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Meeting Review  

June 5, 2012 
 

Jason Swanson 
Turning a Pepper Mill 

 
Jason Swanson is a wood artist, instructor, 
and demonstrator who has been a Wisconsin 
resident for over 38 years. Over the years he 
has been involved in many different aspects of 
woodworking including forestry, sawmilling and 
kiln drying, lumber, cabinetmaking, gallery 
furniture making and design, and woodturning. 
Jason's work has been displayed in galleries 
and has won numerous awards. Jason 
presented the design and construction of 
pepper mills at our June FVWWC meeting. 
 
See more on Jason’s website: 
http://www.wiwoodguy.com/ 
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: Tom Sharp  
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Past President:  Ron Gilkerson  
 (630) 879-8756 

 rongilker@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President:  Mike Brady 
 mbrady25@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 

Secretary:  John Gesiakowski 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 Dcnfox127@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

           Rick Moss 

            Daniel Moss 

 

Raffles:  Gail Madden 

 Norm Musur  

 

Photographer:  Keith Rosche 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

 

Show Chairman:  Ed Schalk 

 ed_schalk@ameritech.net 

 

Toy Drive Mike & Gail Madden  

  

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Gail Madden 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

FVWWC  
Special Interest Groups 

 
Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

    

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

Period Furniture  Lee Nye 

SIG Chair:  roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

 
Silent Auction 

 
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our 
programming and awards is via the items 
donated for the silent auction table.  While 
many of us are notorious packrats, at some 
point you have to give in and clean out your 
stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood, 
and other supplies.  That way you can free up 
room to get more stuff!  So, get on the ball and 
dig through your workshop shelves, toolboxes, 
and cabinets for items someone else might 
want.  It’s a three way win – you get more 
space, the club gets some cash, and the buyer 
gets something he needs. 

 
 
 

FVWWC Website 
http://fvwwc.org 

 
Email Us: 

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 
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July 
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

July 10 
(Tues) 

6:00PM Picnic 
Hot Dogs and Drinks 

July 10 7:00PM Hands-On Demo 

July 10 
 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

July 18 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

August 
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

Aug 7 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Aug 7 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

Aug 15 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 
414 S. Schmale Rd. 

May 1, 2012 
FVWWC General Meeting 

Presentation 
 
 

 
 

July 10, 2012 
FVWWC General Meeting  

Presentation 

 
Model Trains 

by 
Bob Myers 

 
I have been wood working for about 22 years. 
My primary field of interest is scroll sawing. I 
have been making scale model trains for about 
20 years now. I bought a pattern for the first 
train I made. It was a steam locomotive and 
coal tender. Before I completed making the 
train according to the plans, I started designing 
plans for a passenger car to go with my 
locomotive. Since then, I have been designing 
my own plans of real trains, then, making them 
out of wood. I also am always looking for new 
uses for the scroll saw. These include making 
“woven baskets” and coin cutting. I am very 
anxious to talk about my trains with your 
group. 

 

 
 
 

 
Remember, the July meeting will also be our 

picnic. Starting around 6 pm we will be serving 
hot dogs and drinks for the group. Please stop 

by early and hang out with your fellow 
members. 

 
HANDS-ON DEMOS 

 
Starting at the July meeting, we will have an 
interactive demonstration area set up in the 
meeting room from 7:00 to 7:30 featuring a 
volunteer from our membership.  The mini-
seminar will give you an opportunity to see a 
useful woodworking skill performed and a 
chance to try the skill.  The first of these will be 
from our Hand Tool SIG, and will feature 
preparation and use of the bench plane and 
shooting of perfect miters using a shooting 
board.  Check the newsletter before the 
meeting and come prepared with questions for 
the presenter. Demos will take place in the 

area where Howard’s Corner is usually 

located; alternating months with Howard’s 
reviews of new tools. Volunteer demonstrators 
are scheduled for July, September, and 
November meetings, and will continue into the 
2013 schedule. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 

  

 

Picture Framing Class Report 
 

Six FVWWC members took the picture framing class taught by Ken Everett.  I took the class and 
framed a family heirloom painting.  It was a good class and we will have more sessions in the 
future. 
 
If you have a picture that needs framing, Ken Everett will be available before our meetings to 
meet with you.  He can advise what you might consider before starting the project.  If you would 
like to discuss a framing or matting issue with him please let us know at the next meeting. 
 
Ron Gilkerson 



 

 
 
  

 

 

 
 

 
Raffle Winners: 
 Dave Freeman 100 Piece Screwdriver Set 
 Sherm Taylor  Irwin Quick Grip clamps, set of 4   

Dave Freeman Irwin Micro quick grip clamps, set of 2 
Ed Schalk  Pen turning blank 
Doug Pfaff  Dust masks & wood glue  

  

Silent Auction Winners: 
 Sherm Taylor FVWWC monogrammed shirt 
    Craftsman Dado blade 
    Motor and sanding belts 
 Tom Sprain  Tongue and groove joint blades   
 
 

 

 

IWF Tool Show 
 

The big IWF tool show will be held in Atlanta, GA, August 22-25.    I would love to ride shotgun 
with someone to the show. Ninety per-cent of the 750 exhibitors will be showing stuff way beyond 
our means but will be fun to look at.  The other 10 percent will have stuff that most of us would 
love to have, and they also give out free samples of nice stuff.  They show good stuff for small 
shops like ours.  Howard van Valzah 
 
(If you are planning to drive to the show and would like company on the way, let us know.  We will 
post your contact info so other club members can connect with you.) 
 



 

 
 

President’s Sawdust 
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 

The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully 

always entertaining. 

 

The Math of Woodworking 

As some of you know, I now have a new job working as a trainer with Siemens.  As part of my own training, I’m learning 

the software associated with controlling air handlers for commercial buildings.  A portion of this training is tied to the 

mathematics of determining the volume of how much recirculating air can be used with fresh air based on carbon 

dioxide, occupancy influences, blah, blah, blah.  I won’t bore you with the details.  

 In-between calculating duct sizes for gym size rooms and how much Co2 20 people produce , I’ve been pondering the 

math that could be used in woodworking, more specifically, the higher more complex math of woodworking.  Figuring 

out the golden mean for drawer sizes or the angles for a quadrahexahedral mirror is easy.  I’m talking about heavy stuff.  

For example, what is the real calculation for deciding whether or not to make that large maple jewelry box for your wife.  

This calculation is actually easier than you think:   

(X+Y+Z) –(T+E+S)  = go/no go where XYZ > TES    

X=surprising wife in a good way           T =time to make  

y = equalizing nice father’s day present           E=extra expense of maple wood 

z = filling space in bedroom           S= sore thumb from heavy maple board falling from rack  

Obviously, there is no reason to complete the equation.  It’s easy to see that in this calculation the big numbers fall with 

the X’s and Y’s and there is little emphasis placed on T’s and E’s, much less the lowly S.  This is considered a fixed 

calculation. This will certainly be a “GO”.  

One formula that may come in handy is the calculation that determines whether you should go ahead and buy that new 

Lie Nielsen plane, Milwaukee sander, or new Grizzly jointer.  The calculation is: 

        X2  

    __C___  < $$ 

        R 

X= better quality work   R=Wrath of wife 

C= paying mortgage                 $$= Purchase 

The big game changer here is the lower most denominator or variable R.  When you appropriately factor in the 

“largesse” of that quotient you quickly realize how much emphasis it has on the calculation.  No matter how much 

better the work, or how little it will affect the mortgage payment, the ” W of  W” or R will negate everything else.  For 

this calculation, you will never show the math in favor of the purchase.   

Fortunately, we don’t have to live “by the numbers” and can make choices according to other influences.  Sometimes it’s 

better not to be so logical and live life without the math.    

 

  



 

 
 

DuPage Woodworkers Club Annual Auction 
 
Our friends in the DuPage Woodworkers Club are having their annual auction on Saturday, July 28.  
The auction starts promptly at 9 am and everyone is invited. Setup will begin at 8 am. Even if you 
aren’t selling, you may want to be there early to look through the items for sale.  If you are just 
starting out in woodworking or are a tool junkie, this is the event for you.  There are bargains galore! 
Sell your surplus woodworking items and return home with even more!  Past auctions have lasted for 
3 to 4 hours with a vast array of tools on sale, so bring sufficient cash and patience.   
 
Procedures:   

1. Each auction participant will be assigned a number upon arrival.  Numbers will start 1, 2, 3… 
with DPWWC being assigned number 1.  The auctioneer will be assigned number 2.  (Non-
DPWW club members will not be assigned consecutive numbers; i.e., leave a space for a club 
member on the sign-up sheet.)  A bidding card with that number will be given to the participant.  
Each item brought for sale will be labeled with the seller’s corresponding number and placed 
on the auction table in that order.   

2. Selling will begin with number 1 and proceed in numerical order.  Up to twelve of seller’s items 
will be sold before moving to the next seller.  The auctioneer will move from one seller to the 
next until all sellers have completed one round of sales.  The auctioneer will then start round 
two in the same order.  This process will continue until all items are sold.  Sellers are 
responsible for prioritizing their goods.   

3. Every participant with a number, even non-buyers, must stop at the bookkeeper table when 
leaving the auction to make sure that no item was erroneously entered for that “buyer”.   

4. At the end of the auction, buyers will present their number to the bookkeeper, who will retrieve 
the buyer slips and ask the buyer to verify the purchases.  To facilitate this it is strongly 
recommended the buyer enter the items as they are purchased on the back of the bidder card.  
The buyer will pay in cash the amount due.  (Personal checks of members will be accepted but 
are discouraged.  NO credit cards.)  

 
Rules: 

•Items must be of a woodworking nature. 
•No side sales will be allowed.  Items brought to the sale will be auctioned. 
•All items are guaranteed by the seller to be in working order unless specified, “As is.” 
•Sellers have the right to bid on their items to protect the selling price. 
•No large quantities of lumber. (Stock must be reduced in size so one person can carry it.) 
•Cash is the method of payment. 
•Auctioneer, for the purpose of expediting the sale, may group low value items. 
•Items will be sold in the order of registration.  
•A 10% selling fee will be charged on items sold for non-DuPage Woodworking Club members 
(rounded to the nearest dollar.) 
•Once an item is sold, the buyer is responsible for that item. 
•All buyers and sellers must register and have a buyer’s number to participate. 
•If a seller must leave before the auction ends, the club will issue a check for the seller’s 
proceeds. 
•At the end of the auction it is the responsibility of each seller to remove all of his or her unsold 
items. 
•This is meant to be a fun event. Common sense will prevail. 

 
Location of auction on next page 



 

 
 
 
 

DPWWC AUCTION LOCATION 
 

 
Limited parking is available in the East lot off Park Blvd.  Additional parking is available in the 

South lot off 22nd St.  Enter the building through Door “D” located on the East side. 

 

  
Sycamore Steam Show and Threshing Bee 

Admission $6.00 

 

The Fox Valley Wood Workers Club is planning a trip to the steam show on 
Friday, August 10 from 9:00am until lunch at noon. 
 
We will see a steam powered saw mill cutting logs, a shingle maker making 
singles, lots of hand tools for sale, threshing of wheat and corn using steam 
powered locomotives, tour of the antique tractors and lunch at Fay’s BBQ. 
 
We will car pool if possible or meet at the Steam show ground box office at 
8:45.  Bring cash to cover cost of entrance and lunch (on your own). 
 
You may sign up for the event at the July meeting or call Ron Gilkerson, 630-
879-8756 or email, rongilker@hotmail.com . 
 
Email, www.threshingbee.org, for more information and a map to the show at 
27707 Lukens Road in Sycamore, IL 60178, phone 815-893-9388 
 
p.s. – We choose the Friday date to avoid the massive crowds that come on the 
weekends.  
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I have been traveling a lot over the past several months and have not been able to spend much time 
in my woodshop.  A lot of this travel is to visit family, including my daughter in New Hampshire and 
my 2 year old granddaughter and 7 month old grandson.  These visits often give me opportunities to 
help with their home repair chores as I have written before.  In fact there was some more Doberman 
puppy chewing damage which needed my attention on this last visit.  While I hope my grandson will 
be interested in tools and woodworking, it is my cute little granddaughter Emery who seems to have 
the “Knack”.  She has a kids tool box with plastic tools and follows me around the house to “help” me 
with my work – in fact she gets upset if I do something without her!  During a recent visit back here, I 
took Emery to the DuPage Children’s Museum.   She enjoyed the museum very much but was 
unhappy when she was not able to use the real tools in the hands-on workshop area.  I am wondering 
how I can encourage her and my other grandchildren to learn some basic woodworking skills before 
they get totally captivated by TV and video games.  This leads me to the point of this blurb:  how do 
we woodworkers pass on our skills and passion for the hobby / vocation to young people?  
 
One way is take the time to introduce your kids and grandkids to tools and projects in your shop that 
they can safely do.  Some of you may know young Will Richards, a member of the DuPage 
Woodworkers club.  He has become quite proficient and productive with the scroll saw and usually 
has a project to show at every meeting.  His grandfather is a life-long woodworker and he introduced 
Will to the scroll saw when he was 9 years old.  Later on, the grandfather gave Will a scroll saw of his 
own.   
 
Many of us have similar stories.  My grandfather owned a lumber yard and became the neighborhood 
fix-it man after he retired.  I too, tagged along after him on his rounds, fixing doors, roofs, windows, 
whatever and learned a lot as a result.  He used hand tools exclusively and I still have some of his 
planes and a handsaw which I managed to talk him out of.  Visits to grandpa’s house always involved 
a look at what he was making or fixing in his shop.   
 
My first scroll saw (and my first power tool, I think) was donated to me as a teenager by a neighbor.  
He was a postman, but also a very skilled woodworker with a basement shop that I loved to visit.  He 
took the time to encourage me and gave me this massive old Boise-Crane scroll saw which took 2 
men and a boy to move to my basement!   
 
While formal programs for kids that our club or other groups could offer might be beneficial, I think the 
best method is personal mentoring of the kids we know and come into contact with.  Be generous 
with your time and maybe give them a hand plane or your old scroll saw!   
 

Lee 
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Period Furniture 

SIG 
TBD 

 
This special interest 
group on period 
furniture usually 
meets on the 3rd 
Monday of odd 
numbered months.   
 
The next meeting 
is yet to be 
scheduled.  We  
will no longer be 
meeting at the 

Bosch Training Center and 
need a new location.    
 
 
 
Members of the Fox Valley 
and the DuPage 
Woodworker’s Clubs are 
welcome to attend. 

 

Lee Nye 
roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 
Hand Tool  

SIG 
July 10, 2012 

 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30 pm, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran 
in the lower 
conference 
room. Anyone  
interested in 
the use of hand tools is 
welcome to  
join us for discussion of this 
fascinating area of 
woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the 
experiences of using and 
caring for traditional hand 
tools. 
 
Hope to see you in there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 
 

 
ShopSmith  

SIG 
TBD 

 
The ShopSmith SIG meets 
quarterly.   
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
TBD:  
 
Stay tuned for 
exact date and location. 
 
 
Share your Shopsmith 
experience with us and find 
out what the rest of us have 
been up to with our 
machines. 
 

 
 
 
Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 

sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 
Next FVWWC Meeting 
Tuesday, July 10, 2012 

7:30 pm  
 

Bob Myers 
Model Trains  
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month 
at 7:30 pm (except this July – see 
schedule). 
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 


