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April 2018 

Date Time Event 

April 3 

(Tues) 

6:30PM 

  

Hand Tool SIG 

WW  Fundamentals  SIG 

Scroll Saw SIG 

April 3 

(Tues) 

7:30PM 

  

General Meeting 

April 18 

(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 

Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

 

Next Meeting   

April 3 

April Fools  
 

FVWWC members confess to projects 
that didn’t go quite as planned or    

safety lessons learned the hard way. 

 

 

May 2018 

Date Time Event 

May 1 

(Tues) 

6:30PM 

  

Hand Tool SIG 

WW  Fundamentals  SIG 

Scroll Saw SIG 

May 1 

(Tues) 

7:30PM 

  

General Meeting 

May 16 

(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 

Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 
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March 6 Program  

Tom Warzyn  
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Da Big Raffle! 

The drawing for the GRR-Ripper push block system was held at the March 6 meeting and the 
winner was Dave Munson, a new member. Congratulations Dave. 

The next BIG RAFFLE item will be a DeWalt 20 volt combo kit.  It 
consists of a drill driver, an impact driver and a compact jobsite 
radio.  This is DeWalt’s more powerful tool for drilling and driving 
fasteners.  It comes with two 20 volt lithium ion battery packs, a 
charger and a contractor bag.  Here is a chance to upgrade your 
handheld drilling and driving tools.  Tickets will be available and 
the tools will be on display at the APRIL meeting.  

        Norm Musur & Jeff Beck  

  Raffle and Silent Auction Committee 

  

Show and Tell Guidelines 

For many of us, Show and Tell time is our favorite part of the monthly meetings.  It’s great to see 

and hear what our fellow woodworkers have been up to.  The skill involved, the time spent, and 

the pride people have while talking about their work makes everyone smile. However, the in-

creased number of items is taking more time. Sometimes, show and tell time goes long and we 

end up curtailing the program time which is unfair to our speakers.  As a result, we would like to 

provide a bit of a regimen to ensure we can provide equal time to each person’s bragging rights.  

Here are the guidelines:     

1. Bring all you want to show, but talk only about one. Feel free to describe the others be-

fore the meeting, during the break, or after the meeting.  

2. Let us know why you made it, what kind of wood you used, any special joinery that you uti-

lized, the finish applied, and any other favorite aspect you like about your piece.  

3. We would like you to be brief and complete your remarks within 3 minutes. For more 

detailed attributes or stories about the article, save them for the break time.  In this way every-

one can have sufficient time to talk, we can use the Show and Tell time more efficiently, and we 

can enjoy everyone’s handiwork.  

4.  Is your project too big to bring to Show and Tell ?  

For projects just too large to bring in, you can bring a jpeg photo file (.jpg) instead. One or two 

photos will do, in keeping with our need for brevity. You could also make a short slideshow using 

MS Power-point. Again, please keep it to a couple of slides. The best way to give us your photo 

or Power-point files would be on a USB flash drive. Bring it in early so we can load it into the lap-

top before the meeting starts. Thanks.  
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Current Event: 
 
Saturday, 21 April 2018 – Norm Musur’s Shop – 10:00 pm – 12:00 pm 
 
Please note this event is being held on the third Saturday after the April Club meeting rather than 
the first Saturday after the meeting. 
 
Location:  
4N456 Mark Twain St. 
St Charles, IL 60175 
 
Lunch: 
Old Towne Pub & Eatery 
40W290 Lafox Road  
St. Charles, IL 60175 
 
Norm will have maps available at the April 2018 meeting 

 
Future Events 
 
May 2018 – To Be Determined 
 
Saturday, 09 June 2018 
 
There are two possible events: 
 
Chicago School of Guitar Making – 1240 N. Homan, Chicago. The school can accommodate a 
maximum of (10) people on the tour. A poll will be taken at the April 2018 meeting to determine if 
there is enough interest in this event. Please visit the school’s website to determine if this is an 
event you are interested in attending. Also, because of the location of the school we may want to 
car pool. 
 
http://www.specimenproducts.com/chicago-school-of-guitar-making 
 
If there isn’t an interest in the Chicago School of Guitar Making the June event will be a tour of 
Lee Nye’s shop. 
 
Shop Tours Coordinator 
Bill Knudsen 

http://www.specimenproducts.com/chicago-school-of-guitar-making
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully  

always entertaining. 

 

Wine bottle stoppers 
Being a beginner with the wood lathe is fun.  It has its own learning curve but even a novice can make fun things.  
Wine bottle stoppers fall into that category.  They don’t take a lot of wood, they’re cheap, your imagination deter-
mines the shape, and putting a finish on them while on the lathe is fast.   

I told my wife how fun and easy they were to make.  “Great”, is all she replied. 

I made a couple for the kitchen then a few for friends.  After that, the management of the house took one to work 
and gave it to a colleague.  Then things went crazy.  She came home with an order of three more.  The next day 
she wanted five.  Even more orders followed. 

“You sure know a lot of people that drink wine,” I said.  

 “They really like your bottle stoppers”, my love replied. “Everybody that gets one raves about it.  They show it to 
someone else and then that person shows up in my office asking for one.  How can I deny them?   You said they 
were cheap and that you liked making them.  Just so you know, the real shiny dark ones are everybody’s favorite!  
Keep making that kind!” 

Now what was a fun adventure down lathe land turns into me being a slave with a spindle gouge.  Rich Rossio and 
I need a direct line so I can continue ordering blanks and parts.  This ain’t so fun anymore.  Now it’s work.   

But the queen needs seven more bottle stoppers.   

Time to make rules.   

“Honey”, I said with my best assertive smile, “Wine bottle stoppers now cost $32.00 each. “  

“How’s that, she asked, “You said they were cheap to make”? 

“That’s before I included my highly skilled labor”, I replied.   

“You’re just a beginner”, she retorted.   

“After making over twenty of these I am now an experienced craftsman in the field of wine bottle stoppers”, I ar-
gued.    

Taking such a position at my house, is like taking your life in your own hands.  But this time it worked in the oppo-
site direction.   “I guess you’re right.  They are really pretty. You are the person that makes them and you deserve 
to get something for your work”, she replied. 

The next evening I was told I need not make any more wine bottle stoppers for her people at work.  “When I told 
them how much they cost nobody wanted one any more”, she said. “I guess they only wanted them if they were 
free.  

The end of this story begs the question.  Should I feel happy because I no longer have to make stoppers or should I 
feed hurt that nobody wants to pay for one.  Either way, I have seven wonderful wine bottle stoppers in the shop.  
Anyone want to buy one?  They’re all dark and shiny.  I’m asking $4 a piece or you can make me an offer.   
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                                      Painted Furniture  

 

One of the things woodworkers love is to make objects that reveal the natural 
beauty of wood.  It seems to me that the current trend in decorating is either 
painted furniture or that awful fake distressed look. So I was disappointed when 
two of my daughters asked me to make them a printer table and a child’s desk 
with painted finishes.  I tried to persuade them to let me make something more traditional with a 
natural wood finish, but both wanted the furniture to match their existing IKEA white stuff.  Reluc-
tantly, I began work on the projects.  Then I realized that if it all is to be painted, I could use scrap 
and cutoff pieces of whatever species I had.  No worries about grain patterns and color matching 
the wood.  And, wood filler and paint covers a multitude of woodworking sins.  

Scrap pieces of 2 inch Cherry that had unsightly swirls of sapwood became legs.  When I ran out of 
2 inch material for legs, I simply glued up legs from some thinner Poplar.  No problem with that 
lovely green and yellow patina of Poplar.  Another piece of Oak with an ugly knot hole became a 
skirt with the hole filled and smoothed.  Small pieces of Cherry, Oak, and Maple veneered plywood 
were salvaged and became shelves.  I found leftover Walnut molding that made nice edging on the 
desk cubby top. The cork board on the desk cubby is in an old Pine picture frame I found that was 
the exact size I needed.  Both projects were multicolored like the table (below left) before painting.  
These two projects made a serious dent in my scrap pile - I am smiling.  The daughters are pleased 
with the results, too.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lee 
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Ed Schalk 

Project: Murphy Bed 

Wood: Cherry 

Finish:  Poly 

SHOW AND TELL 

March  6, 2018 Meeting 
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Rich Escalier 

Project: Band Saw Boxes 

Finish:  Tung Oil 

Notes:  From weekend class at 

Chicago School of Woodwork-

ing Band Saw Boxes III 

SHOW AND TELL 

March  6, 2018 Meeting 

Ken Ebner 

Project: Necklace Holder 

Wood: Cherry 

Finish:  Lacquer 
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Jim Hope 

Project: Rocking Chair 

Wood: Maple 

Finish:  Gel Stain 

SHOW AND TELL 

March  6, 2018 Meeting 

 

Terry Martinek 

Project: Tool Chest 

Wood: Pine  

Finish:  Shellac 
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Lee Nye 

Project: Child’s Desk 

Wood: various—plywood, poplar, 

cherry, oak 

Finish:  Sherwin-Williams Latex 

Enamel 

SHOW AND TELL 

March  6, 2018 Meeting 

 

Jeff Smith 

Project: Double keyhole slot tem-

plate (below left)  

Wood:  plywood 

Project:  V-carve (below right) 

Wood: Wormy Ash 
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Randy Ward 

Project: Segmented Pen Blank  

Wood: Mahogany  & Elm 

Project:  Ultra Cigar Pen 

Wood: Honey Locust 

Finish:  CA 

SHOW AND TELL 

March  6, 2018 Meeting 

 

Randy Ward 

Project: Bowls  

Wood: Small - Hickory ; 

Large - Hard Maple 

Finish:  Clear Gloss Poly, Tung Oil 
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Special Interest Groups 
 
ShopSmith  Al John 
SIG Chair: ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 
Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:          ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 
  
Hand Tool   Mike Brady 
SIG Chair:   Arnie Bandstra  
               HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

      

Woodworking            Tom Zillman   

Fundamentals SIG     Bill Schwartz 

              WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  
 
 

 

 2018 Membership Dues 
 
Dues for 2018 can be paid at the  general meetings 
- just see Ed Schalk at his table before the meeting 
or during break.  Dues are still $30 per individual 
which includes the whole family.  Please note that 
family members must reside at the same address.  
Our by-laws require payment of dues by Febru-
ary 15.  Members unpaid after that time are re-
moved from membership rolls and mailing lists.   

If you are unable to pay in person, or forgot your 
checkbook, mail in your dues.  Print out the mem-
bership form from our website:  

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf 

Mail it in: 

FVWWC  Membership Chair   

PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL 60510-1041 

2018 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 

President: Tom Sharp 

 president@fvwwc.org 

Vice President:  Mike Brady 

 vicepresident@fvwwc.org 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 finances@fvwwc.org 

Secretary:  Steve Fox 

 secretary@fvwwc.org 

Programs:  Dan Jarodsky 

 programs@fvwwc.org 

Membership:  Ed Schalk 

 membership@fvwwc.org 

Website Director  John Gesiakowski 

     webmaster@fvwwc.org 

Resources:  Dave Dockstader 

 resource@fvwwc.org 

Member-at-Large:  Dave Burk 

                                    memberatlarge@fvwwc.org 

Communications         Lee Nye 

Director:                        woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Raffles:  Norm Musur 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

Shop Tour Chair Bill Knudsen 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's Stuff/FVWWC/November/mbrady25@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC 2013/March 2013/dhpfaff@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@fvwwc.org
mailto:Freelance.Design@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
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                         ShopSmith SIG  

                          April 3, 2018 

The next meeting will be April 3rd at 6:30 prior to the regular meeting.  As the new SIG 

chairman I will try to have a meeting every month for Shopsmith owners and those who 

might be interested in acquiring one new or used. Again, I would ask any of you who 

have not E-mailed me a list of the model you own and what accessories you have to do 

so.  When I have summary compiled I will send everyone a copy.  Exchanges of info 

and tips about the various attachments could be helpful.  For this meeting, please bring anything you have 

made to hold accessories for your unit or be prepared to tell how you configure your unit for easy conversion 

to the mode you use most. Discussion topic:  Shopsmith, is it the end in itself or is a used 500 or 510 the best 

value for a beginning woodworker who probably has a tablesaw of some kind?  What about acquiring a    

second used machine for an additional accessory platform?   

Al John  ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

                              Hand Tool SIG 

                               April 3, 2018 

The Hand Tool SIG meets,  January through November, at 6:30 pm, before the regular meeting at 
Bethany Lutheran in Room M111 of the Ministry Center (Church annex). I know this may be going 
over some old ground, but I have spent some time in the last month researching and experiment-
ing with scrapers and scraper planes.  There have been a few things that surprised me and I would 
like to share those findings with you at the meeting.  Scrapers are a really valuable tool that can be 
had at extremely reasonable prices.  If you have a favorite scraper or technique for putting an edge 
on a scraper,  please share / demonstrate it for us.  Hope to see you there! 

 Mike Brady   Arnie Bandstra 

    HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG  
April 3, 2018 

The fundamentals or novice woodworkers SIG will meet at 6:30pm in the main building upstairs in 
the Adult Lounge.  Follow the signs from the main meeting room.   Hope to see you there. 
       Tom Zillman   Bill Schwartz   

 WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

       Scroll Saw SIG 
       April 3, 2018 

 
The next Scroll Saw SIG next meeting will be Tuesday, April 3, 2018, at 6:30 prior 

to the club meeting.  If you have a scroll saw or are interested, this group is an 

excellent resource for expanding your knowledge and picking up tips and pat-

terns.  We’ll be discussing our presentation to the club in May and don’t forget to 

bring in some samples of your work for discussion.    

Dave Dockstader    ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 

General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 

8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm  

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Visitors Always Welcome! 

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 
Email  woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Next Meeting – April 3, 2017 

April Fools 

Projects that didn’t go quite as planned or 

safety lessons learned the hard way 

http://www.fvwwc.org

