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Feb 2021– Mar 2021 

Feb 22 

(Mon) 

7:00PM Hand Tool SIG   

Zoom 

Feb 23 

(Tue) 

7:00PM Scroll Saw SIG   

Zoom 

March 2 7:00PM  General Meeting 

Zoom 

March 29 

(Mon) 

7:00PM Hand Tool SIG   

Zoom 

March 30 

(Tue) 

7:00PM Scroll Saw SIG   

Zoom 

Virtual Show and Tell  

For the April newsletter and April 6 zoom gen-

eral meeting, we will have a presentation of 

the show and tell projects that have been 

submitted since the March meeting.  Partici-

pating zoom presenters will be able to briefly 

discuss their project.  Want to have your pro-

jects included in the April newsletter and 

zoom meeting Show and Tell? Send your pro-

ject photos to Lee Nye:             

 roadbiker123@gmail.com    or 

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 
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Tips for Zoom Meeting Attendees 

To participate in one of our Zoom meetings you will need a laptop, tablet, or smart phone, pref-
erably with both microphone and video camera capabilities.  It is possible to participate with au-
dio only if you have no video camera or your internet connection is too slow.  The basic Zoom 
app is free and it is a good idea to go to the zoom website and download it to your computer or 
device ahead of the meeting.   

The SIG and General Meeting email notices will have a zoom link to the meeting and you may 
just click on the link to join the meeting - the necessary zoom software will download when you 
do if you haven't already installed it.  It may also have a phone number to join with your smart 
phone.  After establishing the zoom connection, you may have to wait until the meeting moder-
ator starts the meeting and adds you to the meeting.  Make sure you enable your audio and 
start your video when joining the meeting so you can be seen and heard.  For larger numbers 
of participants, the moderator is in control and may mute all participants and just enable one 
speaker at a time.  Be patient - this is a learning experience for all of us and we are likely to 
have a few glitches.   

Here are some suggestions for good zoom etiquette:  

Mute your microphone  
To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute your microphone when you 
are not speaking.  There is a microphone icon at the bottom left of your zoom screen that will 
show the status of your microphone.  Be aware that when you speak unmuted, you will be high-
lighted on the video for all to see and hear.  It can be very embarrassing to have your private 
commentary with your spouse or kids heard by all!   

Be mindful of background noise 
When your microphone is not muted, avoid activities that could create additional noise, such as 
shuffling papers.  Even a cough or sneeze will move the screen to you.   

Position your camera properly 
If you choose to use a web camera, be sure it is in a stable position and focused at eye level, if 
possible. Doing so helps create a more direct sense of engagement with other participants.  

Limit distractions 
You can make it easier to focus on the meeting by turning off notifications, closing or minimizing 
running apps, and silencing your smartphone ringer.   

If the moderator has all participants muted, you can signal that you have a question or comment by 
simply clicking on CHAT and typing a question mark ?   The moderator or cohost will recognize 
you in turn.   

Be careful to keep the meeting email to club members only - hackers have been known to zoombomb 
and disrupt meetings. 

 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/200941109-Attendee-Controls-in-a-Meeting
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 

The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, 

technical, or philosophical, but hopefully always entertaining. 

 

 
Down the Rabbit Hole 

Working with a wood lathe is like working with a magnet. It attracts you.  It pulls you in.   Spinning 

wood instead of a tool brings with it the lure of figuring out shapes you wish in the round.  This is 

an all new dimension heretofore not found when doing “flatwork”.  This term even has a kind of 

snob appeal to turners.  It’s as if wood turning is an advanced skill set far superior to that of gluing 

sticks together.   

There are lots of individual attractions to wood turning that can grab you.  First is learning the un-

known.  There’s speed for instance.  How fast do you spin the wood? Watch ten different 

Youtubes and you’ll get twelve different answers.  Many will say you need to feel for the vibration 

and adjust accordingly.  It’s as if you’re feeling for a heart rate and need to find the proper beats 

per minute.  

Choosing the tool to cut your wood is like picking a Christmas tree the week before Christmas.  All 

of them are shouting, “Pick me! Pick me!” It’s easy to think you should bring all of them home with 

you.  Eventually, one or two become your darlings.  Just keeping them in your hands is a comfort, 

much like holding  the remote for the TV when you are lolling in your easy chair.  Choosing to be 

buried with your favorite one is certainly a sign that you have the bug.  Making sure it’s sharpened 

properly before being placed in the coffin cements that idea.    

Choosing to go down the rabbit hole means to forgo other kinds of woodworking, an easy choice 

with all the ways you can occupy yourself with the lathe.  You eventually decide you don’t have 

time to do any other kind of woodworking.  It’s as if nothing else is as important.  There are signs 

of this malaise.  Here are a few of them: 

When you get up at 5am just to practice cutting a few beads on scrap wood you may be there.  

If you have more than thirty spindle gouges you will never come out of the hole. 

If you have more than three wood lathes, you’re hooked. 

When someone tells you that he is a woodworker and the first thing you ask what kind of chuck 

he uses, then you're plummeting down the hole. 

Finally, If you have sold all your other tools in order to buy a Oneway then you’re gone. 

Take heed, the hole is deep, the sides are slippery, and once you take the plunge it’s almost im-

possible to get back out.  Choose your steps wisely.   
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Mortise and Tenon Tips from Bill Pavlak 

I enrolled in the 2021 Colonial Williamsburg Working Wood in the 18th Century 
conference, held January 21 – 24, 2021.  The conference is sponsored in part by 

the Society of American Period Furniture Makers (SAPFM).  This year’s confer-
ence theme was Functional Furniture for the Home and Shop and was accom-
plished by both live streaming programming and prerecorded demo’s.  One of my 
favorite programs involved construction of a reproduction of an amazing writing 
table. Photo below is the original table that could expand to accommodate two 
users at a time.   

The builder is Bill Pavlak, a Colonial Williamsburg Master Cabinetmaker, 
who works in the Hay wood shop.  During his study of the original 18th 
century table, he had the CW furniture conservation lab x-ray some of the 
joinery.  The x-ray of a mortise and tenon joint revealed the uneven na-
ture of the mortise and tenon and that led to interesting commentary and 

a series of mortise and tenon tips from Bill Pavlak.  I think you might find 
them interesting too. 

 

 

 

As you can see from the       
x-ray (right), neither the mortise bottom nor tenon bot-
tom edge are square.  As Bill commented, 18th century 
woodworkers did not have the time to waste making 
things that do not show pretty. I have seen antique 18th 
century highboys with unfinished backs that were only 

one step removed from rough sawn lumber. Bill Pavla-
k’s commentary led to 7 mortise and tenon tips I 
thought worthwhile to cover here: 

1.  Do not worry if your mortise bottom is not flat and clean – no one will see it or care.  

 

2. The end of your tenons do not need to be square either, especially for hand cut.  Only the 

shoulders are important to be precisely square. 

 

3. If you are mortising thin stock or are close to 

the edges with your mortise, clamp the mor-

tise piece between thicker wood to avoid blow 

outs.  This is especially necessary for hand 

cut mortises where your chopping can be a 

little violent.  

Lee 
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Mortise and Tenon Tips from Bill Pavlak 

 

 

4. Try to keep your mortises square to 

the edge but you can tweak them if 

they are not too far off with a paring 

chisel (see next tip to check for 

square).   

 

 

 

 

 

5. Check a mortise for square with some “dummy” tenons in various sizes.  (Bill Pavlak keeps 

dummy tenons in several standard sizes for this purpose - below left).  Then check for square. 

 

 

6. Do your tenons last to get a nice tight fit into any tweaked mortises.  The tenon should fit tight 

but should not require heavy blows to seat them into the mortise.  Neither should the tenon be 

so loose it falls out of the mortise.   

 

7. If you end up with loose tenons, don’t shim 

them with veneer.  Glue on some tenon sized 

blocks and recut the tenon from scratch.   
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As a follow-on to last month’s library notes, our crack research team has completed the research 

compilations for Banks and Chess Sets. There are 33 different bank projects and 8 chess sets, 

turned and scroll sawn. 

 

 

 

Dave Dockstader resource@fvwwc.org 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:resource@fvwwc.org
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Da Big Raffle 

RAFFLE NEWS 

There is none!  The monthly raffle is still non-existent till we get back to in-person meetings.  We 
can only hope.  Meanwhile I'm still looking for a trail boss to assist me with the raffle du-
ties.  Send resumes to: tiredofshovelingsnow.com. 

 

  Norm Musur  nprint91@gmail.com 

Raffle and Silent Auction Committee 

  

General Meetings and SIG Meetings are Recorded  
 
If you miss a Zoom SIG meeting or General Meeting, most will be recorded and ac-
cessible to FVWWC members via our website.   If there is an exception, we will let 
you know.  To access a recorded meeting, go to the fvwwc.org webpage and log in.  
Then scroll down to the meetings section of the home page and click on the meeting 
title for the month you want.  You may have to click on prior meetings (on left) for 
previous years.  Meeting details will appear and you can select the SIG or General 
meeting recording you want.  You may find the newsletter and powerpoint files there 
too.   

FVWWC Board Opening 

There have been some changes and opportunities for the club's board.  The Programs Director  
position is open for 2021.   Please contact Tom Sharp or any board member if you are interested 
in taking on the planning role for the club’s programs.   
 

Tom Sharp  President, FVWWC  president@fvwwc.org 

http://tiredofshovelingsnow.com
mailto:nprint91@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
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HANDWORKS IS BACK IN 2021 
Handworks 2020 was canceled, but has been rescheduled for Friday September 3rd through Satur-
day the 4th of 2021.  Doors open at 9:00am CDT.  Admittedly, I'm a hand tool guy, but this is just an 
incredible event.  People I follow on blogs and makers who I respect are there to talk to directly. 

Michael Fross 

 

What is HandWorks? 

For the fourth time, join modern woodworking hand tool makers and fellow enthusiasts for a week-
end immersion in all things handwork. Unplug from the world of machines, dust and noise while lis-
tening to the crisp sounds of the hand plane, chisel and saw in a restored timber-frame dairy barn in 
the traditional, historic German village of Amana.   

You'll get to talk to the tool makers directly.  Typically, Lee Valley, Lie-Nielsen, Lost Art Press, Bad 
Axe, etc are there.  To see the full list of vendors, visit the website. 

How far is the Amana village in Iowa from here? 

It's approximately 3 1/2 hours from here.  Google Maps Link 

Special Presenter: 

Roy Underhill on Saturday @ 10:00am 

Yep, St. Roy himself. 

I'd pay thousands of dollars to be there.  How much does it cost? 

Handworks is a free event.  But given the fantastic vendors, bring some 
spending money.   If you are prone to drooling, bring a handker-
chief.  Also, you will want to register so you can be in the hopper for the 
great door prizes. 

Where can I go for more information or to register? 

https://handworks.co  (There does seem to be an issue with their security certificate.  You can click 
through to see the site.  I believe it to be safe.) 

If you stay in the right B&B, you might even be served breakfast by Roy.   

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Amana+Colonies/@41.7999795,-91.8702687,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87e5acf433ded2b1:0x9eb445dca5299a16!8m2!3d41.7999755!4d-91.86808
https://handworks.co
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Shout Out for Jeff Walsma 
 
 
The Art Beat for Fox Valley & Beyond featured a very nice article on FVWWC member Jeff Walsma 
with his wood chip bespeckled countenance on their front page.  Also included are some photos of 
his woodturning art.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you haven’t read the article, here is the link: 
 
https://www.foxvalleyartbeat.com/post/woodworker-jeff-walsma-knows-his-trees-how-to-shape-
them-into-art  

https://www.foxvalleyartbeat.com/post/woodworker-jeff-walsma-knows-his-trees-how-to-shape-them-into-art
https://www.foxvalleyartbeat.com/post/woodworker-jeff-walsma-knows-his-trees-how-to-shape-them-into-art
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Upcoming Mark Osgood Classes 

Marc Adams School of Woodworking 

Many of you will recall Mark Osgood presenting to FVWWC his amazing wood bicycles and some 

of his construction steps.  Here’s your chance to make a bicycle frame of your own at Marc Adams 

School of Woodworking as well as other classes Mark Osgood is teaching.   

 

 

Make Your Own Vacuum Pump and Pressing Table, May 1-2 

       This class is currently sold out but there may be cancelations. 

Build Your Own Laser: A Discussion and Roger Cliffe Memorial Foundation 
Fund Raiser, June 19. 

     This is a one day class.  I'll be auctioning off a 45W laser system and the funds will go to  

     the Roger Cliffe scholarship program.  The laser to be auctioned will be used as a demo in 

     the class, but otherwise it's brand new.  A case will need to be built (we'll discuss this in class   

     with plans) and an exhaust system built (again a class demo).  If the new owner wants a laser  

     cooler this will need to be added too. 

The Great Bicycle Frame Up, Sept 13-19, 7 days. 

     A class description can be found here: https://www.marcadams.com/product/the-great-bicycle-     
frame-up-with-mark-osgood/ 

      This is a class covering all the information on building one of my bicycle frames.  We'll also 

      look into all the accessories: handlebars, bottle cages, seats, water bottle, springs,    

      suspension, and wheels.  Students will build a 54cm sample frame. 

 

Mark Osgood, rollingartbicycles.com  

https://www.marcadams.com/product/the-great-bicycle-frame-up-with-mark-osgood/
https://www.marcadams.com/product/the-great-bicycle-frame-up-with-mark-osgood/
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Rich Escallier 
 
Wondering how to remove a blemish from a (fancy) tool, I called Bridge City.  They rec-
ommended Klingspor hand blocks.  I ordered some, they worked well.  It’s a solid abra-
sive and wearing away a layer exposes a fresh layer.  After finishing the project, they 
wound up on a shelf.  Recently, I’ve learned they work fine for cleaning up old tools. 
Coarse is expensive when buying just one.  Get the three pack.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Many shops are in the basement.  Some require a trip to an out building.  Either way, going to the 
shop can bring a chill.  After discovering lined jeans a few years ago, it’s become preferred winter 
attire.  Lined jeans are more comfortable in the basement shop, and going outdoors means less of 
a chill. Buy two and keep one pair clean (out of the basement) to make it past the fashion police.  
 

 

 

 

Product endorsement #1  

Bonus = lined jeans are on sale now at Farm & Fleet through March second or third.  They’re prob-
ably discounted other places too. 
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Rich Escallier 
 
Thanks to Alex Snodgrass and the DuPage Woodworkers for this tip 

 

The best way to flock a small item (drawer) is to lose the glue. Flock will stick to 

paint just fine, and paint will help hide unflocked spots. Craft paint from Michaels 2 

oz bottles, lotsa colors, cheap. Your wife might already have some in her Craftetoria) 

 

1 - Paint the inside of the item with acrylic paint that matches flock material and let 

it dry. 

2 - Put the flock in a zip lock bag. 

3 - Give the item a second coat of paint, and while wet, put it in the zip lock bag. 

4 - Seal and shake. 

5 - Remove the little flocker (over a garbage can). 

6 - Ask your wife to store the materials in her studio. Yes it will help if you’re flocking something up for 

her.  While you’re at it, slip in something about how much you like/love/need/____ her.   A base and two 

coats of paint is thicker than glue would be.  The extra texture makes a more luxurious feel. They like things 

that are flocking plush. 

And No Mess, No Clean Up 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Product endorsement #2 

Photo right - Howard’s  Restor A Finish 
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Ken Ebner 

Add an elevated handle, blade guard & stop to your crosscut sled. The elevated 
handle will keep your pushing hand high above the saw blade. It also prevents the 
sled from binding by ensuring you are pushing from the sled’s center. The guard 
will fully enclose the blade at the end of each cut. The stop will prevent sliding the 
sled so far as to bring the blade out of the back side of the guard. 
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Tony Evansky 
 
Bread Bag Tie TIp 
Ever wonder what to do with those bread bag ties?  Tony uses them  on tape rolls 
to avoid losing the ends.  This problem  is especially annoying with clear packing 
tape. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2021 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                              

 http://www.fvwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

 

Gary Freier 

I used to wear a mask while using the scroll saw and sanding. But due to 
my glasses fogging up all the time, I quit. Dug up my old CPAP mask and 
use this all the time. No more foggy glasses and breathing dust. Only fresh 

air.  Works great for sanding, sawing, anything with wood. 
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From 

 

This really is a kind of shortened Frugal Woodworker article or tip. For those who attended the last 

Scroll Saw SIG, it was presented there. For those scroll saw owners who were not sufficiently per-

spicacious to attend, here you go. Scroll saw users buy blades, lots of blades. They usually come in 

packs of a dozen and there are lots of different sizes (OK, they are all basically 5” long), but TPI and 

width specifications vary. When you are doing a project, it is not unusual to use a couple of different 

types, like a thicker blade for the outline and thinner blades for veins and detail lines. And what do 

you do with that half-used blade? You can’t just throw it away! You’d be excommunicated from the 

Church of the Cheap! They cost almost a quarter! Putting it back means you never know if the blade 

you just grabbed was new or used.  

 

The answer is a soda straw. You coffee drinkers may 

not see them as often, but for those of us seriously ad-

dicted to soft drinks, you get one with every purchase. 

Now you can be frugal and help reduce the plastic is-

land in the middle of the ocean at the same time by 

not tossing the straws in the trash. Here (left) are the 

plastic tubes I use to separate the different types of 

blades I have.  

 

The straws I have in my kitchen cabinet are all 9” long. Cut in half they make a 

perfect 4½” divider where you can put your used, but still viable blades. The 

straws separate the used blades from the new ones but they are still in the same 

container with those specifications clearly shown. I found the colored straws 

were easier to see in the clear containers, so I’m using them primarily. Word of 

warning. The McDonald’s straws are only 8¼” long. I guess that’s their attempt 

to reduce that plastic island. Anyway, cutting those straws in half yields dividers 

that are just a smidgeon over 4”, which is still useful in this situation. 

 

Dave Dockstader 



 

2021 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                              

 http://www.fvwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Lee Nye 
 

Bandsaw and drill press table magnetic clamp blocks. 

There are some things you will put up with in your shop until you are so 
frustrated that you finally stop and fix it.  These magnetic table clamp blocks 
are a good example of this.  The other day, I was attempting to clamp a 
stop block to the top of my bandsaw table.  First you must locate a piece of 
scrap wood that will fit the space under the bandsaw table between those 

cast-iron ribs. Then you try to hold the stop block, F- clamp, and underside 
table block in place and make fine adjustments to the stop block. It’s a big 
pain in the you know what.  Just in time I noticed a tip in a Woodsmith  
email newsletter for a drill press table magnetic clamp block that addressed my problem perfectly.  
I made a couple of these clamp blocks just in case I need to use two F-clamps at a time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can see these were just small scrap wood blocks (about 1” x 1” x 2”) with 1 inch rare earth 
magnets recessed with a forstner bit.  This size will easily fit the underside of my bandsaw table 
and stay put while I fiddle with the stop block and F-clamp above (below left).  When you are done 
using them, they will stick around out of the way (below right).  This idea will also work for your cast
-iron drill press table as Woodsmith suggested, with maybe bigger clamp blocks. Give it a try. 
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Tom Sharp 
 
I purchased a kit from woodturnerswonders that includes a super bright LED 
light, a bowl depth gauge, and a dust collection hood holder.  All three are 
on a track.  The track is normally mounted at the bottom of the skirt of the 
lathe with some screw clamps.  The problem is there is little maneuverability 
of the tools when mounted there.   

 
Instead of mounting it on the lathe I placed the kit's rail on a board that has 
its own track system.  I used Rockler's T track mounted to the wall and now 
have 20 inches of adjustability up and down.  It just so happens that the T-
track goes on each side of the window in my shop.  You don't need the win-
dow in order to put up the track.  Its just there to allow natural sunlight in and a nice view of the 
back yard. 
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We need your shop tips 

Photos of the topic are the easiest way to illustrate and explain it.  Use your smart phone and take 

a couple of photos of the topic.  You needn’t write a long essay to describe it – just a short para-

graph or two will usually suffice.  One newsletter had a write up about a splinter or sliver removal 

setup from Rich   Escalier.  Dave Dockstader submitted an article about the uses of Coroplast 

election signs. That gives you some idea of the vast possibilities for your tips.  Even an idea you 

have used that was published in a woodworking magazine is acceptable as long as you give the 

magazine credit.  Just as you do for show and tell projects, send your Shop Tips ideas to the 

newsletter editor, Lee Nye.   

Email to woodworkers@fvwwc.org or roadbiker123@gmail.com. 

Tom Sharp                        Saw Blade and Bit Sharpening 

It's time to get your dull saw blades together.   
 
3B Saw and Tool in Oak Park is willing to pick up table saw, planer, and jointer blades, as well as router 
and shaper bits to be sharpened and will return them after sharpening.  
 
3B will be picking up blades at my house this Monday.  If you have blades to be sharpened and would like 
to use this service, please drop the blade off at my house before Monday's pickup. They will return the 
sharpened blade to me and I will notify you of it's return.  
 
Payment will be due upon picking up the sharpened blade.  For a price guide see their web site at 
https://3bsawandtool.com/price-list .    
 
In the future, you can bring the blades to our regular meeting and I will return them at the next meeting. 
 
Tom Sharp 
president FVWWC 
2S965 Shagbark Dr. 
Batavia 

mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
https://3bsawandtool.com/price-list
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Arnie Bandstra 1                              

Chess Board 

Last month I showed the chess 

pieces (right) .  

 

 

 

 

This month I made the chess 

board. (below)  

Made of 1/2” MDF totally cov-
ered in veneer. Walnut and not 
sure what buff colored wood. 

Finished with shellac and wax.  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Arnie Bandstra 1                              

Chess Board and Storage Box 

Finally finished the whole set: pieces, board and storage box. Note the invisible hinge.  

Hinge thanks to Dale Freeman.  

Box lid veneer squares were left over from making the board. Note the box dovetails and the wood 

latch. Shellac finish. Blaise lining in box  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Arnie Bandstra 2 

Gun box latch 

I made this box for stor-

age of my Henry 22 cal.  

Was never satisfied with 

the latch until I saw this 

box latch in FW #179 Oc-

tober 2005. 

Made of 1/4” walnut and 

a steel wire pin. Shellac 

finish. I had to scrape the 

finish off where the latch 

mounts and I used CA 

glue.  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Gary Freier 
 
 

Pattern:  Steve Good - Tree Owl  

Material:  1/4" Baltic Birch Ply.  

Finish:  Watco Danish Oil  

Blade: Pegas #2 skip tooth 21TPI  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pattern:  Mike Williams - Wisdom and 
the Brave  

Material:  1/4" Baltic Birch Ply.  

Finish:  Watco Danish Oil  

Blade:  Pegas  "0" Spiral  

Cuts: 448  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Bob Harding 
 
I made this storage case for my wife’s rubber stamp collection.  The sides, top, bottom and the back are all 
thru dovetail joints.  Now I know why I could not find any details for a three way dovetail connection.  By tak-
ing it slow and planning it out and some sure luck I came up with a solution.  The wood is white oak stained 
with Varathane Weathered Wood Accelerator for a vintage old look.  I topped it off with wipe on poly.                                          
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Bill Knudsen 

A Shelf Box from plans in a Woodsmith article. Cherry with a finish of 50% Tried & True Oil Varnish 
and 50% Epifanes rubbed effect varnish (interior satin finish) 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Joseph O’Malley  Highboy 

I have done a few period pieces in the 
past, but this was the most ambitious in 
terms of size and scope. The Chippen-
dale style piece was made following a 
plan from a book on Early American fur-
niture.    I have been working on it on 
and off, over a period of several 
years.   The lower case was finished a 
couple of years ago and it was a stand 
alone Lowboy (Photos in last year’s 
April newsletter).  The upper chest of 
the Highboy was done over a two year 
period and completed late last year.    I 
particularly enjoyed learning to do the 
carving on both the upper and lower 
chests.   The wood is South American 
or Genuine Mahogany and it features 
ornamental carvings and several hidden 
compartments.   I also incorporated 
open dovetails in the case work.   It 
stands at 84 inches high and is 40 inch-
es across at the base. I used Sam 
Maloof's oil varnish finish. Multiple coats 
and all hand rubbed.  The ornamental 
carving and detailed hand work took a 
lot of time, but it was very satisfying and 
truly a labor of love.   
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Joseph O’Malley 
Highboy 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Jim Simnick 
 

I have made an executive cherry “L” shaped desk and bookcases to match.  The desk is solid cher-
ry with frame and panel sides with fluted inset corners.  Two three-drawer cabinets have frame and 
panel beaded drawer fronts on soft-close sliders.  The tops are hand planed with some witness 
marks remaining. 

The three bookcases are cherry with cherry-ply sides.  Backs are shop made bead board and all 
project trim shop made. 

Finish on all is my go-to cherry finish.  Sand to 150, then General Finishes pre-stain, Bartley’s PA 
cherry gel, followed by three coats General Finishes oil poly semi-gloss. 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Jim Simnick 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Tom Sharp 

 
The lathe handles are basic wood 
turning 101.  The gouges are made 
by D-Way tools and are specialized 
for making beads of various 
widths.  You can buy the handles 
made for them but unless you get 
one for each tool you have to keep 
moving the handle from one tool to 
another along with the bushing to fit 
the gouge diameter.  The handles 
are poplar.  Unfortunately, the shaft 
sizes are not standard so I had to 
buy drill bits in millimeters to match 
the size of the tools.  The ferrules 
can be purchased on Amazon in vari-
ous diameters.  Two different size 
ferrules were used to accommo-
date the tools.  I think they add 
a nice touch.  

The headboard was made for 
my daughter.  We worked to-
gether on the design.  She 
wanted lots of curves.  I want-
ed fancy finials. The base or 
back is mortised into the posts 
and then pegged with Miller's 
dowels.  The most difficult part 
of the task was determining 
how to transition from the posts 
to the finials. These went 
through several modifications 
before arriving at what is pic-
tured.  
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Special Interest Groups 
 
ShopSmith  Al John 
SIG Chair: ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 
Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:          ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 
  
Hand Tool   Arnie Bandstra 
SIG Chair:   Michael Fross  
  HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG             
                    

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG   

               Michael Rauchmiller  

             WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

 

 2021 Membership Dues 
 
Dues for 2021 - Club dues for 2020 will be ex-
tended into 2021.  That is, if you have already 
paid your dues for 2020, then you are set for 
2021.  If you have not paid your dues for 2020, 
then you need to pay for 2021.  At this time, our 
only option to pay is to mail in your dues. Print 
out the membership form from our website:  

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf 

Mail it in: 

FVWWC  Membership Chair   

PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL 60510-1041 

Make your checks payable to the Fox 
Valley Woodworkers Club. 

 
 
 

2021 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 

 

President: Tom Sharp 

 president@fvwwc.org 

Vice President:  Dave Burk 

 vicepresident@fvwwc.org 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 finances@fvwwc.org 

Secretary:  Bill Knudsen 

 secretary@fvwwc.org 

Programs:  VACANT 

  

Membership:  Eric Springer  

 membership@fvwwc.org 

Website Director  John Gesiakowski 

     webmaster@fvwwc.org 

Resources:  Dave Dockstader 

 resource@fvwwc.org 

Member-at-Large:  Michael Fross 

                                    memberatlarge@fvwwc.org 

Communications         Lee Nye 

Director:                        woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Raffles:  Norm Musur  

 Show & Tell MC:  Rich 

Russel 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

Shop Tour Chair: VACANT 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's Stuff/FVWWC/November/mbrady25@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC 2013/March 2013/dhpfaff@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
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      Hand Tool SIG 

 March 29 , 2021  

The Hand Tool SIG meets the Monday the week before the general meet-

ing.  If you’d like to join the mailing list for meeting updates and exciting 

hand tool conversations, please send an email to michael@fross.org. The 

Zoom meetings are recorded and can be seen via the FVWWC website 

after signing onto the site. 

We are always interested in topics so please send in ideas, items you’d 

are interested in discussing, or just want to share what’s going on in your shop.  

The next HT SIG will be  March 29 at  7:00 pm - mark your calendars. 

Remember that hand tools are the original cordless tools  

Arnie Bandstra and Michael Fross 

    HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

 
Scroll Saw SIG - February 23, 2021  

 
The next Scroll Saw SIG Zoom meeting will be Tuesday, February 23rd, 2021, 
at 7:00 PM. That is probably the same day that we publish this newsletter, so 
read this quickly or you’ll be late for the meeting. Since NO ONE volunteered to 
present this month, you will be forced to listed to Dave drone on about his take 
on a scroll saw jig originally presented by Steve Good.  (N.B. my mother taught 
me well about how to use guilt as motivation. Just ask my kids. I am still look-
ing for volunteers.) Steve came up with a circle cutting jig for the scroll saw. 
Dave has a variation that comes from a completely different angle. Don’t forget 
to send your project pictures to Lee at roadbiker123@gmail.com. If you can’t 
make the meeting (for whatever reason, technical or otherwise), our webmaster will have a record-
ing of the meeting available a few days later so you can see the meeting even if you missed it.  

 

Remember, social distancing does NOT apply to your scroll saw. 

Dave Dockstader    ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG  

No meeting scheduled  

Michael Rauchmiller (Rocky)     WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

 

mailto:michael@fross.org
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 

 

General Meetings held via Zoom video conference 

on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm  

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 
Email  woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

March 2, 2021 Program 

  James Wright 

Hand Planes and their many uses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check your email for the Zoom meeting link 

http://www.fvwwc.org

