
Each year I hear folks say “that was the best 
Christmas party yet” and then December rolls 
around and we prove ourselves wrong! 

Again we welcomed representatives from 
Operation Christmas of Bolingbrook & 
Romeoville, Batavia Access of Batavia and 
Humanitarian Service Project of West Chicago to 
come partake of the goodies and go home with 
their vehicles bulging with the toys and other 
donations we accumulated. 

Sherri Kahout of 
Bolingbrook’s 
Operation Christmas  
presented Ron 
Gilkerson with a 
certificate of 
appreciation for the 
continuing support 
by FVWWC as well 
as our annual donations. 

The toys were outstanding, as usual, and 
numbered over 650 when all was said and done.  
Jim Hildreth, resident Elf, created a very 
impressive 350 toys and his fellow elf, Bud 
Yackley, an impressive 126.  Add to that the 
contributions of so many others and we were 
able to add a lot of smiles to the holiday season. 

Our Pot Luck was awesome and the variety 
and selection of goodies made a feast fit for 
royalty. 

This year we were honored to have the 
Batavia High School Madrigal Singers as the 
evenings entertainment.  Decked out in their 
period dress, they made for a show pleasing to 
the eye, as well as the ear. 

It was good to get together with friends and 
their guests, to share some great food, good talk 
and a whole lot of laughs. 

The year end drawings were, of course, a hit 
but the best part of the evening was when 
president, Ron Gilkerson, presented our 
youngest guest with one of the toys made by the 
Batavia Bunch this year.  They had been in a 
quandary as to what to do with the odd, extra toy 
and then the answer was clear. 

Young Lorenzo, 
accompanying his 
father as a guest of Jim 
Gill, bashfully accepted 
our gift.  His response 
was one of pure joy 
and his smile was 
inspiration for doing 
this all over again, year 
after year. 

May the 
New Year be 
filled with 
health & 
prosperity for 
All and good 
friends to 
share it with, 
always!!! 
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5 Years and Counting! 
Each year we recognize those members who 

have reached their five year anniversary.  The 
following are recognized for having met that goal 
between 02/05 and 01/06: 

• Jack Harkins - 02/03/2000 
• Roger (Bud) Light - 06/01/2000 
• James Byrne - 09/05/2000 
• Wayne Ruder - 09/05/2000 
• Michael Lambert - 11/07/2000 
• David Kline - 01/02/2001 

Thank-you all for your support and here's to 
the next five years of continued participation!  

The FVWWC Board & Fellow Members 

FVWWC MONTHLY 
DRAWING 

In December we had our annual special 
drawings from the tickets saved from the 
monthly tickets sold during the year.   

At press time I do not know exactly what 
we will have to offer for our first drawing of 
the new year but hope to see you there in 
line ready to buy a ticket for a chance to win! 

2006 should be another record year…  
...See you at the meeting! 

Charlie Christensen, 
  Raffle Chairman 

FVWWC 

Membership Update 
2006 Membership Reminder: 
Membership renewals must be submitted by 
January 15th, 2006 or you will, sadly, be 
dropped from the list!  Fill out the form and 

submit it with your $25 to the 
Membership Committee at the 
next meeting or mail to: 

FVWWC 
PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL  60510 
Roger Vachon, 
Membership 

FVWWC Events Calendar 
Jan 3rd ....Tue .. 7:30 p.m...Michael Holtz - Of Sycamore’s 

Der Holtzmacher, Ltd.  

Jan 18th..Wed.. 9:00 a.m...FVWWC’s Breakfast Club: 
The Red Apple Restaurant at 
414 S Schmale Rd - Carol 
Stream, IL -- Everyone is in-
vited to stop by! 

Feb 7th ....Tue .. 7:20 p.m...Bob Mau, Master Carver spe-
cializing in character carvings. 

Feb 15th .Wed.. 9:00 a.m...FVWWC’s Breakfast Club 

Mar 15th .Wed.. 9:00 a.m...FVWWC’s Breakfast Club 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 
woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

President .........................Ron Gilkerson 
 (630) 879-8756 
 rongilker@hotmail.com 
Vice President .................Dick Secrest 
Treasurer .........................Doug Pfaff 
Secretary .........................Darrel Anderson 
Program Committee........Tom Sharp 
 Mike Brady 
 Dick Secrest 
Membership.....................Roger Vachon 
Show Chairman...............Larry McHone 
Toy Drive Coordinator ....Gail Madden 
Editor/Webmaster ...........Linda Christensen 
Librarian ..........................Cheryl Miller 
Raffles/Photographer .....Charlie Christensen 
Members-at-Large...........Mike Madden 
 James Nellis 
Show & Tell MC...............Matt Gauntt 
Audio/Visual Tech...........Will Sharp 
Host..................................Bill Bailey 
Greeter .............................Jim Hildreth 
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� Reprinted from the “Tips, Tricks, & Jigs“ section at http://www.woodzone.com 

Stabilize Your Tablesaw's Base 
Because workshop floors are rarely flat, you may find that your 
tablesaw wobbles.  This can cause accuracy and safety issues. If 
you're just using the saw in that location for a short period of time   
you can secure a wooden shim under one of the legs. 

If you have a contractors style table saw (pictured) and you're 
going to leave the saw in place in your workshop, you can loosen 
the bolts securing the legs together and re-tighten them. This will 
allow the tablesaw's stand to adjust for the imperfections in the floor. Some tablesaws also have 
adjustable feet that can be twisted to adjust for variations in the floor. 

Denatured Alcohol for Sanding 
Use denatured alcohol as a sanding aid to improve the quality of your finished projects. 

After sanding, use denatured alcohol to remove the excess sawdust that is 
trapped in the grain. The denatured alcohol will evaporate quickly, allowing 
you to sand the raised grain and produce a smoother finished coat. 

WARNING! - To help avoid the risk of a fire or explosion when using a 
power sander, allow the alcohol to evaporate completely! 

The pigments in spray paint cans will settle to the bottom during storage. 
Insufficient mixing may result in an uneven color. To help mix the paint 
thoroughly the manufacturers put a small metal ball in the can. Shake the can 
back and forth until you hear the ball rolling. Then shake the can so the ball 
rolls around the bottom. Since the paint in settled on the bottom this will help 
mix it thoroughly. Try to shake the can for 1-2 minutes the first time you use 
the can. Then shade the can for 30seconds to a minute the next time the can is used during the 
same day. 

Shelf Life of Yellow and White Glues  
Yellow and White glues have a shelf life of about 8-12 months after which they should be thrown 
away. Freezing also damages the bonding power of these glues. If the glue is excessively stringy 
this can also be a sign that it has passed its useful life. Glue is too inexpensive to risk building 
furniture with bad joints. 

The Correct Way to Shake a Spray Paint Can 
The pigments in spray paint cans will settle to the bottom during 
storage. Insufficient mixing may result in an uneven color. To help 
mix the paint thoroughly the manufacturers put a small metal ball 
in the can. Shake the can back and forth until you hear the ball 
rolling. Then shake the can so the ball rolls around the bottom. 
Since the paint in settled on the bottom this will help mix it 
thoroughly. Try to shake the can for 1-2 minutes the first time you 
use the can. Then shade the can for 30seconds to a minute the 
next time the can is used during the same day. 



Fox Valley Woodworkers Club, Inc. 
PO Box 1041 
Batavia, IL  60510-1041 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. 

Batavia, IL 
1st Tuesday of each Month at 7:30 p.m. 

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Visitors Always Welcome! 

General Meeting Agenda: 
January 3rd, 2006 

WELCOME: Michael Holtz, Der 
Holtzmacher, Ltd. of Sycamore, IL. 

Der Holtzmacher (The Woodmaker) was 
established in 1978 by Michael Holtz, a third 
generation woodworker. Its customers include 
churches, homeowners, and architects 
throughout the Midwest. They specialize in 
custom designed furniture and cabinetry, 
liturgical furnishings, interior and exterior wood 
doors, and historical replication and restoration. 

Hope to see you there!!! 


