striking the chisel with a mallet. Let’s face it, with all of that
working out you’ve been meaning to do, there is a risk of chips exploding everywhere, including into
your eyes. I have had this happen while mortising and was glad to have been wearing safety glasses.
Lastly, for those who don’t use chisels that often, sharpen them up, think about what you are doing,
and use them. Soon they will be an indispensable part of your woodworking. And who knows, you
just might have picked up knitting.
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Ray Rayner’s Bandsaw (by Rich Escallier)
A number of band saws have visited in my shop, and left for one reason or another. One of the departures (the Powermatic 14”) was a choice I’d like to have back, but it is what it is. Our community
woodshop has two Powermatic 14s and a Jet 18” for resaw.
A 10” Rikon fits in my basement, doesn’t require running a
220 line, and serves the purpose. Attached is a picture
along with an explanation of all the stuff hanging off it. Admittedly it looks a bit cluttered like Ray Rayner with little
notes hanging off.
1 - 3. Rockler’s snake arm
magnetic light is $59.00.
Instead, a grip tite magnetic
feather board makes a fine
holder for a $5.00 Ikea
clamp light and a dust
mask. Dust masks that
land on a work surface
have a way of turning nose
side down. In that position
they collect dust that floats
around the shop. Wearing a mask that’s spent any time positioned like a funnel defeats the purpose.
4 - A 6" Combination square lives on a magnet on top of the
saw.
4.5 - A factory rip
fence on its bracket

4.75 - A wrench
that came with the
saw. Don't use it
or remember what
it's for.
5 - One large rare earth magnet on top of a smaller one
makes a hook for a plastic drafting triangle. The other metal
triangle only needs one magnet.
6 - (should really be #1 because it’s been in use for longest). A paper binder clamp with magnets holds a pair of
dedicated safety glasses. (Take the ears off the paper
clamp first) The safety glasses has tape around them the
same color as the band saw. That gets them returned to
the band saw (most of the time).
7 - A second grip tite serves as a hook for hearing protection. If the grip tite is going to be used, so should the hearing protection.
2020
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Ray Rayner’s Bandsaw (by Rich Escallier)
8 - The Rigid magnetic feather board was a good find,
and should live on the table saw. The table saw needs a
220 line. It’s been on the to do list since moving 1.5
years ago. The table saw also requires dust collection
both are available at the community Woodshop.
9 - A small tray holds a Vac crevice tool, speed square,
spacer blocks, push sticks, and what ever I don’t feel like
putting away.
10 - Shop Vac that turns on when the band saw goes on.

11 - 13 A bracket for the miter gauge fashioned using
fence ties. Fence ties are aluminum. They are strong,
easy to bend, and I've used them to make quick hooks or
loops for years. Hooks for a 30-degree sled, a 90-degree
sled, and a small Harbor Freight dust brush and pan.
14. Push stick

15 - Tape measure (Honestly doesn’t always return here)
16 - (not pictured). It wouldn’t be necessary on this bench
top band saw, but was installed on the resaw unit with
12” capacity (height) in the community woodshop. Occasionally a tall board being resawn has tension that lurks
inside. Those wedges help prevent the blade from being
squeezed by the material.
17 - (not pictured) A chart that lists the minimum cutting
radius for each size blade is taped to the back of the
saw. It’s not pictured, and not prominent, because cutting curves anywhere close to those specs is an ability
that fantasies are made of.
(Thanks to Rich Escallier for sending in this article about his well accessorized bandsaw. Who is
Ray Rayner you may ask? I grew up in Ohio so I had no clue. Google and Wikipedia answers all.
Ray Rayner was a television presenter, actor and author. Starting in 1953 he and his co-host Mina
Kolb hosted a somewhat free-form noon-time show that featured music, puppets, and comedy.
Later he was the staple of Chicago children's television in the 1960s and 1970s on WGN-TV. I
take it that clutter was part of his schtick. - Editor)

2020

FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL 60510-1047
http://www.fwwc.org — woodworkers@fvwwc.org

President’s Sawdust
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or
philosophical, but hopefully
always entertaining.

The Hobbyist Woodworker
Most of us fall into the category of being a hobbyist woodworker. This is in contrast to doing such work for
a profession. Because we do not have to worry about money, time, and effort employed into our ventures,
we have great advantage over our counterparts. It provides a sort of soft cushion to the harsh realities of
making a profit. The reasons to be happy for being a part of the hobbyist group abound and being on the
fun side allows us several extravagances.
First, we have much more latitude in what we wish to work on. Commissioning a job that you don’t really
want to do must be drudgery. People doing woodworking for fun get to pick and choose whatever endeavor they wish to pursue, be it wood turning, furniture, or chip carving.
We can count time as we please. Einstein said that time is relative. Nothing could be closer to the truth in
the shop. You can spend the day busy working on a project and not realize how many hours you spent.
Time for us doesn’t matter. Time is money to the professional. To us, who cares?
We can justify purchasing that tool we covet regardless of the price. People who do something for fun and
passion don’t have to sharpen their pencil to determine whether buying something is going to bring a greater profit. We use words like “quality”, “nice”, and even “pretty”. It doesn’t matter that we’ll only use it
once and that we could use an alternative tool for a quarter of the price. The practical thinker would morph
the word tool into toy for many of our purchases. For the not for profit woodworker, that’s ok. We have
the extravagance of having different priorities than mere profit. Our projects can be completed over budget
and over time because she-whom-we-adore simply asks for it and we aim to lay our sacrifice at her feet.
There is another great advantage. No one sees our mistakes except ourselves. Build a gift, give it to someone or keep it for yourself. Either way there will never be a person who says, “My, that finish is poor”, or
“Gee, there’s a little crack between those two pieces of wood”. Anyone receiving the item will always be
grateful not grumpy.
Besides all these wonderful advantages, there is one more that needs to be mentioned. If I grow tired of
what I’m doing, get frustrated over its difficulty, or just want to do something else, I can simply walk away. I
can choose to work on it later even if that means days, weeks, months or even years after starting it. Not
true for the professional. So, the next time you ponder about hanging out a shingle and making money
from your wood time, take these factors into consideration. You may get what you wish for and end up taking the joy from your passion. (Reprinted from November 2012 newsletter)
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Curved Router Fence
I don’t know about you, but I avoid freehand routing on a router table if at all possible. This operation is usually required when edge routing a curved piece. You
should use a guide pin near the router bit to ease the piece into the bit, but control of the material is not ideal. My other issue with this operation is the lack of
depth-of-cut control, unless you can gradually raise the bit into the cut. The
bearing on the router bit is sized for a full depth of cut and this can contribute to
kickbacks and tear outs. If you have an assortment of bearing sizes, you could
start with a larger bearing for a shallow cut and move in
steps to the full depth. Still, curved pieces often reverse grain direction over the cut and are vulnerable to
chip outs or tear outs. Yes, you can back-cut (rout in
the “wrong” direction) for those areas to minimize this
problem, but freehand routing at full depth makes that
operation very unsafe in my opinion. All of this is to explain why I was reluctant to freehand rout a panel slot in
a “tombstone” rail for the doors on my secretary desk.
After all the trouble and cost of selecting and matching
the figured cherry for the doors, the last thing I need is
to ruin the piece on the router table.

Lee

What I needed was a curved router table fence and
that is what I came up with as a solution. The curved
fence is actually the cutoff from the rail, sanded
smooth. I drilled a clearance hole for the bit in the
curved fence, attached the fence to an arm that in turn
attaches to my regular router table fence, and slowly
advanced the fence into the router bit. This buried the
cutter wing in the fence, helping reduce chip out. This
setup gave me the depth of cut adjustability and safety
of operation I wanted. Even back-cutting worked well
with this approach. The router bit I used was part of a
stacked rail and stile combo bit, using the ¼ inch slot
cutter part only.
I simply rotated the work piece around the fence, gradually moving the fence in for deeper cuts, until I reached the bearing. I
think it worked out well – no kickback, chipping, or tearing of the
work piece. The radius of the curved fence just needs to be
less than that of smallest radius of your work piece and all will
be good. It should work okay on irregularly curved projects, too
(Reprinted from Feb 2013 FVWWC newsletter)
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL
Given that we are precluded from our usual face-to-face Show and Tell, we can still share / brag
about what we have been making in our woodshops. Just email your project photos and description to Lee Nye at roadbiker123@gmail.com or message them from your smartphone to 630-6056373. Here is what I have received in time for the June newsletter.
Arnie Bandstra
I am working on a highboy. Nothing fancy; no carvings, no ball and claw, flat top with mounding. It is an old Glen Huey plan I’ve had for a long time.
My mortising machine came in handy for leg post mortises (first picture) but it was not cutting
right; too much play. I first had to replace the vertical drawer tracks. I had saved some that
were in my dishwasher repair and turned out to be much tighter. Now works great.

Woody Johnson
I'm not sure when the club will have
the next virtual show and tell, but
here's an item to include. It's a small
platter made from an unknown species of wood. It's a burl and it appears
to be some very dense tropical wood.
If someone knows what it might be I
would appreciate the feedback.
Also, I was very honored to have a
photo of my shop selected at the banner for The Hybrid Woodworking
group on Facebook!
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL
Dave Burk
I have been working on a stylized segmented wooden superconducting cavity while being
home (I work at Fermilab). This wooden cavity is a retirement gift for myself for when I retire
in 18 more years. It is a work in progress it is made of segmented cherry. I am working from
a print from a real cavity that is made of Niobium, I used a copier to enlarge the print to full
size 7.875 tall x 4.25 dia.. I cut out the full-size print and glued to a piece of graph paper,
from there I figured out the size of each segmented rings that I cut out the segments using a
chop saw and disc sander, I assembled the segments, glued together. After the glue cured I
used my vertical mill to flatten & thickness the segmented rings. Using my lathe I glued each
ring onto a face plate, using my tail stock as a clamp. I glued each ring rotating each ring to
give the turning a "brick wall" look. I am using a pattern that was cut from the full size print
and using my lathe tools cut the profile. I am using 2 separate face plates and joining the
turned parts Hopefully the parts fit together when done!
(Editor—Dave subsequently finished his model and sent me the photo below right)
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL
Dave Dockstader
6 iPhone stands. All approximately
5/16" thick. Woods are walnut, oak
and alder. Patterns I converted to
Inkscape from various Internet
sources. Simple two-piece design.
Currently unfinished but will probably
dunk in Watco oil. Wanted to see how
patterns would resize and made a sizing jig for my router table to cut the
slots on both pieces. Will not do California Raisin or Grumpy ever again.
Certainly not on oak! But I learned a
lot about gluing pieces back in when
they break off.
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL
Rich Escallier
I’ve (finally) finished a shadow box (showcase)
coffee table. A pair of glass end tables from Habitat was the starting point building the table from
inside out using the existing pieces of
glass. Thanks to Dave for Outstanding Library
Services. He searched his (our) archives, and
sent a number of plans. Portions of two were incorporated. The top was made using 3/8” material. Bow tie inlays reinforce the end grain to side
grain joints. I practiced on a scrap, and put 6 inlays
on the bottom side before starting on the visible
side. Rockler’s Plain Template kit is $20. The
Complete Inlay Kit (bushing, bit, and extra template thicknesses) is just over $55.00. It was easy
to use and the results were worth the effort.
There are a couple spots that scream, laugh, taunt
when I look at them, but mortals (non Woodworker’s) don’t see them. Grain direction/matching deserved better attention. It feels/looks good and
works exactly like intended. White Oak Danish oil
and Briwax finish. Ebony bow ties.
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL
Ken Ebner
Here is a photo of the "Folk Art" that I
shared with the Scrollsaw SIG during last
week's Zoom meeting.
A photo of my granddaughter Mia skateboarding with an elongated shadow which
inspired my perpetuating the scene in a
shadowbox. This an 8" X 10" piece with my
granddaughter's body and hoverboard cut
out by scrollsaw from 1/4" material and
glued on a backing board. The hair & helmet have multiple layers of the 1/4" material to create depth. To show depth on the
hoodie I sculpted the folds using plastic
wood for a full 3-D effect. I mixed various
colors of acrylic paint for the scene. This
will be an 8th birthday present to her. Making up stuff to do while staying at home is
getting harder to do.

Lee Nye
Walnut Clock Case
In my search for woodworking projects, I came
across an old plaque commemorating some long
-forgotten company effort with a nice 3 inch
quartz clock movement. Tossed out the plaque
and decided to make a walnut case for the
movement. All the material was from cutoffs including some moldings from previous clock cases. Here it is, I think the case is worth ten times
the clock movement. Finished with Tried & True.
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2020
FVWWC Officers & Staff
President:

Tom Sharp
president@fvwwc.org

Vice President:

Dave Burk

Special Interest Groups
ShopSmith
SIG Chair:
Scrollsaw
SIG Chair:
Hand Tool
SIG Chair:

vicepresident@fvwwc.org
Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff

Al John
ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG
Dave Dockstader
ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG
Arnie Bandstra
Michael Fross
HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG

finances@fvwwc.org

Secretary:

Michael Rauchmiller

Steve Fox

WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG

secretary@fvwwc.org
Programs:

Dan Jarodsky
programs@fvwwc.org

Membership:

Eric Springer

membership@fvwwc.org
Website Director

John Gesiakowski
webmaster@fvwwc.org

Resources:

Dave Dockstader
resource@fvwwc.org

Member-at-Large:

Al John
memberatlarge@fvwwc.org

2020 Membership Dues
Dues for 2020 can be paid at the general meetings just see Eric Springer at his table before the meeting or during break. Dues are still $30 per individual
which includes the whole family. Please note that
family members must reside at the same address.
Our by-laws require payment of dues by February 15. Members unpaid after that time are removed from membership rolls and mailing lists.
If you are unable to pay in person, or forgot your
checkbook, mail in your dues. Print out the membership form from our website:

Communications

Lee Nye

Director:

woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Raffles:

Norm Musur

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf

Bill Knudsen

Mail it in:

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

FVWWC Membership Chair

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

PO Box 1041

Shop Tour Chair:

Bill Knudsen

Batavia, IL 60510-1041
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Hand Tool SIG
May 25, 2020
The next Hand Tool SIG will be a Zoom video conference at 7:00pm on
Monday, May 25.,2020 Look for an email with the Zoom link and / or call-in
phone number.
Arnie Bandstra and Michael Fross
HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG

ShopSmith SIG
May 27, 2020
The next ShopSmith SIG will be a Zoom video conference at 7:00pm on
Wednesday, May 27.,2020 Look for an email with the Zoom link and / or call-in
phone number.
Al John
ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG
No meeting in June.
Michael Rauchmiller (Rocky)
WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG

Scroll Saw SIG
May 26, 2020
The next Scroll Saw SIG will be a Zoom video conference at 7:00pm on
Tuesday, May 26.,2020 Check your inbox for an email with the Zoom link
and / or call-in phone number. (See page 4 for more details.)
Dave Dockstader
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!
FVWWC Website http://www.fvwwc.org
Email woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Zoom Meeting scheduled for
June 2
Check your email for the link
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