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Keith will discuss using resins as an    
enhancement to turning 

March 2020 

Date Time Event 

 

March 3 

(Tues) 

 

6:30PM 

  

Hand Tool SIG 

Scroll Saw SIG 

Fundamentals SIG 
 

March 3 

(Tues) 

7:30PM 

  

General Meeting 

March 18

(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 

Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

February 2020 

Date 

Feb 4 

Time 

6:30PM 

Event 

Hand Tool SIG 

Scroll Saw SIG 

ShopSmiith SIG 

 

Feb 4 

(Tues) 

 7:30PM  General Meeting 

Feb 19 

(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 

Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 
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Da Big Raffle 

RAFFLE NEWS 

The chance to win the latest technology in clamps will continue.  Four Bessey GearKlamps 
(2-18" and 2-24") are in the February raffle.  What makes these clamps different is that the 
handle is behind the jaws.  The turn handle is positioned on center with the rail ( the bar 
passes through the handle).  This allows you to clamp in tighter quarters and gives you 
more knuckle clearance in front of closed surfaces.  Come see them at the Feb. 4 meet-
ing.  Buy a ticket(s), $5 each or 3 for $10, members only and see if 2020 is your lucky 
year! 

 

Norm Musur & Bill Knudsen  

Raffle and Silent Auction Committee 

  

Start the New Year Safely 

We plan to publish monthly shop safety articles in this newsletter beginning this month.  

While it is possible to do yourself harm with almost any shop tool, we will be emphasizing 

power equipment safety.  If any of you would like to contribute a safety article or even a safe-

ty tip, please contact Al John, he is our coordinator for safety.  Al is our FVWWC member at 

large and his email  address is memberatlarge@fvwwc.org  or just look him up at the Febru-

ary meeting .   

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
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We have received a number of books and magazines from a generous donor, eleven large boxes. 

We have gone through them and cataloged them. Unfortunately, there was a large number of maga-

zines, most of which we will distribute at meetings, free to whomever will take them home. There 

were also a number of books that we already have in the library. Those will be sold at the upcoming 

library sale, probably in April or May. So start saving your pennies because these books are in pris-

tine condition. It will be like picking up a brand new $20 book for a buck, or fifty cents if it is a paper-

back. I have been cataloging them as fast as I can, but I’m not finished. These are the books that 

aren’t duplicates – so far: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Realistic Decoys Bridenhagen, Keith & Spiel-
man, Patrick 

Carving 

Building Chairs - 17 Time-Life Books Desks, Tables, and Chairs 

Matting And Framing Thompson, Janean Framing 

Small Intarsia Roberts, Judy Gale & Booher, 
Jerry 

Intarsia 

Joinery Methods Of Fastening 
Wood 

Self, Charles R. Joinery 

The Complete Book Of Wood Join-
ery 

DeCristoforo, R. J. Joinery 

Portable Power Tools - 03 Time-Life Books Power Tools 

Beds Miller, Jeff Projects - General 

The Wood Stash Project Book Pierce, Kerry Projects - General 

Outdoor Structures Time-Life Books Projects - Outdoor 

Advanced Routing - 19 Time-Life Books Router / Shaper 

Getting The Very Best From Your 
Scroll Saw 

Geary, Don Scroll Saw 

Making Wooden Baskets On Your 
Scroll Saw 

Nelson, John A. & Guimond, 
William 

Scroll Saw Patterns 
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FVWWC Shop Safety  

Jointer Safety, Eric Springer 

When I was asked to write a safety article about the jointer, I wasn’t sure what to say.  Don’t all power tools 
share the same suggestions?  Do proper maintenance, keep a clean work area, don’t wear loose clothing, 
etc. While all of these are important there are physical risks when using a jointer.  One thing I thought as I 
wrote this was how happy the jointer must be that the table saw gets all the attention regarding kickback 
issues, but the jointer shares that issue with half the attention.  Another issue I learned about is people 
flattening their fingertips because their fingers were hanging over the edge of the board as they were push-
ing it through the jointer.  That last issue is especially bad… you know how hard it is to get blood stains out of 
your project? 
 
On a serious note, what was I going to write about?  I don’t think anyone wanted to read a check list so in-
stead you can find one in the reference material by Fine Woodworking.  I’m going to take the time to talk 
about some of the things that are on that checklist as well as other articles all of which are referenced below.  
While you will probably be left in awe of the safety article I’ve submitted (didn’t say it was good), I strongly 
encourage you to check out the referenced materials for the better writing and more thorough explanations 
of everything. 
 
If kickback is an issue on a jointer how can we avoid it?  Sharp blades and paying attention to grain direction 
can help.  If you have sharp blades and you are cutting with the grain you will have a smoother cut reducing 
the chance of kickback.  To protect the blades and further reduce the chance of kickback check the material 
for foreign objects like nails and staples.  A cheap metal detector can do wonders, I found one by Zircon I re-
ally liked on Amazon for thirty bucks almost 5 years ago that I still use today. 
 
Next let’s talk about material holding which can help with kickback and save those fingertips as well.  Push 
pads, push sticks or push blocks can be very helpful here.  Personally, I save push sticks for the table saw and 
don’t use them much on the jointer.  You will usually find me using push pads and occasionally push blocks 
on the jointer.  Push pads are my go-to as I have two bench dog push pads that I use 90% of the time.   I like 
push blocks when I have material that isn’t flat on the top which allows me to cut something to match for a 
better hold.  Then I will try to cut in a lip to hang off the back to help push the material through.  
 
Another safety tip I learned while doing research for this article is that you should only take a cut depth of a 
sixteenth of an inch on clear material and if you have end grain or a knot or two then you should only take a 
thirty-second of an inch cut.  Well there’s a rule I’ve broken more than I would like to admit to, in my de-
fense usually on softer woods.  We can all always do better with safety in our shops, I’m definitely no excep-
tion.  So, for 2020 let us enjoy the many safety articles that will be featured in the newsletter and make im-
provements where we can.   In the meantime, be safe and make some saw dust! 
 

Here are the promised reference materials: 

https://www.finewoodworking.com/2009/04/01/safety-manual-jointer 
https://www.core77.com/posts/70085/Jointer-Safety-Tips-and-Basics 
https://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-tips/techniques/joinery/6-jointer-pointers 
 

https://www.finewoodworking.com/2009/04/01/safety-manual-jointer
https://www.core77.com/posts/70085/Jointer-Safety-Tips-and-Basics
https://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-tips/techniques/joinery/6-jointer-pointers
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Current Event: 

None 

Future Events: 

 

We are looking for additional hosts for 2020. Regardless of the size of your shop we are very much 
interested in visiting your workspace. The value of Shop Tours is the networking among fellow 
woodworkers which is a great experience - everyone who attends goes away just a little more knowl-
edgeable than when they came. 

 

Woodworking Show – Milwaukee (http://www.thewoodworkingshows.com/milwaukee.html) 

February 21 – February 23, 2020 

Friday (12:00 pm – 6:00 pm) 

Saturday (10:00 am – 6:00 pm) 

Sunday (10:00 am – 3:00 pm) 

 

Tickets: $12 purchased online; $14 cash at door 

 

Milwaukee County Sports Complex 
6000 W Ryan Road 
Franklin, WI 53132 

 

April 2020 – Al John’s Shop – Sycamore, IL  

 

 

Shop Tours Coordinator 

Bill Knudsen 

shoptours@fvwwc.org 

630-215-3272 

 
 
 

Shop Tours 

http://www.thewoodworkingshows.com/milwaukee.html
mailto:shoptours@fvwwc.org
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully  

always entertaining. 

 

The New Veneers 

 

Wood veneers have been around a long time.  Furniture has been found in the tombs of pharaohs with veneer ap-

plied.  Veneers have become thinner over time but have remained relatively unchanged since the time of the Egyptian 

kings - until now.   

Let me explain.  Recently a friend of mine gave me a call.  Dan does custom woodworking for lots of clients including 

companies in Chicago.  One of his current customers is the Trump Tower.  The job he acquired is to resurface the 

doors on several floors of the hotel.  Fortunately the doors are flat and lend themselves to applying a veneer to their 

surface.  So this is a big job covering big surface areas. 

Because it was such a large job, Dan did some research on veneers and found a more efficient way of approaching the 

project.  Normally this would require veneer sheets to be jointed together to cover the doors.  Not anymore.  You can 

now acquire veneer in large panel sheets that will easily cover an entire door.  Instead of slicing a thin roll from a log 

or cutting thin slices, veneers can now be made in large sections.   

First, a substrate is put down.  This substrate can be almost any medium; a thin layer of plastic, cotton, or wood fibers.  

The next layer is a liquid emulsification of ground wood and chemicals to keep it bound together.  The wood is a com-

mon garden variety such as pine, alder, or birch.  Because the mixture is ground up, it looks like pizza dough when first 

applied.  The combination of the substrate and the wood fibers are then run through a set of rollers to make an even 

compressed thin single layer.  The rollers may have indentations that will give the surface of the veneer the appear-

ance of open pores or grain depending upon the type of veneer to be made.   The sheets are then baked to dry the 

emulsification.   

After the sheets are stabilized through the heating process they are run through a printer.  The printing is what gives 

the common wood its particular uniqueness and can be as varied as there are woods.  You want quarter sawn white 

oak?  You can have quarter sawn white oak.  There‘s a print for bubinga, Brazilian rose wood, and perfect tiger maple.  

Finishing is done just like regular wood with lacquer, polyurethane or any other application.  However, because of the 

homogeneous consistency of the wood, stain applications don’t work so well.    

The advantage and disadvantage of this new technique is in its uniformity.   The big panels have a degree of repeti-

tion.  This may or may not be aesthetically appealing.  On small jobs, you can’t see this.  Big or small, it eliminates the 

issues of knots, changes in wood grain, or color differentiation.   

Overall this new process of making wood veneer opens the door to easier applications of large panels that are made 

from “real” wood with perfect pattern and form.  Plus, you can get whatever wood species your heart desires.  There 

is one other advantage.  We will no longer need to remove those trees we love.    
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Are you covered? 

(I covered this topic in the April 2013 newsletter, but I think it is important enough 
to do it again.  Many of you have a lot invested in your woodshops and an  under-
insured loss would be very difficult to recover from.) 

Insurance is a necessary evil in life and insurance companies are often viewed 
with suspicion by the public – with some justification, I think.  First of all, I am not 
an expert on insurance and will not recommend for or against any particular com-
pany.  The main point of this article is to check your homeowners policy to make 
sure you have the coverages you need. Do your homework and seek the best fit for your needs.  

I long had a basic operating mode when it comes to auto and homeowners insurance.  I get multiple 
quotes, check the company ratings, and pick the lowest cost company.  Often I have found that a 
company that gives me an attractive initial rate, increases the premium after the initial period – kind 
of a carrot and stick strategy.  The fact that no claims for loss have occurred does not seem to mat-
ter.  This does not work with me and significant rate increases trigger a new rate quote seeking pro-
cess.  A company that keeps its rates stable will keep my business for several years before I check 
rates again.   

A few years ago, my insurance company raised its premiums substantially and I chose a new com-
pany that saved me considerable premium cost.  This was a large nationally advertised company 
with a good rating and service reputation and I was pleased to move my policies to them.  After get-
ting all the paperwork done, the company mailed me their policies and eventually I got around to 
scanning through them. Imagine my chagrin to discover that coverage for shop tools was limited to 
$2000 or so in their limits of liability section.  It is typical to find limits of one or two thousand dollars 
for firearms, jewelry, electronic equipment, and such, but not I think, for tools.  Yes, tools and items 
used for business purposes are typically limited or excluded from coverage.  But my tools, like most 
of us, are for personal use only.  Given a $500 or greater deductible, many of us would get no cov-
erage for a partial loss of our tools and woefully insufficient coverage for a total loss.  Some of us 
probably have more than $2000 in our router bit collection alone!  The discovery of this inadequate 
coverage led to a call to my agent and a request for a rider to add more coverage.  Unfortunately, 
the company did not offer any options for more coverage.  I cancelled my policies and picked anoth-
er company that had no specific limits to loss coverage on my tools.   

This experience led to a new procedure in my insurance quote process.  Before I sign up with a new 
company, I ask the agent to email me a pdf file of their policy – not a brochure, but the actual policy.  
Even though the agent says tools are not limited, I check the policies anyway.  This review may re-
veal other limitations you were not expecting.  Make the effort to examine your homeowners pol-
icy to see if your tools and other valuables are sufficiently insured against loss. 

While most standard homeowner’s policies do not cover loss due to flooding from the outside, they 
also may exclude losses due to sewer backups or sump pump failures. If you have a basement 
shop, you might want to add sewer backup and sump pump coverage to your homeowners policy.  
Some years ago, Naperville had a “100 years” flood.  Many home basements were flooded due to 
the power failures and no sump pump draining of ground water, not the overflowing river water.  
Sump pumps have been known to fail, also.  Having a water alarm near the sump pump may save 
you if you are at home to hear it.  Sewer backup and sump pump insurance will cover you if you are 
not home. 

 

Lee 
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While we are on the subject of insurance, here’s another suggestion.  My father was in the property 
- casualty insurance business for many years.  He strongly recommended taking photographs of 
your personal property and keeping them in a safe place – off premises.  Insurance claims adjusters 
aim to settle fairly but for the minimum cost to their company.  They often encounter claims from 
their insured that exaggerate the quality and value of lost items.  For example, an insured claiming 
the stolen tools are high end “Festool” brand, when all the other tools the adjuster sees are “Harbor 
Freight”.   Inventory lists of items are helpful but could still be disputed by a skeptical claims adjust-
er.  Digital photos or videos of your tools will help validate your claim and remind you of what you 
had.  And, it is easier to document your tools with pictures then manually listing an inventory.  Take 
digital photos of your shop tool inventory – maybe once a year, including the contents of cabinets 
and drawers.  Copy the digital files to a flash drive or writeable DVD disk and keep it in a safe de-
posit box.   

I hope this helps and that you will never need to use your insurance. 
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SHOW AND TELL 

January 7, 2020 Meeting 

 

Name: Gary Fuller 

Project:  Spalted Apple Clock 

Wood:  Spalted Apple 

Finish:  Polyurethane 

 

Name: Dave Dockstader 

Project: Beer Tap Handle 

Wood: Walnut, Mahogany, Maple  

Finish:  Danish Oil & Wax 
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SHOW AND TELL 

January 7, 2020 Meeting 

 

Name:  Arnie Bandstra 

Project:  Duck Letter Openers 

Wood: Some of 101 species 

Finish:  Shellac & Wax 

 

Name: Dave Dockstader 

Project: Fine Adjustment Tool 

Wood: Old Chinese Scrap Oak 

Finish:  Spray Deft & Wax 

 

Name:  Arnie Bandstra 

Project: box  (below) 

Wood: Bubinga—Cocobolo 

Finish:  Shellac & Wax 

 

Name:  Arnie Bandstra 

Project:   Turning w/ Chip Carving 

Wood:   Catalpa 

Finish:  Poly 



 

2020 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                               11    

 http://www.fwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

SHOW AND TELL 

January 7, 2020 Meeting 

 

Name:  Don Sinnott 

Project: Saw Vise 

Wood: White Oak & Ash 

Finish:  Oil 

 

Name:  Jim Volkening 

Project:  Pipe  

Wood: Maple & Oak 

Note: Modeled after “Lord of the Rings” 
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SHOW AND TELL 

January 7, 2020 Meeting 

 

Name:  Jesus Orduna 

Project: Gold leaf carved figures  

for Christmas decorations 

Wood: Pine scraps 

Finish:  Gold leaf and water based paint 

 

Name: Jesus Orduna 

Project: Wooden Tripod w/ leather seat 

Wood:  unk 

Finish:  3 coats Shellac & Wax 
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SHOW AND TELL 

January 7, 2020 Meeting 

 

Name:  Jeff Smith 

Project: Face 

Wood: Cedar 

Finish:  none 

Note: For NY Tudor house 

 

Name:  Jeff Smith 

Project: Shift Knob Skull 

Wood: Maple 

Finish:  none 
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SHOW AND TELL 

January 7, 2020 Meeting 

 

Name:  Tom Sharp 

Project: Corner Table 

Wood: White Oak 

Finish:  Danish Oil 

 

Name:  Tom Prucher 

Project: Pencil Holder 

Wood: Cherry & Maple 

Finish:  Tried and True + 3 coats of Shellac 

Note: Celtic Knot detail 
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SHOW AND TELL 

January 7, 2020 Meeting 

 

Name: Rich Escallier 

Project: Serving Tray 

Wood: Oak, Maple, Cherry 

Finish:  Wood Bowl Finish 

 

Name:  Roland Kuhn 

Project: Intarsia & Candle Stands 

Wood: many 

 

Name:  Rich Russel 

Project: Lamp 

Wood: Red Oak 

Finish:  French Polish 

Note: High School project 1964 
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Andi Wolfe 

Lidded Vessels with surface enhancement. 
Sponsored by Chicago Woodturners 

      

March 7 – Demonstration 
Christian Liberty Academy 

502 Euclid Ave, Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

9am -4:30pm 

$30 payable at the door 

Hands-On Class:   March 8-10 
Chicago School of Woodworking 

5680 N. Northwest Hwy, Chicago, IL 60646 

9am -4:30pm 

$375 plus materials 

Sunday Only $125, Sunday/Monday $250 
For this three-day class, we will spend the first day and a half turning canvases (lidded ves-

sels or boxes, bowls, or plates – depending on the skill level of the turner). The rest of the 

class time will be spent on decorating the turnings using a variety of techniques, including 

burning, pyrography, carving, and coloring.  

Contact Matt Schmitz at angelhaus@comcast.com to register. 

mailto:angelhaus@comcast.com
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Special Interest Groups 
 
ShopSmith  Al John 
SIG Chair: ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 
Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:          ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 
  
Hand Tool   Arnie Bandstra 
SIG Chair:   Michael Fross  
  HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG             
                    

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG   

               Michael Rauchmiller  

             WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

 

 2020 Membership Dues 
 
Dues for 2020 can be paid at the general meetings - 
just see Eric Springer at his table before the meet-
ing or during break.  Dues are still $30 per individual 
which includes the whole family.  Please note that 
family members must reside at the same address.  
Our by-laws require payment of dues by Febru-
ary 15.  Members unpaid after that time are re-
moved from membership rolls and mailing lists.   

If you are unable to pay in person, or forgot your 
checkbook, mail in your dues.  Print out the mem-
bership form from our website:  

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf 

Mail it in: 

FVWWC  Membership Chair   

PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL 60510-1041 

2020 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 

 

President: Tom Sharp 

 president@fvwwc.org 

Vice President:  Dave Burk 

 vicepresident@fvwwc.org 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 finances@fvwwc.org 

Secretary:  Steve Fox 

 secretary@fvwwc.org 

Programs:  Dan Jarodsky 

 programs@fvwwc.org 

Membership:  Eric Springer  

 membership@fvwwc.org 

Website Director  John Gesiakowski 

     webmaster@fvwwc.org 

Resources:  Dave Dockstader 

 resource@fvwwc.org 

Member-at-Large:  Al John 

                                    memberatlarge@fvwwc.org 

Communications         Lee Nye 

Director:                        woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Raffles:  Norm Musur  

 Bill Knudsen 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

Shop Tour Chair: Bill Knudsen 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's Stuff/FVWWC/November/mbrady25@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC 2013/March 2013/dhpfaff@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@fvwwc.org
mailto:Freelance.Design@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
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                 ShopSmith SIG  

   February 4, 2020  

The next ShopSmith SIG meeting will be February 4 @ 6:30 in the downstairs 

room adjacent to the scroll saw SIG.  

  
   Al John    
  ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 

                    Hand Tool SIG 

                  February 4, 2020    

The Hand Tool SIG meets, January through November, at 6:30 pm, before 
the regular meeting at Bethany Lutheran in Room M111 of the Ministry 
Center (Church annex).  The topic will be Clamping: Tools and Techniques. 
Topic will be kicked off by Bill Schwartz. Arnie will talk about the Working 
Wood in the 18th Century conference in Williamsburg.   

Arnie Bandstra and Michael Fross 

    HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

                 Scroll Saw SIG 
          February 4, 2020 
 
The next Scroll Saw SIG meeting will be Tuesday, February 4, 2020, at 6:30 
prior to the club meeting. This month we will be looking at relief cutting, cut-
ting on an angle and raising or lowering the cutout within the frame. If you are 
interested learning how to use the scroll saw you have, this group is an excel-
lent resource for expanding your knowledge and picking up tips and patterns. 
Don’t forget to bring in some samples of your work for discussion. 
 
     Dave Dockstader      

  ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG  

March 3, 2020 

No meeting in February.  The fundamentals or novice woodworkers SIG meets at 6:30pm in the 

main building upstairs in the Adult Lounge.  Follow the signs from the main meeting room.  The top-

ic will be calculating wood movement, board footage, and other handy tips. 

Michael Rauchmiller (Rocky)      

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 

General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 

8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm  

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Visitors Always Welcome! 

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 
Email  woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

February 4, 2020 

Turning and Resin Infusion 

Keith Lackner (Wooden Treasures) 

http://www.fvwwc.org

