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March Program 

Working Wood in the 18th Century 

Arnie Bandstra will share some highlights of 
the Society of Amer. Period Furniture Makers 
annual conference in Colonial Williamsburg. 

Using Inkscape—Dave Dockstader 

Inkscape is a professional vector graphics 
editor for Windows, Mac OS X and Linux. It's 
free and open source (what else would you 
expect from the Frugal Woodworker). 
Inkscape will also easily convert raster 
graphics (photos, web graphics, etc.) into vec-
tor graphics to make them scaleable to any 
size.  So small graphics can be resized with-
out losing detail.  That capability alone is usu-
ally only found in commercial programs cost-
ing hundreds of dollars.  This makes Inkscape 
the perfect graphic solution for designing scroll 
saw, intarsia, marquetry, chip carving, CNC 
carving and laser projects (and Cricut, but 
don’t tell your wife). 
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: Tom Sharp 
 president@fvwwc.org 
 
Vice President:  Mike Brady 
 mbrady25@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 
 dhpfaff@gmail.com 
 
Secretary:  Steve Fox 
 secretary@fvwwc.org 
 
Programs:  Dave Burk 

 Krub411@yahoo.com 
 

Membership:  Mike Nowak 
 
Website Director  John Gesiakowski 
     webmaster@fvwwc.org 
 
Resources:  Dave Dockstader 

 resources@fvwwc.org 
 

Show Chairman: Keith Rosche 
 
Member-at-Large:  Arnie Bandstra 
 
Communications         Lee Nye 
Director:                        roadbiker123@gmail.com 
 woodworkers@fvwwc.org 
 
Raffles:  Gail Madden 
 Andy Marck  
 
Photographer:  Tyler Sondergaard 
 
Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 
 
Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 
 
Shop Tour Chair Dan Jarodsky 
 
Host:  Gail Madden 

FVWWC  

Special Interest Groups 
 
ShopSmith  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 
 
Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 
  
 
Hand Tool SIG  Mike Brady 
Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

 2016 Membership Dues 
 
Dues for 2016 can be paid at the general meet-
ings - just see Mike Nowak at his table before the 
meeting or during break.  Dues are still $30 per 
individual which includes the whole family.  Just a 
reminder - our by-laws require payment of 
dues by February 15.  Members unpaid after 
that time are removed from membership rolls and 
mailing lists.   

If you are unable to pay in person, or forgot your 
checkbook, mail in your dues.  Print out the mem-
bership form from our website:  

 

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf 

Mail it in: 

FVWWC  Membership Chair   

PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL 60510-1041 

Make your checks payable to the Fox 
Valley Woodworkers Club. 

 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/November/mbrady25@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/March%202013/dhpfaff@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@fvwwc.org
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/July%20FVWWC/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
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February Program Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Osgood is an advanced woodworker and an avid bicyclist.  

The sum of these two interests is some amazing custom bicy-

cles made mostly of wood.  He uses some clever laminating 

techniques to form his sculpted frames, makes his own wooden 

wheel rims, and even a wood bottle cage.  Wow, and the bike is 

not really all that heavy.  Neat bikes and great presentation —

thanks Mark.   

April Program Volunteers Needed 
Dave Burk is looking for members willing to confess their woodworking mistakes at our April meet-
ing.  They don’t have to have a PowerPoint or video, just topics of humor or benefit to the group!  
Remember, confession is good for the soul.  Contact Dave at 630-840-3235 or email at 
krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Show and Tell 

One way we learn and improve as woodworkers is by bringing our projects in for Show and Tell.  

There are many benefits for you and other members.  First of all, you get recognition . FVWWC 

members are much more likely to appreciate the creativity and skill you put into your project than 

the average person.  What you do may inspire others to give your project, technique, or finish a try 

themselves.  If you like the project, the builder can steer you to plans and drawings on the spot.  

Got a problem with your project?  What better place to get advice on construction or finishing prob-

lems than at a meeting where someone else is bound to have solutions to share.   Don’t think your 

project measures up to what the others display?  We want to see it anyway - none of us started out 

making masterpieces after all.  And it doesn’t have to be a product either -  your jigs and hand 

made tools are of great interest to the group.   

mailto:krub411@yahoo.com
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We have replaced one more magazine with a DVD.  Workbench is no longer being published but 

has been changed into My Home.  However we have added a DVD with all 317 issues (that’s 53 

years) of Workbench.  This is D233 in the library. 

 

Dave Dockstader, Resources Chair 

Big Raffle 
The new raffle item is a 6 inch Bosch stacked dado set, valued at least $100.  The raffle is for 
members only and you do not need to be present to win. Come to the meeting to see!  

 

Gail Madden and Andy Marck, Raffle and Auction Committee 

 

Proposed Woodworking Fundamentals SIG 

One of our fellow members has suggested we establish a new Special Interest Group (SIG) to focus on fun-
damental or basic woodworking skills.  Like the other current SIG’s, this one would meet before our regular 
first Tuesday meetings.  The idea is to have a mentor in a particular woodworking technique present a demo 
or talk for 15 minutes or so and leave plenty of time for questions and answers.  For example, a short demo 
on sharpening could be led by someone in the club who feels comfortable sharing his or her sharpening 
technique.  This might actually work out well after Tom’s sharpening experiment (see his column in this 
newsletter).  Another topic might be how to set up a hand plane to get those fine shavings or how to recondi-
tion an old one.  Sharpening scrapers.  The ever popular topic of hand cut dovetails comes to mind, although 
it may be hard to do in 15 minutes.  Not to neglect power tools, we could cover what to look for in choosing a 
router, dovetail jigs, sanders, or even table saws.  You get the idea.   

Here is the member participation part of this proposal. 

1.  First of all, do you like this idea and would you attend such a SIG? 

2.  What topics would you like covered?  (Remember, the allotted time is limited and these are supposed 
to be fundamental woodworking skills).   

3.  What topics would you feel comfortable presenting yourself?   

4.  The Board would like to identify someone willing to be a coordinator for the SIG – not necessarily a 
presenter, but someone who would line up topics and presenters for each month. 

Until this SIG gets established and a leader comes forward, please forward your comments and responses 
to the questions to Lee Nye woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

The Board will report out the results and decision at an upcoming meeting.  Thanks. 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202016/March/woodworkers@fvwwc.org
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Shop Tours 
2-21-16 Information 

 

Note: Some information below has changed from prior shop tour information. 
 

Febuary 6, 2016 - John Ressler Shop Tour 
 

John gave us two great tours. One of his home work shop and a second one of his custom stair business. Tour number one of 
his home work shop where he makes mostly customs guitars looked impressive. It was interesting to see all of the fixtures he uses 
to make top quality guitars. He sure has made steam bending simple with hot pads and a little aluminum foil. It looks easy com-
pared to what most do with a steam box. I can also see where he could sit back in front of the wood stove, throw in a couple of 
pieces of wood in the fire, sit back and solve all of the world’s problems. The second tour which was of his stair design business 
was impressive with the machinery and equipment he has to make parts. The lathe demonstration throwing chips like crazy and the 
review of the lathe tooling by one of his employees for making spindles was very impressive. Pre-making the custom stairs looked 
like a lot of work for the huge beautiful stairways he was making.  

 
After the shop tour we had lunch at Johnny K’s. I liked the double hamburger and the socializing was great as always. Mike 

Madden talked a bit about a future finishing program that sounded interesting. 

 
10 am to 6 pm, Saturday, March 12, 2016 - Milwaukee Woodworking Show  
See WEB site for additional information: www.thewoodworkingshow.com 
The show runs from March 11th to the 13th  

 

Location: Wisconsin Expo Center  Hall C, 8200 West Greenfield Ave., West Allis, WI 53214  
Transportation: Dr ive yourself or  car  pool (if you want to car  pool you need to sign up at a pr ior  meetings)  

- See the signup sheet, sign up and indicate if you can drive or if you need a ride. If you can drive please 
indicate how many people you can comfortable have with you.  
Riders please plan on returning to the church with your driver (the person who drove you to the event).  If your plans 
change please advise your driver. 

- To the event: Meet before 7:45 am, Saturday, March 14, 2015 at Bethany Lutheran Church (our normal 
meeting place), 8 S. Lincoln St., Batavia, IL to organize rides. We will leave the church at 8:00 am. 

- Leaving the event: Meet at the event main entrance ticket booth at 6:00 pm.  
Note: 6:00 pm is based on the completion of the last seminars at the event. 
If the driver and his riders all mutually agree and wish to leave at a different time it is OK. Please let all of the other 
drivers know. 

- Estimated drive each way 100 to 115 miles depending on the route. Time: at least 2 hours.  
For many of us a rest stop half way may make sense. Ref: Lake Geneva or Kenosha area. Drivers and riders to mutual-
ly determine. 

Lunch: Food for  a fee at the event. 
Event Cost:  

Event: $10 online / $12 at the door (Cash Only). 
Transportation: If you are a rider please give your driver $10.00 per person (even if you only go one way) - please have 
exact change. 
Lunch at the event: Depends on what you order - easy to spend $20.  
Seminars at the event: See WEB site for time and cost. Some seminars require advanced registration. 

http://www.thewoodworkingshow.com
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SHOP TOURS (Continued) 

10 am, Saturday, March 19, 2016 - Lie-Nielsen Hand Tool Event 
See WEB site for additional information: www.lie-nielsen.com/hand-tool-events/USA/108 
 

For those who have not been to a Lie-Nielsen Hand Tool Event: Lie Nielsen is a quality hand tool maker and they offer 
woodworking classes. In the past events you could see, try out (tools are out and they have wood there so you can test them) 
and you can buy tool(s) there. They also have literature regarding tools, sharpening, etc. There are people there to talk to, ask 
questions and they demonstrate how to use their tools. 

 
Guest demonstrator: Kevin Drake He is the owner  of Glen-Drake Toolworks in Fort Bragg, California. He has 

developed tools for woodworkers including the Tite-Mark marking gauge for woodworkers that value woodworking as a 
way of life. 
Event dates: The event is March 18 (10 am to 6 pm) and 19 (10 am to 5 pm), 2016) 
School tour just for us: 11:00 am tour  of the school and discussion regarding the school programs and activities  

By: Shaun Devine and Mark Hamster (woodworking instructors), phone: 773-275-1170 
Car Pool: If you want to car  pool you need to sign-up at the March 1, 2016 meeting. 

Then meet at Bethany Lutheran Church parking lot at 9:00 am and leave by 9:15 am. 
Location: Chicago School of Woodworking, 5800 N. Nor thwest Highway, Chicago, IL  
Directions - From the Bethany Lutheran Church, 8 S. Lincoln St., Batavia, IL to the program  
(ref: Google Maps - approx. 41.5 miles & 46 min.):  
Rich Escallier, FVWWC member and lives near the school advised me that the Google map directions (that I previously 

provided) are less than best and possibly wrong.  
New directions per Rich’s recommendations (ref: Mapquest - approx. 40.8 miles & 52 min.):  
Go north on S. Lincoln street (0.1 m). 
Take the 1st right on to W. Wilson St. (east 1.86 m). 
Turn right onto Kirk Road (south 2.81 m).  
Kirk Road becomes Farnsworth Ave (south 0.6 m).  
Take Rt. 88 east towards Chicago (east 19.5 m). 
Take Rt. 294 towards the Milwaukee/O’Hara airport (north 9.24 m). 
Take I90 towards Chicago/Rockford (east 4.45 m). 
Exit 82A toward Nagle (.25 m).  
Merge onto Gregory St. (.03 m). 
Take the 1st left onto Nagle Ave. (north 0.27 m).  
Turn left onto Northwest Hwy. (northwest 0.11 m). 
Chicago School of Woodworking, 5800 N. Northwest Highway, Chicago, IL will be on your left. 

Event Cost: None 
Lunch: Elly’s Pancake House, 5310 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL (Jefferson Park) Phone: 773-775-1333 

Directions (from school to restaurant):  
Southwest on Northwest Hwy (.46 m). 
Turn left on Bryn Mawr Ave. (.4 m). 
Turn right onto Milwaukee Ave. (.49 m). 
Elly’s Pancake House, 5310 N. Milwaukee Ave. will be on the right. 

 
9 am, Saturday, aPRIL 9, 2016 - Dan Miller Shop Tour 

Program: Architectural r estoration  
 

If you want to car pool you need to sign-up at or before the April 5, 2016 meeting. 
Then meet at Bethany Lutheran Church parking lot at 8:15 am and leave by 8:30 am. 
 

Location:  155 S. Gifford St, Elgin, IL  
Directions - From the Bethany Lutheran Church, 8 S. Lincoln St., Batavia, IL to the program  

(ref: Mapquest - approx. 15.16 miles & 30 min.):  
Go north on Lincoln St. 
Turn right onto Wilson St. (0.1 m) 
Turn left onto Rt. 31/S. Batavia Ave. (14.3 m) 
Turn right onto National St. (0.3 mi) 

 

 

http://www.lie-nielsen.com/hand-tool-events/USA/108
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SHOP TOURS (Continued) 

 

National St. becomes East National St. (0.2 m) 
Turn left onto Villa St. (0.1 m) 
Turn right onto Gifford St. (0.1 m) Destination is the carriage house behind the main house – enter 
The carriage house around the corner on Prairie St. 
Program start time and date: 9:00 am, Saturday, Apr il 9, 2016 
Note: Limited space in the workshop. More than one tours may be required. Fir st come fir st served with tours.  
Contact: Dan Miller , phone: 847-697-3370  
Cost: None 
Transportation: Dr ive yourself or  car  pool (if you want to car  pool you need to sign up at a pr ior  meeting)  

To car pool meet at Bethany Lutheran Church parking lot by 8:15 am & leave by 8:30 am 
Lunch: El Taco Grande, 6 N. River  St., Batavia, IL 60510, Phone: 630-406-8415 
  My favorite Mexican restaurant - I like their enchiladas with mole sauce. 
Directions - from program to restaurant (ref: Mapquest - approx. 15 miles & 30 min.):  

Start out going reverse directions from Dan’s shop. 
When you get into Batavia turn left on Wilson St. go across the Fox River.  
Turn left onto N. River St. Destination is immediately on your right.  
Note: The parking garage on your right - up a little further.  
 If the lower level is full the upper level can be reached on State St.  

 
 

Saturday & Sunday, June 11 & 12, 2016 – Fun Weekend get-a-way 
 
* Saturday Program: 2:00 pm Tour of the Woodsmith Corporate offices and store.  

Transportation: Dr ive, car  pool or  bus to be deter mines - TBD. Cost: TBD 
If interested in going: Fill out sign-up sheet at or before the June 5, 2016 meeting. 

Leave Bethany Lutheran Church, Batavia, IL: 7:00 am 
Midmorning travel break (on route): McDonalds is near  I-80 west of the Davenport, IA airport. 
 7522 Northwest Blvd, Davenport, IA - Gas Station 
Tours:   

First August Home Publishing Company: 2200 Grand Ave, Des Moines, IA 50312 
Next The Woodsmith Store: 10320 Hickman Road, Des Moines (Clive), IA  
Cost: None 

Lunch:  Near  August Home Publishing Company, Cost: TBD  
Dinner: The Machine Shed Restaur ant  near  the Woodsmith stor e.  Cost: TBD 
Contacts at Woodsmith: J ennie Enos (my E-mail contact) or  Bryan Nelson (Managing Editor), Corp. Office  
Store Hours: Mon-Fri, 9am-7pm; Sat, 9am-5pm; Sun, 11am-4pm 
Overnight stay:  Countr y Inn & Suites by Car lson, Des Moines West , IA Cost: TBD 

I-35 and I-80 near the store in Clive, IA  
 

* Sunday, June 12, 2016 –The Sawmill Museum 
Breakfast: Complementar y at  Countr y Inn & Suites  
Leave Country Inn and Suites: 8:00 am  

Destination: The Sawmill Museum, 2231 Gr ant  Ave, Clinton, IA  
Hours: Tues-Sat, 10am-6pm; Sun, 1pm to 5pm; Mon, 1pm-6pm 
Cost: $4.00 per  adult 
Lunch: Near  the museum. Cost: TBD 
Return:  to the chur ch   
Dinner: Per  your  choice a fter  we get  back.  
 

~ More details to follow in the future regarding the Fun Weekend Get -A-Way ~ 
 

9 am, Saturday, September 10, 2016 – Mark Osgood Shop Tour 
Program: Fixtures and bending wood (ref: making wood bicycles)  
 

If you want to car pool you need to sign-up at or before the September 6, 2016 meeting. 



 

2015 FVWWC—PO Box 1047—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                               8    

 http://www.fwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

SHOP TOURS (Continued) 
 
 
 
Then meet at Bethany Lutheran Church parking lot at 7:45 am and leave by 8:00 am. 
 

Location:  15W303 61st Place, Burr Ridge, IL 60527 
Directions - From the Bethany Lutheran Church, 8 S. Lincoln St., Batavia, IL to the program  

(ref: Mapquest - approx. 29.4 miles & 45 min.):  
Go north on Lincoln St. 
Turn right onto Wilson St. (1.86 m) 
Turn right onto Kirk Rd. (south 2.81 m) 
Kirk Rd. becomes Farnsworth Ave. (south 1.06 m) 
Merge onto I-88 towards Chicago (east 15 m) 
Take the Highland Ave. exit (east 0.32 m) 
Turn slight right onto Highland Ave. (south 0.9 mi) 
Take the first left onto 31st St. (east 2.83 m) 
Merge onto Kingery Hwy –Rt 83 (south 3.12 m)  
Take the 55th St. East ramp (0.43 m) 
Merge onto 55th St. (east 1.01 m) 
Turn Right onto Garfield Ave. (south 0.81 m) 
Turn left onto 61st Place (0.07 m) 
Destination is on the left 
 
Program start time and date: 9:00 am, Saturday, Apr il 9, 2016 
Note: Limited space in the workshop. More than one tours may be required. Fir st come fir st served with tours.  
Contact: Mark Osgood, phone: 630-272-9430  
Cost: None 
Lunch: Aguamiel Restaurante (Mexican), 30 S. Prospect, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514, Phone: 630-537-1966 
Directions - from program to restaurant (ref: Mapquest - approx. 3 miles & 7 min.):  

 Start by going west on 61st Place towards Garfield Ave. (0.07 m)  
 Right turn onto Garfield Ave. (north 0.81 m)  
 Turn left onto 55 th St. (west 1.4 m) 
 Turn right onto S. Prospect Ave. (north 0.53 m)  
 Turn right onto Park Ave. (east 0.06 m)  
 Turn sharp left on S. Prospect (0.04 m)  
 Keep right at the fork to continue on S. Prospect Ave.  
 30 S. Prospect Ave. is on the right.  

 
If you have any questions, tour request or if you would like to host a shop tour  -  please let me know. 

 

Dan Jarodsky, Shop Tours Coordinator 
6N467 Barton Drive, St. Charles, IL 60175 

E-mail: Freelance.Design@aol.com 
Phone: 630-803-7566 

 
File: FVWWC-Tours-2016-160124 
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully  

always entertaining. 

 

 

An Interesting Experiment 

There are many long running arguments in woodworking.  These include time honored controversies like the prefer-

ence of hand tools over power tools, what kind of joinery to use, or what makes the best finish.  One of the subjects 

that bring out the strongest opinions is what sharpening system to use for your tools.  Some will say stones are the 

way to go while others believe sandpaper is the best.  How do you determine which one is right?  

This question may never be answered but maybe we can come a little closer to the truth.  That brings me to a new 

purchase made where I work.  We got a new microscope.  You can see whether a flea is smiling or not with it.  So a 

great way to put this microscope to good work is to use it in a sharpening experiment.   

Here’s the scenario.  Buy one set of chisels.  Pass out a single chisel to a person experienced in sharpening in a 

particular manner.  Look at the chisels under the microscope.  Take pictures of their edges.  Compare.  Report find-

ings.   

The type of sharpening and the person doing it is listed below.  The chisels will be passed out at the next meeting 

and retrieved at the April one.  Afterwards, the microscope will be used to compare edges.   

The chisel set has ten different sizes.  As seen below, we have chosen nine different ways.  One chisel is left.  If you 

have a different way of sharpening that is not listed, let me know and I will give you the last chisel to sharpen in your 

method.   

Person                                Method   

Mike Brady                         Arkansas stone 

Mike Brady                         Japanese stone 

John Gesiakowski             Ceramic stone 

Paul Jablonski                    Water stone 

Dave Burk                           Sorby system 

Dave Dockstader               Work Sharp 

Rich Russel                         Tormek stone 

Lee Nye                              Sandpaper& glass 

Tom Sharp                          Supergrit using Tormek 

We may not answer the ultimate question of which sharpening technique is best but we will be able to see any differ-

ences in smoothness, shine, and imperfections.  I’m betting this will be a close race.   

After this is all over, the chisels will be raffled off.  Someone is going to get some of the sharpest chisels in town, 

sharpened at least nine different ways.   
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Howard's Corner 

                   with Howard Van Valzah 

                     Aka: The Woodorker 

This has been an interesting year so far.  I have had only one woodworking job to consider and it is not too 
complicated.  We need additional light for our dining room table which is difficult because the room is two 
stories tall with a fan hanging from the ceiling and only recessed light bulbs in the ceiling.  My plan is to 
build a six foot long LED table lamp with a walnut shade and two stands that will be low enough for people 
to see over and still light the entire table.  It will have a dimmer switch so that any desirable light can be es-
tablished.  Calculating the exactly right height will be a bit tricky so I might have to make it adjustable.  At 
any rate it will be a fun project.   

       The other project I’m working on is planting some garden seeds with the idea of transplanting them to 
larger pots to be all established by the correct planting time.  So far it is not working well and many of the 
transplants have not survived but some have.  Hard to know why. 

       One other big project is going on simultaneously.  I am planning on shutting down my workshop in July 
of 2017 with a big sale of everything in my 2000 square foot work shop.  It is truly amazing how much 
“stuff” I have.  And I’m finding that there is a lot I use only rarely and some not at all anymore.    In case 
you are wondering why I’m planning to close the shop I love, I’ll tell you.  My 86th birthday comes up 
March 8th and I’m not getting any younger and working in the shop is getting harder for me.  In addition my 
family is deeply concerned about how to dispose of the shop when I’m gone so I would like to get that done 
when I can control it and it would make it much easier to go to an old folks home when we need one.       
Depending on my health my Festools may or may not be in the big sale.  But so far I have not stopped buy-
ing new tools for show at the club and use at home. 



 

2015 FVWWC—PO Box 1047—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                               11    

 http://www.fwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Time to Rethink Bandsaw Setup Rules? 

I was able to attend the Indianapolis Woodworking Show in January.  I would 
not drive all that way just for the show, but it is the same weekend as my Indy 
daughter’s birthday.  Over the last few years, I have seen the show get a little 
smaller each year—very few major equipment manufacturers have booths, alt-
hough the major brands are represented by retailers like Peachtree and Wood-
craft.  Nevertheless, I have always found the free seminars worthwhile, such as 
Fine Woodworking’s Roland Johnson and Wood Magazine’s Jim Heavey.      
Roland gave a nice tutorial on scraper sharpening and I think he straightened me out on some-
thing I have been doing wrong for years.  My favorite seminar was the Bandsaw Clinic given by 
Alex Snodgrass of Carter Products, the bandsaw accessory people.  You can view it for yourself 
by googling “Band Saw Clinic with Alex Snodgrass” and playing the YouTube video.  He is very 
knowledgeable about bandsaws and is a slick presenter who doesn’t overly emphasize Carter 
Products.  You can get a lot of useful stuff out of his presentation without buying a single Carter 
product.   

Here’s what caught my interest in particular.  I had just finished talking to a Woodcraft guy show-
ing me the new Jet steel frame bandsaws.  When the guy opened the covers and showed me the 
upper wheel, I asked why the blade was not centered on the tire.  He explained that bandsaw 
blades should be positioned so the deepest part of the gullet is just slightly forward of  the tire 
centerline.  Hmm I thought, aren't you supposed to center the whole blade over the centerline?  
Not according to him.  (After returning home, a check of the manuals for my Jet and Delta 14” 
bandsaws both say center the whole blade.)  Well, one of the first things I heard from Alex Snod-
grass was the same advice as the Woodcraft guy—position the blade so the deepest part of the 
gullet is just forward of the center.  That way, he explained, the cutting edge of the blade will be 
better supported and wander less in the cut.  Well, it sounds reasonable.  Another piece of advice 
was not to mess with shimming the wheels to get them perfectly co-planar—he said the factory 
setup should be left alone. He recommends removing the table when you replace the blade—it 
makes adjusting the guide bushings / bearings much easier.  Good idea—the Delta I have is very 
difficult to access the lower guides otherwise.  You can get his step by step bandsaw setup by 
watching the YouTube video. 

I did try to follow his advice on my Delta bandsaw at home.  I was installing a 3/4” blade for       
resawing.  Even when centering the blade on the upper wheel, the backside of the blade was 
dragging on the vertical guard channel on the left side of the saw.  No way was I going to be able 
to move the blade gullet back further.  Next check was to see if the wheels were out of plane.  In 
fact the lower wheel was at least 3/16 inch recessed from the upper wheel.  No wonder the blade 
was scrapping the guard channel.  So contrary to Snodgrass, I ended up shimming the lower 
wheel out about 1/8”.  That did the trick and I probably could now move that wide blade to center 
at the back of the gullet if I want. Alignment of a 3/16” blade on my Jet bandsaw with the back of 
the gullet centered did work fine.  I was able to saw the contours on my cherry drawer fronts that 
ranged from 4” to over 6” in height.  Not sure it worked better, but it did cut very close to vertical 
without a lot of blade wandering.   

Give it a try and let me know what you think.   

 

 

 

Lee 
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SHOW AND TELL 

February 2, 2016 Meeting 

 

Dave Dockstader 

Project: Beer Tap Handle 

Wood: Black Walnut—Celtic Knot is Oak and Purple Heart 

Finish: Capn’ Eddies Joy Juice (1/2 Dewaxed Shellac—1/2 BLO 

            Paste Wax Finish 

 

Tom Sharp 

Project: Medicine Cabinet 

Wood: White Oak from our property 

Finish: Danish Oil 
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SHOW AND TELL 

February 2, 2016 Meeting 

Dave Burk 

Project: Whimsical 

Wood: Cherry 

 

Gary Hauser 

Project: Excavator and Semi 

Wood: 2 x 4’s 

Finish: Paint 
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SHOW AND TELL 

February 2, 2016 Meeting 

 

Ed Schalk 

Project: Music Wands 

Wood: various 

 

Gaty Fuller  

Project: Decorative Trays 

Wood: Elm 

Finish: Polyurethane 
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SHOW AND TELL 

February 2, 2016 Meeting 

Arnie Bandstra 

Project: Gun Rack 

Wood: Oak, plywood cutoff pieces 

Finish: Minwax Golden Chestnut stain, poly 

Arnie Bandstra 

Project: Bench Dogs 

3/4 inch dowel with soft plastic 

tubing 

Non-marring to work piece and 

will not dull plane blade if hit 
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SHOW AND TELL 

February 2, 2016 Meeting 

Arnie Bandstra 

Project: Wheel (for colonial wheel barrow) 

Wood: White Oak and other wood on hand 

Finish: to be painted with milk paint 

 

Jeff Smith 

Project: Laser and Router Engraving 

Wood: various 

 

Not Pictured 

 

Dave Dockstader 

Project: Key Rings 

Wood: Black Walnuit 

Finish: BLO 

 

Dale Freeman 

Project: Homemade Shop Tools 

Wood: Spalted Huckleberry 

Finish: Poly 

 

Joe O’Malley 

Project: Photo Book of his furniture projects 
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 ShopSmith SIG 

March 1, 2016 
The ShopSmith SIG will meet March 1

st
, 2016 at 6:30.  Please be on time because this is a 

meeting you DON’T WANT TO MISS.  Roger Vachon has graciously agreed to bring in his 

ShopSmith PowerPro and some of his newer accessories and special purpose tools.  Roger 

is one of the most knowledgeable and experienced ShopSmith owners in the club who has 

owned numerous models of this machine.  If you own or are interested in learning about the 

ShopSmith and many of the latest developments, please stop in.  This will be an extremely 

interesting meeting. 

  Dave Dockstader  
            630-851-8118 
     sourceror@sbcglobal.net 

  

Hand Tool SIG 

March 1, 2016 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Hope to see you there! 

Mike Brady 

mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 

bridger.mike@gmail.com 

  

  

Scroll Saw SIG 

April 5, 2016 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave Dockstader 

630-851-8118 
sourceror@sbcglobal.net 

  

  

  

The next Scroll Saw SIG meeting 

will be Tuesday, April 5th, 2016, 

at 6:30 prior to the club meeting 

in Room M111 of the Ministry 

Center.  If you have a scroll saw 

or are interested, this group is an 

excellent resource for expanding 

your knowledge and picking up tips and pat-

terns.  We will talk about techniques and tips 

for making jig saw (really scroll saw) puzzles.  If 

you have done some of these, please bring 

them to share and discuss. 

The Hand Tool SIG meets, January 
through November, at 6:30 pm, be-
fore the regular meeting at Bethany 
Lutheran in the lower conference 
room. Anyone interested in the use 
of hand tools is welcome to join us for discussion of 
this fascinating area of woodworking.    We will 
learn by sharing the experiences of using and car-
ing for traditional hand tools. 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/January%202012/sourceror@sbcglobal.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/January%202012/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/January%202012/sourceror@sbcglobal.net
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 

General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 

8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm  

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Visitors Always Welcome! 

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 
Email  woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Next Meeting – March 1, 2016 

Using Inkscape 

Dave Dockstader 

http://www.fvwwc.org

