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Hands-On Demo
Come to the November 5th meeting
at 7:00pm for the hands-on demo.

Volunteers should contact Mike Brady,
at 630-879-6051.
2012

2014 Elections:
Tom Sharp is Chair of the Nomination Committee.
Currently all current board members are intending to
run for another term. If you have a desire to run for a
specific position in November, please contact Tom
Sharp.
Craft Fair / Christmas Donations:
Remember, we need to have the items for the Craft
Fairs brought in at the November 5th meeting.
John Gesiakowski
FVWWC President
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Introduction to string inlay techniques
and tools
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Calendar of Events

October 1, 2013 Program Review

November 2013

Martin Brunkalla
Luthier

Date
Nov 5
(Tues)
Nov 5
Nov 5
Nov 5
(Tues)
Nov 20
(Wed)

Time
6:30PM

Event
Hand Tool SIG

6:30PM
7:00PM
7:30PM

ShopSmith SIG
Hands On Demo
FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

9:00AM

December 2013
Date
Dec 3
(Tues)
Dec 18
(Wed)

Time
7:00PM
9:00AM

Martin's background as an expert
woodcarver, technician, engineer, luthier, and
musician has enabled him to produce a
world-class instrument, recognized not only
for it's power and balanced tone, but also for
exceptional craftsmanship. While not many
of us are likely to pursue violin making, Martin
was an engaging speaker and gave us a very
insightful view of what goes into making fine
string instruments. Aspects of material
selection, design, construction, and finishing
were covered.
Want to know more? Check out his website:
http://www.brunkalla.com/

Event
FVWWC Christmas
Party
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

Martin Brunkalla
2012
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FVWWC Officers & Staff
President:

Past President:

John Gesiakowski
president@fvwwc.org
Tom Sharp

FVWWC
Special Interest Groups
Shopsmith
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Hand Tool SIG
Chairmen:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net
Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net

Vice President:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff
dhpfaff@gmail.com

Secretary:

Ed Schalk
secretary@fvwwc.org

Program Committee:

Dave Burk

FVWWC Website
http://fvwwc.org

Krub411@yahoo.com

Shop Tour Organizer:

Norm Musur

Membership:

Steve Fox

Email Us:
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

dcnfox127@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:

Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

2014 FVWWC Membership Dues are Due
See Steve Fox at the next meeting and settle
up on your 2014 club dues. Still $30 for the
family for the year.

Director of Communication /
Webmaster:
Mark Dreyer
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Resources Chair:

Dave Dockstader
resources@fvwwc.org

Raffles:

Gail Madden
Norm Musur

Photographer:

open

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

Show Chairman:

Keith Rosche

Member-at-Large:

Mike Madden

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

Host:

Gail Madden

Greeter:

Dave Burk

2012

October 1 Hands On Demo
Mike Brady gave the FVWWC early birds a
demo on inlay banding and some great advice
as to how to cross string inlays cleanly.
Thanks Mike for an excellent demo.
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RAFFLE and SILENT AUCTION
Bosch Miter Saw Raffle
Don't forget about the multi-month BIG RAFFLE for a Bosch compound bevel slide miter saw. This is
a brand new saw, model 5312, valued at $564.00. Tickets for the drawing are available at the
monthly meetings for members only and are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00. We will sell tickets until our
cost is covered and expect the drawing to be at the January 7, 2014 meeting. Get your tickets early,
unless you enjoy watching Norm carry this into the monthly meetings! Winner does not have to be
present to win and the proceeds benefit the club treasury. See Gayle or Norm at the next meeting!

2012
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OCTOBER AUCTION RESULTS
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our programming and awards is via the items donated for
auction. At the October 1 meeting, we had a “live” auction in addition to the regular silent auction.
Tom Sharp did a great job conducting the auction and may be rehearsing for a new future career as
an auctioneer!
Items sold at the “live” auction
included three new “Easy Wood”
turning tools, a radial arm saw,
benchtop drill press, Delta Scroll
Saw, Cordless tools, and a Bosch
Dovetail Jig. Numerous silent
auction items were offered as well.
All were sold at bargain prices.
Thank you to all the FVWWC
members who donated items for
sale and to Rich Rossio for
donating the lathe tools. Auction
proceeds brought in
approximately $300 to the club
treasury.

Here are some of the silent auction items sold: grinding wheels - $12, jigsaw blades - $10, walnut
turning blocks - $4, exotic wood - $1, brass blow torch - $5, precision pantograph - $7, sander
accessories - $2, new Rigid vac hose - $7. Norm is checking out the blow torch for possible
conversion to a beer stein.

You just never know what bargains can be had for FVWWC members at our meetings.
2012
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Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

For many years I have looked at a professional picture frame cutter which is really a heavy
duty hand tool. I would guess it might weigh about 40 pounds. My wife dragged it in the front door
somehow, but I could not lift the box to move it any further. I pushed and shoved it to get to place
where I could unpack it. It has a carrying handle made of about 1/8" thick wire which really cuts into
my hand. It's designed to trim a rough cut forty five degree to a very precise cut of forty five degrees.
It is a hand operated shear if you are familiar with metal working tools.
Up till now I have used a miter saw to cut picture frame angles and it never has worked
perfectly but good enough for home use. Usually the reason for error is not the miter saws ability to
cut the correct angle, but rather the fact that the framing material is not always straight. That means
that the angle will be changed by the amount of the deviation in the wood. When I make my own
frame material from raw stock it gets joined flat and square, making the finished piece only subject to
any variance in the saw angle, and if one is careful and cuts matching angles on different sides of the
blade all will be OK. Now with this new hand tool there are adjusting screws to position the wood at
exactly 45 degrees. And I have at least two picture puzzles ready for new frames to be built with
homemade framing material which should result in perfectly tight corners with no wood filler needed.
Also in the same box from Lee Valley was an edge clamp made by Bessey which cost
$78.00. That seemed like an extremely high price for an edge clamp but a preliminary test shows
that it is worth it. The frame is huge because it links the side pressure and the face pressure
together. No other edge clamp does that so that when you tighten the edge pressure the work just
gets pushed through the side clamps. With the Bessey clamp the handle tightens in both directions
all at once. A very neat but expensive way to get the job done right. I'll bring it to a meeting the next
chance I get.
And there was also a fraction adding and subtraction wheel which does that quite nicely,
two fractions at a time. I'm not yet sure it works well on accumulating fractions which is where I have
the most trouble. So I need more time with it and will report more on it next time.
(September 28) I tried out the miter trimmer yesterday afternoon on a softwood strip. The
findings are interesting. I cut a 12" piece of pine in half with a 45 degree angle and then put them on
the trimmer and cut off maybe 1/32". I put the two pieces together and it was almost unbelievable
how tight and clean the joint was, and it was perfectly square. Then I turned it over and found a 1/64
gap until I rocked one piece a bit and the edges closed tightly. I examined the surface of the one
piece that rocked and I could barely see any surface defects, but there was a very small one and its
effect showed up clearly. It says that the only way to get tight joints is to be absolutely sure that the
wood you are using is flat and straight.
The other nice thing about the trimmer is that it cuts absolute square perfectly which can be
very handy sometimes, but the same rules of flat and straight apply. Striving for excellence requires
good tools and good techniques.

2012
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Editor’s Woodfiller
Period Secretary Desk Finishing
My winter 2012 - 2013 project, an 18th century secretary desk, is fast becoming my winter 2014 project.
And, I am beginning to encounter complaints from my “customers” (wife and daughters) regarding a
growing backlog of other work. I had better get this thing done before Christmas 2013 if I know what is
good for me! The good news is that the case construction is done and I plan to finish the case and then
tackle the desk interior, called the gallery, as a separate project that can be installed later.
Finishing is not my favorite aspect of woodworking (I put it down there with sanding) and my results are
not always what I hoped for. I have learned from sad past experience to always test my finishes on
scraps of the actual wood from the project. I have quite a collection of test pieces as I have experimented
with various finishes. Early on, I tried Tung oil as a primary finish on some scraps. I love the rich amber
tones it gives cherry and while it has a pleasing satin luster, it takes weeks to dry (actually it never really
dries without a drying agent) and the open pore areas of the cherry eventually result in a dull appearance
in those spots. Reapplication of Tung oil addresses this problem, but I want a more maintenance free
finish. I don’t think Tung oil is durable enough for a desktop surface, anyway.
Cherry is especially problematic to finish due to its tendency to blotch with any finish that adds color. I
have used a lot of figured cherry for this project and it is hard to tell what is fancy grain pattern versus
blotch. Just to be safe, I decided to apply an initial coat of clear dewaxed and thinned shellac to
somewhat seal the grain and reduce blotching.
Another experiment was with shellac flakes and mixing my own shellac. The flakes can be purchased in a
variety of color tones – I decided to try blond flakes and test them on some cutoff pieces. I liked the subtle
amber tones it gave the cherry – not as pronounced as the Tung oil, but pleasing to me. Next step was to
try the shellac on some less critical surfaces of the desk. I applied it to the upper cabinet interior shelves.
I used a one pound cut (ratio of one pound of flakes to one gallon of shellac). I use Zinnser commercial
shellac a lot, but this is the first time for home-brewed. To my surprise, the stuff dried so fast, I could not
avoid unacceptable brush marks and overlap ridges when I covered the larger surface areas. Maybe
there is some kind of additive that would slow drying, but I don’t know of it. I suppose I could try the
French polishing method instead of brush-on, but this project is too large in my opinion to use such a timeconsuming process.
My final decision was to use the coat of clear shellac sealer, two coats
of standard commercial shellac for a bit of amber coloring, and enough
coats of satin wipe-on poly to give a uniform luster and a durable film
to the finish. I will probably burnish and wax the finish after it has dried
for a few weeks. I know serious period furniture makers may cringe at
this, but paraphrasing Rich Rossio, “if I am pleased with the results,
they are good enough”. Anyone who has finishing advice to give me
can do a Demo Corner at an upcoming meeting. Right is a photo of
the finished upper case (before burnishing and wax).

Lee
2012
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October 5 Shop Tour
Arnie Bandstra (pictured upper right) hosted a
tour of his woodshop on Saturday, October 5th.
While his Ottawa residence was a bit of a
roadtrip for some of us, it was well worthwhile.
Besides, we now better appreciate Arnie’s
effort in driving the Ottawa – Batavia roundtrip
to attend our monthly meetings! Arnie’s shop
has an interesting array of tools and machinery
– many vintage tools inherited from his father’s
woodshop. Arnie shared his fond memories of
these things and his summer internships as a
youth in various building trades arranged by
his father. Arnie is also skilled as a Cooper that is someone who makes wooden staved
vessels bound together with hoops and
possessing flat ends or heads. He showed us several samples of this craft. To top off the tour Arnie
showed us a canoe in his garage that he painstakingly restored using the rare woodworking
technique of wood bending. He has a diverse interest in woodworking and has projects that cover the
gamut from period furniture, jig making, carving, turning, furniture restoration, antique tool collecting,
canoe restoration, and coopering. Thanks Arnie for sharing your shop.

2012
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SHOW AND TELL
Adam Hills
Project: Contour Keepsake Box
Wood: Clear Pine w/ Walnut veneer
Finish: Minwax Colonial Maple and
Clear Poly

Jeff Smith
Project: Bandsaw Mill
Wood: Cedar
Finish: None

2012
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SHOW AND TELL

Jeff Smith
Project: Chainsaw Milled
Wood
Wood: Cedar
Finish: None

2012
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The Fox Valley
Woodworkers Club's
Annual Christmas Party
& Toy Drive
Tuesday, Dec. 3th, 2013
*Pot Luck Dinner
Socialize at 7:00pm
Eat at 7:30pm
*Collect/Distribute Toys
*Entertainment
Come for a Good Time &
Good Food shared with all
our Good Friends!

2012
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FVWWC General Meeting
November 5, 2013
7:30 pm
Festool Product Review

Hand Tool
SIG
November 5, 2013
The Hand Tool SIG meets,
January through November, at
6:30 pm, before the regular
meeting at Bethany Lutheran in
the lower conference room. Anyone interested in
the use of hand tools is welcome to join us for
discussion of this fascinating area of
woodworking.
We will learn by sharing the experiences of using
and caring for traditional hand tools.

ShopSmith
SIG
November 5, 2013
The ShopSmith SIG usually
meets quarterly. The next
ShopSmith SIG will meet
November 5th at 6:30 pm in room M111 of the
Ministry Center (the building next to the club
meeting room). The meeting this month is
moved from December because of the club
Christmas Party. Topic this month will be the
(non-ShopSmith) ShopSmith Ring Master. See
how to make a bowl from a flat board and what
enhancement, tips, and tricks can be learned
from the ShopSmith Academy. See you there.

Hope to see you there!

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

If you own or are interested in learning about the
ShopSmith, please stop in. Join us and share
your ShopSmith experience and find out what
the rest of us have been up to with our
machines.

Dave Dockstader
630-851-8118

sourceror@sbcglobal.net

2012
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!

2012
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