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Meeting Review – Aug 2, 2011
SPEAKER: Lorraine Straw – Friends of the
Viking Ship
Lorraine Straw, President of “Friends of the
Viking Ship”, presented the story of the ship’s
construction, its voyage from Norway to the
US, and how in the world it ended up in
Batavia, IL.
The Viking is a replica of the ancient Gokstad
ship. Excavated in 1880, the Gokstad was
called the most beautiful ship ever built. The
replica ship was built in Sandefjord, Norway in
1893, and later christened “Viking”. The Viking
is a single masted open ship (no deck),
pointed at both ends (bidirectional), and has
the rudder on the starboard side (right side for
you landlubbers). The ship is 78 feet long, 17
feet wide, 6 ½ feet from keel to gunwale and
has 16 oar pairs for a crew of 11 plus the
captain.
Lorraine probably did not cover the design and
construction in as much detail as us
woodworking nerds would like, but here are a
few of the details I noted. The hull is
constructed of overlapping oak planks
connected by iron rivets and caulked with a
mix of animal hair and tar. The ribs were from
naturally curved sections of oak trees. The
lower ribs flex and the upper ribs are rigid.
Likewise the hull planks flex below the
waterline and are rigid above. This design
apparently made the ship flex with the waves
and thus very seaworthy in rough waters.

In 1893, Viking sailed under her own “power”
from Bergen, Norway to New York City and
then on to Chicago via the Erie Canal and
Great Lakes. The ship was towed in the canal
and somehow along the way collided with a
tugboat and sank same.
(Continued on page 3)
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Calendar of Events
September, 2011
DATE
SEPT 6

TIME
EVENT
6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool
(TUES.)
SIG
SEPT 6 6:30PM FVWWC SHOPSMITH
(TUES)
SIG
SEPT 6 7:30PM FVWWC GENERAL
(TUES.)
MEETING
SEPT 19 7:00 PM PERIOD FURNITURE
SIG
SEPT 21 9:00AM FVWWC’S BREAKFAST
(WED)
CLUB:
RED APPLE
RESTAURANT
414 S SCHMALE RD,
CAROL STREAM, IL
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Next Meeting
September 6, 2011
Program:
Beyond Wooden Pens
Mark Dreyer, our Director of
Communication and webmaster will be
our speaker for the September meeting.
His presentation will look at using the
lathe to create pens above and beyond
the wooden pen. He’ll cover the
materials that can be used, different
turning techniques, tips and tricks, and
how to make your own blanks. Time
permitting he will make a blank on site
and also make a closed end pen.
In addition to speaking on his topic of
pens, he will also discuss the features of
our new redesigned website:
http://www.fvwwc.org/
Check it out – I think Mark did a great job
and am sure he’ll be glad to get your
comments and suggestions.

Friends of the Viking Ship
(Continued from page 1)
Viking arrived intact in Chicago for display
at the 1893 Worlds Columbian Exposition
and was moored in the Jackson Park
lagoon. After the exposition, the ship was
eventually dry docked and allowed to
weather mostly unprotected for almost 70
years. In recent years, Viking was moved
to Batavia and restoration efforts were
begun.
Viking ship tours are still available on
September 17 and October 15 from
1:00pm to 4:00pm. Check out the
website for more info:
www.viking ship.us
2011

Editor’s Woodfiller

So many woodworking projects to do, so
little time to do them. I don’t know about
you, but every time I get a new
woodworking magazine I find another
project I want to do. My desk is stacked
with such plans for future projects. Then
there are the requests from family. I have
three adult daughters who often send me
pictures from a catalog of a piece they
would like – “Dad, can you make this?” If I
say yes to one, the others chime in, “me
too, me too”. My dear wife has her request
in for an 18th century secretary desk that
will probably take me a year to complete.
Plus, a new crop of nephews and nieces
are reaching marriageable age – should I
continue my tradition of building mantle
clocks as wedding presents for them? And
so on and so on ….
The dilemma is how to set priorities for
these projects so that my hobby doesn’t
become a new full time job. One criterion I
try is cost. Wood is not cheap and often I
find common items like stools and benches
can be purchased at IKEA for less than my
cost of wood. My wife fell in love with a
cheese wedge shaped container with a
swivel lid and CNC routed inner
compartments for cheese utensils. “You
could make three of them for the girls for
Christmas”, she says. Right! Made in
China of solid maple – very nice quality
and it cost only $35 with the stainless steel
utensils included. I tried to use the cost
criteria to fend this one off, but to no avail.
My next argument is the “heirloom”
criterion. That is, I should only spend time
and money on projects that have lasting
heirloom value to my family. Hopefully, the
grandkids won’t laugh at the item and toss
it when grand-dad is gone! This doesn’t
really work either – “Couldn’t you add
some nice inlays to the lid to make it
unique and special?” Well yes, but … (I
think I may have to hire help in my shop.)
Lee
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President’s Sawdust
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully always entertaining.

Protect Thyself from the Gremlins
The wood gremlins came to my shop. You know these pesky
varmints. They are the ones that cause havoc and accidents.
They splinter boards and break tools. This time they came to
hurt. Let me set the scene for their arrival. Its 9:00 on a
Saturday morning. The sun is shining, a cool breeze is blowing
and I haven’t a care in the world. I’m smiling inside and out. I get to spend
the day working in the wood shop. What could be better?
The immediate job at hand is to make some four edge pieces that will wrap the edge of plywood
panels. Each piece is twenty inches long and is 5/8 inches square. These pieces are kind of like
square arrows without a point or fletches. The final cut on these is to make a 3/8 inch dado
through their center. The dado blade is in the table along with its accompanying throat plate. At
3/8 inch for the dado stack up, there is a lot of bare space of the throat plate on each side of the
blades. So, I’m cutting the dado on the last piece and I’m at the end of the cut. Suddenly, I hear a
loud POP! And the piece of wood I’m working on is gone. “Damm”, I think. The wood has
dropped through the throat and is now in the sawdust bin. After turning off the table saw, I open
the bin and look for the wood piece. No wood piece. I look around the table saw. No wood piece.
Finally, I look behind me. There, sticking out of the oak cabinet door I can see about fourteen
inches of the wood. The other six inches is inside of the cabinet.
Unfortunately, the gremlins were allowed to perform their mayhem because I did not prepare
properly. I should have had a zero clearance throat plate with a feather board above the wood
and another beside it. Better yet, I should have made the dado cut on a larger width board and
then cut it off the edge. Very fortunately, I was standing off to the side with my hands on top of the
wood. If my hand or fingers had been behind the wood when the kick back occurred, it would
have at least broken bone if not partially severed fingers. Had I been standing in front of the table
saw where we usually stand I think I would have been skewered like an olive with a toothpick. It
would have been right about at the bladder region. These are gory and unpleasant thoughts but
need to be made. Ignoring them could be disastrous. I feel lucky that I can talk about this without
some sort of scary Halloween s wrapping around my groin. None of us want to be mangled and
maimed but it can happen. The lesson is BE CAREFUL! The person you protect is you.
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FVWWC MONTHLY DRAWING
September Winners:
CLAMP - Don Bouchard
CLAMP – Leon Keller
Coffee cups and Starret Rule – Rich E.

Silent Auction:
Apron – Tom Sprain

FREE BOWLING PINS
Keith Rosche is bringing 100 bowling pins to give away at the September
FVWWC meeting. Some are solid maple and some are laminated similar
to butcher block. One pin per person is free, with one condition. You
must make something creative, novel or whimsical out of the bowling pin
and bring it back to the October show and tell. We may establish some
rules and categories for a competition – that is yet to be determined. But,
after hearing some of the creative ideas discussed at the Red Apple
breakfast, I think we should exclude any pins made into weapons from the
competition 

2011
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Kane County 4 H Woodworkers Projects
For the past six years, volunteers from the Fox Valley Woodworking Club have worked at the Kane
County Fair as officials to judge Kane County 4 H woodworkers projects.
Mike Madden, Dave Dockstader and I were judges for the Kane County 4H woodworkers projects.
The 4H participants were each interviewed by a judge and had to explain their project in detail.
They were asked about the type of tools they used in shaping the wood, the type of wood used,
and how they finished the project.
I always ask them to judge their own project. Each 4H woodworker was then judged and given a
ribbon to reflect the judges’ opinions. Of course, the blue ribbon was tops.
Students were categorized based on four levels of skill and their past experience in making
projects. At the end of the judging of individual projects, the judges had to decide on the best of
each skill level.
Finally, the judges had to choose the best of show. The winner was the table shown in the picture.
The Grand Champion also qualified to go to the Illinois State Fair and compete for recognition at
the state level.
We agreed that the judging was a good experience which we plan to repeat next year. Let me
know if you would like to be a judge next summer,
Ron Gilkerson

2011
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Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

Notes from Howard
August 10:
I'm currently working on cutting down a 30" diameter white oak tree and
processing the 5' cut log which we have quarter sectioned one piece. It
weighs about 150 pounds and I will try to quarter saw it. When dried it
sells for $12 and up a board foot, so my huge effort will hopefully pay off.
One of these days I will get around to writing the story about the high time
and effort price of free wood.
August 31:
The white oak log has been cut to 1-1/8” boards. Unfortunately we found a lot of the wood to be
“punky” (soft to rotten). Most of what we saved for drying looked like it might be OK but it seemed to
be soft, which might be just because it was wet. At least that is what we are hoping! Now I have all
the wood “stickered” and drying. The problem I now have is that I forgot to paint the ends to avoid
checking (splitting). We still have about two thirds of the 5’ log left to be split into sawable sections. I
hope to get to it before I go in for knee replacement surgery on Sept. 26th, but I still have not
completed my three summer yard projects. If I were twenty years younger it would be easy to get
everything done, but now it takes longer to do a project and I can only work a fewer number of hours.

Note from Editor
If you have had a significant shop learning experience like Tom or
just want to share a more routine woodworking story that would be
of interest to the FVWWC membership, write it up and send it to me
in an email. Also, send me digital photo files of some of your larger
projects that can’t be transported to Show and Tell. I’d be glad to
include these in the next or future newsletter.

2011
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Show & Tell
1. Tom Sprain – Child’s bench/steps
Wood: Ash
Finish: Polyurethane

2. Tom Foster – Old Timer Top
Wood: Walnut
Finish: Myland Friction Finish

2011
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Show & Tell
3. John Gesiakowski – Bowl
Wood: Spalted Birch
Finish: Watco, Carnauba using Mike Madden’s process

4. Jeff Smith – Candlestick
Wood: Red Oak
Finish: none
Made using a duplicating lathe

2011
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Show & Tell
5. Dave Burk – Pens
Wood: Various
Finish: CA
Pen workings are Bic pens
(Not pictured – I think the pens are shown in the candlestick picture above.)
6. Perry Straw, Guest (Speaker’s husband) – Knives

2011
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Next FVWWC Meeting
Tuesday, September 6, 2011
7:30 p.m.: General Meeting
Speaker: Mark Dreyer
Beyond Wooden Pens

Period Furniture
SIG
September 19th,
2011
This bi-monthly (odd
numbered months) special
interest group on period
furniture meets at the Bosch
National Training Facility,
901 South
Rohlwing Road,
Addison, IL.
The group will next
meet on Monday,
September 19th, at
7pm. The topic of the
presentation will be
design and
construction of a
colonial Tilt Top Tea
Table by Arnie
Bandstra. Members of the
Fox Valley and the DuPage
Woodworker’s Clubs are
welcome to attend.

Hand Tool SIG

ShopSmith SIG

September 6, 2011

September 6, 2011

The Hand Tool SIG meets,
January through November, at
6:30, before the regular
meeting at Bethany Lutheran
in the lower conference room.
Anyone
interested in
the use of hand
tools is
welcome to
join us for discussion of this
fascinating area of
woodworking.
We will learn by sharing the
experiences of using and
caring for traditional hand
tools.

The ShopSmith SIG now
meets quarterly. The next
meeting is Tuesday,
September 6.

NEXT MEETING
TOPIC:
To be announced
We meet 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
in the Vlahn Memorial Room/
#M111 of the Ministry Center
next door to the church.
Share your Shopsmith
experience with us and find
out what the rest of us have
been up to with our
machines.

Hope to see you in there!

Mike Brady
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month
at 7:30 p.m.
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!
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