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April Fool’s Day General Meeting
In recognition of the fact our April
meeting falls on April Fool’s Day, the
program will be a show and tell of our
woodworking mistakes. While some
humorous items would be fine, more
instructive examples are preferred.
Time will be allotted for a brief
presentation and the projector can be
used for photo files. Be thinking of
something you can share.
2012

Tuesday, Dec. 3th, 2013
*Pot Luck Dinner
Socialize at 7:00pm
Eat at 7:30pm
*Collect/Distribute Toys
*Entertainment
Come for a Good Time &
Good Food shared with all
our Good Friends!
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Calendar of Events
December 2013
Date
Dec 3
(Tues)
Dec 18
(Wed)

Time
7:00PM
9:00AM

Event
FVWWC Christmas
Party
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

January 2014
Date
Jan 7
(Tues)
Jan 7
Jan 7
(Tues)
Jan 15
(Wed)

Time
6:30PM

Event
Hand Tool SIG

7:00PM
7:30PM

Hands On Demo
FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

9:00AM

November 5, 2013 FVWWC
Program Review

Dan Hale of Festool gave a rapid-fire
presentation of Festool’s product line and
their value proposition for high quality but
admittedly pricey tools. Most of us recognize
the excellence of their engineering and
designs. Still, it is difficult for hobbyists to
spend big bucks on a new Festool to replace
an existing power tool.
Nevertheless, we have some members who
are big Festool fans – I think Howard Van
Valzah has almost the complete Festool
lineup. I myself have two Festool sanders – I
found their dust collection system much more
effective than my Porter Cable sanders. If I
were in the building trades, say finish
carpentry, I would definitely buy Festool – the
better productivity and reliability would pay off
the high purchase price, in my opinion.
Howard asked me to check out the new
Festool Carvex Jigsaw. He said it was
difficult to see the blade while cutting with his
older model. With 4 strobed LED lights
syncing with the blade in motion and the clear
plastic near the blade, the new PS420 seems
to have addressed the visibility issue. Demo
cuts in wood proved very smooth even with a
coarse blade. The cuts through steel channel
stock left some burrs on the underside that
got some negative comments from our tough
audience. I was impressed that it could cut
steel at all, burrs or not. I think I will ask
Santa for a new Festool jigsaw for Christmas
– not likely, but it doesn’t hurt to ask.
Thanks Dan for coming.
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FVWWC Officers & Staff
President:

Past President:

John Gesiakowski
president@fvwwc.org
Tom Sharp

FVWWC
Special Interest Groups
Shopsmith
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Hand Tool SIG
Chairmen:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net
Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net

Vice President:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff
dhpfaff@gmail.com

Secretary:

Ed Schalk
secretary@fvwwc.org

Program Committee:

Dave Burk

FVWWC Website
http://fvwwc.org

Krub411@yahoo.com

Shop Tour Organizer:

Norm Musur

Membership:

Steve Fox

Email Us:
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

dcnfox127@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:

Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

2014 FVWWC Membership Dues are Due
See Steve Fox at the January meeting and
settle up on your 2014 club dues.
Still $30 for the family for the year.

Director of Communication /
Webmaster:
Mark Dreyer
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Resources Chair:

Dave Dockstader

Silent Auction

resources@fvwwc.org

Raffles:

Gail Madden
Norm Musur

Photographer:

open

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

Show Chairman:

Keith Rosche

Member-at-Large:

Mike Madden

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

Host:

Gail Madden

Greeter:

Dave Burk
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One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our
programming and awards is via the items
donated for the silent auction table. While
many of us are notorious packrats, at some
point you have to give in and clean out your
stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood,
and other supplies. That way you can free up
room to get more stuff! So, get on the ball and
dig through your workshop shelves, toolboxes,
and cabinets for items someone else might
want. It’s a three way win – you get more
space, the club gets some cash, and the buyer
gets something he needs.
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President’s Christmas Letter
Greetings Everyone;
I would like to extend a “Merry Christmas and Happy New Year” to you and your
family. This time of the year is always one I looked forward to. I especially look
forward to getting together with family and friends to share a small get together
or in my family a very large one. I have 6 brothers and sisters, my Mother had 9
brothers and sisters and about 25 nieces and nephews. At Christmas dinner
there is turkey, beef, ham, the usual side dishes and all of the Polish favorites of
polish sausage, 3 kinds of pierogi and kolatche. When I was young, there were
so many gifts it seemed like it took 2 hours to pass them out. As I got older my
anticipation for receiving gift turned to watching the faces of my younger
cousins as they opened their gifts. This year I am looking forward to my
granddaughter Olivia’s first Christmas. I can’t wait to watch her open her
presents and then play with the wrapping.
I also take time to remember that I am pretty fortunate and blessed and there
are others who are hard pressed to just have a meal. So I am thankful that we,
FVWWC has been helping Humanitarian Services, Batavia Access and Operation
Christmas all these years by the members making toys, donating toys, food and
clothing you bought and donated. For that I say “Thank You”.
Over the years, the number of toys we make each year has gone down, but you
made other items that we have sold at Craft Fairs the last 2 years. Last year we
gave each charity a check from the money we made at those sales. At the time
of my writing this, the first of the two sales this year has made $346.00. I
believe it would have been more if it wasn’t for the bad weather on Sunday.
I also would like to remind you that we are still collecting toys, non-perishable
food. Please bring any items you wish to donate to the December Christmas
Party. As usual Ron Gilkerson will have arranged for the entertainment and the
main dish. As in the past we ask you please bring an item to pass.
If you haven’t purchased you raffle ticket for the Bosch chop saw, Norm and Gail
will be selling them.
So in closing, thank you for your past and continuing generosity.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Years - Feliz Navidad y Feliz Año Nuevo Wesołych Świąt i Szczęśliwego Nowego Roku - Joyeux Noël et Bonne
Année - С Рождеством Христовым и Новым Годом - Mele
Kalikimaka me ka Hau'oli Makahiki Hou
John
2012
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RAFFLE and SILENT AUCTION
Bosch Miter Saw Raffle
Don't forget about the multi-month BIG RAFFLE for a Bosch compound bevel slide miter saw. This is
a brand new saw, model 5312, valued at $564.00. Tickets for the drawing are available at the
monthly meetings for members only and are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00. We will sell tickets until our
cost is covered and expect the drawing to be at the January 7, 2014 meeting. Get your tickets early,
unless you enjoy watching Norm carry this into the monthly meetings! Winner does not have to be
present to win and the proceeds benefit the club treasury. See Gayle or Norm at the next meeting!

November 5 Silent Auction Sales
2 boxes of dust masks - $2
Crib Plans and cradle spindles - $15
Lathe dust chute - $12
Dust collector cyclone lid - $5
25 drawer electrical connector parts cabinet - $7
4 boxes of sanding disks and sheets - $6
English scrapers - $6

2012
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Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

(Howard sent this article in after I finished the November newsletter – I think it is
fine for the December newsletter and he can take a break to recuperate from his
surgery.)
By the time you get to read this report I will be in Michigan to have heart valve
replacement surgery on Nov. 7th. It is to be minimally invasive so I'm hopeful that
will reduce recovery time. We'll see.
This morning I was reading about the new Rolls Royce Wraith automobile. It's really something.
A V12 engine getting 625 horsepower, a racy coupe styling, 17+' overall length, almost as long as my
big pickup truck. No mention of miles per gallon. The interior has a starlight ceiling AND the biggest
wood panel in automotive history covering the inside of both doors. They have a fancy name for it but
it looks kind of like tigerwood. The $325,000 price tag sure makes it out of my reach but I would sure
like to have a wood interior door in our SUV.
My winter project for this year is to refurbish my work shop. Last spring, after the severe drought I
got significant water seepage in my basement. Not enough to reach any motors but causing rusted
metal legs on some tables and benches. Because of the high amount of walking needed in my 2200
square foot shop I have always put down used carpeting all over the cement floors, and of course,
they got wet and maybe mold. So the winter project dictates getting those rugs and carpeting out
from under all my tools and workbenches and replacing it with foam backed flooring. I plan to not to
try to cover all the concrete like I did before, rather I am going to put the foam flooring only in the
walking aisles. This will make it easier to clean under my benches and tables and the new stuff can
be rolled up and replaced if necessary without having to move anything. The good part of this effort
is that I will be able to clean up everywhere quite well, get rid of some stuff I don't need, and also
clean up my machines and benches. I hope it's not more than one winter's project.

Since I haven't been able to get to meetings
lately I'll try to bring up to date on my latest tool
acquisitions. Just arrived is a Dremel that I call
a pistol saw. It's much like a typical scroll saw
except that it has a pistol grip which makes it
possible to cut into large pieces of plywood or
hardwood when it’s easier to move the saw
than a work piece which of course is limited by
the throat depth of the saw. It also comes with
a medium sized platform which can hold the
saw and platform to a table top with provided
clamps making it easily transportable.

2012
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The second photo shows two new edge
clamps, one by Bessey, the other is
Rockler. Most edge clamps do not work
very successfully because the side clamps
slide when the edge clamp is tightened.
The Rockler clamp is heavier duty the most
and is bigger and stronger, but the Bessey
is a brute and works phenomenally well
because it tightens the clamp both ways at
once. That means that as you apply
pressure to the side clamp the edge clamps
tighten simultaneously. It's a great clamp
and has a price tag to match.

The last photo has Two Woodpeckers measuring
tools and three Harbor Freight padded vise grips
which were on sale. The six inch ruler with an
end stop has been a bit of a disappointment.
The two pieces are sold separately and I ordered
each one that way. When I tried to put them
together they did not have matching screw holes.
That didn't stop me, I drilled and tapped one hole
and had to do some adjusting with a file get it up
tight. Then I sent an email to Woodpeckers
advising them of what I had to do. There reply
was that those two pieces cannot be connected,
the end piece will only fit on the 12" and 24"
rulers. Of course that was not reported in their
catalog, but they accepted no responsibility for
the error. I have been trying to do business with
them because they are a quality American higher
priced firm, but now I am reluctant to continue.
I'm planning on being home in time to write the December report, but if I'm not I will try to cook up
something to write about from all the reading I will have to do keep sane during recovery.
Happy Thanksgiving, Howard
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FVWWC Christmas Charity Drive
Traditionally, FVWWC members
make and donate toys, food items,
and other household items to help
the needy have a Merry Christmas.
As you know, items crafted and
donated by our members are being
sold at two craft shows this year to
enable the club to make cash
donations as well. In addition,
Mayslake Photo Club members
have donated over 40 size 11 x 14
inch photo prints to be sold at our
craft show booth. All craft show
proceeds will go to our charities.
The charities we support are: Operation Christmas out of Bolingbrook and Romeoville,
Humanitarian Services out of Carol Stream, and Batavia Access out of Batavia. Members also
bring hand-crafted wooden toys to our annual Christmas party for distribution to the charities.
If you plan to bring a donation of “store-bought” toys or other items to our December 3
Christmas party, here are some guidelines:
1. No wrapping – leave gifts unwrapped so the charities can better direct the gift to the
appropriate persons.
2. New items only please – the charities request that gifts be new in their original
packaging.
3. Non-food household items that food stamps can’t buy are especially wanted - for
example, laundry and bath soap, paper products, diapers, batteries, blankets,
flashlights, gloves, hats, scarves and maybe even a gently used coat.
4. Suggested food items include canned meats, pasta and pasta sauce, peanut butter and
jelly, pancake mix and syrup, coffee, tea, hot chocolate, canned fruit, beef stew,
ketchup, rice, crackers, beans.
5. While toys and gifts for ages 3 – 15 years are needed, the most needed is for ages 815. Some suggestions are sports equipment, arts and crafts, legos, electronic toys,
action figures, gift cards.
6. Cash donations are always welcome – make checks out to Fox Valley Woodworkers
Club and the club will distribute the funds to the charities along with the money from the
craft fairs.
Thanks for your participation and support of FVWWC’s annual Christmas charity drive.

2012

FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041
http://www.fvwwc.org - woodworkers@fvwwc.org

9

Editor’s Woodfiller
A Special Christmas Present
I think most of us will agree that having children around makes Christmas more enjoyable. While I
love having my adult daughters and son-in-laws home for Christmas, it is the grandchildren that make
it the most fun. Of course, seeing their reaction when they get that special present under the tree is
priceless. Nowadays, the kids get so much plastic and electronic stuff for Christmas that does not
last or hold their interest for long. It is a challenge to find gifts that the kids will remember and
treasure for years to come.
I remember Christmases as a kid; the joy of getting toys and the disappointment of finding a pair of
pajamas, socks, or trousers instead. Money was tight in my family and my grandparents usually got
us clothes to help my parents make ends meet. But my mom and dad made sure I got at least one
special present each year. My friends mostly wanted sporting equipment but I always wanted tools.
One year I got a “Happy-Time” tool box with real tools inside – hammer, screwdriver, pliers, chisel,
and a small saw. None of the plastic junk made for kids today, these were real grownup tools. This
was a big hit and it started me on my woodworking hobby at about age 8. I also learned safety by
almost chopping off the end of my little finger with that chisel !! (If it had been properly sharpened, I
probably wouldn’t have needed to chop with it.) It’s a shame, but I suspect those kind of toys are
illegal today. Nevertheless, I used the tools to build orange-crate sidewalk cars, model planes,
electrical gadgets, and had my own little workshop in the basement. While my grandparents
persisted in giving me clothing, several uncles got into the act and also began giving me tools for
Christmas. My tool collection grew as I accumulated socket sets, wrenches, saws, and tape
measures. Later on, an uncle gave me electronic parts including a transistor (when that was a brand
new technology). I’d like to think that all these things led me to a great hobby in woodworking and a
career in engineering. All I have left of that original tool kit is the chisel which I still use today. But the
giving of those special presents all those years ago made a lasting impression on me.

Here’s wishing you find that special present to give and have a Merry Christmas and prosperous New
Year.

Lee
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SHOW AND TELL
Mike Brady
Project: Jewelry Box
Wood: Walnut, Holly Stringing, and
Pigskin Suede
Finish: General Finishes wipe-on
poly

Dave Van Norman
Project: Puzzle
Wood: Cottonwood
Finish: Latex Paint

2012
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SHOW AND TELL

Dave Dockstader
Project: RingMaster Bowl
Wood: Cherry
Finish: BLO / Shellac

Dave Dockstader
Project: “K” Cup Holder
Wood: Black Walnut
Finish: BLO / Shellac
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SHOW AND TELL

Mike Madden
Project: Wedding Table Centerpiece
Wood: Cherry
Finish: none

Cory Hauser
Project: Crane Truck
Wood: Pine
Finish: Paint
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SHOW AND TELL

Bill Schwartz
Project: Table Saw Overhead Dust Pickup
Wood: Molded PVC
Finish: none

Bill Schwartz
Project: Jointer Dust Exhaust Hood
Wood: Molded PVC
Finish: spray paint
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FVWWC General Meeting
December 3, 2013
7:00 pm
Christmas Party and Potluck

Hand Tool
SIG

ShopSmith
SIG

January 7. 2014
The Hand Tool SIG meets,
January through November, at
6:30 pm, before the regular
meeting at Bethany Lutheran in
the lower conference room. Anyone interested in
the use of hand tools is welcome to join us for
discussion of this fascinating area of
woodworking.
We will learn by sharing the experiences of using
and caring for traditional hand tools.

The ShopSmith SIG meets
quarterly at 6:30 pm in room
M111 of the Ministry Center (the
building next to the club meeting room). The
next scheduled meeting is in March 2014.
If you own or are interested in learning about the
ShopSmith, please stop in. Join us and share
your ShopSmith experience and find out what
the rest of us have been up to with our
machines.

Hope to see you there!

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com
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Dave Dockstader
630-851-8118

sourceror@sbcglobal.net
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!
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