
 

2020 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                              

 http://www.fvwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

       NEWSLETTER       
       Volume 26, Issue 12        December 2020  

 

Calendar of Events 
How to Zoom  - Page 2 

Raffle News - Page 3 

Financial Review Postponed - Page 3 

Library Notes - Page 4 

Shop Tips - Page 5 - 9 

President’s Sawdust - Page 10 

Editor’s Woodfiller - Page 11 

A Woodworker’s Christmas - Page 12 - 13  

Virtual Show and Tell -  Page 14 - 15 

2021 Officers and Committees -  Page  16 

Special Interest Groups – Page 17 

 

 

 

 

 

December 1 General Meeting 

Your woodworking Christmas gift pro-

jects will be the program for December 1  

We will do a Christmas themed zoom 

show and tell open to all club members.  

Invite your spouse to join us on the 

zoom call, too.  While we will miss our 

usual Christmas banquet, we can still 

enjoy seeing what woodworking items 

you are making and giving this year.   

Virtual Show and Tell  

 

 

 

 

 

For the December 1 zoom general meeting, 
we will have a special look at your Christmas 
gift projects.  Due date for submitting photos 
to the Christmas show and tell was November 
23.   

Send in your other project photos for the Jan-
uary 5 meeting when we will return to our reg-
ular show and tell (due by December 28).    

            roadbiker123@gmail.com  

or   

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Nov - Dec 2020 

Dec 1 

(Tues) 

7:00PM  General Meeting 

 Zoom 

Nov 23 

(Mon) 

7:00PM Hand Tool SIG   

Zoom 

Nov 24 

(Tues) 

 7:00PM  Scroll Saw SIG  

Zoom 
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Tips for Zoom Meeting Attendees 

To participate in one of our Zoom meetings you will need a laptop, tablet, or smart phone, pref-
erably with both microphone and video camera capabilities.  It is possible to participate with au-
dio only if you have no video camera or your internet connection is too slow.  The basic Zoom 
app is free and it is a good idea to go to the zoom website and download it to your computer or 
device ahead of the meeting.   

The SIG and General Meeting email notices will have a zoom link to the meeting and you may 
just click on the link to join the meeting - the necessary zoom software will download when you 
do if you haven't already installed it.  It may also have a phone number to join with your smart 
phone.  After establishing the zoom connection, you may have to wait until the meeting moder-
ator starts the meeting and adds you to the meeting.  Make sure you enable your audio and 
start your video when joining the meeting so you can be seen and heard.  For larger numbers 
of participants, the moderator is in control and may mute all participants and just enable one 
speaker at a time.  Be patient - this is a learning experience for all of us and we are likely to 
have a few glitches.   

Here are some suggestions for good zoom etiquette:  

Mute your microphone  
To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute your microphone when you 
are not speaking.  There is a microphone icon at the bottom left of your zoom screen that will 
show the status of your microphone.  Be aware that when you speak unmuted, you will be high-
lighted on the video for all to see and hear.  It can be very embarrassing to have your private 
commentary with your spouse or kids heard by all!   

Be mindful of background noise 
When your microphone is not muted, avoid activities that could create additional noise, such as 
shuffling papers.  Even a cough or sneeze will move the screen to you.   

Position your camera properly 
If you choose to use a web camera, be sure it is in a stable position and focused at eye level, if 
possible. Doing so helps create a more direct sense of engagement with other participants.  

Limit distractions 
You can make it easier to focus on the meeting by turning off notifications, closing or minimizing 
running apps, and silencing your smartphone ringer.   

If the moderator has all participants muted, you can signal that you have a question or comment by 
simply clicking on CHAT and typing a question mark ?   The moderator or cohost  will recognize 
you in turn.   

Be careful to keep the meeting email to club members only - hackers have been known to zoombomb 
and disrupt meetings. 

 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/200941109-Attendee-Controls-in-a-Meeting
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Da Big Raffle 

RAFFLE NEWS 

Our latest raffle item has finally found a 
new home, after living in my garage for the 
last 10 months . At my suggestion the 
FVWWC board of directors voted to sell 
the Excalibur 21" scroll saw to a mem-
ber.  David D. , the Scrollsaw SIG chair-
man, sent an email to all members offering 
it for sale.  Very quickly it found a new 
home and replaced a worn out DeWalt 
scrollsaw.   

Now you may say to yourself "but Mr. Raf-
fle Chairman what about the raffle tickets 
for the saw that I bought at the last meeting 
in March 2020 ?"  If you were one of those 
16 members you have been contacted by 
me and offered 2 options.  

1) a full refund of your purchase by check 
from the club treasurer.  One member 
chose this. 

2) a rollover of your investment to the next 
club raffle whenever and whatever that might be.  Fifteen members chose this. 

Of the 16, 2 did not respond back to me so I automatically rolled theirs over.  

 

So the saga of the longest FVWW club raffle has ended.  I thank everyone for their 
patience and understanding.  So stay safe and wear a mask!  At our house on 
Thanksgiving we are having a Covid 19 dinner:  Roast turkey, cranberries and 
masked potatoes. 

             Norm Musur & Bill Knudsen  

Raffle and Silent Auction Committee 

SOLD 

Annual FVWWC Financial Review Postponed 

The FVWWC Board has decided it would be best to postpone our annual financial review until we 
are able to meet in person next year.  Our treasurer Doug Pfaff assures us that we have more 
than enough in the bank to carry us into 2021.  No rent for the church rooms and no ice cream 
bills!   
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Still working on copying disks. Unfortunately, not much else to report. Have a Merry Christmas. 

Dave Dockstader resource@fvwwc.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FVWWC Board Opening 

There have been some changes and opportunities for the club's board.  The Programs Director  
position is open for 2021.   Please contact Tom Sharp or any board member if you are interested in 
taking on the planning role for the club’s programs.   
 

Tom Sharp  President, FVWWC  president@fvwwc.org 

mailto:resource@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
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SHOP TIPS 

This is a new section in our newsletter! The FVWWC Board has decided to add a Shop Tips sec-

tion for our monthly newsletter. 

The idea is to give members an opportunity to submit your favorite shop jigs, shortcuts, techniques, 

tool recommendations, restoration of an old tool, good sources of wood, or just about any wood-

working related topic.  While we are precluded from having shop tours, I think Shop Tips may give 

us a way to share the good ideas we all have.  I have always picked up great ideas from our past 

shop tours and Shop Tips may be a good way to continue the sharing.   

Photos of the topic are the easiest way to illustrate and explain it.  Use your smart phone and take 

a couple of photos of the topic.  You needn’t write a long essay to describe it – just a short para-

graph or two will usually suffice.  October’s newsletter had a write up about a splinter or sliver re-

moval setup from Rich Escalier.  Dave Dockstader submitted an article about the uses of Coroplast 

election signs. That gives you some idea of the vast possibilities for your tips.  Even an idea you 

have used that was published in a woodworking magazine is acceptable as long as you give the 

magazine credit.  Just as you do for show and tell projects, send your Shop Tips ideas to the news-

letter editor, Lee Nye.  Email to woodworkers@fvwwc.org or roadbiker123@gmail.com. 

mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
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Branding Iron Locating Jig 
I use a branding iron to place my maker’s mark on projects. Sometimes locating the brand exactly 
where I wanted it or to assure it lines up squarely is an issue. Sometimes my branding comes out 
uneven and lining it up precisely in the same location is impossible. I found this tip from Wood Mag-
azine that has helped. 

I fashioned the jig with an opening sized to fit the head of my branding iron.  

 

I fasten the jig to the work with double-faced tape. To be frugal I replace the tape backing on the 
tape for multiple applications. 

 

You will notice that the Jig burns a little after the first couple of uses.  This creates a little slop in the 
fit. To help ensure placement I marked the jig with a directional arrow. To ensure the iron locates in 
the same place I always place the iron in the same corner, (for me I choose the top right corner). 
This way if the mark isn’t dark enough, I can precisely relocate the iron and re-burn the area. 

Roland Kuhn 
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Although this seems simple, it is always a problem to determine the overall length 
of a picture frame to fit a given mat size.  This tip eliminates all the complex math 
and is simple to use.  I now use it every time I make a frame.  This tip came from 
Fine Woodworking Magazine   Ed Boyd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This simple bit of math helps me quickly figure out the right length for any mitered picture-frame 
molding, based on the art or mat that goes inside. I then use that overall length to set up a stop for 
mitering the ends on the tablesaw. Start with the length (or width) of the mat, add 1/16 in. for an 
easy fit, and then simply add twice the distance from the rabbet to the outside edge of the frame. 
This trick works because the miters are 45°, which means the distance from the rabbet to the edge 
of the frame is the same as the distance from the end of the rabbet to the point of the miter.  

From Fine Woodworking issue #275 
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Here is a very simple shop tip. 

I work at my bench most of the time and I often need a rule or other measuring 

tool.  I decided to put a magnetic strip on a joist in my basement workshop and 

hang some light items from it.  It's out of the way and within easy reach. 

Please do not put anything heavy or expensive.  There is obviously a risk for the item falling, but in 

the many years I've used it, I've never had something drop.  Michael Fross 
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A 6” combination square gets frequent attention near the band saw.  To prevent a hunt every single 

time, a couple of magnets make a convenient holder. Rich Escallier 
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 

The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious,       

funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully  

always entertaining. 

 

Christmas Lists 

My wife asked me what I wanted for Christmas.  What a wonderful question.  This is much better 

than saying, “I got you a surprise for Christmas” or “Guess what I got you” lines of mystery.   

These statements evoke visions of ugly sweaters, your third pair of alpaca socks, or a fourth set of 

screw drivers.  

This notion of a Christmas list and a conversation with another member about favorite tools gave 

me a thought.  If I was a FVWWC member, what would be a tool I would add to my Christmas list?  

Some of these are items I own and really like.  If you don’t have it I think you would like one too.  A 

few of the  others are items I think we would both like.   

 
 

Take this list and copy it.  If you are savvy with the computer then paste it along with a header of 

your name along with “Christmas Wishes”.   Cross out those things you already have and put in 

even better tools you would like.  Leave it on the coffee table or kitchen counter.  Let’s get this go-

ing! 

Here’s hoping that despite the virus you have had a good year.  My wish is that you will have an 

even better year in 2021.  Enjoy the holidays with your family and stay safe, both in the shop as 

well as in the public.   

Tool/Toy/Accessory Where to Purchase Cost 
Work Sharp chisel sharpener Woodcraft $199 

Shop apron Rzmask.com $59 

Fine Woodworking e-collection https://www.ptreeusa.com/ $65 

Veritas saddle square Lee Valley Tools $19 

Sandpaper cutter Rocker $18 

Starrett 6” combination square Amazon $74 

Lie Neilson small block plane Garrett Wade $105 

Oscillating Spindle and Belt Rockler $259 

Razer Tip Woodburner Lee Valley $135 

Powermatic 3520C Hardwood Connection $4,499 
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 Shop Made Shooting Board  

My wife is an avid photographer and I am frequently 

called upon to make frames for her photos.  I think I 

have some fairly precise table saw sleds that cut 45 de-

gree miters accurately.  Nevertheless, I always seem to 

end up tweaking the miters to get a tight joint.  I have 

often lusted after the Veritas Shooting Board and Plane 

system (left).  I am sure they would be the answer to my picture frame 

woes.  But, the shooting board (left) goes for $269 and the handed shoot-

ing board plane that fits the tracks runs around $419.  WOW!    

So, looking around my shop the other day, I noticed an old Craftsman   

miter gauge that I inherited from my father-in-law.  Hmm, I wonder if I 

could use it to make my own veritas style shooting board with one of my 

Number 4 Planes instead of a pricey specialty plane.  I am turning into a  Frugal Woodworker like 

Dave Dockstader!  Here is what I came up with. The lower ledge on the board is designed to posi-

tion the plane blade right at the board, so it 

does not cut into the guiding edge.   

The red knob fastens the 

miter bar into a very tight 

fitting dado.  The miter 

gauge can be reversed on 

the board to trim both ends 

of a frame side.  I use a 

carpenter’s angle square 

to set the miter angle to 

exactly 45 (left).   

How does it actually work?  Well, full disclosure, the Craftsman miter gauge can be moved out of 

adjustment in the planing process if you only hand tighten the locking knob.  I use some large pliers 

to crank it down the so the adjustment doesn’t move.  I am sure the $$$ Veritas shooting board 

does not have  this problem, but this is good enough for me. 

 

Lee 
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FVWWC Fundamentals SIG  

A Christmas Story  - Rocky Rauchmiller. 

As I contemplated ideas for this month’s news;etter, I decided to by-pass the instructional topics. I 
thought a story that had its roots in the Christmas season would be fitting. Something personal, true and with 
a little of that old fashioned, feel good glitter, sprinkled on it. I began thinking of what inspired me to fall in 
love with this fantastic hobby. That took me down memory lane, way down memory lane. Back to the very edges 
of my memory. To my eighth-grade school year. 

 The year was 1973 and like most middle schools, ours offered an Industrial Arts Program. It consisted of 
four, nine-week segments, metal working, woodworking, electricity and drafting. I enjoyed electricity and did 
well with my sheet metal and foundry projects. The drafting segment was cool and allowed me to draw a simple 
set of prints for my woodworking project. But it was the woodworking segment that hooked me.  

My father and grandfather had planted the seed and nurtured the itch. Gramps provided all the scrap wood, 
nails screws and necessary hand tools so my brother and I could cobble together unidentifiable objects. He 
taught us how to use a handsaw, hammer, chisel and screwdriver. How to sharpen and maintain a chisel and a 
knife. My dad let us help put up the forms for concrete slabs he poured. We helped him with the shed, the 
fence, the patio roof and some of the upstairs remodeling. So, by the time eighth grade started, I had a pretty 
good foundation set with hand tool usage.  

Just prior to eighth grade, dad and gramps made me a nice chess and checkerboard, from a nice piece of 
Red Oak. They routed the lines between the squares and stained every other one a dark Walnut. So, for my 
eighth-grade woods project I chose to make a tabletop stand for the board. It was very simple and turned out 
really nice. It sat about three inches high with a box frame, for the board to sit on, and a storage area under 
the board. I had a blast and now the itch was burning. I wanted more! To my delight, I found our high school 
offered two full years of woodworking. TWO FULL YEARS! 

Needless to say, I signed up for Beginning Woods my Freshman year, Advanced Woods my sophomore year 
and half day classes my Junior and Senior years in Cabinet and Millwork. The later was through a local vocation-
al school. The first semester of Beginning Woods was comprised of two projects, one turning and one small 
basic project. A keepsake box, coat rack, cutting board, etc. Since we were heading towards Christmas, I de-
cided that both of my projects would be Christmas gifts.  

For my turning, I chose a table lamp and chose to give it to my mom. Drawing on the drafting skills I had 
learned the previous year, I roughed out a nice lamp. It would be about six inches in diameter and almost eleven 
high. For the wood, I picked Cherry, my mom truly loved the color and darkening traits of fruitwood. And since 
our family desk was made of fruitwood, I figured it would make a much nicer accessory than the old, white, 
metal lamp did.  

I cut and glued up the wood. Squared the ends, cut it to a rough length, mounted it on the lathe and let the 
chips fly. This was only the second time on a lathe. I had practiced on one in the previous year. Not to really 
make anything but, to get a feel for the tools and how to use them. Compared to those pieces of wood, this one 
was a monster and I was just a little nervous. I took my time and with the guidance and a little help from my 
teacher, I ended up with a nice-looking lamp. There was only one small blemish from an unseen knot that blew 
out. Before removing it, from the lathe. the teacher melted in some wax. I sanded it smooth it was beautiful. 
Dad helped with the finishing touches. He helped me pick out the harp and the electrical hardware. We both 
decided it would be better to let mom choose the lamp shade. 

While I was working on the lamp, I started figuring the board footage for my other project. I worked on this 
after school at my grandparents. My brother, sister and I spent the couple of hours, till my mom got off work, 
at their house. I had chosen a pipe rack, from a selection of plans at school, and planned to give it to my grand-
father. At the time he was an avid pipe smoker. But I wanted his help with the math, he was a retired civil engi-
neer. Who better to help with the math than a retired engineer? How could I get his help without spoiling the  
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surprise? He certainly knew I didn’t smoke a pipe. Then a lightbulb lit up. My uncle smoked a pipe too. So the 
two of us poured over the plans, calculated the board footage and picked Honduran Mahogany for the  wood. The 
whole time he assumed I was making it for Uncle Jim and thought that was the neatest thing ever. He even asked 
for updates on the progress. 

The last day of school, before Christmas break, arrived. My grandmother dropped us off at home. I sent my 
brother in ahead of me, to distract our mom. I don’t remember what he told her, but she headed up stairs to her 
bedroom. I set the lamp, with the nice red bow and name tag, on the kitchen table and be-lined to the basement 
to watch TV. I wasn’t long before I heard “Michael!” I ran upstairs, mom was sitting at the table looking at the 
lamp. I can still remember the expression of joy on her face and the tears puddling in the corners of her eyes. 
She grabbed me and gave me a hug I thought would squeeze all my stuffing out. She proudly displayed it in our 
living room. It moved around from the desk, to the top of the TV, to the end table. But it never left the living 
room. 

Christmas day rolled around, and all the family gathered at my grandparents, even Uncle Jim and his family. 
My mom had alerted him to the surprise, so he was aware of it. The time to open gifts came and we all gathered 
around the fireplace. Gramps always had a nice big warm fire crackling away on Christmas. Mom handed me the 
box with the pipe rack. I took it over and laid it in in grandpa’s lap. He looked up at me, winked, as he so often 
did, and said “well thank you young man.” When he opened the package he just sat there for a couple of minutes. 
Then he looked up and glanced around the room, everyone was nodding their heads at him and smiling. He looked 
at my uncle and Uncle Jim replied, “it’s for you, Poppy.” I think that was the closest I had ever seen him come to 
crying. And for the second time that Christmas I had all the stuffing squeezed out of me. 

This is the reason I love woodworking. I love to see peoples faces light up with joy. Whether they are buying 
it, or you are giving it to them. They always seem to light up when they take it. And it gives you that warm fuzzy 
feeling of satisfaction, deep down inside. A knowing that with a little bit of your time, talent and most of all your 
heart, you put something together and brought a twinkle to someone else’s eye. Never stop doing this! 

Forty-six years later they are still bringing joy to our family. The lamp sits on an end table in our family room 
and the pipe rack now holds pens in my bedroom. 

FVWWC Fundamentals SIG  

A Christmas Story  - Rocky Rauchmiller. 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

It's made with Jatoba (Brazilian Cherry) 
and Yellow Heart.  It's finished with Tru-
Oil.   

These were shown on the November 3 

Zoom call, but missed the October 

newsletter.   
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Larry Ciesla 

Here are some pictures of 
Thomas Jefferson’s revolv-

ing bookstand I just finished 
for a client 

 

 
 

VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

These were shown on the November 3 

Zoom call, but missed the October 

newsletter.  
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Special Interest Groups 
 
ShopSmith  Al John 
SIG Chair: ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 
Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:          ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 
  
Hand Tool   Arnie Bandstra 
SIG Chair:   Michael Fross  
  HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG             
                    

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG   

               Michael Rauchmiller  

             WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

 

 2021 Membership Dues 
 
Dues for 2021 - Club dues for 2020 will be ex-
tended into 2021.  That is, if you have already 
paid your dues for 2020, then you are set for 
2021.  If you have not paid your dues for 2020, 
then you need to pay for 2021.  At this time, our 
only option to pay is to mail in your dues. Print 
out the membership form from our website:  

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf 

Mail it in: 

FVWWC  Membership Chair   

PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL 60510-1041 

Make your checks payable to the Fox 
Valley Woodworkers Club. 

 
 
 

2021 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 

 

President: Tom Sharp 

 president@fvwwc.org 

Vice President:  Dave Burk 

 vicepresident@fvwwc.org 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 finances@fvwwc.org 

Secretary:  Steve Fox 

 secretary@fvwwc.org 

Programs:  VACANT  

  

Membership:  Eric Springer  

 membership@fvwwc.org 

Website Director  John Gesiakowski 

     webmaster@fvwwc.org 

Resources:  Dave Dockstader 

 resource@fvwwc.org 

Member-at-Large:  Michael Fross 

                                    memberatlarge@fvwwc.org 

Communications         Lee Nye 

Director:                        woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Raffles:  Norm Musur  

 Bill Knudsen 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

Shop Tour Chair: Bill Knudsen 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
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  Hand Tool SIG 

  November 23, 2020  
 

 

The next Hand Tool SIG will be a Zoom video conference at 7:00pm on  Monday, November 23, 
2020  Look for an email with the Zoom link and / or call-in phone number.  

As for main topics, we have an item on our list to discuss our favorite joinery planes and how we 
use them.  I bet  that if I asked 10 woodworkers their favorite woodworking task, 8 of them would 
say cutting joinery.  Given our love of hand tools, I believe this is an interesting topic and I'm curious 
what everything thinks.  I bet we all learn something.  Personally, I have several that I use exten-
sively, and others that I probably should not have purchased (I'm looking at you LN Tongue and 

Groove plane.)  Also open forum - let us know what's going on in your shop. 

 

 

Arnie Bandstra and Michael Fross 

    HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

 

Scroll Saw SIG - November 24, 2020  
 

 
The next Scroll Saw SIG Zoom meeting will be Tuesday, November 24th, 
2020 at 7:00 PM. That is probably the same day that we publish this news-
letter, so read this quickly or you’ll be late for the meeting. Since the club is 
collecting all sorts of Christmas present pictures for Show ‘N Tell, I thought 
we would bypass Christmas altogether and talk about some resources, par-
ticularly web sites that you might not be familiar with. Don’t forget to send 
pictures of your Christmas projects to Lee at roadbiker123@gmail.com. If 
you can’t make the meeting (for whatever reason, technical or otherwise), 
our webmaster will have a recording of the meeting available a few days lat-
er so you can see the meeting even if you missed it.  
 

Remember, you can be closer than 6 feet to your scroll saw. 

Dave Dockstader    ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG  

No meeting scheduled  

Michael Rauchmiller (Rocky)     WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 

 

General Meetings held via Zoom video conference 

on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm  

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 
Email  woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

December 1, 2020 Program 

FVWWC Christmas Gift Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check your email for the Zoom meeting 
link 

http://www.fvwwc.org

