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Hands-On Demo
If you have a technique to
demonstrate, please contact Mike
Brady, at 630-879-6051.
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What in the world is a MDF Rose-Engine
Ornamental Lathe? Come to the June 3 meeting
and find out, or if you are impatient, google “rose
engine ornamental lathe” and get a preview. If you
are so inclined, a rose engine lathe can be shop built
out of MDF and some machined metal parts. It can
produce some amazing carvings like complex
rosettes, knobs, and even square boxes. Even if you
don’t want one of these lathes, the mechanically
curious will be interested in seeing how it works –
very intriguing.

Have you been looking for ways to get more
involved in the Fox Valley Woodworking Club?
Perhaps you have some ideas for meeting
programs, planning field trips, workshops, shop
tours, or improving the club website. We currently
have openings for Webmaster / Communications
director (a board position) and Shop Tour
Organizer. In addition, Dave Burk would appreciate
your suggestions for programs and speakers. Mike
Brady is always looking for volunteers and topics for
the hands-on demos. Lee Nye needs someone to
fill-in as photographer when he is absent (or even
better, full-time). You can help the club move
forward by getting involved.
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Calendar of Events

Marquetry and Veneer
Larry Ciesla

June 2014
Date
June 3
(Tues)
June 3
(Tues)
June 18
(Wed)

Time
6:30PM
7:30PM
9:00AM

May 6, 2014 Program Review

Event
Hand Tool SIG
ShopSmith SIG
FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

July 2014
Date
July 1
(Tues)
July 1

Time
6:30PM

Event
Hot Dog Grill Night

6:30PM

July 1

6:30PM

Hand Tool SIG
Scrollsaw SIG
Hands On Demo

July 1
(Tues)
July 1

7:30PM

July 16
(Wed)

9:00AM

FVWWC General
Meeting
Live Auction in
General Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

Many thanks to Larry Ciesla for an excellent
professional presentation of the marquetry
process. He truly does amazing work and
took the risk of doing a small project demo
before our rowdy audience. I think his
program may have encouraged some of us to
try our hand at this art.
l
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FVWWC Officers & Staff
President:

Past President:

John Gesiakowski
president@fvwwc.org
Tom Sharp
thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net

Vice President:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff
dhpfaff@gmail.com

Secretary:

Ed Schalk
secretary@fvwwc.org

Program Committee:

Dave Burk
Krub411@yahoo.com

Shop Tour Organizer:

open

Membership:

Steve Fox

Shopsmith
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Scrollsaw
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Hand Tool SIG
Chairmen:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net
Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

FVWWC Website
http://fvwwc.org
Email Us:

dcnfox127@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:

FVWWC
Special Interest Groups

Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

woodworkers@fvwwc.org
Silent Auction

Director of Communication /
Webmaster:
open
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Resources Chair:

Dave Dockstader
resources@fvwwc.org

Raffles:

Gail Madden
Norm Musur

Photographer:

open

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

Show Chairman:

Keith Rosche

Member-at-Large:

Mike Madden

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

Host:

Gail Madden

Greeter:

Dave Burk
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One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our
programming and awards is via the items
donated for the silent auction table. While
many of us are notorious packrats, at some
point you have to give in and clean out your
stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood,
and other supplies. That way you can free up
room to get more stuff! So, get on the ball
and dig through your workshop shelves,
toolboxes, and cabinets for items someone
else might want. It’s a three way win – you
get more space, the club gets some cash,
and the buyer gets something he needs.
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Our Lie-Nielson Jack Plane raffle ended at the May meeting. The lucky
winner was Mike Madden. If you need to borrow a good hand plane call
Mike!

The next big raffle is ongoing. It is for a set (2) of Veritas rip
and crosscut tenon saws. These are classic fine joinery saws
valued at $250.00. Tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10. All
members are eligible to win except Mike Madden .
Silent Auction items won:
Wood – Ed Schalk
Turning Blanks – James Nellis
Bench Vise – Dan Jarodsky
Router Signer – Dan Jarodsky
Black and Decker Bench Top – Sherm T.
Cutsaw – Sherm T.
Sandpaper – Jeff Smith
Norm Musur and Gail Madden – Raffles and Silent Auction

The Library Cabinet Weight-loss Program continues at the June meeting. The last of the Fine
Woodworking issues go on sale this month. Single issues sell for 50¢ each. Come grab some
real bargains in Fine Woodworking classic issues.
Dave Dockstader, Resources Chair
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Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

At last month’s meeting I brought this table/lamp to show but could not demonstrate it very well
because I didn't have it quite finished. Now it is complete and installed at our daughter's home in
Troy, MI. My wife Milly and I are sitting in the two overstuffed chairs which had very poor lighting
before this table arrived. Now the lighting is perfect. The LED bulbs put out a ton of light which is
cool so it will not discolor the veneer shades, and they last for 126,000 hours. We also delivered
the cherrywood coffee table that I showed in March.

To take a virtual tour of Howard’s woodshop, check out his article "Make Your Shop a Man
Cave" posted on our website: http://www.fvwwc.org/fvww/Plans/HowardsShop.pdf
2012
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Editor’s Woodfiller
Plane Setup Demo
The Rock River Chapter of the Society of American Period Furniture Makers (SAPFM) met on
April 26 at the Woodridge Woodcraft store. (The meeting notice was in the March newsletter.)
While not a large group, many of the attendees are also members of FVWWC and DuPage WWC
and others traveled from as far away as La Crosse, WI. We had a great time sharing our
projects and techniques – this is a very knowledgeable group that readily shares their expertise
and opinions on woodworking. And, we had time to get into some good discussions. Most of the
attendees would be considered “seasoned” woodworkers – at least based on age if not
experience.
One of the program topics was a demo on handplane setup and
material prep by Tom McMahon. Tom is not only a “seasoned”
woodworker but a professional experienced in using his handtools
daily over more than 30 years. Consequently, I paid close attention
to his demo and thought provoking opinions on sharpening and
plane setup. Here are a few of his views that challenged my
handplane methods. One of the first things he covered that got my
attention was sharpening with oilstones. Tom said he has tried
many sharpening systems – starting early on with oilstones, then
later moving to diamond plates, sandpaper, and waterstones. In his opinion, fine results can be
achieved with any of these methods when used properly. But, after years of waterstone use, he
has returned to oilstones and leather strops. Quite simply, they far outlast water stones and are
cheaper to use than all others; even diamond plates will wear out. In daily use, he just plain wore
the other materials out too quickly and the continual need to flatten waterstones can be a pain. I
suppose most of us hobbyists wouldn’t notice this as our sharpening sessions are not as frequent
as his. Nevertheless, I may dig out my old oilstones and give them a try again.
The next topic that got my attention was his criticism of the new design chipbreakers on high end
bench planes like Lie Nielsen, Veritas, and others. The photos below illustrate the difference he
was referring to – the old Stanley / Record style chipbreaker on the left and newfangled bevel
style on the right.

2012
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Plane Setup Demo (Cont’d)
Tom sees better results from the old style chipbreaker setup than a similar plane with the beveled
chipbreaker. Both chipbreakers are positioned very close to the blade edge, but he says the old
style chipbreaker lends itself more to a cutting action with the chipbreaker pushing the shavings
upward. He said the bevel style tends more to a splitting action (or at least doesn’t inhibit it). His
solution for the bevel style chipbreaker is to grind it to a slightly blunt edge instead of the sharp
edge that came from the factory.
I suspect some of you hand tool mavens will have different views on this idea. I did some brief
research on-line and did not see this topic addressed directly. Chris Schwartz and others had a
lot to say about positioning of the chipbreaker and position of the blade in the plane throat. One
link led me to Bob Cosman’s website and his advocacy of an IBC Pinnacle Blade-Chipbreaker
matched set that can turn an old Stanley or Record plane into a premium plane. His set uses a
beveled style chipbreaker like Lie Nielsen and the others. His You Tube videos show him
modifying a clunky old Stanley, tossing out the old style chipbreaker and blade and replacing them
with his new set. After a little cleanup work on the throat to fit the thicker blade, he blissfully skims
long thin shavings just like a premium plane. The blade set does look to be a superior product
and the idea of making an old plane into a premium performer certainly appeals to me. Hand tool
expert David Charlesworth gives the IBC Pinnacle product a rave review as a Stanley retrofit. But
in fairness, replacing the old thin original Stanley blade with a top quality modern blade has to be
the main improvement – it doesn’t necessarily validate the new chipbreaker design as superior. It
sure looks good, though.
So, I am not quite ready to grind away the sharp chipbreaker bevel on my No. 3 plane. However,
when I removed the blade to take the photo above, there were wood shavings wedged between
the chipbreaker and the blade. That would seem to indicate a splitting action and ineffective
chipbreaking. But first, I will reflatten the chipbreaker and make sure it is absolutely tight and true
to the blade. If I see continued evidence of “splitting”, I’ll try Tom’s solution.
My apologies in advance to Tom McMahon if I haven’t represented his views fully. I thoroughly
enjoyed his demo and appreciate his sharing it at our meeting. Hopefully, you will find it
interesting too.

Lee

2012
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FVWWC Vendor Discount List
How do I opt into the Vendor Discount list?
FVWWC has arrangements with several woodworking vendors such as Woodcraft, Rockler, Klingspor,
Hartville Tools and others. You will see them listed on the right column of the various webpages on our
site. Several of them require that we provide them with a listing of our current members to authenticate
membership when you place an order.
You must opt in to be included in this list and FVWWC suggests you check your status. Follow the steps
below to check if you are enrolled or not; also it goes over the steps to change your status.
1. Sign into the website at http://www.fvwwc.org.
2. Once signed on, look on the left menu and select “My Account.

3. Once you select ‘My Account’, your account information is displayed:

4. To be included in the list to get the FVWWC discount, check the “Allow For Vendors”, uncheck the
checkbox if you wish to opt out.
The following are vendors who provide members in good standing a discount.
Woodcraft in
Woodridge
Rockler in Schaumburg
Klingspor’s
Woodworking Shop
L & R Collectibles

Hartville Tool
2012

Present your membership card to receive 10 % off on all nonpowered tools.
Present your membership card to receive a 10% discount on regular
priced merchandise, excluding power tools and gift cards.
Go to their website and create a user-id or mention you are a
member of FVWWC when you call to place your order.
http://www.woodworkingshop.com/
Go to their website and create a user-id or mention you are a
member of FVWWC when you call to place your order.
http://stores.ebay.com/L-and-R-Collectibles-and-Crafts
10% off http://www.hartvilletool.com/
FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041
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SHOW ‘N TELL WOOD EXPO

Photos courtesy of Whit Anderson
and Ed Schalk

2012
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SHOW AND TELL
(May 5, 2014)
Arnie Bandstra
Project: Tool Tote
Wood: White Oak
Finish: Boiled Linseed Oil

Arnie Bandstra
Project: Shaker Side Table
Wood: Cherry
Finish: Antique Cherry water-based
stain, shellac, wipe-on poly on top

Arnie Bandstra
Project: Memorial Plaque
Wood: Catalpa & Mahogany
Finish: Boiled Linseed Oil

2012
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SHOW AND TELL
(May 5, 2014)

Ed Schalk
Project: Carving – Saint Fiacre
Wood: Walnut
Finish: Danish Oil

Richard Russel
Project: Handplane Iron
Adjustment Hammer
Wood: Pine
Head: Brass - Nylon
Finish: Minwax Water-based
Rosewood, Varathane Waterbased Polyurethane Satin

2012
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SHOW AND TELL
(May 5, 2014)

Paul Dehnert
Project: Doll House Furniture
Finish: Clear Gloss Poly

Joe O’Malley
Project: Bowl – Spalted Maple
Open Vessel - Pear
Finish: Deft Lacquer
Wood: from storm damaged trees
in the neighborhood

Cory Hauser
Project: Doll House Pergola Swing
Wood: Poplar
Note: For American Doll

2012
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Time for another Live Auction
As promised, FVWWC will hold a live auction at the General Meeting on July 1rd. Tom Sharp will be the
auctioneer and that alone is worth the cost of a yearly membership to FVWWC. Remember you must be a
member in good standing to participate in the auction. Sale of all items will be final, and must be paid in
full by cash, check and credit card using SQUARE for amounts $50 and higher. You must also take the
items with at the end of the auction/meeting. If you have any item you no longer need or want and they
are in workable condition and you would like to donate it to FVWWC for the auction, please contact me @
President@FVWWC.ORG or (630)886-3230.

Items for the next live auction
1

Craftsman 1”x30” 5”dia.
Sander/Grinder Model#: 35122676.

2

Sheffield No. 10TS2 Hand Saw,
8tpi

3

Easy Time Heat gun, model 46018. Made in Glen Ellyn, IL.
went out of business ~2000.

4

Zyliss Swiss Vise and
attachments. Similar have sold
on eBay for $45 to $65.

2012
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Items for the next live auction

5

Sanding discs and belts fits
sander/grinder above.

6

Craftsman Jig saw model 315172110

7

Hand brace, has Lesota stamped
on bit. Sold by Craftsman

8

Tool Shop Lathe. Sold by
Menards and sold as General
Machine at Harbor Freight.
Approx. $140 new with coupon.

9

Delta 37-190 Delta Model 37190 is a Deluxe 6" Jointer with
designed cutting capacity of 6"
(152mm) width, 1/2" (13mm)
depth and rabbeting 1/2" x 6"
(13 x 152mm). Unit includes;
heavy-duty 3/4 hp, 120/240 volt
induction-type motor, stand,
dust chute, center-mounted
fence, three-knife cutter head,
cutter head guard. One sold for
$175 on 4/19/2014 on eBay.

2012
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FVWWC ShopSmith SIG
The ShopSmith SIG will next meet June 3rd at 6:30 in Room M111 of the
Ministry Center. We’ll talk about sanding disks and how to work with
them. If you own or are interested in learning about the ShopSmith,
please stop in. Join us and share your ShopSmith experience and find
out what the rest of us have been up to with our machines. Dave
Dockstader

Hand Tool SIG
June 3, 2014
The Hand Tool SIG meets, January through
November, at 6:30 pm, before
the regular meeting at Bethany
Lutheran in the lower conference
room. Anyone interested in the
use of hand tools is welcome to
join us for discussion of this fascinating area of
woodworking.
We will learn by sharing the experiences of using
and caring for traditional hand tools.

Scroll Saw SIG
July 1, 2014
The Scroll Saw SIG will not
meet this month but will meet
Tuesday, July 1st at 6:30 prior
to the club meeting in Room
M111 of the Ministry Center.
At that time we’ll be talking
about the basics of following lines, cutting
curves and corners, and planning your cuts for
success. Bring any problems or issues and we
will talk about how to resolve them.

Hope to see you there!

Dave Dockstader

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Mike Bridger

630-851-8118

sourceror@sbcglobal.net

bridger.mike@gmail.com

2012
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!
FVWWC Website http://www.fvwwc.org

Next Meeting – June 3, 2014
7:30 pm
Program Topic:
Paul Pyrcik
Ornamental Turning
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