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Hamburger Grill Night

Help Wanted
Have you been looking for ways to get more
involved in the Fox Valley Woodworking Club?
Perhaps you have some ideas for meeting
programs, planning field trips, workshops, shop
tours, or improving the club website. We currently
have openings for Webmaster / Communications
director (a board position) and Shop Tour
Organizer. In addition, Dave Burk would appreciate
your suggestions for programs and speakers. Mike
Brady is always looking for volunteers and topics for
the hands-on demos. Lee Nye needs someone to
fill-in as photographer when he is absent (or even
better, full-time).

Join us from 6:30 to 7:30 pm
Tuesday, September 2
2012
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Calendar of Events
September 2014
Date
Sept 2
(Tues)
Sept 2
Sept 2
Sept 17
(Wed)

Time
6:30PM
6:30 –
7:30PM
7:30PM
9:00AM

Event
Hand Tool SIG
ShopSmith SIG
Hamburger Grill
Night
FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

August 5, 2014 Program Review
Ron Schune
Finishing

October 2014
Date
Oct 7
(Tues)
Oct 7
(Tues)
Oct 15
(Wed)

Time
6:30PM
7:30PM
9:00AM

Event
Hand Tool SIG
Scrollsaw SIG
FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

Hands-On Demo
If you have a technique, tool, or jig to
demonstrate, please contact Mike Brady
at 630-879-6051.

2012

Ron Schune's presentation was a fine lecture
and demonstration on the corrective
processes for repairing finished wood products,
especially as it applies to the commercial
arena. A portion of his address was to show
the technique of utilizing colored wax
pencils. By administrating heat to melt the
pencils into a scratch, the damage is smoothed
over and the offense is removed.
Throughout Mr. Schune's discourse, he
stressed the synergy between being passionate
about ones work, the discipline of doing one's
best, and the diligence of striving to always
learning more.
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FVWWC Officers & Staff
President:

Past President:

John Gesiakowski
president@fvwwc.org
Tom Sharp
thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net

Vice President:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff
dhpfaff@gmail.com

Secretary:

Ed Schalk

FVWWC
Special Interest Groups
Shopsmith
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Scrollsaw
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Hand Tool SIG
Chairmen:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net
Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

secretary@fvwwc.org

Program Committee:

Dave Burk
Krub411@yahoo.com

Shop Tour Organizer:

open

Membership:

Steve Fox
dcnfox127@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:

Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

Director of Communication /
Webmaster:
open
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Resources Chair:

Dave Dockstader
resources@fvwwc.org

Raffles:

Gail Madden
Norm Musur

Photographer:

open

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

Show Chairman:

Keith Rosche

Member-at-Large:

Mike Madden

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

Host:

Gail Madden

Greeter:

Dave Burk

2012

Member Check-in
The FVWWC Board and some members
have noticed a few individuals regularly
attending our meetings and enjoying our
programs and hospitality that have not paid
their dues. In some cases, they are past
members who have not paid their dues for
several years. As you know, guests are
always welcome at our meetings, but after
checking us out and continuing to attend
meetings, we think you should join the club.
Our membership dues are the main source of
funds that cover the cost of the meeting
room, speaker’s fees, and refreshments –
which can exceed $300 per month. Dues are
a modest $30 per year for individuals – that’s
only $2.50 per month – even the
refreshments and coffee are worth that much!
So, we will have a member check-in table at
the September meeting. If you are not
current on your 2014 dues, we ask that you
become so or not attend. Some of you may
not remember if you have paid up for 2014 or
may have forgotten your badge – we’ll check
the current membership list for you. Steve
Fox, our membership guy, will be there to get
you current if need be.
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Raffle
The Big Raffle drawing will be held at the September 2
meeting! You will have a chance to purchase tickets at the
meeting before the drawing. The items being raffled are 2
Veritas saws. One is a crosscut tenon saw; the other is a rip
tenon saw. These are professional grade hand tools valued
at $250.00. Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00. All
members current in their dues are eligible.

Silent Auction
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our
programming and awards is via the items donated for the
silent auction table. While many of us are notorious
packrats, at some point you have to give in and clean out
your stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood, and
other supplies. That way you can free up room to get
more stuff! So, get on the ball and dig through your
workshop shelves, toolboxes, and cabinets for items
someone else might want. It’s a three way win – you get
more space, the club gets some cash, and the buyer gets
something he needs.
Norm Musur and Gail Madden – Raffles and Silent Auction

2012
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Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

Hi Everybody:
I'm building a "sled" to carry a log through my big bandsaw. The big tree that fell in the backyard is
black cherry, a very nice wood for woodworking. I want to cut it up into boards that I can dry and use
for furniture someday. Previously I had a sled to do the job that was guided by the adjustable factory
fence but I could never quite get it to cut straight every time. Since then I saw a device made by a
Canadian company that they guarantee will cut straight every time. I saw it demonstrated and sure
enough it cut straight but it was a flimsy construction and cost over $200. The reason it worked so
well is that the sled was guided by the machined slot in the bandsaw table and not by the fence. So
I'm building a sled to be guided by the slot thinking it wouldn't be too hard to do.
I'm finding that older age seriously affects my ability to get things done as well as I used to be
able to do. This time I "screwed up" twice. I built the sled a bit too tight fitting to the table making it
difficult to slide properly and I assembled the clamp down devices parallel to the wrong edge. I
worked half a day yesterday trying to smooth out the slide and I'm pretty close now, so today I will
change the hold down clamps which means drilling sixteen more holes and driving in sixteen screws
to hold the four clamps in place. If that works OK I'll put a short log on and try it out. But there is one
more hang up. The slide is blocked by a one inch diameter bar attached to the edge of the saw that
will have to be cut down about an eighth of an inch to let the slide pass. If the bar is hardened steel I
will have a real problem. Hopefully it will be soft steel and I can file it away allowing the slide to go
over it. In the meantime my to-do list is stagnant and gets bigger.

To take a virtual tour of Howard’s woodshop, check out his article "Make Your Shop a Man
Cave" posted on our website: http://www.fvwwc.org/fvww/Plans/HowardsShop.pdf

2012
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The next paper magazine on the hit list is Wood. We have a very eclectic assortment so check your
back issues to see if you are missing any that you want to replace. Since these are a little smaller,
we will be selling individual issues for 25¢ each. So bring your quarters and pick up some classic
magazines.
Dave Dockstader

FVWWC Judges
Recently 3 members of the FVWWC devoted the better part of a day to be judges of a 4H group of
woodworkers at the Kane County Fair. Dave Burke, Mike Madden and Norm Musur served as judges of about
20 woodworking projects built by 4Hers. The 4H members ranged in age from 8 to 18. This was what is called
"conversational judging." We did not simply look at a project and compare it to the others. We interviewed
each entrant asking questions about type of wood used, type of joinery, finish, who helped them with it, what
they liked best about building it, what they learned from the project and what they would do different if building
it again. We offered them suggestions for improvement and lots of compliments and praise. Of course we put
in a plug for membership in the FVWWC, giving each 4H-er a club business card. All the judges agreed they
were impressed with the skill level of most of the entrants. Norm Musur

Proposed FVWWC By-law Change
A proposed change to the FVWWC by-laws has been approved by the board and is hereby released
for member review and comment to allow for changes in October and voting in November. This
provision is required by the IRS for non-profit organizations such as ours to insure that members do
not benefit financially if the club is dissolved. Tom Sharp proposed this addition to the by-laws of the
club:
“Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making
provisions for the payments of all debts, obligations, liabilities, costs and expenses of the
corporation, shall give any remaining assets to the charitable club or organization as
determined by majority vote.”
Members can provide comments directly at the September meeting or email to John Gesiakowski:
president@fvwwc.org

2012

FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041
http://www.fvwwc.org - woodworkers@fvwwc.org

6

Editor’s Woodfiller
What’s the Matter with Furniture Today?
If you ever get a little frustrated with the imperfections in your best furniture making efforts, I suggest
you go shopping and look at what passes for fine furniture in today’s retail outlets. It will make you
feel much better about what you have built.
No, I am not knocking the stuff for sale at IKEA – some of their furniture is actually made of solid
woods and is a pretty good value if you like the style. Even the disposable, fake woodgrain, vinyl
clad, MDF furniture sold at Walmart can be useful and makes no pretense that it is fine furniture.
What I am referring to is the furniture sold at the “better” furniture stores that is supposed to be higher
quality. I was recently out shopping at furniture stores with my daughter who is looking for chairs,
tables, light fixtures, and upholstered furniture for her new house. Many of the thousand dollar plus
pieces I saw for sale were poorly made – loose fitting drawers with boxes stapled together instead of
dovetail joinery - trim moldings nailed to the case with no effort to even set the nails. Some of the
woods appear to be salvaged from pallets or orange crates and finished to look old and distressed. I
know the distressed look is a popular style, but I have my doubts it will be around for more than a
decade before it is tossed.
A while back, I was shopping for an easy chair and visited a furniture showroom that proudly
displayed the “bones” of their upholstered chairs to demonstrate their quality. Rather than being
impressed, I was appalled. The framework was mostly plywood and some softwoods – ½ inch stuff
fastened by staples. I could not tell if they even used glue to reinforce the joints. Definitely not built
to last and hidden from consumers who only see the beautiful fabrics on the outside. Another
daughter asked if I could fix her sectional couch which had a leaning back. Taking off the dust cover
on the bottom of the piece, I found a plywood framework similar to the store display whose staples
had pulled out and allowed the plywood to bend and break. If you can find a style you like,
reupholstering an old piece may better than buying some of the new stuff, unless you can afford one
of the high end brands.
I think it is very hard for most lower end commercial furniture to compete on a quality basis with the
custom handcrafted pieces built by members of our club. Yes, you could buy a finished piece from
Value City for less than the cost of the materials in your shop built furniture. But, more likely your
piece will last for generations and the commercial piece will end up in a landfill.

Lee

2012
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SHOW AND TELL

Arnie Bandstra
Project: Hammer
Notes: head machined by Bill
Schwartz

Arnie Bandstra
Project: Shadow Box WWII
Wood: Walnut
Finish: Gel stain & wipe-on poly

Arnie Bandstra
Project: Greenland Paddles
Wood: Cedar 2 x 4; one has white oak
center, Padauk edges, and cherry tip
Finish: Tung oil, 3 – 4 coats
Notes: Hand shaped w/ spokeshave

2012

FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041
http://www.fvwwc.org - woodworkers@fvwwc.org

8

SHOW AND TELL
Ed Schalk
Project: Cinderella Palace Carving
Wood: Baltic Birch
Finish: None

Jeff Smith
Project: Laser & 3D Carving
Finish: None

2012
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SHOW AND TELL

Tom Foster
Project: Tic-Tac-Toe Game
Wood: Walnut
Finish: Shellac and wax

2012
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FVWWC ShopSmith SIG
The ShopSmith SIG will next meet September 2nd at 6:30 pm in Room
M111 of the Ministry Center. The discussion will be about buying and selling
used ShopSmith parts on eBay and Craig’s List. If you own or are interested
in learning about the ShopSmith, please stop in. Join us and share your
ShopSmith experience and find out what the rest of us have been up to with
our machines. Dave Dockstader

Hand Tool SIG
September 2, 2014
The Hand Tool SIG meets, January through
November, at 6:30 pm, before
the regular meeting at Bethany
Lutheran in the lower conference
room. Anyone interested in the
use of hand tools is welcome to
join us for discussion of this fascinating area of
woodworking.
We will learn by sharing the experiences of using
and caring for traditional hand tools.

Scroll Saw SIG
October 7, 2014
The Scroll Saw SIG next
meeting will be Tuesday,
October 7th at 6:30 pm prior
to the club meeting in Room
M111 of the Ministry Center.
We are going to view some
videos on making bowls and
baskets with the scroll saw. These include
regular bowls, oval and scalloped bowls,
collapsible baskets and regular baskets. Not
only do these start as a flat piece of wood, but it
can be a good way to use up old scraps. If you
have tried any of these techniques, please bring
along your projects to share.

Hope to see you there!

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Mike Bridger

Dave Dockstader
630-851-8118
sourceror@sbcglobal.net

bridger.mike@gmail.com

2012
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!
FVWWC Website http://www.fvwwc.org

Next Meeting – September 2, 2014
7:30 pm
Program:
Restoration of Hand Tools
Mike Brady

2012
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