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FVWWC General Meeting 
October 1, 2013 Program 

 

FINE STRINGED INSTRUMENTS 
BY 

MARTIN  BRUNKALLA 

 
Martin's background as an expert woodcarver, 
technician, engineer, luthier, and musician has 

enabled him to produce a world-class instrument, 
recognized not only for it's power and balanced tone, 

but also for exceptional craftsmanship. 
 

 

Hands-On Demo 
 

Come to the October 1 meeting at 
7:00pm for an introduction to string 

inlay techniques and tools 
 
 

Have a favorite technique, tool or jig 
you would like to share with members?  

These demos needn’t be anything 
elaborate – just something of interest 

to woodworkers. 
 

Volunteers should contact Mike Brady, 
at 630-879-6051. 

 
 

 
Introduction to string inlay techniques 
and tools 
 

Club News 
Show Director: 
Keith Rosche has stepped forward and at the last Board 
Meeting was nominated and confirmed as the Show Director 
and will fill the term that expires January 7, 2014. 
 

2014 Elections: 
Tom Sharp is Chair of the Nomination Committee.  Currently all 
current board members are intending to run for another term.  If 
you have a desire to run for a specific position in November, 
please contact Tom Sharp.  
 

Craft Fair / Christmas Donations: 
I was very pleased with the number of plans that were taken at 
the September Meeting.  I would like to ask that you contact 
Mark Dreyer, Keith Rosche, or myself with your commitment on 
what you will be making and how many.  I ask this so we can 
plan properly.  Remember, we need to have the items for the 
Craft Fairs brought in at the November General Meeting. 
 

John Gesiakowski 
FVWWC President 
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Calendar of Events 

October 2013 

Date Time Event 

Oct 1   
(Tues) 

6:30PM Hand Tool SIG 
 

Oct 1   
(Tues) 

7:00PM Hands On Demo 

Oct 1   
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Oct 5 
(Sat) 

10:00AM Shop Tour 
Ottawa, IL 

Oct 16 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast 
Club 

Red Apple 
Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

November 2013 

Date Time Event 

Nov 5 
(Tues) 

6:30PM Hand Tool SIG 

Nov 5 7:00PM Hands On Demo 

Nov 5 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Nov 20 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast 
Club 

Red Apple 
Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

 

SHOP TOUR   
Save the date, Saturday October 5th at 10 AM.  
We will be having a tour of Arnie Bandstra's 
shop.  Arnie lives at 2670 E. 1545th Road in 
Ottawa Illinois 61350.  Car pool with a few 
friends, use Map-Quest or your GPS for 
directions.  Afterwards we will retire to a local 
restaurant for lunch and some conversation.  
See you there. 

Norm Musur 
 

 

September 3, 2013  
Program Review 

 

Allan Malmstrom 
CarveWright 

 
The basic CarveWright system is a CNC 

carving machine, project designer software, 
carving bits, and accessories.  The machine 

can carve, cut, surface, edge route, and miter 
a workpiece with a variety of bits and 

techniques.  Allan demoed his CarveWright 
and answered a lot of questions about the 

machine’s capabilities.  Thanks Allan. 
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: John Gesiakowski 

 president@fvwwc.org 

  

Past President:  Tom Sharp 
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Vice President:  Mike Brady 
 mbrady25@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 dhpfaff@gmail.com 

 

Secretary:  Ed Schalk 
 secretary@fvwwc.org 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 dcnfox127@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

            

Raffles:  Gail Madden 

 Norm Musur  

 

Photographer:  open 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

 

Show Chairman:  Keith Rosche 

 

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Gail Madden 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

 

 

FVWWC  
Special Interest Groups 

 
Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

    

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
FVWWC Website 
http://fvwwc.org 

 

Email Us: 
woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

SketchUp Classes 

 

SketchUp is a powerful, yet easy-to-learn 3D program. 
Using a few simple tools, you will be able to create 3D 
models of woodworking projects. 

The Beginner�s  Class will be spent mastering the 
basic tools needed to begin designing your next 
woodworking project.  
We will cover: 
-          How to load the program 
-          How to set up the initial workspace  
-          The layout and commands of the program.  
-          Basic 2D line drawing. 
-          3D drawing commands and skills 
By the end of the time, you will be able to start 
designing a vanity cabinet in 3D!  The Intermediate 
Class will cover more advanced commands and 
methods to make more involved 3D drawings, in a more 
productive manner.  The next classes will be:  

When: October  5th 
Where: Batavia Public Library 
Times: Beginners @ 9:00 AM 

           Intermediate@ 11:15 AM 
Cost: $35.00 each session 

To reserve a spot, please contact:  
Doug Olson 

815-990-6236 
Dolson123@aol.com 

Note: Students must bring a laptop computer with a 
separate mouse (a programmable mouse is preferred, 
but not absolutely necessary).          
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RAFFLE and SILENT AUCTION 
 
 

Bosch Miter Saw Raffle 
 

Don't forget about the multi-month BIG RAFFLE for a Bosch compound bevel slide miter saw.  This is 
a brand new saw, model 5312, valued at $564.00.  Tickets for the drawing are available at the 
monthly meetings for members only and are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00.  We will sell tickets until our 
cost is covered and expect the drawing to be at the January 7, 2014 meeting or possibly at the 
December 2013 Christmas meeting. Winner does not have to be present to win and the proceeds 
benefit the club treasury. See Gayle or Norm at the next meeting! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SILENT AUCTION  

 
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our programming and awards is via the items donated for 
the silent auction.  While many of us are notorious packrats, at some point you have to give in and 
clean out your stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood, and other supplies.  That way you can 
free up room to get more stuff!  So, get on the ball and dig through your workshop shelves, toolboxes, 
and cabinets for items someone else might want.  It’s a three way win – you get more space, the club 
gets some cash, and the buyer gets something he needs. 
 
Here are some of the items sold at recent meetings:  Clamps - $10, 6” Sanding Pad - $4, Drill w/ bits - 
$7, Marking Knife - $8, Routing Jig - $5, Irwin Marples Blade - $12,  Six Craftsman Chisels - $8, Five 
boxes Fein Multitool Sand Pads - $25, Cabinet Pulls - $12, 18” Drawer Slides - $5, Four New Casters 
w/ Lock - $13, Sanding Pads - $2 
 
You can see that there are bargains galore at every meeting for FVWWC members. 
 
At the October 1 meeting, we will be having both a silent auction and a live auction.  Bring 
some extra bucks and look for the bargains.  Norm Musur 
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TOOLS FOR SALE 
 
(Tom contacted FVWWC about selling some high quality woodworking tools he inherited.  His email 
has been copied to other clubs, so some items may be already sold.  Give Tom a call if you are 
interested to see what is still available.) 
 
 
I inherited several tools from my deceased father in law, who was a lifelong woodworking enthusiast.  
He even made money doing projects of furniture carving and restoration for local companies in New 
Jersey. 
 
I have some expensive tools I can't use or want....I am not a hobbyist.   Several things I have are: 
 
ECE Primus 012 D48, chrom-vanadium hand plane, made in Germany..................$85 
Japanese #210 Dozuki saw, single side............................$50 
Japanese Kubota double edge carpenter saw...................$35 
FWB dovetail saw, made in West Germany......................$20 
Constantine Japan offset hand saw..................................$10 
Japanese Samurai fine woodworking chisels, total 6 in box....................$95 
Assorted metal clamps...............5 for  $9 
 
Hope you can notify your club they are available to buy.   You can come to see them anytime.....I am 
retired in Wheaton 
 
Tom Mikol 
630 6216804 
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Howard's Corner 
with Howard Van Valzah 

Aka: The Woodorker 

 
          

 
 
To all my woodworking friends who count on me to show up every two months with the latest 

acquisitions to my tool shop.  I am sorry I missed last month.  I had my mind on my meeting the next 
morning with my cardiologist when he would tell me if there was anything he could do for my heart 
that would not require surgery.  After three hours of testing, no medication would help.  This is 
elective surgery and I can decide whether or not I want to do it, and if yes where and with what 
surgeon.  At this point I'm investigating all the possibilities and plan to have the surgery some time in 
October so I might have new energy for the holidays.  My appearance at the November meeting may 
be a question right now. 

     Isn't it funny how your brain tries to forget the downs of our up and downs lifestyle?  I 
wanted to tell you about something but couldn't remember what it was for a long time.  Now that it is 
fresh again I'll tell you about my problem cutting square on my two miter saws and table saw.  I had a 
9" wide board to cut square and I tested it on both my miter saws which are in line.  Neither cut 
square.  Getting them set right is tricky but I started out trying to get them square, or better said 
getting three fences in a straight line and perpendicular to the cutting blade.  I have an eight foot long 
fence feeding the first saw in line. The problem comes about because the two saws are mounted on 
an industrial work table with a one inch pressed board top.  The saws are bolted down to the top  but 
never stay tight for very long despite multiple washers to spread the load because the pressed board 
weakens under pressure and allows the saws and the long fence to move.  I used to have a six foot 
long 1" thick steel plate which would be perfect to get and keep proper alignment.     Thinking I would 
never need it, I sold it for scrap several years ago.  Ouch. 

I tried to correct the alignment for about an hour and gave up and decided to use the table 
saw, and you guessed it, it didn't cut square either.  And, no adjustment worked with either.   

       One thing I always say about having a big shop is that you always have multiple ways to 
get a job done.  So I marched over to the Festool table to see what I could work out.  I looked around 
to see which Festools to work with and spotted a device that I had never used before that clamps 
onto the work table and allows you to fasten a board to it and holds it square while you cut it with their 
retracting saw.  It used one length of track for guiding the saw.  It cut perfectly square.  Hooray! 

        After being out late last night to a five course wine tasting gourmet dinner that took three 
hours, I'm tired and have to take a nap, one of the great privileges of retirement.   
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Shop Made Crown Molding 

 
My 18th Century Secretary Desk is finally nearing completion – at least the upper and lower cases are 
built. The last project for the upper case is the crown molding at the 
top.  While I could look for some kind of commercial crown molding 
made of cherry, matching the size and colors is difficult.  And, it would 
likely not look authentic for the period.  I have a template of the profile 
from the Lonnie Bird Fine Woodworking article and have studied it to 
see if there is some practical way to form the profile without using a 
shaper or buying special router bits.  The large cove could be done at 
the table saw, diagonal cutting with a standard blade, but the end result 
will require lots of smoothing.  The upper and lower roundover / 
thumbnail profiles could be done with standard router bits, but the large 
ogee in the middle is the problem.   
 

CMT offers a crown molding set, with a 
heavy duty table saw cove cutter and 
router bits that exactly match the needed 
profiles.  It is pricey, but I decided to buy it anyway, thinking I could sell it 
later on ebay and recover most of my investment.  (At least, that’s what I 
told my wife!)  Oddly, the CMT kit arrived in a nice case but contained 
no instructions – zero, nada, zilch!  How am I going to use this without 
the usual legalese not to use it in the shower or while under the 

influence of intoxicants!  Not a problem, I searched the internet and found the CMT instructions and a 
user’s review of the product.  The set is high quality – the cove cutter itself must weigh 5 pounds – 
and I really like the large inverted router bits.   
 
 
 
The first step in the process is to make a diagonal rip cut on 2 inch by 4 
inch cherry boards.  This results in two lengths of molding from the one 
board.  I used the band saw with a resaw blade to do this. 
Step 2 is to rip off the pointed edge on the table saw to the exact width 
of the final molding.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Woodfiller 
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Coves are cut on the table saw using temporary rip fences 
clamped on a diagonal to the blade or cutter.  The trick is to 
figure out what the angle should be to get the required width 
and to position the cove properly on the material.  I set the 
cutter height to the maximum cove depth needed and, at that 
setting, marked the entry and exit points of the cutter.  I started 
with a 45 degree rip fence angle, found it too broad, and 
increased the angle until it looked about right – 65 degrees.  
Then I made some test cuts.   
 
 

 
I glued up two layers of ¾ inch thick MDF cut to the width of 
the molding. MDF is soft enough to let me make final depth 
cuts in one pass to test cove width and position.  On my first 
try, I was very close on cove width but had to shift the fence 
for correct positioning of the cove on the molding.  The last 
test was running a cutoff piece of the molding material. It 
looked good, so I ran the full length pieces through the cove 
cutter, using multiple passes and gradually raising the cutter 
to full depth.  The result was fairly smooth – much smoother 
than using a regular blade but still required some sanding.   
 

 
 
 
On to the router table to finish the molding - only two bits were 
required – a roundover bit and the ogee bit, which is shown 
here.   
 
There was little burning and no chip out. The result was close 
enough to the design layout to suit me, although some sanding 
was required to remove milling marks and to achieve finish 
readiness with 220 grit.  I am happy with the product and 
process.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lee 
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SHOW AND TELL 
 

 
 
 
 

      
 
 

  

 
Wayne Maier 
 
Project:  Cutting Boards 
 
Wood:  Maple & Walnut / Padauk 
 
Finish:  oil 
 

 
Arnie Bandstra 
 
Project:  Large Bowl – elm or ash? 
                Vase - Walnut / Cherry 
      Small Bowl - Walnut 
       
Finish:   Shellac and wax, large           
bowl finished with bees wax 

 

 

 
Ed Schalk 
 
Project:   HS Reunion Sign 
 
Wood:  Cherry 
 
Finish:  Danish Oil 
 

Note:  Done on CarveWright 
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SHOW AND TELL 
 

 
 

 
   

Ken Ebner 
 
Project:  Moose Puzzle 
 
Wood:  Walnut 
 
Finish:  none 

 

 
Ken Ebner 
 
Project:  Pencil Box 
 
Wood:  Zebra, Purpleheart, 
Oak, Padauk 
 
Finish:  Poly 

 

 
Ken Ebner 
 
Project:  Caribou 
 
Wood:  Makore, Poplar, Baltic 
Pine Plywood 
 
Finish:  none 
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Hand Tool  

SIG 
October 1, 2013 

 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30 pm, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran in 
the lower conference room. Anyone interested in 
the use of hand tools is welcome to join us for 
discussion of this fascinating area of 
woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the experiences of using 
and caring for traditional hand tools. 
 

Hope to see you there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

 
ShopSmith 

SIG 
 

 
The ShopSmith SIG meets 
quarterly.  The newsletter will list 
the next meeting when it is 
scheduled, 
 
 
 
If you own or are interested in learning about the 
ShopSmith, please stop in.  Join us and share 
your ShopSmith experience and find out what 
the rest of us have been up to with our 
machines. 

 
 
 

Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 

sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 

 

 

FVWWC General Meeting 
October 1, 2013 

7:30 pm 
 

Martin Brunkalla 
Luthier 
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

On the 1st Tuesday of each Month at 7:30 pm  
 

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 

 


