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FVWWC General Meeting
February 5, 2013
Jim Heavey
Finishing
Jim Heavey has been a woodworker for more than 40
years and a contributing craftsman and educator for
WOOD magazine since 1997, where he has had his
projects featured. Jim has also hosted a popular series of
woodworking how-to videos, and for the past ten years
presented educational programs nationally at The
Woodworking Shows on behalf of WOOD.
Finishing is an art and something that can be learned.
Even the most well designed and constructed project can
suffer from a poorly finished surface. Jim will review the
basics of finishing and finishes and provide the techniques
you can use to make your projects truly stand out.

Tool Sale Notice – Page 13

Jim has been making the circuit of The Woodworking
Shows in 2013 with a series of seminars on the topic of
finishing. Within the time constraints of our meeting, he will
touch on the following aspects of finishing:

Hands-On Demo
Our next Hands-On Demo will be
February 5 at 7:00pm. Mike Brady
will present “How to Apply a Rich,
Aged Finish to Oak Projects”. We are
looking for at least five members to
do demos (every other month) for the
balance of the year to alternate with
Howard’s Corner. Volunteers should
contact Mike Brady, at 630-879-6051.

Surface prep, sanding, pore filling and staining will help you
achieve that perfect finish. Jim will review a variety of finish
choices and offer techniques on how to apply them.
"Finishing Your Finish" can make the difference between a
good surface and a great one. Learn how a few simple
tricks can make your finishes something that you'll be
proud to display

Calendar of Events
February 2013
Date
Feb 5
(Tues)
Feb 5
(Tues)
Feb 20
(Wed)

Time
7:00PM
7:30PM
9:00AM

Event
Hand Tool SIG
Hands-On Demo
FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

Time
6:30PM
7:30PM
9:00AM

All members and guests are invited to the
Hand Tool SIG monthly meetings. Even if
you just have a question about a tool that has
been lying around your shop and you don’t
have a clue how to sharpen it or use it,
please stop in. We’re meeting at 6:30pm
before each regular club meeting, in the
lower level of the church building.
Mike Brady

FVWWC Members
Help Wanted

March 2013
Date
Mar 5
(Tues)
Mar 5
(Tues)
Mar 20
(Wed)

Hand Tool
Special Interest Group

Event
FVWWC Hand Tool
SIG
FVWWC General
Meeting
FVWWC Breakfast
Club
Red Apple Restaurant
414 S. Schmale Rd

The Church we meet in has asked for our
help cleaning/restoring the finish on a pump
organ donated to the church. Please come
and help Saturday February 9th from 9-12.
We plan on going to lunch at Panera when
we’re done.
Ed Schalk

FVWWC Annual Financial Report
Our club treasurer, Doug Pfaff, will be
reviewing our 2012 financial results at the
February 5 General Meeting.

Before you buy that woodworking book from
Amazon, check out our library listings and see if
we have it. Check it out for free and spend the
money on tools instead. Also, if you have a
book you think worthy of inclusion in our library,
let Dave Dockstader know. (Further, if you
write up a short book review, we can include it
in the newsletter.)

2012

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Bring your checkbook or cash to the January
General Meeting and see Steve Fox, our
Membership Chair. Get the 2013 red
validation sticker for your badge and avoid
being taxed for our ice cream fund. Dues are
still $30 per member and the member’s family
is included.

FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041
http://www.fvwwc.org - woodworkers@fvwwc.org

2

FVWWC Officers & Staff
President:

Past President:

John Gesiakowski
president@fvwwc.org
Tom Sharp

FVWWC
Special Interest Groups
Shopsmith
SIG Chair:

Dave Dockstader
(630) 851-8118

Hand Tool SIG
Chairmen:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net
Mike Bridger
bridger.mike@gmail.com

thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net

Vice President:

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Treasurer:

Doug Pfaff

Secretary:

Ed Schalk
secretary@fvwwc.org

Program Committee:

Dave Burk
Krub411@yahoo.com

Shop Tour Organizer:

Norm Musur

Membership:

Steve Fox

FVWWC Website
http://fvwwc.org
Email Us:

dcnfox127@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:

Lee Nye
roadbiker123@gmail.com

woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Director of Communication /
Webmaster:
Mark Dreyer
woodworkers@fvwwc.org

Resources Chair:

Dave Dockstader
resources@fvwwc.org

Raffles:

Gail Madden
Norm Musur

Photographer:

open

Show & Tell MC:

Rich Russel

Show Chairman:

open

Toy Drive

Mike & Gail Madden

Member-at-Large:

Mike Madden

Audio/Visual Tech:

Dave Burk

Host:

Gail Madden

Greeter:

Dave Burk

2012

HELP WANTED
FVWWC has an opening for Show Chairman
and Photographer in 2013. If you are
interested, contact John Gesiakowski.
Also, if you are interested in another
committee or board position that is currently
filled, consider volunteering as a backup.
Learn the ropes from the current committee
chair and be available to sub when the
person is absent. For example, the
newsletter editor needs a sub to cover the
meetings he is unable to attend. This would
involve taking notes on the program, getting
show and tell project sheets, raffle results,
and taking some photos. Contact the
newsletter editor if you are interested.
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Meeting Review
January 8 Program:
Larry Anderson
Band Saw Box Construction

Raffle Winners:
Many thanks to Larry Anderson for an
interesting presentation and demo on design
and construction of bandsaw boxes.
“Bandsaw Box” is not a very good description
of the creative and elegant boxes he makes
and sells. These are truly unique keepsake
items worth their price. While basic box
construction may be familiar to many of us, his
creative use of exotic wood inlays makes them
so special.
2012

1. Storage Rack – Steve Fox
2. Tool Holder – Doug Pfaff
3. Caliper – Gary Durochik

Silent Auction Winners:
1. Elmers Wood Glue - Lowell Iverson
- Don Bouchard
- Mike Madden
2. Porter Cable Dust Shroud – Lee Nye
3. FVWWC Hat – Steve Fox
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President’s Sawdust
John Gesiakowski,
President FVWWC

To sell or not to sell… / Why we work with wood
This past Christmas I turned ice scream scoops for my family. They came out better than I expected and were
well received by the recipients. Several suggested making them to sell at craft shows and online. My sons have
also suggested that I create a website and sell pens and other items I turn. My response to them all is ‘then it
wouldn’t be a hobby’ and would become something I had to do. One job is enough for me. Turning and other
types of woodworking efforts are a way for me to relax and unwind. No deadlines or commitments.
I know a number of people who make pens, boxes and other items for the enjoyment of it. I also know others
who sell to augment their income and others who do it as their sole source of income. But all do it because they
love taking a hunk of wood and making items that are not only functional but can be looked at as art.
I suspect someday I may change my thinking and start making pens, ice cream scoops, bowls and boxes for
money. But for now the satisfaction of doing something I enjoy and seeing the reaction of those I gift the items
to is more than I need.

2012
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Howard's Corner
with Howard Van Valzah
Aka: The Woodorker

I have been reporting periodically about my successes and failures with
the redwood table I have been working on for months. It’s gotten to the
point where I have had to say I may have to settle with less than the
perfection I usually try to achieve. The table is in two parts and one
part, the larger one, I have decided to say it is as good as I can get it
and will push it through to completion. The second part mates with the
first part but it has more defective wood in it. I mean segments of the piece are rotten and when I try
to use wood filler to fill the holes the filler will not stick in place when I sand it level. The filler just pulls
out because it was attached to rotten wood below it. I have already sanded off all the finish three
times, this last sanding took off three coats. Last night I wire brushed out most of the holes and made
them wider and deeper. Then I put in a water based outdoor finish I had on hand, just putting it in the
holes. My thought was that it might soak into the bad wood and seal it so that filler might work next
time. I do know that some of it dripped right through the board and dripped onto the floor. That board
is 1-3/4" thick so you can see how deep the rot goes.
I haven't been in a great hurry to get to the basement today to see what happened because I put a
lot of that finish in the holes and grooves until they were full, and I stayed long enough to keep filling
them for quite a while. We'll see a bit later and I will come back and report.
The report is the above solution was a partial success and also a failure in another sense. First
the stuff stayed in the holes pretty well, but sanding the overfill was extremely difficult, even with 50
grit sandpaper. But the net effect was an improvement because of some additional filling I did with a
new woodfiller from Elmers.
During the waiting time for fillers to dry I decided to work on a small picture frame to be used
outside in my garden containing a nice slogan. To make a long story short I learned a new rule for
picture frame making. ALWAYS make the short sides of the frame first otherwise you can mistakenly
pick up a long piece and cut it for a short side. ooops. Howard

PS: I find this website (http://www.woodworkingnetwork.com ) to have wonderful news articles on a
wide variety of subjects. I would recommend it to all our woodworking friends.

2012
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Woodpecker’s Tip of the Month
Thanks to Dan Miller for sending in this great tip.

My power miter box used to spit out a
terrific amount of sawdust. I have seen
huge plastic hoods on the market to
contain it. I came up with a quick and
easy way that almost eliminates the
dust. I used a small piece of rubber
roofing to create a shield to direct more
of the dust into the dust collection port.
I used sheet metal screws to screw it
right to the saw. I then hooked up a
small and inexpensive vacuum to it and
connected that to an automatic switch
that turns it on every time I turn on the
saw. Several mail order tool suppliers
sell them.

The i-Socket Autoswitch will automatically turn on the shop
vacuum or dust collector when the power tool is switched
ON and continue running for a short time after the tool is
powered off to clean out the inlet pipe.

2012
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Editor’s Woodfiller
Table Saw Miter Sled
Some of you know that my wife Marcia is an avid amateur photographer. Also, I have 3 adult
daughters who have recently figured out that some of her photos would look great in their homes if
only they were nicely framed - even better if dad would make the frames and mats. So, I did make
some frames for Christmas presents using my trusty dubby table saw sled for the miters. It did okay,
but I was not entirely satisfied with the resulting joints. Each setup required multiple test cuts to fine
tune the angle, which I found annoying. So, sometimes it pays to stop in the middle of a project and
regroup. I decided a dedicated miter sled was needed and dug thru my woodworking magazine
collection for sled plans. Actually, the plans were not all that important – I wanted to see how the
miter fences were calibrated for repeatable accurate cuts. I finally settled on a recent Wood
magazine article for the general sled layout and a 25 year old woodworking video tape I had for the
calibration approach.
The base of the sled is made of 3 layers of glued-up tempered hardboard – the top layer is melamine
coated. The glue-up was done on the table saw surface to ensure flatness and the resulting base is
very flat, stiff, and warp resistant. The back fence is a flattened and squared piece of 2 x 4 with
plastic laminate to keep it from warping. I installed UHMW plastic miter track and then cut a kerf
through the sled to about the
halfway point. The fences are white
oak with dadoes for a t-track in
each face. These were aligned to
the saw kerf as close to 45 degrees
as I could measure and then each
fastened with two screws from the
underside. One screw at the point
end acted as a pivot and the back
screw has a short through hole slot
which allowed the fences to be
adjusted slightly in angle. At this
point in construction, the back push
bar was not installed and a large
triangular piece of 2 inch thick
material filled the space between
the fences. The triangle was temporarily fastened to the base with double sided tape, with about 3/16
inch of gap to the fences. I used a variety of laminate and veneer scraps as shims in the gap space
toward the back of the sled.
Calibration was accomplished by repeated cuts of 4-sided test frames and +/- adjustments of the
fences based on the gap observed in the frames. Each fence was adjusted one at a time and
independently by adding or subtracting shims and yes, it was tedious and plodding effort, but
necessary. When each fence was adjusted to perfect miters, I locked them in place with additional
screws from the underside of the base. The triangle was removed and the tip cut off to make a guard
at the point of the fences. The push bar is not connected to the fences to avoid any movement of the
fences in use.
2012
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I made a couple of miter fence stops using
t-track bolts and plastic knobs. (The photo
shows it cockeyed, but in use it would be
square!)
I thought I was finished with the sled, but
my first frame rail was too long for the sled
fences (they are about 28 inches long) and
that required the design of an extension.

The extension is a piece of 5/8 inch heavy
aluminum tubing that rides on the t-track slot
with more knobs and t-track bolts to attach it
to the miter fence.

Hopefully, the sled will make the frame construction process much faster and produce better quality
results.

Lee

2012
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SHOW AND TELL

Howard Van Valzah
Project: Puzzle Frame
Frank Lloyd Wright Design Puzzle

Howard Van Valzah
Project: Table
Wood: Silver Maple Top
Ash Legs
Finish: Festool Heavy Duty

2012
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SHOW AND TELL

Wayne Maier
Project: Clock
Wood: Qtr Sawn White Oak
Finish: Lacquer, Dye Stain,
And Glaze

Jeff Smith
Project: Plinth Block
Wood: Oak
Finish: none

2012

FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041
http://www.fvwwc.org - woodworkers@fvwwc.org

11

SHOW AND TELL

Ed Schalk
Project: Christ carving
Wood: Poplar
Finish: Danish Oil, Gold Spray Paint
(From picture of church sanctuary)

No project info

2012
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Mike Worthington’s TOOL SALE
Saturday, March 23, 2013
FVWWC Only 7am – 9am
Public 9am – 5pm
Just some of the items to be sold:
Machinery
Delta Unisaw, bandsaw, 6” jointer, 1hp dust collector, grinder, and 12” portable planer
Craftsman drill press w/ accessories
Craftsman large air compressor
Bench Tools
Routers, Tormek, 24” Leigh Dovetail Jig
Planes, measuring tools, chisels, blades, bits
Bridge City Tools
Extensive collection of these high end collectable planes and tools
Most with original boxes and paperwork provenance
Priced at fair market value
Hardwood
Finishes
Hardware
Clamps
Jigs
And much, much more
FVWWC Help Wanted:
FVWWC volunteers will be needed for pre-sale sorting and pricing (probably the week of the
sale) and for day of sale workers
More details of the sale will be communicated in March

2012
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FVWWC General Meeting
February 5, 2013
7:30 pm
Finishing
Jim Heavey
(Wood Magazine)

Hand Tool
SIG
February 5, 2013
The Hand Tool SIG meets,
January through November, at
6:30 pm, before the regular
meeting at Bethany Lutheran in
the lower conference room. Anyone interested in
the use of hand tools is welcome to join us for
discussion of this fascinating area of
woodworking.

ShopSmith
SIG
April 2, 2013
The ShopSmith SIG meets
quarterly. The next meeting will
be in April – topic to be
announced.
Join us and share your Shopsmith experience
and find out what the rest of us have been up to
with our machines.

We will learn by sharing the experiences of using
and caring for traditional hand tools.
Hope to see you there!

Mike Brady
mbrady25@comcast.net

Mike Bridger

Dave Dockstader
630-851-8118

sourceror@sbcglobal.net

bridger.mike@gmail.com

2012
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club
General Meetings held at:
Bethany Lutheran Church
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month at 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors Always Welcome!

2012
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