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Meeting Review – Nov. 1, 2011
The speaker at the November meeting was our
own Dave Burk who spoke on Copper Leaf
and Dutch Metal Gilding.
Dave demoed several ways to enhance our
woodworking projects with gold and silver leaf
gilding and how to develop beautiful colors and
patinas on copper and other metals for inlays.
Dave’s vase, shown at the October meeting is
a good example of what can be done using
these techniques and some creativity. Nice
job Dave.

December 6, 2011
FVWWC Christmas
Potluck
Setup and socializing starts
7:00pm, Food serving
begins at 7:30pm

December 2011
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DUES ARE DUE
2012 membership dues are being accepted.
Bring your checkbook or cash to the January
meeting and see Steve Fox, our Membership
Chair. Dues are still $30 per member and the
member’s family is included.
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December
Calendar of Events
Date
Dec 6
(Tues)
Dec 21
(Wed)

Time
7:30PM
9:00AM

Event
FVWWC Christmas
Potluck and Party
FVWWC Breakfast Club
Red Apple Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd.
No General meeting or
SIGS in December

January
Calendar of Events
Jan 3
(Tues)
Jan 3
(Tues)
Jan 16
(Mon)

6:30PM

FVWWC Hand Tool SIG

7:30PM

FVWWC General
Meeting
Period Furniture SIG
Bosch Training Center

7:00PM

Note from Editor
If you have had a significant shop learning
experience or just want to share a more
routine woodworking story that would be of
interest to the FVWWC membership, write it
up and send it to me in an email. Also, send
me digital photo files of some of your larger
projects that can’t be transported to Show
and Tell. I’d be glad to include these in a
future newsletter.

Woodworking Machine Setup
and Safety Classes?
At the November 3 FVWWC Board
meeting, we discussed the possibility of
offering basic woodworking machine
setup, calibration, and safety training
classes to our members. One possibility
mentioned was working with one of the
local woodworking stores to use their
training facility for the classes. Our
current thinking is to offer training on
cabinet and contractor table saws, the
band saw, and the jointer-planer. Other
equipment, like surface planers, might be
too product specific. We would like
attendees to have a “hands-on”
experience, not just a demo which they
could just as easily get via a DVD course.
This topic will be on the agenda for the
January general meeting and we will have
a survey to get a good consensus of
interest. So, if you are interested, be
thinking of which machines you would
prefer and when you could attend
(evening or weekend times). Stay tuned –
this is very tentative, but we do have one
woodworking store considering the idea.

Thanks to all the FVWWC members who
staffed our booth at the November 25-27
Woodworking Show.

President’s Sawdust
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC
The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully
always entertaining.

A Woodworker’s Christmas Time
We ply our craft with patience and grace.
Our work is slow though we try to race.
There is much to be done.
We think about what all that we do.
For wives and children to name a few.
The reason for our being.

With our chisels, routers, lathes and planes,
We craft chests, and dolls, and wooden trains.
It is Christmas time now.
The hours of work, they matter not.
They are given with love, the whole lot.

Yes, it’s worth the effort.
These gifts will be offered in the morn.
Then we’ll see smiles and a few tears born.

These are reasons enough.
This wondrous time comes once a year.
A day of laughter, a day of cheer.
These are priceless moments.
So let’s cherish the time in our shop,
Making those things that make their eyes pop.
Merry Christmas to all!

Shop and Business Tours
There was a great turnout for the Saturday Nov. 5 shop tour at Creative Millwork in St. Charles, IL.
Thanks to co-owner Cindy Behles of Creative Millwork for her hospitality and to our shop tour
coordinator Norm Musur for setting it up.

Ron Gilkerson is soliciting suggestions for workshop or business tours, if you have any
suggestions, please let Ron know. You can reach Ron at rongilker@comcast.net

Raffle Winners:
Curt Leming
Bernit Kutera
Bill Schwartz
Sherm Taylor

Empire Level Set
Titanium Drill Set, Shop Wipes
Titanium Drill Set, Shop Wipes, and
Screwdriver bit set
Bosch Power Planer

Silent Auction Winners:
Dave Dockstader
Sherm Taylor

Dust Collection Filter
Sears Staples
Basswood

Editor’s Woodfiller
A Packrat’s Reward
While my friends might say that I am a fairly neat and organized guy, my wife would offer a contrary
opinion. For example, she has been nagging me for years to toss out my old college math and
engineering textbooks. I just can’t part with them – you never know when that physics book or
vacuum tube amplifier design manual might come in handy. She complains about my packrat ways,
and I have resorted to hiding caches of my treasures in the basement and garage (and other places I
will not disclose, as she might read this newsletter!). Like many other home tinkerers and
woodworkers, I have a nice collection of miscellaneous metal parts and hardwood scraps. Frankly, I
get a real kick out of salvaging some “junk” item from my collection and finding a new purpose for it,
often saving money to boot. A few weeks ago, my friend Bill Schwartz offered me a dust collector
cyclone trash can lid he unearthed while cleaning out his garage. I had been planning to use one of
these cyclone arrangements to front end a shop dust collector and the price was right. So, I began
scrounging up the other parts needed. A new 30 gallon steel trash can was purchased and the
cyclone lid fit it perfectly. The only problem was keeping the lid sealed tightly to the trash can. With
heavy and unruly 4 inch hoses connected to the lid, any movement broke the seal. I needed a hold
down system for the lid to keep it secure. I needed some kind of large diameter ring to fit over the lid
as a hold down. While steam bending wood into a ring did cross my mind, I thought I might use one
of my wife’s large embroidery hoops and began the search to find it. No luck! But, instead I found a
great solution hanging from a nail in my garage – a worn-out 26 inch mountain bike wheel rim. It fit
my lid perfectly and with the addition of a few screws and nuts through the spoke holes as attachment
points, I was in business. I used 6 inch springs to provide the hold down force – these were in my
junk box, too. They are easily removed to empty the can. I just knew that old rim would come in
handy some day! The setup works great - the pack rat is vindicated.
And now as they say, the rest of the story: Emboldened by my success, I thought, gee, maybe I can
cash in on the idea by submitting it to a woodworking magazine as a shop tip. So, I took pictures and
submitted a write-up to Wood magazine without much expectation of a response. Two days later, I
received an offer of $100 to publish the tip. While I like the money, the deal is priceless as proof of
the value of maintaining my stocks of stuff. The packrat is rewarded.

Lee

SHOW & TELL
1. Wayne Maier – Taper Jig

2. Len Swanson – Vase
Wood: Myrtle & Walnut
Finish: Maloof wipe on oil,
wax, and buffing

2. Lee Nye – Tea Caddy

Wood: Poplar, with Cherry
veneer and Walnut
and Maple inlays
Finish: Arm-R-Seal Waterbased Top Coat & wipe-on
poly final coat

SHOW & TELL
4. Ed Schalk – Kitchen stool with step
(from Wood Magazine plan)

5. Howard Van Valzah – Japanese Post Light
Wood: Light is Cedar, Post is Redwood

SHOW & TELL
6. Jeff Smith Bandsaw Joined
Laser Cutout
Wood: Cherry
Finish: none

Next FVWWC Meeting
Tuesday, December 6, 2011
7:30 pm: Christmas Party
Potluck Food & Special Entertainment
(Ron Gilkerson will not disclose the
special entertainment, but based on past
years, it will be great!)

Period Furniture
SIG

Hand Tool
SIG

ShopSmith
SIG

January 16, 2012

January 3, 2012

February 7, 2012

This bi-monthly (odd
numbered months) special
interest group on period
furniture meets at the Bosch
National Training Facility,
901 South
Rohlwing Road,
Addison, IL.
The group will next
meet on Monday,
January 16, at 7pm.
The topic of the
presentation is to be
announced.

The Hand Tool SIG meets,
January through November, at
6:30 pm, before the regular
meeting at Bethany Lutheran
in the lower
conference
room. Anyone
interested in
the use of hand tools is
welcome to
join us for discussion of this
fascinating area of
woodworking.

Members of the Fox
Valley and the
DuPage Woodworker’s Clubs
are welcome to attend.

We will learn by sharing the
experiences of using and
caring for traditional hand
tools.

The ShopSmith SIG now
meets quarterly. The next
meeting is Tuesday,
February 7, 2012.

NEXT MEETING
TOPIC:
To be announced
We meet 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
in the Vlahn Memorial Room/
#M111 of the Ministry Center
next door to the church.
Share your Shopsmith
experience with us and find
out what the rest of us have
been up to with our
machines.

Hope to see you in there!

Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

Mike Brady

Dave Dockstader

mbrady25@comcast.net

630-851-8118

Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

sourceror@sbcglobal.net

Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month
at 7:30 p.m.
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!

