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Meeting Review  

April 3, 2012 
Picture Framing 

Ken Everett 
 

Ken Everett presented picture framing from 
creating the frame as a woodworker would 
approach it - cutting accurate miters and 
joining the corners.  He also progressed from 
the finished frame to selecting the best color 
and size of mat to bring out the best qualities 
of the artwork.  The final step he showed how 
to cut the mat, glass, and install the hanging 
hardware so that the final result will be both 
attractive, long-lasting, and protective of the 
framed art or object.  Personal "Pros & Cons" 
of equipment and supplies gathered and used 
over the past 30 years were offered, along with 
sources available. 
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: Tom Sharp  
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Past President:  Ron Gilkerson  
 (630) 879-8756 

 rongilker@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President:  Mike Brady 
 mbrady25@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 

Secretary:  John Gesiakowski 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 Dcnfox127@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

           Rick Moss 

            Daniel Moss 

 

Raffles:  Gail Madden 

 Norm Musur  

 

Photographer:  Keith Rosche 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

 

Show Chairman:  Ed Schalk 

 ed_schalk@ameritech.net 

 

Toy Drive Mike & Gail Madden  

  

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Gail Madden 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

FVWWC  
Special Interest Groups 

 
Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

    

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

Period Furniture  Lee Nye 

SIG Chair:  roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

 
DUES ARE DUE 

 

If you haven’t already done so, plan to 
renew your membership for 2012.  
Bring your checkbook or cash to the 
general meeting and see Steve Fox, 
our Membership Chair. Dues are still 
$30 per member and the member’s 
family is included. 

 
 

FVWWC Website 
http://fvwwc.org 

 
Email Us: 

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 
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May 
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

May 1 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

May 1 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

May 21 
(Mon) 

7:00PM Period Furniture SIG 
(Note: new location) 

May 16 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

June 
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

June 5 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

June 5 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

June 20 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 
414 S. Schmale Rd. 

May 1, 2012 
FVWWC General Meeting 

Presentation 
 
 

 
 

 

Period Furniture  
Special Interest Group 

 
Next Meeting is May 21 at 7:00pm 

 
The next Period SIG meeting will be a shop visit 
to Don Carkhuff’s home instead of our usual 
meeting location.  Our presenter will be David 
Gooding, discussing his period spice cabinet 
design and construction.  David is the Society 
of American Period Furniture Makers (SAPFM) 
Chapter Coordinator for our region (Rock River 
Chapter). 
 
Directions to our May 21 meeting: 
 
Don Carkhuff 
8509 Creekside Lane 
Darien, IL  60561 
 
From the intersection of Lemont Rd and 
Plainfield Rd, travel 1 mile east on Plainfield Rd 
to Kearny St, turn south on Kearny. Bear left at 
the stop sign on Creekside to 8509. 

May 1, 2012 
FVWWC General Meeting 

Presentation 
Cabinet Construction 

by Wade Ellis 

 

This month’s speaker comes highly 
recommended by our club president as a 
highly skilled custom cabinetmaker.  He will 
share examples of his work and give us some 
pro tips on designing and building custom 
cabinets.  See Tom’s column in this issue for a 
story of how Wade Ellis survived his 
experience with Tom and yet was even willing 
to be a FVWWC guest speaker. 

 
Silent Auction 

 
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our 
programming and awards is via the items 
donated for the silent auction table.  While 
many of us are notorious packrats, at some 
point you have to give in and clean out your 
stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood, 
and other supplies.  That way you can free up 
room to get more stuff!  So, get on the ball and 
dig through your workshop shelves, toolboxes, 
and cabinets for items someone else might 
want.  It’s a three way win – you get more 
space, the club gets some cash, and the buyer 
gets something he needs. 



 

 

  

 
 

Raffle Winners: 
 Fred Rizza  24" Clamp & Cut Edge Guide 
 Tom Sprain   Porter Cable 16ga finish nailer   

  

Silent Auction Winners: 
 Keith Rosche  Craftsman lathe & motor 
 Jim Mengler   Pine boards (9)  
 Walter Schwartz  batteries for rechargeable tool 

Jim Cummings  batteries for rechargeable tool 
Sherm Taylor  batteries for rechargeable tool 

 Bud Light   shirt with embroidered FVWWC logo 
 
 
 

Some of you may be interested in attending the Milwaukee Fine Furnishing Show this October.  
Checking out the Harley museum may be a side benefit as well.  

 



 

 
 

President’s Sawdust 
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 

The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully always 

entertaining. 

 

 

Wade’s Cabinets 

This month we have Wade Ellis as our guest speaker.  He built new cabinets for my kitchen last 

fall.  Wade’s a great guy.  He worked closely with my wife and I on our desires and what we 

wanted to accomplish.  I know he’s going to go through cabinet building during his 

presentation.  This article is about some of the adventures we shared through the idea 

process, building, and installation.  Hopefully, I’m not redundant to some of his presentation.  

There were some surprises encountered along the way – good ones, and there were also some 

challenges.   

Custom cabinetry is different than buying from the big box stores.  There are choices at the 

stores, but they are finite.  There are all kinds of variations when you buy custom: cabinet size, 

design, variations on design and finish, to name just a few.  One positive variation was that I 

was able to color match the stain used for the cabinets to the dining table in our kitchen.  This 

made a much better match than having to choose from the limited cabinet stains offered at 

the store.  Another positive addition was a suggestion from Wade after seeing where the 

cabinets were going.  He suggested bumping out the middle cabinets from a set of cabinets on 

either side, giving a fine piece of furniture look to the finished area.  What a fine idea.  It looks 

great!  I never (nor would have my wife) had thought of that.  That’s plus points for going 

custom and bringing that idea forward.  No pun intended.  

My wife and I wanted quarter sawn white oak.  Originally I wanted the panels of the cabinet 

doors to be book matched.  Wade said fine, he could do that.  However, what we found out 

was when you put the finish on book matched quarter sawn white oak plywood, the finish 

shows two different shades from one side to the other, one dark the other light.  It has to do 

with the veneering process and the grain being sheared in different directions.  If there is more 

than one book match in the panel, it starts to look like stripes.  Not good.  If I had ordered this 

from the big box I would have had to live with it, with no real recourse to have it changed.  As 

such, I would have been very disappointed.   After seeing the result in a made up panel, Wade 

agreed it wasn’t right and also agreed to change it.  That’s big plus points for custom again.  

You can’t change design in midstream ordering from the big box.  The change was to use 

highly figured ¾ inch wood glued up for the panels instead.  The unexpected added result is  



 

 

 

that when you see the inside of the panel it has a great looking milled edge making it as nice 

on the inside as it is on the outside.   

When he installed the cabinet boxes, I noticed that every piece was ¾ inch finished maple.  

You don’t get backs of the cabinets that are ¾ inch from the big box stores, and most of the 

time, the sides are not ¾ inch either.  I know that may not seem like that big of a deal, but it 

makes them a little stronger and a little more durable.  Once the faces were put on, Wade 

spent time to finely adjust the doors to match up and have a minimal amount of distance 

between them.  Each drawer or door has the thickness of five business cards where they meet 

together.  Plus, the styles are the same piece of wood going from the top drawer and following 

through to the bottom cabinet.  As a result, the grain of the wood continues in one fluid 

motion from top to bottom.  How nice.   

I could go on about how all the cabinet face wood came from one log, therefore, all the wood 

was perfectly color matched; or that the drawer sides and bottoms were cherry to better 

match the darker stain of the fronts; or that Wade managed to get some small drawers in 

front of the sink where there originally seemed to be no room.   Did I mention the custom 

hood fan?  Did I say the cost was almost the same as the best cabinets from the store?  You 

get the idea.  The extra time and just a little higher cost were well worth it.   

For Wade’s part he may talk a bit about demanding customers, people that can’t make up 
their minds and those that take up all his time during installation asking silly questions.  Pay no 
attention to such idle talk.  There were decisions to be made that needed counsel plus I was 
interning during the installation.  Watching someone do all the work and asking lots of 
questions is a form of interning.  Fortunately, Wade didn’t add an extra cost for each question.  
Otherwise, I would never have been able to pay for the job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 

Howard's Corner 
with Howard Van Valzah 

Aka: The Woodorker 

 
 
       This month I am going to drift a bit away from my usual shop 
experiences.  My wife and I subscribe to several surplus book companies 
offerings at significantly lower prices.  I buy architecture and woodworking 
books, she buys music, religious, and health books.  It seems that we can 
buy books faster than we can get around to reading them, but I try, and 
this month I am reading two at once. One is from a surplus store and the 
other from a good friend who is 94 years old and one of the earliest 
female architects around. Both are furniture books, one is from 1985, and the other 2010.  One is 
paperback. The other is in full color and a coffee table special hard cover edition.  Both read fairly fast 
because half the pages are pictures. 
 
       First I will talk about Furniture, a Concise History in paperback form published in England with an 
English author Edward Lucie-Smith.  It starts with Ancient Egypt and continues on to the Modern 
Period.  Obviously most of the book is spent on early furniture development through the ages.  I found 
some of this to be a bit dull but overall I enjoyed looking at many of the unique and frequently 
ostentatious designs built for royalty.  It is truly amazing what early furniture makers were able to do 
without the tools we have today.  Much of it distinguishes itself with exquisite carving in all sorts of 
weird designs like bloated fish and fat old men.  When you get to the modern period the fun begins, 
featuring a glass topped coffee table supported by a realistic carving of a half-dressed female on her 
hands and knees wearing knee high boots and shoulder height gloves.  Absolutely amazing! 
 
      Second is Greene & Greene, Poems of Wood and Light.  Some of it will be familiar to club 
members because the author, David Mathias, wrote several G & G articles for Popular Woodworking 
Magazine.  He is a woodworker like us who became enraptured with Greene & Greene furniture, and 
interior architecture which features very extensive woodworking achievements.  He is also an 
excellent photographer and a very fine writer with a woodworkers’ viewpoint and understanding.  For 
those of you who are not familiar with G & G, They were two brothers who had a ten year period 
(1900 to 1910) where they had a fantastic design and building career in Pasadena, California.  Their 
exterior style featured large roof overhangs with extended rafters to create interesting shadows. Local 
stone and boulders were featured in chimneys and foundations.  Most had shingle siding and large 
sleeping porches.  Their style has been called “Bungalow Style” but I think a more accurate name 
would be “Chalet Style” with an oriental influence.  The interiors feature absolutely elegant exposed 
joinery accentuated with ebony squares.  The architects designed all the furniture and designated 
exactly where it was to be placed in the house, again using ebony features in the chairs and 
cabinetry. Stained glass was used throughout the homes but was featured in the front door and its 
surrounding openings, most of it oriental in nature, accenting trees etc.  
 
       When I finish reading these books I will loan them to the club library for a few months so you all 
can get a chance to enjoy them or if you want to buy the G & G book I can tell you where to get it.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Last month I was in Tucson, Arizona for a few weeks mostly enjoying the sunshine and out of doors 
activities.  The one day it rained, we decided to visit some local museums, one of which was The 
Mini-Time Machine, a museum of miniatures.   The miniature museum collection contains over 275 
miniature houses and room boxes as well as other collectibles exhibited in three large galleries.  The 
Enchanted Realm Gallery is a magical place and the pieces displayed in this gallery reflect that. Here 
you will find woodland creatures, snow villages, fairy castles and a witches compound to name a few. 
In the Exploring the World Gallery, you will see examples of how miniatures are used in other cultures 
with items from artisans representing the U.K., France, Germany, Holland, Italy, Japan, Thailand, 
Greece, Turkey and Spain among others.  
 
My favorite gallery was the History and Antiques Gallery.  Having 
an interest in period furniture, I was fascinated with the accuracy 
and detail of the 1/12 scale furniture in these exhibits.  It has one 
of the oldest miniature houses in the United States, circa 1775, as 
part of this collection. Here are some of the historical period room 
examples: 

 
 

 
 
              

 
 
  

Editor’s Woodfiller 



 

 
Note the carving detail on this period secretary desk. 
Remember, this is 1/12 scale.  While the intricate 
model making and construction impressed me, the 
attention to accurate historical detail and decorative 
items in the displays is equally amazing.  Imagine 
turning those miniature brass candlesticks.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My favorite display in the museum has to be this 

miniature 18th century violin maker’s workshop by W. Foster Tracy.  The miniature shop is built into a 

full sized violin and ALL completed instruments and tools are fully functional.  Lee   

                     



 

 
 

SHOW AND TELL 
                                                                                               

                                                                                

                                                                                             

 

                                                                                                                                                   

 
Don Carkhuff 
 
Project:  Credenza 
 

Wood:  Maple 

 
Mike Brady 
 
Project:  Picture Frame 
 
 

 
Dave Dockstader 
 
Project:  Wool Spinning Tool 
 



 

 

SHOW AND TELL 

                                                                 

                                                                                                           

 

                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                        
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
 
Jeff Smith  
 
Project:  Laser Art 

 

 
Jim Cummings  
 
Project:  Spline Miter Jig 
 

Fred Rizza 
 
Project:  Milking Stool 
 
(picture has made leg angles look off – 

sorry Fred) 



 

 
 

SHOW AND TELL 

                                                                                                              
 
 

                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                          

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
Name ? 
 

Project:  Mirror 

 
Name ? 
 
Project:  Clock 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Period Furniture 

SIG 
May 21, 2012 

 
This special interest 
group on period 
furniture meets on 
the 3rd Monday of 
odd numbered 
months.   
 
The May 21  
meeting will be a 
shop visit at Don 
Carkhuff’s home.  
David Gooding will 

present his period spice 
cabinet.   
 
 
 
Members of the Fox Valley 
and the DuPage 
Woodworker’s Clubs are 
welcome to attend. 

 

Lee Nye 
roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 
Hand Tool  

SIG 
May 1, 2012 

 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30 pm, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran 
in the lower 
conference 
room. Anyone  
interested in 
the use of hand tools is 
welcome to  
join us for discussion of this 
fascinating area of 
woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the 
experiences of using and 
caring for traditional hand 
tools. 
 
Hope to see you in there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 
 

 
ShopSmith  

SIG 
TBD 

 
The ShopSmith SIG meets 
quarterly.   
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
TBD:  
 
Stay tuned for 
exact date and location. 
 
 
Share your Shopsmith 
experience with us and find 
out what the rest of us have 
been up to with our 
machines. 
 

 
 
 
Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 

sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 
Next FVWWC Meeting 

Tuesday, May 1, 2012 
7:30 pm  

 

Wade Ellis 
Custom Cabinetry 

  
. 
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month 
at 7:30 p.m. 
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 


