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January 7 Program
Wayne Barton
Chip Carving

7:30PM

General Meeting

9:00AM

FVWWC Breakfast Club

(Tues)
Jan15
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Red Apple Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

Check out Wayne’s workshops and info on
his website: https://chipcarving.com/
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Scroll Saw SIG
ShopSmiith SIG
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Red Apple Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd
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FVWWC December 3
Christmas Party and Auction
Our annual Christmas party was a great success - plenty of good company, delicious food, desserts, raffle prizes, and wonderful craft items donated for the charity auction.

Norm did a great job
snagging all those
Black Friday woodworking store bargains for
our free raffle.

Tom and the auction were the main entertainment for the evening. He
found that no one would bid on these fancy aprons unless he modeled them
and then endured our heckling! Great job and thanks, Tom!
There were many very nice items offered for auction made by members and member spouses. All
the proceeds this year went to Bethany Lutheran charities, $750 to Mutual Ground of Aurora and
$750 to Bethany’s discretionary fund. The FVWWC Board greatly appreciates all the craft item donations - thanks to all who brought items as well as the generous bidders.
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Da Big Raffle
RAFFLE NEWS
Clamps, clamps,clamps. Everybody's got 'em and everybody needs more. Here is your
opportunity to own the latest technology in wood clamps. The new year raffle at the Jan. 7
meeting will be for 2-24" and 2-12" Bessey Gear Clamps. These clamps have the tightening handle on the bar instead of on the other side. This allows for tight quarter clamping
and no more scraped knuckles. Also in this raffle are a pair of Rockler Bandy
Clamps. These are simple but unique rubber band clamps for edge profile glue ups.
Both of these are the latest in clamp technology. But don't worry -- no owner's manual to
read or passwords to learn. See them, touch them at the Jan meeting. We have proudly
held the line (under great pressure) for raffle ticket prices in 2020. Prices are $5 each or 3
for $10. Tickets available for current paid up members only.

Norm Musur & Bill Knudsen
Raffle and Silent Auction Committee

Start the New Year Safely
We plan to publish monthly shop safety articles in this newsletter beginning this month.
While it is possible to do yourself harm with almost any shop tool, we will be emphasizing
power equipment safety. If any of you would like to contribute a safety article or even a safety tip, please contact Al John, he is our coordinator for safety. Al is our FVWWC member at
large and his email address is memberatlarge@fvwwc.org or just look him up at the January
meeting .
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It is the start of a new year and this might be a good time to get back to some basics. The library has
some excellent books on joinery, from the basic to the esoteric. The books highlighted below are
particularly good and, as of right now, none are checked out. If you are not sure how you want to
hook some components of your next project together, this is the place to start that research. If the
highlighted books are all checked out when you get to the library, those other books aren’t bad either. Notice that there are three books on glues and adhesives tucked in among the others.

If these aren’t sufficient, remember we have at least 765 magazine articles available specifically on
joinery in the library. All you have to do is send a question to resource@fvwwc.org and our crack research team will get right on it and send you some appropriate articles that might help you. These
are your resources. Feel free to use them.
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If you are interested in another topic, try one of these:

Dave Dockstader resource@fvwwc.org
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FVWWC Shop Safety
Make a New Year’s Resolution to Work Safely in Your Shop.
Table Saw Safety
(by Paul Jablonski)
The table saw is undeniably one of the most useful, yet dangerous, tools in a woodworker’s shop.
Sharp, spinning bits of carbide rise from under the tabletop at the back of the circular blade and then
move back down under the tabletop at the leading edge of the blade, stopping for nothing in its path
while the woodworker pushes a piece of wood into the blade, either ripping with the wood’s grain or
crosscutting across it in order to shape it into the desired size. Sound simple? It is, but it can be deceivingly dangerous as well.
I bought my first table saw from a big box store over 25 years ago. It was an underpowered model,
but the safety principles I’ll describe applied as much to that tool as they do to the much more powerful saw I use today. One day I was ripping a short piece of cherry lumber into a narrower piece. I
was using a narrow, v-style, notched-end, “doe’s foot” style, plastic push stick to push the lumber
between the table saw fence and the blade. I learned a valuable lesson about kickback when I let off
the pressure on the cherry board before it completely cleared the back end of the blade. In a split
second and without any warning, the blade’s carbide teeth, rising from under the table at the back
side of the blade, picked up the board and threw it at over 200 miles per hour into my gut, going
through a heavy sweatshirt, a T-shirt, and puncturing my gut. It wasn’t over yet. The board then
flipped up and hit me in the mouth where my teeth then cut the inside of my mouth, and I ended up
laying on the floor bleeding, waiting for the blade to come out of the saw, chase me, and finish me
off like I was in some horrible Stephen King novel. I was lucky to learn a valuable lesson about kickback without losing life or limb. Many of us know others who weren’t that lucky.
Table saws today come equipped with blade guards and splitters to help prevent kickback, but the
majority of woodworkers remove these safety devices because they feel they’re inconvenient or that
they get in the way. Saw Stop saws have “flesh sensing” technology to help prevent the loss of fingers, but that should never prevent us from using our most important safety feature, our brain, from
dictating how to use the table saw safely in the first place. Another primary safety rule is to never
use any power tool when you’re tired.
Whenever I use a power tool now, I use both eye and hearing protection, the majority of the time
with a full face shield. It simply isn’t worth taking a chance. Those who know me also know that I insist that all guests in my shop also wear both eye and hearing protection before I turn on a power
tool – no exceptions. To protect my hands when using a table saw, jointer or router table, I use an
inexpensive Big Horn 10230 Woodworkers Power Hands
Safety Push Stick, available from Amazon for less than
$20 or directly from the manufacturer at
www.tablesawpushstick.com. It’s shaped like a shoe, and
has the dual advantage of pushing lumber both forward
and down at the same time, unlike that dangerous “doe’s
foot.” When your hand is on the tool’s grip, it can’t be anywhere near the spinning carbide blade. I find that using
that tool, along with never standing directly in front of the
blade, offers another extra measure of safety against kickback. If you don’t want to spend $20, at least buy a $6 red
rubber grout float from Home Depot. It has great gripping
action and a handle to keep your hand away from the blade.
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Crosscutting on a table saw should always be done using either a miter gauge or a crosscut sled
that you can easily make from plans available from the FVWWC library, the various woodworking
magazines, or the Internet. Every table saw fence can be adjusted so that it is either perfectly parallel to the blade or a degree or two wider at the back of the blade than at the front so that the lumber
you’re cutting never gets pinched between the fence and the blade – a sure cause of kickback. Additionally, don’t underestimate the danger of reaching over a spinning blade to retrieve the piece of
wood you just cut, especially when making repetitive cuts. It’s a smart idea to turn off the saw and let
the blade spin down to a complete stop before reaching over the blade. And if you think this through
a little further, it’s also a good idea to not wear either long sleeves or gloves when using a table saw.
You don’t want the blade to accidentally catch the cuff on a long sleeved shirt or a glove’s fingers
that you can’t feel.
If your intent is to make cabinets from large 4’x8’ sheets of plywood, it’s very difficult to singlehandedly guide such large, heavy sheets along your table saw’s fence without racking the plywood
and risking kickback. To solve this problem, I put a 2” thick, 4’x8’ sheet of pink foam insulation from
a big box store on the floor and then lay the plywood on top of that insulation. This forms a solid bed
that I can actually walk on. I then use a long edge guide and a hand-held circular saw set to cut only
about ¼” deeper than the thickness of the plywood to cut it into smaller, slightly oversized pieces;
and I then trim them to the exact size on the table saw with the straight, factory edge of the plywood
against the table saw’s fence.
Keeping your saw blade clean and free of gummed up resin is also important. A dull blade is a dangerous blade. I unplug the saw, remove the blade, and then use Spray Nine cleaner and degreaser
from Ace Hardware with a brass bristle brush to easily clean each carbide tooth. A clean blade cuts
easier and helps prevent burning your wood.
Voltaire said, “Common sense is not so common.” We all want to work safely, but we don’t always
use common sense safety practices 100% of the time. We’re all guilty of it. But it’s that 1% of the
time when we take shortcuts that accidents seemingly happen, and table saw accidents can be both
devastating and life-changing. Pilots follow a long, printed checklist before every flight. Every item on
that checklist was put there because someone, somewhere either got injured or killed. Don’t become
a statistic. Follow common sense safety precautions with your table saw and all of your power tools
100% of the time, and you’ll have the best chance of not getting seriously injured by your favorite
hobby.
Here are a few Internet links to articles on table saw safety that go into further detail than I had
space for in this article:
https://www.finewoodworking.com/2009/04/01/safety-manual-tablesaw
https://www.woodcraft.com/blog_entries/two-dozen-table-saw-safety-tips

https://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-tips/techniques/safety/tablesaw-safety
https://www.tablesawcentral.com/table-saw-safety/
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/twelve-table-saw-safety-tips-3536822
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Shop Tours
Current Event:
None

Future Events:
We are looking for additional hosts for 2020. Regardless of the size of your shop we are very much
interested in visiting your workspace. The value of Shop Tours is the networking among fellow
woodworkers which is a great experience - everyone who attends goes away just a little more knowledgeable than when they came.
Lie-Nielsen Hand Tool Event – Chicago (https://www.lie-nielsen.com/pages/chicago-il-2020)
January 31-February 1, 2020
Friday (10am - 6pm)
Saturday (10am - 5pm)
Hosted by the Chicago School of Woodworking
5680 N. Northwest Highway
Chicago, IL 60646
Woodworking Show – Milwaukee (http://www.thewoodworkingshows.com/milwaukee.html)
February 21 – February 23, 2020
Friday (12:00 pm – 6:00 pm)
Saturday (10:00 am – 6:00 pm)
Sunday (10:00 am – 3:00 pm)
Tickets: $12 purchased online; $14 cash at door
Milwaukee County Sports Complex
6000 W Ryan Road
Franklin, WI 53132
April 2020 – Al John’s Shop – Sycamore, IL

Shop Tours Coordinator
Bill Knudsen
shoptours@fvwwc.org
630-215-3272
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President’s Sawdust
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully
always entertaining.

The Wixey digital measuring gauge
I recently upgraded my wood planer. My previous one worked perfectly well but the new one is more heavy duty, is a
newer model and has a full cabinet below it. Of course there were a few modifications to be made in order to make it
better. In order to place it where the previous one resided in the shop I had to alter the direction of the duct collector
port, a better stand with rotating casters, and lastly but more important was the addition of a Wixey digital readout.
If you don’t have a Wixey you’re missing out. It gives you a digital number down to the thousandth and will give you
the fraction equivalent too. I’ve had them on previous planers and learned then that I don’t want to be without one
forever.
Installing a Wixey is not hard for a handy person. It comes with some hardware for mounting but I’ve found the pieces
provided are not as robust as making your own. Placing the components requires you to attach the readout mechanism to the moving platen of the planer while the strut the readout slides up and down on must be stationary. The
biggest issue is to align the junction of these two pieces to allow the readout to easily slide up and down the strut. I
mounted mine with a 3” piece of angle aluminum for the strut and a 3” piece of flat aluminum for the head. The angle
aluminum makes it super stiff and protects the tool from accidently getting hit while passing boards through the planer. Mounting mine required drilling two holes on the side of the input roller. For the digital head, I managed to utilize
holes that were already tapped. The picture below reveals the mounting method. If you look closely you see the
number of washers added to align the gauge properly to the strut. Wixey has double stick tape affixed to the strut
standard so that you can easily place it onto whatever surface you wish to mount it. This can be reinforced by using
the predrilled holes to put self tapping screws through to the base.

Figure 1 - The digital readout is held by only one
screw through the flat aluminum stock.
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President’s Sawdust (Cont’d)
The biggest purpose of this epistle is to encourage you - if you have a wood planer - to mount your own Wixey on yours. No matter what planer you may have, there’s a way to easily attach it. The smaller units are
actually easier for drilling and tapping holes through their body. The reasons for having the digital readout
are many. One of the most important is accuracy. Sure, you can get out a caliper, even a digital one, and
use it to take a reading but it’s just so much easier to glance down see how thick the board is you just passed
through the planer. The reading you get is also just as accurate as the caliper. The numbers are easy to read,
are repeatedly accurate, and the unit is super easy to calibrate. For around $60, you can’t go wrong. If you
don’t have one of these, use a little of the Christmas money and treat yourself. You’ll be glad you did.
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iVAC Pro Dust Collector Blast Gate
While I can’t pretend that it was a was surprise, I did get a nice woodworking
Christmas present for 2019. It was two automatic motor driven blast gates for my
dust collector which open for the appropriate tool when it is turned on. For some
years, I have had 4 inch manual blast gates for my dust collector that is shared
between my table saw and bandsaws. That required me to walk around the table
Lee
saw and squeeze into a narrow area to reach the gates and shut one off and
open the other. I know that doesn’t sound like a lot of effort, but often I just left dust collection off
because the gates were opened to the wrong tool. Then either the table saw would spit dust in my
face or the bandsaws would accumulate dust inside (which usually ends up embedded on the tires).
It’s kind of a “pay me now or pay me later” thing. What good is that big dust collector if you leave it
off!
I found these iVAC Pro brand blast gates on sale at Rockler,
read through some user reviews and watched several youtube
videos explaining how to set them up. I decided to put them on
my Christmas wish list and Santa delivered early. Setting them
up was pretty straightforward and took me all of an hour or so.
I did discover that tape alone is not enough to keep them attached to the dust collector fittings. I added some steel sleeves
and a few sheet metal screws to attach them to the wye. Also,
the gates need to be near 110 vac outlets because each one
has a usb style wall wort to power it.
While you can use the powered gates with manual switches to open and
close them, they work best if you pair them with the iVAC Tool Plus sensor.
These sensors clamp to the tool power cord (either 110 or 220 vac) and
signal via rf to the appropriate gate when the sensor detects current in the
power cord. And yes, the sensors also have a usb wall wort for power.
These sensors can signal an optional power control to turn on the dust collector - that control also works with a remote. I already had a remote dust
collector controller so I did not get this.
So far I really like this product - it works as advertised. It is programmed to
leave the gate open for a minute or so after the tool is turned off. One gate
is always left open in case the dust collector is turned on without a tool
turned on.
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Special Interest Groups

2020
FVWWC Officers & Staff
President:

Tom Sharp
president@fvwwc.org

Vice President:

Dave Burk

ShopSmith
SIG Chair:
Scrollsaw
SIG Chair:
Hand Tool
SIG Chair:

vicepresident@fvwwc.org
Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff

Al John
ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG
Dave Dockstader
ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG
Arnie Bandstra
Michael Fross
HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG

finances@fvwwc.org

Secretary:

Michael Rauchmiller

Steve Fox

WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG

secretary@fvwwc.org
Programs:

Dan Jarodsky
programs@fvwwc.org

Membership:

Eric Springer

membership@fvwwc.org
Website Director

John Gesiakowski
webmaster@fvwwc.org

Resources:

Dave Dockstader
resource@fvwwc.org

Member-at-Large:

Al John
memberatlarge@fvwwc.org

2020 Membership Dues
Dues for 2020 can be paid at the general meetings just see Eric Springer at his table before the meeting or during break. Dues are still $30 per individual
which includes the whole family. Please note that
family members must reside at the same address.
Our by-laws require payment of dues by February 15. Members unpaid after that time are removed from membership rolls and mailing lists.
If you are unable to pay in person, or forgot your
checkbook, mail in your dues. Print out the membership form from our website:

Communications

Lee Nye

Director:

woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Raffles:

Norm Musur

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf

Bill Knudsen

Mail it in:

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

FVWWC Membership Chair

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

PO Box 1041

Shop Tour Chair:

Bill Knudsen

Batavia, IL 60510-1041
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Hand Tool SIG
January 7, 2020
The Hand Tool SIG meets, January through November, at 6:30 pm, before
the regular meeting at Bethany Lutheran in Room M111 of the Ministry
Center (Church annex).
Arnie Bandstra and Michael Fross
HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG

ShopSmith SIG
February 4, 2020
The next ShopSmith SIG meeting will be February 4 @ 6:30 in the downstairs
room adjacent to the scroll saw SIG.

Al John
ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG
January 7, 2020
The fundamentals or novice woodworkers SIG will meet at 6:30pm in the main building upstairs in
the Adult Lounge. Follow the signs from the main meeting room. The topic will be calculating wood
movement, board footage, and other handy tips.
Michael Rauchmiller (Rocky)

Scroll Saw SIG
January 7, 2020
The next Scroll Saw SIG meeting will be Tuesday, January 7, 2020, at 6:30
prior to the club meeting. Besides showing off any scroll saw related presents
you got from Santa, we will be organizing the programs for the year. Any suggested topics would be greatly appreciated. If you are interested learning how
to use the scroll saw you have, this group is an excellent resource for expanding your knowledge and picking up tips and patterns. Don’t forget to
bring in some samples of your work for discussion.
.
Dave Dockstader
ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!
FVWWC Website http://www.fvwwc.org
Email woodworkers@fvwwc.org

January 7, 2020
Wayne Barton
Chip Carving
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