NEWSLETTER
Volume 33, Issue 1

January 2015

IN THIS ISSUE
Calendar of Events – Page 2
2015 FVWWC Officers and Committees
– Page 3
Marquetry Workshop – Page 4
Coopering Class– Page 5
Shaving Horse Class – Page 6

I also want to thank all who donated items to
be auctioned off at the party. The auction
generated a total of $850.00. We sent checks
of $425.00 to Operation Christmas and
Batavia Access.

Shop Tours – Page 7, 8
Raffle & Silent Auction – Page 9
Library Notes – Page 10
St. Charles Library Display – Page 10
President’s Message – Page 11, 12
Christmas Party Photos – Page 13 - 15
Special Interest Groups – Page 16

January 6 Program
Mike Noland from the Fox Valley
Woodcarvers from Sandwich IL. He will
be showing carving techniques that he
uses when he carves birds and other
animals.
2015

Just a quick note to you all to once again
thank each of you and wish your family the
best for this Holiday Season. I want to give
the Board’s thanks and appreciation to
everyone who donated toys or a cash
contribution or food items for our charities.

A special thanks to everyone who brought a
dish to pass. Several of the attendees (Tom
Sharp in particular) asked if we would see if
anyone who made a dish would be willing to
share the recipe for their dish. If you are
willing to share please forward it to
woodworkers@fvwwc.org I will compile all
recipes received and make a pdf file of them
available on the website.
Again "Merry Christmas and Happy New
Years" to all. See you at the January 6, 2015
General Meeting

Sincerely,
John Gesiakowski
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Calendar of Events
January 2015
Date
Jan 6
(Tues)
Jan 6
(Tues)
Jan 6
(Tues)
Jan 15
(Sat)
Jan 21
(Wed)

Time
6:30PM

Event
Hand Tool SIG

6:30PM

Scroll Saw SIG

7:30PM

FVWWC General
Meeting
Shop Tour
(see page 7)
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

9:00AM
9:00AM

February 2015
Date
Feb 3
(Tues)
Feb 3
(Tues)
Feb 7
(Sat)
Feb 18
(Wed)

2015

Time
6:30PM

Event
Hand Tool SIG

7:30PM

FVWWC General
Meeting
Kirkland Sawmill
Tour (see page 7)
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

Noon
9:00AM

Shop Tours
Check out Dan Jarodsky’s Shop Tours (pages 7
and 8) for the 2015 tours presently scheduled
and his ideas for future events. Contact Dan if
you are interested in these or have suggestions
for other activities.

Hands-On Demo
Have a woodworking challenge or question you
would like to get some help from an expert in
the club? Contact Mike Brady or any board
member with your topic. We can either set up a
hands-on demo to answer your questions or find
another club member you can contact directly to
get help. The Hand Tool SIG meetings are
another great way to get problem solving or
technique advice.

2015 FVWWC Membership
Renewal is underway
See Mike Nowak or mail in your 2015 club dues.
Still $30 for the family for the year
(see page 3).
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FVWWC Officers & Staff

FVWWC
Special Interest Groups

President:

Tom Sharp
president@fvwwc.org

Shopsmith
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Vice President:

Mike Brady

Scrollsaw
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Hand Tool SIG
Chairmen:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net
Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

mbrady25@comcast.net

Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff
dhpfaff@gmail.com

Secretary:

Steve Fox
secretary@fvwwc.org

Program Committee:

Dave Burk
Krub411@yahoo.com

Membership:

2015 Membership Renewal

Mike Nowak

Director of Communication /
Webmaster:
John Gesiakowski
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Resources Chair:

Dave Dockstader
resources@fvwwc.org

Dues for 2015 can be paid as usual at the
January general meeting – just see Mike
Nowak at his table before the meeting or
during break. Dues are still $30 per
individual which includes the whole family.
Just a reminder - our by-laws require
payment of dues by February 15. Members
unpaid after that time are removed from
membership rolls and mailing lists.

Show Chairman:

Keith Rosche

Member-at-Large:

Mike Madden

Newsletter Editor:

Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

If you are unable to pay in person, or forgot
your checkbook, you can mail in your dues.
Print out the membership form from our
website:

Raffles:

Gail Madden
Norm Musur

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Docum
ents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf

Photographer:

Tyler Sondergaard

Mail it in:

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

Shop Tour Chair

Dan Jarodsky

Host:

Gail Madden

2015

FVWWC Membership Chair
PO Box 1041
Batavia, IL 60510-1041
Make your checks payable to the Fox
Valley Woodworking Club.
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Marquetry Workshop with Larry Ciesla
We have arranged for Larry Ciesla, who presented Italian Marquetry at the May General Meeting, to conduct a
two day workshop for FVWWC. By the end of this workshop you’ll understand how to work with veneer,
select veneer, create the cartoon, create a packet ready for scroll-sawing, cutout the packet, sand-shade the
pieces to create a three dimensional effect, glue and press the image, and how to remove the veneer tape and
prepare the work for final assembly into your project.
The workshop will be held at Larry’s workshop in Yorkville. It is scheduled to be held on Saturday, April 25 and
Sunday April 26, 2015. Space requires a limit this to no more than six students; also we are asking that if
possible you bring your scroll saw with.
Details:
What: Beginning Marquetry Workshop
When: Saturday April 25 and Sunday April 26, 2015.
Where: Larry’s shop in Yorkville
Class Size: 6
Cost: $35.00 for materials, veneer, etc.
Full information will be provided at the meeting.
Sign up will be at the General Meetings, although the class is limited to 6, we will work with Larry to schedule
another session if there is enough interest. You must be a paid up member to register.

2015
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Coopering Class
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
A Cooper is best known as a barrel maker, but the local 19th century
cooper made household items like buckets, tubs, butter churns and other
containers made of staves and hoops. This class will teach you the same
hand woodworking skills as the coopers of the old world and
revolutionary America. The students will learn and do all the steps of
making a cedar bucket and go home with a completed bucket. No prior
woodworking is necessary but it will be helpful.
Class Schedule:

Thursday, April 23 – 6:00 to 9:00 pm

Saturday, April 25 – 8:00 to Noon

Thursday, April 30 – 6:00 to 9:00 pm

Saturday, May 2 – 8:00 to Noon

Class Fee: $179
Contact Arnold Bandstra (815) 481-1442

2015

Class held in my fully equipped shop – Ottawa, IL
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Shaving Horse Class
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The shaving horse is a basic “workbench” for shaping wood with a draw knife or
spoke shave. There are various styles and variations that are seen in illustrations of
the 15th and 16th century. Students in this class will make the German/Swiss
dumbhead style (German schnitzelbank). This design is adjustable to fit the
individual woodworker. Shaving horses were used by various tradesmen including
coopers, bodgers (chair makers) and bowyers (hunting bow makers). It is still a
useful tool for the modern woodworker to work on pieces that otherwise are
awkward to position in a vice. Woodworkers who have taken or will take a
coopering or Windsor chair class will want to make their own shaving horse.
Class Schedule:

Thursday, March 19 – 6:00 to 9:00 pm

Saturday, March 21 – 8:00 to Noon

Thursday, March 26 – 6:00 to 9:00 pm

Saturday, March 28 – 8:00 to Noon

Class Fee: $179

Contact Arnold Bandstra (815) 481-1442
2015

Class held in my fully equipped shop – Ottawa, IL
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Shop Tours
January 2015
Host: Bill Schwartz's shop
Time and Date: 9 to 11 am, Saturday, Jan. 17, 2015
Location: 6208 Middaugh Ave., Downers Grove, IL
Contact: Bill, phone: 708-334-6250
Event Cost: None
Transportation: None to be provided or organized by the FVWWC.
Lunch afterwards: TBD
February 2015
Host: Kirkland Saw Mill
Time and Date: Noon, Saturday, Feb. 7, 2015
Location: 606 W. Main St. (Rt. 72 & Kirkland Road), Kirkland IL
Contact: Ronnie, phone: 815-522-6150
Event Cost: None
Transportation: None to be provided or organized by the FVWWC.
Lunch afterwards: TBD
Under Consideration for March 2015 – Not committed as yet


Milwaukee Woodworking Show
Date: March 13-15, 2015 (we would go on Sat. the 14 th).
Location: Wisconsin Expo Center Hall C
8200 West Greenfield Ave.
West Allis, WI 53214
Transportation: The idea was to rent a bus, van or other and share the expense.



Lie Nielsen Event
Date: March 20-21, 2015 (we would go on Sat. the 21 st).
Location: J Miller Handcrafted Furniture, 1774 W. Lunt Avenue, Chicago, IL 60626
Event Cost: None
Transportation: The idea would be to car pool and share the expense.
Lunch before program: TBD

Under Consideration for April 2015 – Not committed as yet

2015



Old Tool Sales and Swap Meet
Date: 8:00 am to Noon, Saturday, April 11, 2015.
Location: TBD - Ref: Parking lot of a local hardware store or lumber yard.
Cost: None
Transportation: None to be provided or organized by the FVWWC.
Lunch afterwards: TBD



Shaker furniture exhibit at Loyola University
Suggestion by Mike Brady, E-mailed to me 12-17-14
Reference:
http://www.luc.edu/luma/exhibitions/upcomingexhibitions/orderinallthingscommunityandidentityinshakerarchi
tecture.shtml
Date: 11 a.m. – 6 p.m., Saturday, April 11, 2015 (exhibition ends April 26, 2015)
Location: Loyola University Museum of Art, 820 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60611, Phone:
312.915.7600
FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041
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Shop Tours (cont’d)
Cost: General Admission: $8, Seniors (65 and over): $6
Transportation: None to be provided by the FVWWC. The idea would be to car pool and share the expense or
take the train into Chicago.
Lunch before program: TBD
Note: If this is selected I will try to set up a tour for use.
Under Consideration for May 2015
 Jeff’s Shop
Phone: 630-365-9488
Date: May 9, 2015
Location: Elburn, IL 60626
Event Cost: None
Transportation: None to be provided or organized by the FVWWC.
Lunch afterwards: TBD
Under Consideration for June 2015
 Frank Lloyd Wright’s facilities
Date: June 6, 2015
Location: Spring Green, WI
Event Cost: TBD
Transportation: The idea was to rent a bus, van or other and share the expense.
Note: If this is selected I will try to set up a tour for use.
Lunch afterwards: TBD
Under Consideration for July 2015
 Train Museum
Date: June 6, 2015
Location: Union, IL
Event Cost: TBD
Transportation: The idea was to rent a bus, van or other and share the expense.
Note: If this is selected I will try to set up a tour for use.
Lunch afterwards: TBD
Under Consideration for August or September 2015
 Weekend Seminar – Mike Brady organizing
Date: TBD
Location: TBD
Event Cost: TBD
Transportation: None to be provided or organized by the FVWWC.
Lunch: TBD

If you have any questions, tour request or if you would like to host a shop tour please let me know.

Dan Jarodsky, Shop Tours Coordinator
6N467 Barton Drive, St. Charles, IL 60175
E-mail: Freelance.Design@aol.com
Phone: 630-803-7566

2015
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Silent Auction
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our
programming and awards is via the items donated for the
silent auction table. While many of us are notorious
packrats, at some point you have to give in and clean out
your stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood, and
other supplies. That way you can free up room to get
more stuff! So, get on the ball and dig through your
workshop shelves, toolboxes, and cabinets for items
someone else might want. It’s a three way win – you get
more space, the club gets some cash, and the buyer gets
something he needs.

Big Raffle – Don't forget the new item for the big raffle.

It
is an Oneida Molded Dust Deputy Deluxe Kit with a separate
filter for your vacuum. Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00.
Included are the cyclone, two 5 gallon buckets, and hardware
to adapt to any wet/dry shop vacuum (vac not included). Also
included is a Clean Stream high performance filter for your
vac. So long as you empty the buckets when full, your vac
filters will stay clog free. Tickets will be drawn at the
January meeting, so this is your last chance to win.

Norm Musur and Gail Madden – Raffles and Silent Auction
2015
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We are all getting year-end offers of DVD’s containing years of back issues of our favorite
woodworking publications – these are great for reference if you can find the topic you need. They are
also fairly expensive, so why spend the money when the FVWWC library already has these DVD’s?
Before buying a back issue or DVD, contact Dave and see if we have it in our library. Check out the
DVD you need at the next general meeting or bring a flash drive and take home a pdf copy of the
article you need. If you ask nicely, Dave might even email you the article.

Dave Dockstader
630-851-8118
sourceror@sbcglobal.net

ST. CHARLES LIBRARY DISPLAY CASE
I still need finished woodworking projects to display at the St.Charles Library. They have a large wall
mounted display case which we can use for the month of January, 2015. This is an opportunity to
showcase our club to the public and possibly attract new members. If you have a piece of your
handiwork you would like to show off bring it to the library on Friday January, 2 at 9:00 AM. That is
when we will be setting up the display. The library is located in St. Charles at routes 64 and 25 on the
Southeast corner. Any questions please contact me.
Norm Musur
nprint91@gmail.com
630 584-8669

2015
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A New Year
2015 is upon us. Hopefully, it will be a fulfilling successful year. How that is described and the challenges
associated with it will be different according to who provides the description. A common thread for us all is
our woodworking club and its success as well. The challenges it faces in its success going forward are not a big
secret to observant members nor do I think are the tools and efforts to overcome them. To have a successful
year I believe there are three areas that we should address as a board and as individual members. These are a
diminishing membership, meeting our budgetary needs, and providing the kind of presentations, programs,
tours, and other educational avenues our membership desires.
We have dwindled a degree in our size. Some may see growth as a negative aspect instead of a positive.
However, the economies of scale, the diversity of having others, and bringing in new ideas and experience are
all positive attributes of having a larger membership. A part of the reason to our shrinking group is simple
attrition for health reasons. Many of our more “seasoned” veterans do not have the physical wherewithal to
attend our meetings. More is the pity for all of us. Other reasons include relocation, a change in passions, or
other obligations elsewhere. Raising our membership comes in two parts; making those outside the club
aware of us and attractive to them and also keeping our present members happy to come back for more. The
former has a hurdle that many of us have recognized. Compared to 10, 20, 30 years ago, woodworking is not
as popular as it once was. People have less space and time, no leaders to inspire them (think Norm) and there
are many more attractions out there to fill their discretionary time. If we are to bring new membership in we
need to make our club more visible, recruit, and proactively seek new members. Doing so comes in the form
of advertising, word of mouth, and making our appearance known through the communication media. Making
it attractive to join comes from having those programs they are interested in and showing them that we as a
group are a bunch of fine fellows and ladies they would be better with than without.
Our budgetary position is fairly solid at the moment but not as strong as it once was. Our main source of
money comes from membership dues. It’s why we encourage everyone to pay their membership and not try
to slide by from one year to the next. Few do so, but if you are one of them, shame on you. Another source of
income is the silent auctions. If you have some sort of woodworking tool, raw material, or other wood related
article at home that you don’t need or want I encourage you to donate it to the club for the silent auction.
The money which comes from this can be directly used to pay for club expenses. A draw from the budget are
2015
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guest speakers at our presentations. While they bring an expertise that we may not have, I would really like to
see more club members volunteer to do a presentation. As a member they are not paid and it allows us to
appreciate and learn from their particular expertise. We have such a vast wealth of experience amongst us. It
would be a tragedy not to draw from it and also get to know those within our club better.
The last aspect to address are our programs and resources. Over the years we have had a fabulous line of
presentations, tours, workshops, and new learning streams from our library. We want to continue these and if
possible enhance them. If you know of someone that could provide a great presentation, an interesting shop
tour, or if there is a workshop that you would be interested in, please contact myself or another board
member and enlighten us. We need new ideas from you! Share your thoughts. Early this new year I want to
get your input on our meeting agenda. We have changed it a number of times by switching the scheduling of
when we do different parts. Let’s decide by popular vote what is best for us as a club.
It’s a fine feeling to be back as president again and being able to work with all of you as members. Being a
part of this club has so many benefits. Learning the extraordinary craft of woodworking, seeing the amazing
work of others, having the resources of a complete library on woodworking at your fingertips and other
advantages are all great paybacks. However, having all of you as friends and having the stimulating yet
soothing and always pleasurable camaraderie of each other is the highest reward. Let’s make this a great
year!

Regards,
Tom Sharp
President

2015
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FVWWC Christmas Party
Our annual Christmas party was well attended and it was an enjoyable time to socialize, meet the
spouses, indulge in the excellent food and deserts, and of course, the auction entertainment led by
Tom Sharp.

Party Photos by Tyler Sondergaard

2015
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FVWWC Christmas Party
We had a nice
selection of
donated items for
our charities.

The Auction
Tom Sharp presided over the auction again this year and only a video
would adequately capture his humor and the fun we had. As John
Gesiakowski mentioned, the club netted $850 in sales which was
donated to our two charities. Thanks to Tom and all the donors of
craft items for making it a great success. Thanks also to the buyers.

2015
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FVWWC Christmas Party

2015
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FVWWC ShopSmith SIG
The ShopSmith SIG normally meets every third month. This would put our
next meeting in January with the Christmas party, so we skip this meeting.
Therefore our next meeting will be March 3rd, 2015 at 6:30pm in Room M111
of the Ministry Center. If you own or are interested in learning about the
ShopSmith, please stop in. Join us and share your ShopSmith experience
and find out what the rest of us have been up to with our machines.
Dave Dockstader

Hand Tool SIG
January 6, 2015

Scroll Saw SIG
January 6, 2015

The Hand Tool SIG meets, January through
November, at 6:30 pm, before
the regular meeting at Bethany
Lutheran in the lower conference
room. Anyone interested in the
use of hand tools is welcome to
join us for discussion of this fascinating area of
woodworking. Hand Tool SIG will be planning
our Hand Tool Event for the February general
meeting. Also bring tools acquired since
November.

The next Scroll Saw SIG next
meeting will be Tuesday,
January 6, 2015, at 6:30 pm
prior to the club meeting in
Room M111 of the Ministry
Center. We will be talking
about pattern making using
Inkscape to convert bitmapped pictures into
vector graphics that can be scaled into smaller
or larger forms. We will discuss the reasons for
converting these files and ways to use these
tools to make scroll saw patterns from a variety
of available graphics.

We will learn by sharing the experiences of using
and caring for traditional hand tools.

Dave Dockstader
Hope to see you there!

630-851-8118
sourceror@sbcglobal.net

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

2015

FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041
http://www.fvwwc.org - woodworkers@fvwwc.org

16

Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!
FVWWC Website http://www.fvwwc.org

Next Meeting – January 6, 2015
Mike Noland
Fox Valley Woodcarvers

2015
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