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Hot Dog Grill Night

Ed and John will fire up the grill around
6:00pm. Come early to the meeting for
hot dogs, chips, and soda.
2012
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Calendar of Events

July 2, 2013 Program Review

August 2013
Date
August 6
(Tues)
Aug 6
(Tues)
Aug 6
(Tues)
Aug 6
(Tues)
Aug 21
(Wed)

Time
6:00PM

Event
Hot Dog Grill Night

6:30PM

Hand Tool SIG

7:00PM

Hands On Demo

7:30PM

FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

9:00AM

September 2013
Date
Sept 3
(Tues)
Sept 3
(Tues)
Sept 18
(Wed)

Time
6:30PM

Event
Hand Tool SIG

7:30PM

FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

9:00AM

Mike Wilson of Humming Bird Woodworks in
Glen Ellyn presented his unique tongue-ingroove drawer and cabinet construction. Mike
is an accomplished inventor with many
patents to his credit and enjoys the challenge
of problem solving in woodworking. Mike
showed us some of his custom cabinet
installations and spoke about the advantages
of the soapstone countertops his firm offers.
He had a persuasive story of the benefits of
soapstone vs granite for countertops, but left
many of us skeptical of his thoughts on the
metaphysical benefits of soapstone.
His web site,
www.hummingbirdwoodworks.com has a
video showing a cabinet being assembled
and more information on soapstone.

Hands-On Demo
The next Hands-On Demo is at the August 6
meeting. Paul Jablonski will be showing the
Moxon vise that he built. This is a benchtop vise
with twin wooden screws.
Have a favorite technique, tool or jig you would
like to share with members? These demos
needn’t be anything elaborate – just something
of interest to woodworkers.
Volunteers should contact Mike Brady,
at 630-879-6051.
2012
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FVWWC Officers & Staff
President:

Past President:

John Gesiakowski
president@fvwwc.org
Tom Sharp

FVWWC
Special Interest Groups
Shopsmith
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Hand Tool SIG
Chairmen:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net
Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net

Vice President:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff
dhpfaff@gmail.com

Secretary:

Ed Schalk
secretary@fvwwc.org

Program Committee:

Dave Burk

FVWWC Website
http://fvwwc.org

Krub411@yahoo.com

Shop Tour Organizer:

Norm Musur

Membership:

Steve Fox
dcnfox127@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:

woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Dave Dockstader
resources@fvwwc.org

Raffles:

Gail Madden
Norm Musur

Photographer:

open

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

Show Chairman:

open

Toy Drive

Mike & Gail Madden

Member-at-Large:

Mike Madden

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

Host:

Gail Madden

Greeter:

Dave Burk

2012
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Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

Director of Communication /
Webmaster:
Mark Dreyer
Resources Chair:

Email Us:

Silent Auction
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our
programming and awards is via the items
donated for the silent auction table. While
many of us are notorious packrats, at some
point you have to give in and clean out your
stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood,
and other supplies. That way you can free up
room to get more stuff! So, get on the ball and
dig through your workshop shelves, toolboxes,
and cabinets for items someone else might
want. It’s a three way win – you get more
space, the club gets some cash, and the buyer
gets something he needs.
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Library
Notes
Library Additions
We have added some Popular Woodworking magazines on CD and DVD. These magazines are in
PDF format, so articles from them can be printed. They also have a search capability. These new
discs are:
D213
D214

Popular Woodworking Magazine (1995-1999)
Popular Woodworking Magazine (2000-2010)

Five new books have also been added:
B447
B448
B449
B450
B451

Building A Houseful Of Furniture
Shelves, Closets And Cabinets
Picture Framing Made Easy
Contemporary Woodworking Projects
The Backyard Builder's Book Of Outdoor Building Projects

Don’t forget, the library is one of the many benefits of club membership.

Garfield Farm is having the Antique Tool Show & Sale
August 4 from 9am-1pm. Members of the Midwest Tool Collectors
Association and the Early American Industries Association display,
trade and sell antique and collectable tools. Admission for adults is $6
and $2 for children 12 years and under.

2012
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Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

July 3
Many of you know that in addition to being a woodworker I am also a garden worker. Last year
I volunteered to rehab the garden in front of our church. It was a monstrous job due to poison ivy,
thistles, and wild grass, but I got it done and this year it is blossoming quite well. Among other things
that I did to make the garden a bit more interesting was to make a couple of small framed signs that
would be of interest to observers. One said "Friends are the flowers in the garden of life".
Last night at the club meeting I was overwhelmed by the friendship shown to me because of
my comments about my health in last months' report. Sometimes we tend to forget that our club is
more than just woodworking. I have been fortunate enough to make many lasting friends in the Fox
Valley Woodworkers Club and their concerns for my health were very sincere, helpful, and much
appreciated. Two members who have had heart surgery with excellent results encouraged me to
have the surgery because it has worked well for them. That was true friendship and I value it highly.
Several members asked about how I came about to make the waste station for a local
restaurant. (See Show and Tell for the photo.) The Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries organization
opened and operates a "coffee shop" to serve the need they felt in downtown Rockford for people
who need a place to meet to talk over things, work a laptop, or just a place to relax and enjoy a cup of
coffee. They serve light meals and refreshments; have easy chairs as well as group tables etc. One
of the directors of the place called Katies Cup (Martin Luthers' wife was Katie) is a good friend of mine
at our church and she asked me if I could build a waste station for them and they would pay for the
wood. I agreed to do it and then realized that I had a lot of short pieces of solid walnut on hand from
"editing" a big lot of walnut for Klehm Arboretum whereby I processed their wood pile that contained a
lot of unusable wood and returned some of it to them and kept some for myself. So the wood didn't
really cost me anything, only my time, which in retirement is quite cheap. But to use the wood I had
to have a tongue and groove bit set which I purchased from Grizzly and will charge to the Cup. Again
more free labor for which I do not get paid until income tax time when I can deduct, as a donation, the
commercial labor rate for my hours worked. It's a win/win situation.
One more very important thing I want everybody to know. There have been significant
changes in the way the meetings are being run. I was very surprised and very pleased with the new
changes. Now I get a chance to show my stuff before many members have departed. I like the
shortened break time although I worry a bit that a lack of social intermingling might reduce the
friendship aspect of the break, as the following paragraph demonstrates.
Another interesting occurrence last night was that I got to know Lee Nye. He and I have been
corresponding on email for a long, long time and I felt like I knew him well, but when he came up to
me to discuss something I didn't know who he was and was terribly embarrassed because I didn't
know him even though I think of ourselves as being good friends. Now I can put a face on these
emails.

2012
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Howard's Corner
July 13
At the moment all my major projects are complete so it was time to clean house and maintain
all my machines and sharpen all my hand tools and drills. I planned a week to get this all done. How
wrong I was. It didn't take very long to put all my tools back in their right places, but there were many
things out of places that didn't have places yet, which required special arrangements. And after
having an inch or two of water in some places I had wet rugs and cardboard boxes to deal with. Then
the discovery that every bag in my multiple dust collectors were jam packed over full. When I get
them all empty I will have at least ten large plastic bags of sawdust and chips left over from the last
few nonstop major projects.
Then today I was dusting off a wood pile of cherry and elm still stickered for at least two years.
Moisture readings were about 15, but so was all the rest of my wood due to the high moisture level
from flooding. So I decided it was time to process the rough sawn boards into squared up boards for
storage. I love doing this because it is a lot of fun using big powerful machines in the proper
sequence to come out with flat and square boards, usually much thinner and narrower. It starts with
joining one edge, then squaring the ends on the miter saw followed by cutting a parallel edge on the
table saw and returning to the jointer to flatten one side. Then to the planer to flatten the other side.
Obviously I try to process several boards at a time, but it still is a time consuming process but it is
great fun to stack the boards together and they are all flat and square, a real nice feeling. The
frustrating part of the day is that at the end of the day there are still 40 or so more boards to be
processed.
Acquiring rough sawn boards like I like to do is very time consuming, but I have more time than
money so I get some satisfaction of obtaining some very nice lumber quite economically. The bad
side is that my wood supply has tremendous variation in width and thickness which makes building a
project more work to prepare the wood in the right thickness and width. But now I have tongue and
groove router bits I have a reasonable way to join short boards and make wide attractive panels
suitable for cabinetry.

2012
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Editor’s Woodfiller
Super Dust Deputy?
My war against woodshop dust continues, but I think I may have won a significant
battle. In one of my columns in 2011, I wrote about installing a garbage can cyclone
lid to front end one of my dust collectors. I was having problems with the dust
canister filters clogging and this arrangement reduced the dust going into the
collector itself. After a year or more of experience, I can say that most of the chips
do settle into the garbage can, but most of the fine dust still made its way into the
collector and the filter. A better collection system was still needed.
From my reading on the subject, I am convinced the best solution is a full cyclone system with at least
a 3 hp motor and the large 6 to 8 inch ducts connecting to the machinery that go with it. This is the
best way to get the air flow needed to carry the fine 0.5 micron or so dust particles into the collector.
ClearVue and Oneida (and many others) sell these systems and they run about $1800 just for the
cyclone. A single system like this can handle multiple machines in a small shop, although the
additional cost for ductwork and fittings can run as much as the cyclone. I have looked at several of
these systems and just do not see how I can physically fit them into my basement shop. Not to
mention that this is an investment not many of us can afford or justify for a hobby.
As a compromise, I decided to go with an add-on cyclone arrangement
sold by Oneida called the Super Dust Deputy. Oneida sells smaller
versions of these as accessories to shop vacs and they do a great job of
reducing shop dust. The Super Dust Deputy is designed for single stage
dust collectors ½ hp and up and they claim 99% of the dust is captured
before it enters your dust collector. Their newest model is made of
molded plastic, but a steel version is still available. The inlet is 5 inches
in diameter and the outlet to the dust collector is 6 inches in diameter.
Some large hoses and fittings are required to install the system to your
existing dust collector. The collection drum can be purchased from
Oneida or you can provide your own. I used a 35 gallon steel garbage
can, mounted the cyclone on a plywood disc to reinforce the garbage
can lid, and sealed the lid with thick foam tape.
My Super Dust Deputy equipped dust collector is a 2hp unit with a filter canister
and it serves a jointer, planer, and drum sander. I have duct gates to direct all
the suction to one machine at a time, but am experimenting to see if running
with the gates open makes a difference in efficiency. As you know a planer
and drum sander produce prodigious quantities of dust and I have been
pleased with the dust collection so far. Perhaps the best measure of its
performance is the dust in the dust collector bag now after I have emptied the
garbage can twice. I really can’t tell if any dust has been added to the bag – it
had a little bit already there when I installed the dust deputy. If so little dust is
reaching the bag, I have to believe that the filter is staying unclogged, but I
have not checked as yet. I’ll keep you posted.
Lee
2012
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TOOL SALE
Joe Popp
139 S. Lodge Lane
Lombard, IL 60148
630-620-0819
Saturday, August 10
8:00am to Noon
Joe says his whole shop is for sale, except for a few items he can’t part with. There are lots of small
items not listed or shown below. Cash is preferred.
Major Items Include:
Shopsmith Mark 5 – Table Saw, Drill Press, Lathe, Disk Sander
Grizzly 10” Contractor Cabinet Table Saw model G1022 with Incra fence, out tables (2) and roller tables (4)
Shopsmith Dust Collector DC3300
Incra PRO Fence System & Master Template Library (new)
Ryobi OSS500 Oscillating Spindle Sander (new)
Ryobi RA200 Radial Arm Saw 8-1/4”
Forest Dado King blade set with case
Bandsaw Blade Welder
Craftman Compound 10” Miter Saw 3HP
Century Machinery Mortising Machine
Craftsman Benchtop 8” Drill Press #113.213100
Clausing Metal Lathe
RBI 8 inch Planer

2012
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TOOL SALE
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SHOW AND TELL

Howard Van Valzah
Project: Restaurant Waste
Station
Wood: Walnut
Finish: Exterior poly

Cory Hauser
Project: Horse Barn
Wood:
Finish: Paint

2012
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SHOW AND TELL
Tony Evansky
Project: Downdraft table
Wood: Poplar, plywood, peg
board
Finish: Watco
Note: Woodsmith Tips Source

Bill Schwartz
Project: Sanding Plane
Wood: Construction lumber,
plywood
Finish: None

Ed Schalk
Project: Picture Frame
Wood: Oak Flooring
Note: pocket screw joinery

2012
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SHOW AND TELL
Dave Van Norman
Project: Box
Wood: Red Oak & Walnut
Finish: Poly

Lee Nye
Project: Aux Rip Fence
Wood: Baltic Birch Plywood
Finish: none
Note: Fine Woodworking,
Jan-Feb 2013, page 56

Rich Escallier
Project: Guitar String
Accessory Box
Wood: Red Oak & Walnut
Finish: Danish Oil

2012
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FVWWC General Meeting
August 6, 2013
7:30 pm
Rich Rossio
Offset Turning

Hand Tool
SIG
August 6, 2013
The Hand Tool SIG meets,
January through November, at
6:30 pm, before the regular
meeting at Bethany Lutheran in
the lower conference room. Anyone interested in
the use of hand tools is welcome to join us for
discussion of this fascinating area of
woodworking.

ShopSmith
SIG
The ShopSmith SIG meets quarterly. The next
meeting will be in October.
If you own or are interested in
learning about the ShopSmith,
please stop in. Join us and share your
Shopsmith experience and find out what the rest
of us have been up to with our machines.

We will learn by sharing the experiences of using
and caring for traditional hand tools.
Hope to see you there!

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Mike Bridger

Dave Dockstader
630-851-8118

sourceror@sbcglobal.net

bridger.mike@gmail.com

2012
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!
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