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of assorted types seat weaving.
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Hands-On Demo
The next Hands-On Demo is at the
June 4 meeting, but we still need more
demonstrators. Have a favorite
technique, tool or jig you would like to
share with members? These demos
needn’t be anything elaborate – just
something of interest to woodworkers.
Volunteers should contact Mike Brady,
at 630-879-6051.
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Calendar of Events
May 2013
Date
May 7
(Tues)
May 7
(Tues)
May 15
(Wed)

Time
6:30PM

Event
Hand Tool SIG

7:30PM

FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

9:00AM

Carole Floate
WOOD MARBLING

June 2013
Date
June 4
(Tues)
June 4
(Tues)
June 4
(Tues)
June 19
(Wed)

Time
6:30PM

Event
Hand Tool SIG

7:00PM

Hands On Demo

7:30PM

FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple
Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

9:00AM

April 2, 2013 Program Review
Carole Floate – Wood Marbling
Carole embellishes her sculptured pieces by
carving, stippling, marbling, and painting.
Marbling is what led her into more sculptured
pieces. She learned to manipulate the colors in
ways that enhanced the wood. A lot of her
pieces start out painted with a dark or black
background that is a canvas for the marbling.
Thank you Carole for taking the time to
introduce FVWWC to the possibilities that wood
marbling might bring to our projects.
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FVWWC Officers & Staff
President:

Past President:

John Gesiakowski
president@fvwwc.org
Tom Sharp

FVWWC
Special Interest Groups
Shopsmith
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Hand Tool SIG
Chairmen:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net
Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net

Vice President:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff
dhpfaff@gmail.com

Secretary:

Ed Schalk
secretary@fvwwc.org

Program Committee:

Dave Burk
Krub411@yahoo.com

Shop Tour Organizer:

Norm Musur

Membership:

Steve Fox

Email Us:

dcnfox127@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:

FVWWC Website
http://fvwwc.org
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

Director of Communication /
Webmaster:
Mark Dreyer
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Resources Chair:

Dave Dockstader

HELP WANTED

resources@fvwwc.org

Raffles:

Gail Madden
Norm Musur

Photographer:

open

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

Show Chairman:

open

Toy Drive

Mike & Gail Madden

Member-at-Large:

Mike Madden

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

Host:

Gail Madden

Greeter:

Dave Burk

2012

FVWWC has an opening for Show Chairman
and Photographer in 2013. If you are
interested, contact John Gesiakowski.
Also, if you are interested in another
committee or board position that is currently
filled, consider volunteering as a backup.
Learn the ropes from the current committee
chair and be available to sub when the
person is absent. For example, the
newsletter editor needs a sub to cover the
meetings he is unable to attend. This would
involve taking notes on the program, getting
show and tell project sheets, raffle results,
and taking some photos. Contact the
newsletter editor if you are interested.
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SHOP TOURS
Would you like to show off your workshop to a few of your fellow club members? I'm
looking for volunteers who would be willing to have 15 to 20 FVWWC members come to
your home on a Saturday morning to take a look at how you do woodworking (spouses
invited). You could show us your equipment and answer questions about how you use it
and your likes or dislikes about it. You could show us any finished projects you have and
answer questions about the material or process you used in building it. Shop layout,
lighting or dust collection are all topics for discussion. We could all learn from seeing "how
the other guy does it". And I'm sure you would get at least one, maybe two opinions on
your layout (sarcasm) !
How do you set it up? Contact me (info below). We will set up a date agreeable to you on
a Saturday morning. We usually start at 9am and finish about 11 or 11:30. After that,
those who want to can get together for lunch at a local restaurant in your area for
discussion about woodworking and how to solve the world's problems (sarcasm, again).

Norm Musur 630 584-8669

Raffle Winners:
Bernie Kotera Irwin saw blade
Doug Pfaff
Tool Shop hammer
Tom O'Malley Storage rack
Bud Light
Dremel Multi-Max
Sherm Taylor Tool Shop hammer
Silent Auction:
Steve Fox
woodworking plans & box of sanding belts
Bud Light
box of sanding belts
Rich Russell
coping saw

2012
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Library
Notes
What Are All Those Books About?
For those of you who haven’t availed yourself of the library, there may be a significant benefit of your
membership that you are overlooking. The club has over 400 books on a wide variety of
woodworking topics. Here’s the breakdown:
Categories
Band Saw
Bird Houses
Cabinetmaking
Carving
Chests
Clocks
Desks, Tables, and Chairs
Drill Press
Finish Carpentry
Finishing
Framing
Furniture Restoration
Hand Tools
Intarsia
Joinery
Kids Furniture
Musical Instruments
Period Furniture
Power Tools
Projects - General
Projects - Outdoor
Pyrography
Radial Arm Saw
Renovation
Router / Shaper
Scroll Saw
Scroll Saw Patterns
Shelves & Bookcases
Small Boxes
Storage
Table Saw
Tips and Techniques
Toys
Veneering, Marquetry and Inlay
Wood & Woodworking
Wood Turning
Workshops

Number
of Books
4
5
22
34
3
2
4
2
4
11
6
7
15
10
11
1
3
26
7
43
20
2
2
8
16
2
13
7
4
20
6
37
33
5
22
2
26

Check them out!
2012
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Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

Last month I reported on an invention for a table clamp that did not prove to
work as well as I thought it would. I used my clamp device and found a
basic weakness that makes it not the equal of the Festool clamps. Festool
has an extended arm under the table that makes the clamp close on the
same location. Since mine doesn't do that it tends to pull the work into the
clamp and thereby making an unsquare connection which is not good. The
idea looked real good on paper but failed the flight test.
While the Harbor Freight clamp I modified did not work satisfactorily as I
reported, I now have found that the clamp itself had the right ingredients for
use on a Festool bench, or any bench with a 3/4" hole in the top. The
clamp itself has the fixed part of the clamp easily detachable in order to
make it an expanding / spreading clamp. To use that clamp in a Festool
bench simply remove the fixed end of the clamp, put the bare end of the clamp in the hole, and reach
underneath and re-attach the fixed end. Now the clamp works very easily to compress a workpiece
to the table top. To keep the clamp from dropping down in the hole just lean it to one side and it stays
open for the next job. Of course it takes a little bit longer to move the clamp to different locations, but
it really saves time in the clamping process.
Now I would like to call your attention to an article in National Geographic about Mahogany sourcing
in Peru where there is no legal enforcement of no-cutting laws. Taking out the trees is about the only
source of income for the natives so they overlook the fact that the trees are responsible for most of
their natural living. And much of the time they do not get paid for the trees taken out because they
cannot prove ownership of them. It's a very sad situation. It is important to us because most of the
mahogany taken out gets shipped to the US, that's us. I have a few mahogany boards in my wood
inventory, and would like to find a few more which might be enough to build something decent with it.
A few years back I was able to buy several mahogany rejects from a carpenters' level manufacturer. I
have used just a bit of it for large handles and found it to be just a wonderful wood to work with no
knots, straight grain, and rich color. It machines like it was made of cold butter. After reading this
article I have decided I will not buy any mahogany from a dealer unless I'm convinced that it came
from a source which is sustainable. I would encourage you to do the same. But I would buy some
from an estate sale or a private party who has had the wood from the time it was legal.
My latest project is building an eight foot long exterior bench for use at our church. I spent several
weeks last year rebuilding the garden in front of our church and now I want to have a nice wooden
bench for people to sit down on and watch all the nice bulbs we planted show off beautiful flowers. It
is in the final phase of finishing the components before final assembly so there is not much to
photograph.

2012
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(AKA Dave Dockstader)
Here we are again with another band saw saving. I go to the dentist every six months like clockwork.
One advantage of regular maintenance is that I haven’t had a cavity in years. My dentist says it’s
because I use an electric toothbrush and is always complementing me on my oral hygiene. I tell him
it’s because I don’t use hand tools (Sorry, Mike Brady, I couldn’t resist).
What does this have to do with band saws? Well, even though he knows I have an electric
toothbrush, he still insists on handing me a bag with some dental floss, some little tube of weird
toothpaste that I’ll never use and a toothbrush. Granted, the toothbrushes have his name and phone
number printed on them, but I know who he is after 14 years and I don’t use hand tools! So what do I
do with an overflowing inventory of toothbrushes? I used to use them for glue spreaders, but for the
past several years they have these wavy bristle tops, so they don’t spread glue evenly any more.
But I do have a problem with saw dust clinging to the rubber tires on my band saw wheels. If you
watch the Mark Duginske “Mastering Your Band Saw” DVD from the library, he shows how the saw
dust build up can shorten the life of the tires and the blade. Mark drills a hole in his lower blade cover
and screws a wooden brush to it so it wipes the saw dust off the wheel. Mark has a MUCH larger
band saw than I do.
I wasn’t ready to start drilling holes in the band saw frame,
but I thought I might find a place to mount a toothbrush
inside the lower section near the wheel. The band saw
looks pretty normal with the two knobs that spin right off,
fall on the floor and roll to the most inaccessible place in
the shop. I did add a dust collection port at the bottom of
the cover to suck the dust out from around the wheel.
(Note how effective that was!)

2012
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At any rate, it occurred to me that I could somehow mount a
toothbrush in the upper left corner just past where the blade
left the wheel. So I grabbed a piece of 2X4 about 3 inches
long and proceeded to cut it down with the band saw to fit into
that corner. That process is not intuitively obvious. I first took
a piece of cardboard, about the thickness of an old college
notebook cover (you know, the kind your mother bought for
you that you used to doodle in while you were pretending to
take notes). In this case, it happened to be exactly an old
college notebook cover. I then cut it down with scissors until it
pretty closely fit into that corner and around the wheel. I then
used that as a pattern to cut the 2X4. A little sanding and it fit
perfectly. Then I took my Dremel tool and carved out a niche
to fit the toothbrush head into. Make this a tight fit, but not too
tight. You might want to replace the brush someday. Then
just cut the handle off the tooth brush and fit it into the block.
The bristles extend beyond the block about 3/8 inch.

You might be able to see in this picture that this is very effective in keeping the saw dust off the tire.
There is one slight maintenance problem that has arisen. After a year or so, I discovered that the
bristles tend to take a set, bending them in the
direction of the tire rotation. I simply pulled the
brush head, held it in some vice grips while I
heated the bristles with a heat gun for about 5
seconds, then bent them in the other direction
and they came out straight. I figure it’s good for
another year or so. The lower cover fits back in
place and holds the block firmly between the
cover and the plastic blade guide / mounting
bracket. It’s not particularly tight, but the rotation
of the wheel holds it against the top and it
doesn’t rattle or cause any other problems.
Having replaced the tires on one band saw, I’m
hoping this will delay a similar project for several
years.

2012
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While it’s not as critical, I then turned my attention to the upper
wheel. It was covered with saw dust as well and I thought I
could apply a similar solution. Same kind of cover (note the
cheap light installation) as the lower wheel. This time I chose
to put the brush on the lower left side before the blade
contacted the wheel. This seemed to provide the best place to
secure the block, cutting around the cover mounting bracket.
As you can see, it required an extra rabbet to fit into that
space, but it was pretty simple to cut. You can see the niche I
cut for the toothbrush with the Dremel tool. This was a
different brush, so it had a slightly different profile. But the
principle was the same.
Again, the block
stays in place,
held in part by
the rotation of
the wheel which
pushes it against
the side of the
enclosure.
There is one
aspect that is
different with the
upper wheel.
When I release the tension on the blade, the upper wheel
lowers onto the brush. So you have to remove the block when
you release tension or you will bend the bristles and enhance
the set they take. Not a big problem, but something you should
be aware of. Since the upper wheel doesn’t get as much saw
dust as the lower, this may be reason enough for you to forego
this piece. But I really like the way it works, so I keep it.

That about covers our cheap changes for the band saw. One last tip I can give you this month. You
may have noticed the 6” ruler attached by a magnet to the upper cover. Harbor Freight occasionally
has sales on their metal rulers for $1 or so, and I bought enough to have 1 at each machine in my
shop. I also super-glued tiny rare-earth magnets to each machine so I never have to look for a short
ruler. Undoubtedly, this is one of the BEST ideas I have ever had. Next month we’ll talk about
hanging pipe clamps.

2012
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Editor’s Woodfiller
New Tool Brag
Having spent much of April in Arizona, I have not been in my woodshop until last week. But I have
been working again on my Period Secretary Desk, dimensioning a lot of cherry. The job has been
made much easier due to my new surface planer, a Dewalt 735. This planer was an impulse buy I
made at the February Milwaukee Woodworking Show. I was not planning to purchase a new planer,
but the show price was right. So, after making a good faith effort to get spousal approval (I left her a
hasty voice mail message), I bought the planer before any negative reply could be made. The Dewalt
booth only had a dozen or so planers in stock and I was afraid they might run out any minute.
I had a 12 inch Delta planer which I have used for years with acceptable results. Yes it did typically
leave some planer ripple and snipe on the wood, but not any worse than the S2S product I get from
local hardwood dealers. Sanding eliminated the ripple okay, but I can show you some of my finished
furniture where the ripple was missed.
The Dewalt 735 has a 3 knife blade head, 2 speed
material feed system, and a built-in blower powered
dust/chip ejection system. The automatic carriage
lock is said to reduce the movement that causes
snipe and it also has a material removal gauge and
extra-large thickness scale. It has had great product
reviews in the woodworking magazines and the
customer reviews on Amazon. The most consistent
negative comment I have seen is too frequent blade
replacement. Dewalt does provide spare blades
with the new unit and I did have to replace blades
frequently in the old Delta planer. Time will tell if
blade replacement is a problem – one would expect
a 3 blade head to outlast 2 blades. The only other
con I should mention is the weight. While they call this a portable planer, it does weigh 90 pounds – a
bit more than my old Delta. Not a problem if it will stay put in your shop.
I did expect to see some improvement over the old Delta planer: finish quality (3 blade head vs 2
blades), more capacity (13 inch vs 12 inch width), and better dust/chip collection. Nevertheless, I was
astonished and delighted with the planed surface quality of the Dewalt. My first test was a piece of
1-½ inch thick rough sawn hard maple. The result was a shiny smooth ripple-free surface and
minimal snipe on the ends. Using anything less than 220 grit sand paper would degrade this finish.
Since then, I have surfaced a lot of cherry and some white oak and poplar with great results. I wish I
had bought this planer much sooner – it will save me a lot of finish sanding. If you can afford it (and
convince your spouse you really need it), I recommend you give the Dewalt 735 a serious look.

Lee

(By the way, I would like to especially thank James Machin for taking the April meeting
photos in my absence.)
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SHOW AND TELL

Howard Van Valzah
Project: Table
Wood: Redwood
Finish: 4th try – not sure what
the final finish was

Dave Dockstader
Project: Wine Stoppers
Wood: Walnut, Maple, Cherry
Finish: Boiled Linseed Oil &
Shellac

Jeff Smith
Project: CNC Boxes & Laser
Badges
Wood: Boxes – Aromatic
Cedar
Badges - Cherry
Finish: none
And Glaze
2012
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SHOW AND TELL
Jim Coonan
Project: Stools and Windsor
Chair
Wood:
Finish:

Arnie Bandstra
Project: Bucket
Wood:
Finish:

2012

FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041
http://www.fvwwc.org - woodworkers@fvwwc.org

12

SHOW AND TELL

Arnie Bandstra
Project: Shaving Horses
Wood:
Finish:

Stan Anderson
Project: ½ Scale Common
Loon
Wood: Basswood
Finish: Acrylic Sealer and
Paints

2012
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Special Interest Groups – SIGs

The Hand Tool SIG meets, January through November, at 6:30 pm, before the regular
meeting at Bethany Lutheran in the lower conference room. Anyone interested in the
use of hand tools is welcome to join us for discussion of this fascinating area of
woodworking. Hand-cut dovetails was a topic of the April meeting.

The ShopSmith SIG meets quarterly at 6:30pm before the regular meeting. The topic
of discussion at the April meeting was rebuilding your speed control. The next meeting
will be July 2.

2012
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FVWWC General Meeting
May 7, 2013
7:30 pm
Bill Morse
Seat Caning

Hand Tool
SIG
May 7, 2013
The Hand Tool SIG meets,
January through November, at
6:30 pm, before the regular
meeting at Bethany Lutheran in
the lower conference room. Anyone interested in
the use of hand tools is welcome to join us for
discussion of this fascinating area of
woodworking.

ShopSmith
SIG
July 2, 2013
The ShopSmith SIG meets
quarterly. The next meeting will
be in July.
If you own or are interested in learning about the
ShopSmith, please stop in. Join us and share
your Shopsmith experience and find out what
the rest of us have been up to with our
machines.

We will learn by sharing the experiences of using
and caring for traditional hand tools.
Hope to see you there!

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

2012

Dave Dockstader
630-851-8118

sourceror@sbcglobal.net
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!
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