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October 2015
Date
Oct 6
(Tues)

Time
6:30PM

Event
Scroll Saw SIG

Oct 6
(Tues)

6:30PM

Hand Tool SIG

Oct 6
(Tues)

7:30PM

General Meeting

Oct 21
(Wed)

9:00AM

FVWWC Breakfast Club
Red Apple Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

Editor’s Woodfiller – Page 11
Show and Tell—Pages 12—14
Special Interest Groups – Page 15

October 6 Program
Ed Bouvier
Ed (aka the Village Woodwright) will be
doing a footstool frame riven from a log,
planed and spoke shaved. Wedged
round mortise and tenon rungs. Woven
rope top.

November 2015
Date
Nov 3
(Tues)

Time
6:30PM

Event
Hand Tool SIG

Nov 3
(Tues)

6:30pm

ShopSmith SIG

Nov3
(Tues)

7:30PM

General Meeting

Nov 18
(Wed)

9:00AM

FVWWC Breakfast Club
Red Apple Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

Come and see how it’s done.

2015

FVWWC—PO Box 1047—Batavia, IL 60510-1047
http://www.fwwc.org — woodworkers@fvwwc.org

1

FVWWC Officers & Staff

FVWWC
Special Interest Groups

President:

Tom Sharp
president@fvwwc.org

ShopSmith
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Vice President:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Scrollsaw
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff
dhpfaff@gmail.com

Hand Tool SIG
Chairmen:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Secretary:

Steve Fox
secretary@fvwwc.org

Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

Program Committee: Dave Burk
Krub411@yahoo.com
Membership:

Membership Dues

Mike Nowak

Director of Communication /
Webmaster:
John Gesiakowski
woodworkers@fvwwc.org
Resources Chair:

Dave Dockstader
resources@fvwwc.org

Show Chairman:

Keith Rosche

Member-at-Large:

Mike Madden

Newsletter Editor:

Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

Raffles:

Gail Madden
Andy Marck

Photographer:

Tyler Sondergaard

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

Dues for 2015 can be paid as usual at the general meetings – just see Mike Nowak at his table
before the meeting or during break. Dues are still
$30 per individual which includes the whole family. Just a reminder - our by-laws require payment
of dues by February 15. Members unpaid after
that time are removed from membership rolls and
mailing lists.
It’s not too late to get back in good standing. If
you are unable to pay in person, or forgot your
checkbook, mail in your dues. Print out the membership form from our website:
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
Mail it in:

FVWWC Membership Chair
Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

PO Box 1041

Shop Tour Chair

Dan Jarodsky

Batavia, IL 60510-1041

Host:

Gail Madden

Make your checks payable to the Fox
Valley Woodworking Club.
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September 1 Program

Steve Carlson
Steve discussed Trompe-l'œil and the use of figured wood. Trompe-l'œil (French for "deceive the
eye") is an art technique that uses realistic imagery to create the optical illusion that the depicted objects exist in three dimensions. Thanks Steve for the program.

December 1st Christmas Auction
I know—it’s now late September and who wants to think about Christmas? Nevertheless, the
FVWWC Board plans to have another auction at the annual December Christmas party. We had
so much fun doing this last year and were able to raise cash for local charities to make their clients’
Christmas a little more merry. So, when you are in the shop making a craft item for family or
friends, consider making a couple extra to donate to the club’s auction in December. Of course, if
you like to make toys, go ahead—we will collect these as well for needy kids.
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For those of you who might not know, the club subscribes to a magazine indexing service that I download and use to
answer inquiries about magazine articles that we may have in our library. The index covers a large number of magazines, but the some of the ones available in our library are:
American Woodworker
Fine Woodworking
Popular Woodworking
Scroll Saw Woodworking & Crafts
ShopNotes
Wood
Woodcraft
Woodsmith
Woodworker's Journal
Weekend Woodcrafts
Woodwork

DVD
DVD
DVD

No longer published

DVD
DVD
DVD
DVD
DVD

No longer published

DVD

No longer published
No longer published

Every couple of months I access the index, download all the changes and integrate them with our existing list. To date,
we have over 17,000 magazine articles that are in the index. I then sort the articles using the categories that have been
assigned. Some of these categories are a little broad, but the categories and number of articles for each are:
Adhesives & Fasteners
111
Biographies/Culture
519
Dust Collection
53
Finishing & Refinishing
915
Home Improvement/How To
43
Home Repair & Maintenance
4
Intarsia, Marquetry, Inlay & Veneer
188
Joinery
623
Lumber & Wood
655
Projects - Furniture (Indoors)
1317
Projects - Furniture (Outdoors)
140
Projects – Jigs
924
Projects - Kids/Puzzles
424
Projects - Non-Furniture (Indoors)
1657
Projects - Non-Furniture (Outdoors)
191
Projects – Shop
1810
Sharpening
163
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Tool Techniques & Use
Tools (Purchase, Set Up, & Care)
Wood Carving & Projects
Wood Turning
Woodworking As A Business

918
968
154
175
34

In addition, I’ve built some programs that allow me to search the entire index for a word or group of words. For instance,
someone asked me a little while ago about any information we had on Maloof. Well, the library has a book, but the magazines have more. This is what my query produced:

So if you are looking for something specific, we have a wealth of resources to help you out.
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FVWWV Board Elections and By Law Amendments
Elections of FVWWC Board members and approval of by law amendments will take place at the
November General Meeting per the club constitution. The current slate of board members are willing to stay on for 2016, except for the Member-At –Large position which will be vacant. Of course,
any member can nominate a member to run for any Board position whether vacant or not. The
Workshop Chair positon is also open. The current board and chair positions are shown on page 2.
If you are interested in running for a board position or committee chair, see Tom Sharp or Mike
Brady at the September meeting. The official nominating committee will be established at the September 3rd Board meeting.

FVWWC - Proposed By-Law changes as discussed and approved by FVWWC Board
The following are the proposed changes to present to the membership.
Delete Article VI Show Director 1) The Show Director shall coordinate the Clubs involvement and displays in any woodworking shows, exhibits or events the Club may participate in, including scheduling members participation and special show projects. 2) The Show Director shall
act as liaison between the Club and show or exhibit management. (This position no longer justifies
full board membership given the lack of woodworking shows in Chicagoland. The Show Director will
become a nonvoting appointed Chair position, which would be covered by this update.)
Add Article VI Website Director 1) The Webmaster shall maintain an internet web site for
the club and keep content current and relevant. 2) The Webmaster shall maintain the currency of
the FVWWC.org domain and web hosting services with the Host provider.
Revise Article VII Communications Director 1) The Communications Director shall assist
other Club officers with communications. 2) The Communications Director shall prepare, edit and
publish a monthly Newsletter for the Club in print and/or electronic format as necessary for distribution to all members and other contacts as directed by the Board of Directors.
a) The Communications Director shall solicit, write and accept articles for publication in the
Newsletter, as well as other information and inclusions as directed by the Board.
b) The Communications Director shall be responsible for distribution of the monthly Newsletter
to all Club members and other interested parties.

Article XIV Committees and Appointed Positions
3) Appointed Positions - With the advice and consent of the Board of Directors the President may
appoint or dismiss members to perform various tasks for the Club such as (but not limited to)
Greeter, Raffles, Project Leaders, Show & Tell Coordinator, Photographer, Auctioneer, Show
Coordinator, etc.
(Note—for reference, the current constitution and by laws can be viewed on our website:
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/2010_Bylaws_Part_1_2.pdf )
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Silent Auction
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our programming and awards is via the items donated
for the silent auction table. While many of us are notorious packrats, at some point you have to
give in and clean out your stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood, and other supplies. That
way you can free up room to get more stuff! So, get on the ball and dig through your workshop
shelves, toolboxes, and cabinets for items someone else might want. It’s a three way win – you
get more space, the club gets some cash, and the buyer gets something he needs.
Silent auction bargains won at the September meeting: Wood knobs, assorted machine knobs,
pegboard hooks, hats, assorted wood, router table dust collector, router table, router guides, planer knife setting jig. Thanks to the donors and buyers for their contributions to the club treasury.

BIG RAFFLE
The Big Raffle item is a Wixey digital measuring
set, including the angle gauge, height gauge, and
digital calipers—a $140 value. The tickets are $5
each or 3 for $10. This measurement set will be
auctioned off at the October 6 meeting, so this
will be your last opportunity to buy your winning tickets.

Gail Madden and Andy Marck
Raffle and Auction Committee
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President’s Sawdust
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully
always entertaining.

Working together It’s good to have help on a project. Whom you acquire the help from though may influence whether it’s a positive
or negative event. If you choose your wife, it can be a glorious fun filled experience or a treacherous walk next to
hell's gates. This is especially true when working together on one of your projects as opposed to hers. I have an
example. A couple of weeks ago I enlisted my sweetie’s help to paint the floor of my new shop addition. At the
time I thought it a good idea.
As we all know, preparation in painting is just as important as preparation in woodworking. With that in mind I had
been careful to complete all the preliminaries and was ready to start painting when I called for her assistance. I
used all the proper enticements, "Sweetheart", I called softly, "I have an opportunity for you".
"Oh goody", she cooed back, "another opportunity". On the sarcasm scale, this was about 7.2 out of 10.
It’s time to paint the wood shop. I'll do the trim and you can use the roller after me. It's the fun part", I said with
enthusiasm. "Besides, this gives you a chance to be in the wood shop!" As soon as I said it, I realized too late that
"the shop" may not be the most wonderful place to be for my wife. I think I heard her murmur that a quilting store
is where she would rather be.
So out we go to the shop. In my mind, was the tune, Hi ho, hi ho, it's off to work I go. Nothing better than a song in
your heart as you start a project. As I glanced over to my beloved, I thought I heard overtures of "Nobody knows
the troubles I've seen".
As I grabbed the paint brush and handed her the roller I was suddenly blindsided by a series of questions. "Did you
mop the floor? Is it just boy-clean or actually clean? Did you get new water and rinse afterwards?” By the time
the questions were over, I realized that I had forgotten to do a number of requisite steps. If the lovely one hadn't
asked about them the paint job would have peeled off like a bad sunburn. She-who-would-rather-be-quilting had
saved my butt.
After completing another hour of prep, we were once again in the shop ready to paint. As we started, I realized I
made another mistake. Paint trimming in corners on the cold concrete is hard work. I should’ve given this chore to
my wife. Flailing around on the floor with a brush forces oneself into a lot of irregular positions. I felt like a walrus
out of water, especially since I had to stay ahead of the paint queen. With the long handle attached to the roller,
my wife could replenish the paint, make a gentle twirl with her wrist, and lay the paint out all in one fluid-like motion.
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President’s Sawdust
"How ya 'doin there Sparky?" she said with a big smile as grunts wheezed from me in my pretzel position.
"It’s always a joy to be together no matter what we are doing dear", I replied. Rate this as a firm 9.4 on the sarcasm
scale.
"Wanna trade jobs?" I asked as I waved the paint brush in the air. Her reply was a quick guffaw. A guffaw in woman
language means, “You foolish man”.
The last part of the job hailed a big question - sprinkles or not. A sack of paint
chips comes with the paint kit. These can be administered over the wet paint
to add a dash of color. A quick decision by her majesty was that these small
flakes should indeed be added to the job. Who am I to argue?
Because I finished the trimming before the rolling was completed, I got the job.
Placing these small pieces is a craft and takes a steady or shall I say fluid
hand. You must determine not only the quantity to hold, but where in the
palm to place them, whether to flick the wrist, or use more arm movement. In
the end you sweep your hand across a bare spot on the floor, unfettering the
chips to fall where you have ordained with the hand's passing.
As I was laying the chips down, I envisioned myself alongside my forefathers, plying the freshly opened earth with kernels of wheat, evenly spreading them throughout the land. I was in tune with a majestic and time honored skill.
"Hey, sprinkle fairy", my wife says, jolting me out of my daydream. "You missed a spot". As I looked to where she
pointed, it became painfully obvious. My growing wheat field looked like a haircut given by a six year old boy to himself.
"Let's see the sack sweetie", my beloved requested. With my head down I gave it to her. I remember this feeling. I
had it before when I saw my mother’s face after I tried to help decorate a cake as a child, poking my fingers into it to
make it look real pretty. That didn’t turn out so good either.
In the time it took to open the bag, scoop some flakes, and twirl them in the air the lady of the house transformed a
feral floor into a happy splash of color, complete with my initials in the corner.
"How did you do that?" I asked, amazed at her magic.
"A woman's touch", she whispered.
As I said, it’s good to have help on a project. Payback and insult to injury is when you find your picture on Facebook.
Along with it is a comment, “…and no bakery should ever hire him to add the sprinkles to cupcakes.”
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Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

At a recent woodworkers garage sale I bought a lot of stuff and the seller threw in a book
free. It is called Nick Engler's Woodworking Wisdom, The Ultimate Guide to Cabinetry and Furniture Making. I think of myself being a fairly competent woodworker but thought it would be worth
my time to scan the book. But I found myself having to stop frequently to read carefully some of
his tips on how to get things done better and easier.
For many years I have experienced difficulty in getting my jointer machine set up perfectly.
All too often I was cutting a triangle instead of a rectangle. The jointer manual says the out feed
table is to be set at the level of the cutter height which sounds easy enough, but that is not as easy
as you might think.
Nick has better way to set the outfeed table height. He suggests using test board, sending
one end through the cutter for about two inches, then marking the cut surface with pencil marks all
over it, then passing the other end all the way through. If your table height is perfect you will have
slightly cut away some of the pencil marking. If the pencil marks are untouched the cutter is too
low and outfeed table must be lowered to effectively raise the cutter and conversely if the pencil
marks are gone, the cutter is too high and the outfeed table has to be moved up.
I tried and it worked pretty well but I did not get it perfect yet but I was in hurry to get a job
done before the day was over and did the project. It is difficult to know just how far to turn the adjustment handle because there is a lot of play in the screw threads. But it is well worth your time
to get it exactly right. That is true for all your tools. That includes sharpening as well as adjusting.
Almost anytime you let a no square part go through you will experience major difficulty later.
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Windsor Chair Kit
My favorite customer (my dear wife) has been bugging me to build her a period authentic chair to
go with my 18th Century Secretary Desk. Chair making is an art and skill which I do not have and
honestly, I’m not too interested in acquiring. I did look at chair making classes though, like those at
Mark Adams School of Woodworking for example. Cost is significant – somewhere from $500 to
$1000 plus materials and travel and living expenses. I suppose this could be worth it if you had
plans to make more than one chair, but it is kind of pricey otherwise. So I decided to look for a
chair kit and found one that my customer liked from Woodcraft. It is a Sack Back Windsor Arm
Chair that cost less than the $300 list price using one of their sale discounts. It took six weeks to
arrive but when I unpacked it, I was impressed by the fit, finish and quality of the parts. Only the
seat required much sanding – the legs, stretchers, and spindles were ready to finish.
Even though I am building a kit chair, I am learning about the design and construction of Windsor
chairs in spite of myself. Over the years, I have repaired a number of kitchen chairs and rockers of
similar style. All have loosened up due to glue and joint failure. When I compare them to the traditional Windsor chair design, it is no wonder the factory chairs fall
apart and the Windsor chairs lasted for hundreds of years. The
Windsor’s have through mortise and tenon construction (at least
these do), with the leg post joints visible on the seat, arm post joints
visible, and even the spindle joints to the bow visible. This may not
be as attractive as the hidden mortises on most factory chairs, but it
is much more robust. The key is that all these post and spindle
joints are wedged and don’t rely solely on glue for their strength. I
understand that most of the original Windsor chairs were painted,
so the exposed joinery might not have been an issue anyway.
Construction is pretty straightforward; the instructions are okay but
could use some improvement. For example, they are generic to
several styles of chairs and you have to figure out which steps apply to your chair style. It would seem easy to me to have a separate instruction sheets for each chair style. Assembly is not too
difficult overall, but getting all those posts and spindles through the
chair arm and bow during glue-up was a challenge. The bow was
especially tricky getting the spindles through the bow in proper order - one side would slide down too much and prevent the spindles on the other side from going in. Then getting the left and right
sides even was hard - my usual brute force soft blow mallet
method did not work well; the bow supported by the spindles was
too springy. Some long clamps were brought into play and eventually I got the bow evened up. I do recommend using slow setting
glue.
My customer has special requirements for finishing based on an
antique chair she saw. She wants black satin milk paint for the
legs, arm, bow, and spindles and a stained finish on the seat to
match the cherry desk. We’ll see how that went next month.

Lee
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SHOW AND TELL

Arnie Bandstra
Project: Mortiser
Wood: Particle board, old formica, misc.

Finish: paint

Gary Hauser
Project: Tankser Truck

Wood: 2 x 4
Finish: paint

Mike Madden

Project: Plaque
Wood: Beech?
Finish: none
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SHOW AND TELL

Wayne Maier
Project: Clock

Wood: QS White Oak
Finish: Lacquer

Robert Ladieu
Project: Pool Cue Rack
Wood: Sycamore
Finish: Black paint
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SHOW AND TELL
Howard Van Valzah
Project: Sitting Bench for Cross & Crown Church
Wood: Walsnut, Silver Maple
Finish: 8 coats Deft Clear Lacquer, Johnsons Wax

Plaques—Pine

Sawmill—Cedar
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FVWWC ShopSmith SIG
November 3, 2015
The ShopSmith SIG will meet November 3rd, 2015 at 6:30. If you own or are interested in learning about the ShopSmith, please stop in. Join us and share your
ShopSmith experience and find out what the rest of us have been up to with our
machines.

Dave Dockstader

Hand Tool SIG
October 6, 2015
The Hand Tool SIG meets, January
through November, at 6:30 pm, before the regular meeting at Bethany
Lutheran in the lower conference
room. Anyone interested in the use
of hand tools is welcome to join us for discussion of
this fascinating area of woodworking. We will
learn by sharing the experiences of using and caring for traditional hand tools.

Scroll Saw SIG
October 6, 2015
The next Scroll Saw SIG meeting will
be Tuesday, October 6th, 2015, at
6:30pm prior to the club meeting in
Room M111 of the Ministry Center.
This month we’ll be looking at Coyote
Stencil Shop presented by our own
Mark Drogos. This software provides
another possibility for creating your
own scroll saw patterns. Mark will
demonstrate its capabilities and we
can see it in operation. We might even
try a little head-to-head comparison

Hope to see you there!

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Mike Bridger

Dave Dockstader
630-851-8118
sourceror@sbcglobal.net

bridger.mike@gmail.com
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!
FVWWC Website http://www.fvwwc.org

Next Meeting – October 6, 2015
Ed Bouvier
Foot Stool Demo

2015

FVWWC—PO Box 1047—Batavia, IL 60510-1047
http://www.fwwc.org — woodworkers@fvwwc.org

16

