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Meeting Review
July 10, 2012
Model Trains
by
Bob Myers
One look at Bob Myers’ modeling work said it
all – he is a superb craftsman and modeler.
The attention to detail was impressive – using
photos and measurements scaled from
museum pieces, he developed drawings of all
the parts. It is not surprising that Bob has a
background in aeronautical design and old
fashioned pen and ink drafting. Pistons, gears,
connecting rods, and wheels all engage and
move (at least they do until he glues them to
prevent damage). His primary tools appear to
be the scroll saw and Dremel. The audience
was astounded to hear that he shapes his
gears by hand with the Dremel – no fancy
indexing jigs are used. He said it takes him
about one year to complete a train engine and
he has a backlog of about six years of work.
When he said he sold a train for about $4000,
my thought was that he priced it too cheap.
Bob’s work has been recognized with several
awards at the Sandwich Fair and one of his
models resides in the Union Pacific Railroad
boardroom.
Thanks Bob for showing your models and a
nice slide show presentation as well.

I believe the steam engine this model
represents can be viewed at the upcoming
Sycamore Steam Show and Threshing Bee
on August 10. See details of the FVWWC
trip to the steam show in this newsletter.

July 10 Meeting Review

Note the detail on this steam engine – toolbox, wrench, shovel, gloves, newspaper, pressure
gauge, rivets on the boiler, and wheel treads!
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July 10 Meeting Review
HANDS-ON DEMOS

Starting at the July meeting, we began our
hands-on demo in the meeting room from 7:00
to 7:30pm. The first of these was kicked off by
Mike Brady and Mike Bridger from our Hand
Tool SIG. They covered preparation and use of
the bench plane and shooting of perfect miters
using a shooting board. Mike also demonstrated
how to adjust the chip-breaker to improve plane
performance.

The mini-seminars will give you an opportunity
to see a useful woodworking skill performed
and a chance to try the skill. Check the
newsletter before the meeting and come
prepared with questions for the presenter.
Demos will take place in the area where
Howard’s Corner is usually located; alternating
months with Howard’s reviews of new tools.
Volunteer demonstrators are scheduled for the
September and November meetings, and will
continue into the 2013 schedule.
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FVWWC Officers & Staff
President:

Tom Sharp
thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net

Past President:

Ron Gilkerson

FVWWC
Special Interest Groups
Shopsmith
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Hand Tool SIG
Chairmen:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net
Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

Period Furniture
SIG Chair:

Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

(630) 879-8756
rongilker@hotmail.com

Vice President:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff

Secretary:

John Gesiakowski

Program Committee:

Dave Burk
Krub411@yahoo.com

Shop Tour Organizer:

Norm Musur

Membership:

Steve Fox

FVWWC Website
http://fvwwc.org

Dcnfox127@aol.com

Newsletter Editor:

Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

Email Us:
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Director of Communication /
Webmaster:
Mark Dreyer
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Resources Chair:

Dave Dockstader
resources@fvwwc.org
Rick Moss
Daniel Moss

Raffles:

Gail Madden
Norm Musur

Photographer:

Keith Rosche

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

Show Chairman:

Ed Schalk
ed_schalk@ameritech.net

Toy Drive

Mike & Gail Madden

Member-at-Large:

Mike Madden

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

Host:

Gail Madden
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MEMBERSHIP DUES
2013 membership dues collection will begin
next month, at the September 4 General
Meeting. Bring your checkbook or cash to
the meeting and see Steve Fox, our
Membership Chair. Dues are still $30 per
member and the member’s family is
included.
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August
Calendar of Events
Date
Aug 7
(Tues)
Aug 7
(Tues)
Aug 11
(Friday)

Time
7:30PM

9:00AM

Sycamore Steam Show
(see right for details)

Aug 15
(Wed)

9:00AM

Aug 18
(Sat)

9:00AM

FVWWC Breakfast Club
Red Apple Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd.
Lee Nye’s Shop Tour
(see next page for
details)

6:30PM

Event
FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Hand Tool SIG

September
Calendar of Events
Date
Sept 4
(Tues)
Sept 4
Sept 4
(Tues)
Sept 19
(Wed)

Time
6:30PM

Event
FVWWC Hand Tool SIG

August 7, 2012
FVWWC General Meeting
Presentation

Sheryl Monahan will present at the August
7th meeting, speaking about water, oil
based finishes, stains, dyes and other
products from General Finishes. I think you
will find Sheryl very knowledgeable on the
topic and able to answer your finishing
questions.

Sycamore Steam Show
and Threshing Bee
Admission $6.00

7:00PM
7:30PM
9:00AM

Hands-On Demo
FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast Club
Red Apple Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

Period Furniture
Special Interest Group
No meetings are scheduled for the Summer –
we are looking for a new meeting location and
speakers for future meetings. Any
suggestions as to suitable (i.e., free) meeting
locations and topics / speakers are welcome.
I will be posting meetings and events for the
Society of American Period Furniture Makers
(SAPFM) as they are scheduled.
Lee Nye
Period SIG Chair

The Fox Valley Wood Workers Club is
planning a trip to the steam show on Friday,
August 10 from 9:00am until lunch at noon.
We will see a steam powered saw mill cutting
logs, a shingle maker making singles, lots of
hand tools for sale, threshing of wheat and
corn using steam powered locomotives, tour of
the antique tractors and lunch at Fay’s BBQ.
We will car pool if possible or meet at the
Steam show ground box office at 8:45. Bring
cash to cover cost of entrance and lunch (on
your own).
You may sign up for the event at the August
meeting or call Ron Gilkerson, 630-879-8756
or email, rongilker@hotmail.com.
Email, www.threshingbee.org, for more
information and a map to the show at 27707
Lukens Road in Sycamore, IL 60178, phone
815-893-9388

Raffle Winners:
Jim Nellis
Jim Simnick
Jeff Sandkam
Mark Dreyer
Dave Kline

Dremel MultiMax
Parts Organizer
Irwin Clamp Set
Utility Knife, Titanium Drill Bits
Utility Knife

Silent Auction Winners:
Bud Light
Ed Schalk

Foley Sharpening Machine
Ryobi Detail Sander
FVWWC embroidered shirt

SHOP VISIT
On Saturday, August 18, 2012 we will tour Lee Nye’s shop, drink some coffee, and talk
woodworking. Let’s arrive at 9am and afterwards we will go to lunch somewhere nearby.
Lee Nye’s address:
828 Glenmore Ct., Naperville, IL.
Phone 630-369-4908
Directions from I-88:
From I-88, take the exit to Naper Boulevard. Note that from east or westbound I-88, the exit will
take you to Freedom Drive, not directly to Naper Boulevard.
Turn north on Freedom Drive to the light at Warrenville Road. Turn right on Warrenville Rd. to
Naper Blvd. Turn right (south) on Naper Blvd.
Stay straight on Naper Blvd south, passing lights at Diehl, Ogden (Rt 34), Plank Rd., ChicagoMaple Ave., Dunrobin, and Green Trails.
After passing Green Trails, look for Gartner Rd – the second street on your right. Turn right
(west) on Gartner Rd.
Turn left on Glenmore Ct which is the first street on Gartner (about 100 yards west of Naper
Blvd.).
828 Glenmore is the blue house on the cul-de-sac circle.
Directions from 75th Street:
Go north on Naper Blvd, passing lights at Hobson Rd. and Culpepper.
Turn left (west) on Gartner Rd. Turn left on Glenmore Ct which is the first street on Gartner
(about 100 yards west of Naper Blvd.).
828 Glenmore is the blue house on the cul-de-sac circle.

Library
Notes
With the transfer of all the club’s VHS tapes to DVD format, the library will be disposing
of duplicate VHS tapes in a sale prior to the August meeting. We also have a few
remaining duplicate books that we will be selling

FVWWC Library Sale
Before the August club meeting at 7:00 pm

VHS tapes - $.25
Paperbacks (less than 200 pages) - $.50
Hardbacks and large paperbacks - $1.00
Come early to the meeting and expand your personal library
Additionally the club board has decided to minimize our collection of magazines where
the library has the magazines available in electronic format. These include American
Woodworker, Fine Woodworking, Wood, and Woodsmith Magazine. So for the next
few months, the library will be placing bundles of magazines in the Silent Auction (until
the library weighs less than the four members required to move it). Please check the
silent auction table.

President’s Sawdust
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC
The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully
always entertaining.

The Olympians
Are we woodworking Olympians? I pondered this question over the last week while watching the Olympics on
television. I suppose the answer lies in what way you want to think about the games themselves.
The biggest aspect that the Olympics has going for it is the keen sense of competition between individuals or
teams. Other than competing for a particular job in a bidding process I think we can throw competition out as
a similarity. Our indulgences are more geared toward making items that we use our self or give to loved ones.
There is little competition in this. Other parts of the Olympics like teamwork, scores, and winning or losing
are not part of our realm either.
There are however several words that come to mind that are part of the Olympics that do make us similar to
the athletes. How about skill? No one would deny this as an important factor in the games. For us, it
influences the projects we undertake and the quality of our work. Remove it from the Olympic participants or
from us as woodworkers and there is not much to talk about.
The idea of “personal best” comes to mind as well. Although the athletes ultimately medal by beating
someone else, I have constantly heard that an athlete had a personal best in their particular event. For most
of us, as is also the case for the Olympians, the skill we demonstrate is a journey of improvement. Having a
personal best in the Olympics is achieving a better time, distance, or numerical value as given by a judge. For
us the measurement is a more subtle and often a subjective idea that only we can give value to. It’s actually
quite easy to define though. What project or item have you made that gives you the deepest sense of pride?
Answer that question and you will know what item coincides with your personal best.
The last and perhaps the most important similarity between woodworking and the Olympics are internal to
the participants on both sides. To honor the Greeks who started the games, I Googled the Greek word. It is
“πάθος”. To us, it is known as passion. Those who are the participants of the games exude it. To watch their
concentration as they compete, to hear the stories about their dedication and sacrifice to arrive where they
are makes passion almost a palpable halo around them. If someone was observing you in your shop and
measuring your own concentration, or if there was a tally of the hours you put in to master your skill, or a list
was made of other pleasures you left to follow your craft, I think the results would be surprising similar to the
athletes. I think the term passion fits us very well. In the end we may not receive a gold medal but a kiss on
the cheek from the person you made something for is close enough.

Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

All my neighbors and friends locally who have seen me working
outside in all this heat have been worried about me and seem to think I
might drop dead from the heat. I have lost ten pounds doing it because
I wanted to lose the weight but my neighbors don’t see that for every
hour I spend in the heat I spend the next hour in my basement shop
where it is 68 degrees. The end result is that I have a huge pile of
brush waiting to be burned when we get enough rain to make it safe to
burn, and I am making some progress on my shop work.
I had an interesting experience this past week when I wanted to use one of my battery operated
tools from Masterforce, Menards line of tools. The battery charger was not working and seems to
have burned out a battery. These tools used an improved version of Nicad batteries and had proved
to be quite satisfactory for me, but without a charger all five of my tools were worthless. I called the
customer service phone number listed on each tool and found them to be hopelessly lost in trying to
help me. They offered to send me replacements with Rockwell brand tools but they did not have all
the equivalent tools that I had from Masterforce, but they would send what they had, which have not
arrived yet. In the meantime I went back to Menards and they were very anxious to take care of me.
They no longer have the same charger I had because they have switched over totally to lithium
batteries, but they offered to replace each item I had to the new lithium tools and batteries, all at no
charge. That was a real good deal because lithium tools are usually $50 each more. So now I have
a whole new set of battery operated tools, 6” circular saw, hammer drill, flashlight, reciprocating saw,
and jig saw. They are all made in China and the tool quality is quite good, but they are exceptionally
noisy. I have found that I like the Masterforce jig saw better than my equivalent Festool version
because the saw blade is nearer the front of the tool making it easier to see the cutting line. The
other thing I like about Masterforce is that many of them have built in lights making it easier to see
where you are cutting, and the drill has a ½” chuck.
Now the latest adventures in building my redwood slab table. I have both sections assembled
together which means I can prepare both top section for finishing with the third or fourth try. Also I
found that the table is still not as sturdy as I would like to have it so I know I will have to add squaring
supports for the bottom half of the folding legs. That will come after the top is finished. There is
another concern which I have to deal with, and that is aligning the two tables properly when they are
together. Originally I built in two dovetail type wedge shaped sliding boards underneath the table tops
which worked quite well but now that I have lined up the two tables from the top, the slides do not
quite line up properly. I have purchased two clamps to join the two tables. They are very
streamlined, made in Denmark and sell for about $20 a piece. After much thought I have decided to
put them on the top of the tables in plain sight which will be very unusual but will clearly be easier to
use than under table connectors and their streamlined look might add to the appearance. We’ll see.
One of the problems in finishing has been getting a smooth flat surface on the slab. The white
wood surrounding the redwood center contains hundreds of deep holes which are probably bug holes
which have to be filled. Conventional wood fillers don’t seem to hold like they normally do so I have
to refill constantly which slows everything down a lot. Grain filler works OK on small holes but shrinks
too much on larger voids in the surface. I wish there was a transparent wood filler available that I
could use to fill some of the larger voids because they are not unattractive but they have to be level
with the rest of the surface. The struggle continues.

Editor’s Woodfiller
Gluing up cabinets and shelving units can be a frustrating experience, trying to keep the case square,
joints tight, and shelves in place all at the same time. By the time I get my homemade corner squares
clamped in place and all the bar clamps I need, it is not a pretty sight. Recently, I found box clamps
from Woodpeckers that really worked well for me. The corner wedge tightens and clamps the work
pieces to an accurate right angle. The material is a high strength plastic and is less likely to mark
your project than a metal clamp.

You can continue gluing up your cabinet sides and shelves
until you run out of the clamps. The manufacturer’s
illustration to the right nothwithstanding, you can make do
with as few as two clamps as they are a little pricey. They
sell a set of four for $70; I got mine on sale.
Woodpeckers is an Ohio company and they do their own
machining, engraving, assembly and packing. Their tools are
truly made in the U.S.A. I really like their drill press table - I
picked it up at a woodshow and got a nice discount. They
also make router tables and router mounting plates, router
lifts, router fences, measuring & layout tools and many useful
clamping accessories. In addition, they offer selected
products from other manufacturers like Bessey. Visit their
website and get on their email list to be notified of new
products and sales: http://www.woodpeck.com/

Lee

SHOW AND TELL

Dave Dockstader
Project: Rag Rug Looms
Wood: Poplar
Finish: none

Jeff Smith

Project: Laser Engraving
Wood: Oak, Cherry, Aromatic
Cedar, ¼” Birch plywood
Finish: Danish Oil

Doug Pfaff
Project: Segmented Turned Pen
Wood: Aromatic Cedar
Finish: Brush lacquer
Note: 11 rings w/ 16 pieces =
176 total pieces

SHOW AND TELL

Daniel Anderson
Project: Flag Cases
Wood: Oak
Finish: Danish Oil and Tung Oil

Tom Sprain
Project: Caliper Case
Wood: Cedar

Finish: Polyurethane

SHOW AND TELL

Keith Rosche
Project: Architech’s Chair
Wood: Ash
Finish: Minwax
Note: Designed from picture
in Woodshop News

Mike Madden
Project: Picture Frame
Wood: Oak
Note: Made at Ken Everett’s
class

Next FVWWC Meeting
Tuesday, August 7, 2012
7:30 pm
Sheryl Monahan
General Finishes

Period Furniture
SIG

Hand Tool
SIG

ShopSmith
SIG

TBD

August 7, 2012

TBD

This special interest
group on period
furniture usually
meets on the 3rd
Monday of odd
numbered months.
The next meeting
is yet to be
scheduled. We
will no longer be
meeting at the
Bosch Training Center and
need a new location.

Members of the Fox Valley
and the DuPage
Woodworker’s Clubs are
welcome to attend.

The Hand Tool SIG meets,
January through November, at
6:30 pm, before the regular
meeting at Bethany Lutheran
in the lower
conference
room. Anyone
interested in
the use of hand tools is
welcome to
join us for discussion of this
fascinating area of
woodworking.
We will learn by sharing the
experiences of using and
caring for traditional hand
tools.

roadbiker123@gmail.com

NEXT MEETING
TBD:
Stay tuned for
exact date and location.

Share your Shopsmith
experience with us and find
out what the rest of us have
been up to with our
machines.

Hope to see you in there!

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Lee Nye

The ShopSmith SIG meets
quarterly.

Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

Dave Dockstader
630-851-8118

sourceror@sbcglobal.net

Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month
at 7:30 pm (except this July – see
schedule).
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!

