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Calendar of Events 

Dec 2021, Jan 2022 

Dec 7,  

2021 

 No SIGS 

No General Meeting 

Dec 7,  

2021 

 CHRISTMAS PARTY  

CANCELLED 

 

Dec 15 

 

9:00 am 

FVWWC Breakfast 
Club 

Red Apple Restaurant 
414 S.  Schmale 
Carol Stream, IL  

Jan 4, 

2022 

6:30pm SIGS 

at   Bethany Lutheran 

Jan 4, 

2022 

7:30pm General Meeting  

at   Bethany Lutheran 

Show & Tell and Shop Tips  

Save your show and tell projects for the     

January 4 meeting.  If you can’t attend or your 

project is too big, send me your project pho-

tos anyway.   

We still need your shop tips for the newslet-

ter.  If you email them to Lee Nye by Decem-

ber 26, they will be in the January 2022 news-

letter.     

roadbiker123@gmail.com     

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

2021 Shop Tip Winners -  Page 2 

Shopsmith SIG RIP ?? - Page 3 

Raffle - Page 3 

Program ideas needed - Page 3 

President’s Sawdust - Page 4 

Editor’s Woodfiller - Page 5  

Library Notes - Page 6 

Shop Tips - Pages 7 - 9 

Show and Tell -  Pages 10 - 27 

Officers and Committees -  Page  28 

Special Interest Groups – Page 29 

January 4, 2022 Presentation  

Craig Clendening  

Craig will be giving a presentation on Frac-
tional Burning (Lichtenburg effect) with 

Epoxy filling .  He will bring samples of work 
and show a video, as well as equipment but 
will not demonstrate.  
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2021 Shop Tip Winners 

Each month the FVWWC Board votes on their favorite shop tip for the month.  

The Board decided to have three categories of awards:  1.Most Tips, 2.Best 

Idea, and 3.Time Saver.  Board members were not eligible for awards.   

 

THE WINNERS 

Rich Escallier won Most Tips (22)  

 

 

  BEST IDEA - Roland Kuhn 

   Hand Vise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              TIME SAVER - Joe O’Malley 

             Alignment Pins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winners will each receive a $25 Rockler Gift 

Card.  Thanks to all who submitted shop tips (we 

had 73 total tips through November) and keep them 

coming in.  We will have a new shop tip reward pro-

gram for 2022.   
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FVWWC Shopsmith SIG 

Calling all Fox Valley Shopsmith owners (or those who would like to 
be). First, a little history. The Shopsmith SIG is the first Special Interest 
Group ever formed in the club. They had their first meeting in February, 
2008. It met continuously until March of last year. But now it is in seri-
ous trouble. The SIG Chair suffered from severe TI (Technology Intimi-
dation) and was never able to handle Zoom. With the pandemic, the 
SIG then went on a forced hiatus. Now the chair has moved out of state 
and the SIG is in need of some serious life support. This is not like 

when you had to clap your hands to bring Tinkerbell back to life. If you are still interested in 
keeping the SIG in operation, please contact me and I will try to link everyone together to get 
the SIG off intubation. Otherwise, I’m afraid the Shopsmith SIG will just be another casualty of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
Dave Dockstader 

630-851-8118 

RAFFLE - RAFFLE - RAFFLE 

At the January meeting we will have the drawing for the task light assortment. This is 
a collection of 7 different types of battery operated lights you can use in your work-
shop.  One of them screws into a normal light socket providing 12,000 lumens of 
light. Others are cordless and can attach to your power tools to provide additional, 
task specific light.  One of them is perfect for that new lathe, jointer or bandsaw that 
Santa is going to bring you!  See them all (pun intended) at the January meeting, buy 
a ticket and maybe you can light up your woodworking life. 

 

Norm Musur & Bill Knudsen  

Raffle and Silent Auction Committee 

FVWWC Presentation /  Demo Ideas Needed 

If you have some ideas for a woodworking related program or demo for our general meetings, let 

our new Program Director, Bruce Metzdorf know what you like.  Perhaps you know of a good pre-

senter or maybe you could do a program for the club yourself  Please get in touch with Bruce:    

Bruce Metzdorf  programs@fvwwc.org 
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 

The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, 

technical, or philosophical, but hopefully always entertaining. 

A Woodworker’s Christmas Time 
 We ply our craft with patience and grace. 

Our work is slow though we try to race. 

There is much to be done. 

We think about what all that we do. 

For wives and children to name a few. 

The reason for our being. 

With our chisels, routers, lathes and planes, 

We craft chests, and dolls, and wooden trains. 

It is Christmas time now. 

The hours of work, they matter not. 

They are given with love, the whole lot. 

Yes, it’s worth the effort. 

These gifts will be offered in the morn. 

Then we’ll see smiles and a few tears born. 

  

    These are reasons enough. 

This wondrous time comes once a year. 

A day of laughter, a day of cheer. 

These are priceless moments. 

So let’s cherish the time in our shop, 

Making those things that make their eyes pop. 

Merry Christmas to all!  
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Woodpeckers Rip-Flip Stop Table Saw Accessory 

About 15 years ago I replaced my Powermatic contractor saw with a Delta 
Unisaw.  The Unisaw has been great, but the one regret I have is selling the 
Powermatic with a Vega Pro aftermarket saw fence.  The Biesemeyer fence is 
sturdy and holds alignment well, but the Vega fence had a micro adjustment fea-
ture on the T-square that allowed fine adjustments to the fence position.  No 
need for fist bumping to tweak the fence like the Biesemeyer’s and other similar 
fences.  I get regular emails from the Woodpeckers Company and when I re-
ceived a Black Friday sale offer on their new Rip-Flip Stop system, I checked it 
out.  The rip-flip system mounts a double t-track under the existing fence rail and has two flip up 

and down stops that travel in the t-track and lock 
down to save the fence position.  The flip-stops have 
an adjustment screw that functions very similar to the 
Vega and that caught my interest immediately.  You 
can easily scootch the fence over just a tad if needed 
using the stop adjustment screw.  If you want to save 
that fence position to return to later, just flip the stop 
down and move the fence for other cuts.   

The other unique feature of the rip-flip system is    
dadoes.  If you use the table saw with a dado set, 
you know how difficult it can be to make a tight dado 
fit for plywood. You just can not depend on the nomi-
nal thickness of plywood and the thickness even var-
ies among 

different types supposed to be the same.  How many 
times must you assemble the dado stack with various 
shims do a test cut, and then take it apart to add or re-
move a shim in the stack to get a nice tight fit.    

Well the Woodpecker rip-flip system solves that problem.   
You just couple the right and left fence stops together, 
adjust the screws to get the fit you like, lock them down 
to the t-track and you are good to go (photo right).  Make 
your cut to one side of the stops and then shift the fence 
to the other side.  Dado stack width is not critical, just 
make sure the dado stack width is over half the dado 
width. You don’t need 
shims and all your  chip-
pers for a 3/4 inch dado.   

Checkout my recent da-
does for t-track and a shelf  
(photos right). The Wood-
peckers Rip-Flip Stop sys-
tem is cheaper than a new 
Vega Pro fence and now I 
don’t miss the old Vega 
fence at all.   

Lee 
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Dave Dockstader and Roland Kuhn     

 resource@fvwwc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Our book sale raised $98 for the club. Thank you for all who participated and we hope you enjoy 
your new books. In the meantime, the library has added a bunch of Roy Underhill’s Woodwright’s 
Shop shows. Unfortunately, this is NOT all of them, so we are building up a cross-reference that 
will be available at the January club meeting, along with all the new DVDs. Since the Christmas 
Party was unfortunately cancelled, we will take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christ-
mas, Happy Hanukkah, and Happy New Year. We’ll see you in 2022. 

mailto:resource@fvwwc.org
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Lee Nye 
Chair Leg Shortening Method 

 
Every so often, someone approaches me to shorten the legs of a chair to fit under a 
kitchen island counter top.   One instance was a friend of my daughter who bought 
some bargain chairs at a flee market and needed the legs shortened.  Another was a 
close friend who ordered four very pricey bar stools relying on the furniture store’s cat-
alog info. When they finally arrived, she found that the stool arms would not fit under her counter 
top.  In fact it was way too high.  This could not be a better affirmation of the old adage “measure 
twice, cut once”.  I agreed to help before I knew how much these stools cost  - over $900 each!!!  
The “customer focused” furniture store wanted $600 to take the chairs back.  Determining how 
much to cut off was critical because obviously you can’t easily add length once the leg has been 
cut.  She decided that 4 inches would lower the stool enough.  One stool was completed first and 
taken home to make sure. 
 
The procedure I used may not be new to some of 
you, but I made three 4 inch solid blocks and one 4 
inch open block. These were made of construction 
lumber.  The open block guides a Japanese saw to 
make the cross cut.  Once cut, I used a solid block 
to support the cut leg and moved to the next leg.   
 
Hopefully, the next “customer” for leg shortening will 
need less than 4 inches cut off.  Like the legs, add-
ing on to the blocks is a little problematic.   
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Rich Escallier 
 
This month’s adaptation in the constant search to expedite cleaning tools that show 
up in the shop.  Spray simple green on one corner of a washcloth to wipe.  Spray Mur-
phy’s on another corner to shine and finish with either of the dry corners.  The wash 
cloth will dry shortly and holds up better than paper towels.  A chunk of shelf liner 
keeps the mess off the bench although a Murphy’s overspray shouldn’t be a problem.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rocky Rauchmiller 
 
I thought of this tip shortly after we had our first grandkid. My wife was watching our grandson dur-
ing the week and I noticed a lot of the baby food containers were small and plastic. Some even 
came with a resealable lid. These can come in really handy in the shop and can be reused or recy-
cled. 

• A small mixing pot for paint, stains, or dyes. 

• Small glue pot for gluing up small projects of repairs. 

• In both of the above, if there is a little delay between applications, you can snap on the lid until 
you are ready for it again. 

Doing a repair on a project that has some small hardware you need to remove, put it in a con-
tainer and snap on a lid. 

   The options are just about endless. 
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We need your shop tips 

Photos of the topic are the easiest way to illustrate and explain it.  Use your smart phone and take 

a couple of photos of the topic.  You needn’t write a long essay to describe it – just a short para-

graph or two will usually suffice.  One newsletter had a write up about a splinter or sliver removal 

setup from Rich Escalier.  Dave Dockstader submitted an article about the uses of Coroplast elec-

tion signs. That gives you some idea of the vast possibilities for your tips.  Even an idea you have 

used that was published in a woodworking magazine is acceptable as long as you give the maga-

zine credit.  Just as you do for show and tell projects, send your Shop Tips ideas to the newsletter 

editor, Lee Nye.   

Email to woodworkers@fvwwc.org or roadbiker123@gmail.com. 

Tom Sharp                        Saw Blade and Bit Sharpening 

It's time to get your dull saw blades together.   
 
3B Saw and Tool in Oak Park is willing to pick up table saw, planer, and jointer blades, as well as router 
and shaper bits to be sharpened and will return them after sharpening.  
 
3B will be picking up blades at my house. If you have blades to be sharpened and would like to use this 
service, please drop the blade off at my house. They will return the sharpened blade to me and I will notify 
you of it's return.  They haven’t been coming to my house lately, so turn around may be slow. 
 
Payment will be due upon picking up the sharpened blade.  For a price guide see their web site at 
https://3bsawandtool.com/price-list .    
 
In the future, you can bring the blades to our regular meeting and I will return them at the next meeting. 
 
Tom Sharp 
2S965 Shagbark Dr. 
Batavia 

mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
https://3bsawandtool.com/price-list
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SHOW AND TELL 

Name:  Alan Malmstrom 

Project:  Exciter foam speaker and subwoofer 

Wood: Oak stair tread (subwoofer) 

Finish: Varathane Early American 

Note: Exciter is on back side of foam panel 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chair is from the same plans as the 
bench (below) I made in 2019.  Plans were 
in Wood Magazine #170 - June/July 2006 

 

Name:  Lee Nye 

Project:  Patio Chair 

Wood: QS White Oak 

Finish: SW Oil-Based Deck Stain 

Name:  Lee Nye 

Project:  Table Top 

Wood: QS White Oak 

Finish: SW Oil-Based Deck Stain 

Note:  40” x 60” x 1 1/4” thick 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 
Name:  Arnie Bsndstra 

Project:  Small items box for stamp collector 

Wood: Walnut 

Finish: Shellac and wax 

Note:  Image applied to veneered lid by laser 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

Name:  Arnie Bsndstra 

Project:  Stable for a Nativity set 

Wood: Cherry 

Finish:  none 

Note:  base is 9” x 26”, peak is 13” 
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SHOW AND TELL 

Arnie Bandstra 

I am making these ornaments. A single 1x6 14” long makes 62 ornaments. White pine board cut 
into six strips with the cross-section shown in the drawing. Glue them first in pairs (Old Brown Glue) 
using small C-clamps, then clamp the 3-pairs together to make the star cross-section. Cut 1/8” slic-
es on the band saw. Spray white (used Survey Marking Paint to spray with can vertical) and imme-
diately sprinkle glitter. Drill 1/16” hole for hook.  The snowflakes are all end grain slices off the as-
sembled block made up of six 3/4” rhombus strips cut from a 1x6 board. The drawing shows the 
cross-section detail with dimensions of the individual strips and the orientation of the assembly of 
six strips to make a snowflake.  
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

Name:  Bruce Metzdorf 

Project:  Trivet 

Wood: Corian 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 Name:  Bruce Metzdorf 

Project:  Christmas Tree 

Wood: Red Oak w/ Walnut base 

Finish: Danish Oil 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 
Name:  Bruce Metzdorf 

Project:  Plate 

Wood: Walnut Crotch 

Finish: Poly 



 

2021 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                              

 http://www.fvwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

SHOW AND TELL 

 
Name:  Bruce Metzdorf  

Project:  Bowl w/ Turquoise Inlay 

Wood: Walnut 

Finish: Poly 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

 
Name:  Tom Krave 

Project:  Stool  

Wood: Various spare parts 

Finish: Oil 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Gary Fuller 

Project:  Bowls 

Wood: Walnut, Cherry, Apple, Elm, Maple, Locust 

Finish: Polyurethane and laquer 

Note:  Made with Ringmaster 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Rich Escallier 

Project:  Trivets (lower) 

Wood: Oak 

Finish: not yet 

Note:  finished in 1 hour 

Name:  Rich Escallier 

Project:  Jig to prevent vise rack 

Wood: Masonite 

Finish: no 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Rex Dailey 

Project:  Air Filtration Unit 

Wood: Baltic Birch 

Finish: Clear 

Note:  Twin Squirrel Cage Blower   
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Dave Van Norman 

Project:  Barn Art 

Wood: Poplar 

Finish: Latex Paint 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Rich Russel 

Project:  Stanley #78 Re do 

Note:  Great for tight spaces right up to the edge 

Name:  Bill Garbe 

Project:  Bowls  

NO PHOTO 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Jim Simnick 

Project:  Jewelry Box 

Wood: Cherry 

Finish: General Finishes Poly 

Note:  Quadrant hinges are challenging 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Tom Sharp 

Project:  Cutting Board 

Wood: Maple 

Finish: Mineral oil 
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SHOW AND TELL 

Arvid Meyer 

My daughter needed a nightstand, so I said I could make one for her. I found a picture of one she 
liked so I sketched up a plan. The top, drawer front and face frame are made from 3/4" red oak. The 
sides, back, and bottom are made from 3/4" red oak veneer plywood. I used biscuits to join the 3 
pieces of oak for the top. I also used biscuits to join the plywood together. For the face frame I used 
1/4" dowels to join the stiles and rails together. I used Varathane American walnut wood stain and 
satin polyurethane for the final finish.  
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Special Interest Groups 
 
 
Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:          ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 
  
Hand Tool   Arnie Bandstra 
SIG Chair:   Michael Fross  
  HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG             
                    

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG   

               Michael Rauchmiller  

             WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  
   

 

 2022 Membership Dues 
 
Dues for 2022 -  At this time, our  options to 
pay are to mail in your dues or come in-person 
to a meeting. Print out the membership form 
from our website: We do plan to collect 2022 
dues at our January meeting in person. 

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf 

Mail it in: 

FVWWC  Membership Chair   

PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL 60510-1041 

Make your checks payable to the Fox 
Valley Woodworkers Club. 

 
 
 

2022 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 

 

President: Dave Dockstader 

 president@fvwwc.org 

Vice President:  Dave Burk 

 vicepresident@fvwwc.org 

Treasurer:  Rich Hall-Reppen  

 finances@fvwwc.org 

Secretary:  Bill Knudsen 

 secretary@fvwwc.org 

Programs:  Bruce Metzger 

 programs@fvwwc.org 

Membership:  Eric Springer  

 membership@fvwwc.org 

Website Director  John Gesiakowski 

     webmaster@fvwwc.org 

Resources:  Roland Kuhn 

 resource@fvwwc.org 

Member-at-Large:  Michael Fross 

                                    memberatlarge@fvwwc.org 

Communications         Lee Nye 

Director:                        woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Raffles:  Norm Musur  

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel  

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

Shop Tour Chair: VACANT 

mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's Stuff/FVWWC/November/mbrady25@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC 2013/March 2013/dhpfaff@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
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Hand Tool SIG - January 4, 2022  

Firstly, I wanted to remind everyone that there will be no SIG meeting in De-
cember.  Secondly, I've been thinking about our SIG topics quite a bit over 
the last few days.  Wayne brought up the point that our SIG topics have 
drifted a bit away from hand tools during the pandemic.  He is 100% correct 
and, to be honest, I have struggled a bit finding good hand-tool content that 
worked remotely.  But now that we are back in person, I'd like to enlist eve-

ryone to help plan out our topics for 2022.  We can certainly rearrange if needed, but I do think hav-
ing a plan for the year will really help us stay on track and hopefully get people looking forward to 
topics. 

The other thing that occurred to me is that we do not need to do presentations.  I think having 
"round table sharing" topics where people bring in items and give them a spin on the bench would 
give a lot of people a chance to try out tools they may have never used.  We have a bench, so bring 
along some scrap wood along with your tools and we can try them out.  We'll just need everyone's 
help to clean up at the end. Ideas (in no specific order): 

Jan 2022 Topic:  Saw sharpening.  Don will discuss his class at Bad Axe   

Planning into tight spaces: chisel planes, bullnose planes, etc 

Laying out dovetails - through, half-blind, houndstooth, mitered, secret, etc 

Sharpening techniques 

Bring your favorite plane and let's discuss why you love it.  Can be any kind of plane 

Favorite marking and layout tools 

Boring: Braces and bits.  Some people may have never actually used a brace 

Clamping challenges and solutions for bench hand tool work 

The many varied usage and types of rasps 

Chiseling out waste for dovetails successfully 

Arnie Bandstra and Michael Fross 

    HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

Scroll Saw SIG - January 4, 2022  
The next Scroll Saw SIG meeting will be Tuesday, January 4th, 2022 at 6:30 
pm.  The topic this month is Adapting Fonts for the Scroll Saw. Dave will talk 
about some readily available fonts that can be used directly, as well as how to 
find new fonts and adapt them for the scroll saw. Current SIG members should 
check your email to suggest other topics and to sign up for presentations for the 
rest of the year. If you are interested learning how to use the scroll saw you 
have, this group is an excellent resource for expanding your knowledge and 
picking up tips and patterns. Don’t forget to bring in some samples of your work 
for discussion. . 

Dave Dockstader    ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG  - January 4, 2022 

I plan to discuss setting up a shop for the first time. I will also have some informational handouts, a couple of 
prints for small projects and a list of topics for the next several meetings.  

Michael Rauchmiller (Rocky)     WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 

General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 

8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm  

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Visitors Always Welcome! 

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 

Email  woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

December 7, 2021  

No Party and No Meetings 

http://www.fvwwc.org

