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ZOOM Meetings 

Unfortunately, FVWWC must defer our 

regular face to face meetings for the 

foreseeable future.   Instead we will be 

using a video conferencing service 

called Zoom to hold meetings.  See page 

2 for more information about participat-

ing in a Zoom video conference.  Current 

plans are to have the SIG zoom meetings 

on separate days the week before the 

general meetings.  For the July 7 zoom 

general meeting, Dave Burk will be doing 

a demo on putting texture on lathe pro-

jects and using a chatter tool.  

 Don’t miss it!   

Virtual Show and Tell  

For the July 7 zoom general meeting, we will 
have a presentation of the 24+ show and tell 
projects that have been submitted since the 
June 2  zoom meeting.  Participating present-
ers will be able to briefly discuss their pro-
ject.  Want to have your projects included in 
the newsletter or Zoom meeting show and 
tell.  Send your tips and project photos to Lee 
Nye:             

 roadbiker123@gmail.com  

or   

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

June - July 2020 

Date 

 

Time 

 

Event 

 

June 29 

(Mon) 

7:00PM Hand Tool SIG   

Zoom 

June 30 

(Tues) 

 7:00PM  Scroll Saw SIG  

Zoom 

July 7  

(Tues) 

7:00PM  General Meeting 

 Zoom 
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Tips for Zoom Meeting Attendees 

To participate in one of our Zoom meetings you will need a laptop, tablet, or smart phone, pref-
erably with both microphone and video camera capabilities.  It is possible to participate with au-
dio only if you have no video camera or your internet connection is too slow.  The basic Zoom 
app is free and it is a good idea to go to the zoom website and download it to your computer or 
device ahead of the meeting.   

The SIG and General Meeting email notices will have a zoom link to the meeting and you may 
just click on the link to join the meeting - the necessary zoom software will download when you 
do if you haven't already installed it.  It may also have a phone number to join with your smart 
phone.  After establishing the zoom connection, you may have to wait until the meeting moder-
ator starts the meeting and adds you to the meeting.  Make sure you enable your audio and 
start your video when joining the meeting so you can be seen and heard.  For larger numbers 
of participants, the moderator is in control and may mute all participants and just enable one 
speaker at a time.  Be patient - this is a learning experience for all of us and we are likely to 
have a few glitches.   

Here are some suggestions for good zoom etiquette:  

Mute your microphone  
To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute your microphone when you 
are not speaking.  There is a microphone icon at the bottom left of your zoom screen that will 
show the status of your microphone.  Be aware that when you speak unmuted, you will be high-
lighted on the video for all to see and hear.  It can be very embarrassing to have your private 
commentary with your spouse or kids heard by all!   

Be mindful of background noise 
When your microphone is not muted, avoid activities that could create additional noise, such as 
shuffling papers.  Even a cough or sneeze will move the screen to you.   

Position your camera properly 
If you choose to use a web camera, be sure it is in a stable position and focused at eye level, if 
possible. Doing so helps create a more direct sense of engagement with other participants.  

Limit distractions 
You can make it easier to focus on the meeting by turning off notifications, closing or minimizing 
running apps, and silencing your smartphone ringer.   

If the moderator has all participants muted, you can signal that you have a question or comment by 
simply clicking on CHAT and typing a question mark ?   The moderator or cohost  will recognize 
you in turn.   

Be careful to keep the meeting email to club members only - hackers have been known to zoombomb 
and disrupt meetings. 

 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/200941109-Attendee-Controls-in-a-Meeting
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This may only be important to the Scroll Saw SIG members, but I want to publish it to the entire 

club. If you own a Dewalt 788 scroll saw (one of the more popular models), I have assembled a 

maintenance DVD which includes several of the maintenance videos made by the Gwinnett Wood-

working Club out of Georgia as well as an Instructables.com document that goes through a 15-step 

maintenance process and the YouTube video on which it is based. This is more than you ever want-

ed to know about the Dewalt scroll saw, but it can really be life-saver for your machine. Those 15 

steps take almost as long as any other 12-step program. It took me 4 evenings to get the machine 

apart and then back together. But it should last another 20 years or so. Once we get back to physi-

cal meetings, I will have the DVD in the library. In the meantime, if you need any of these items, let 

me know and I will get them to you or tell you where to find them. The Gwinnett videos run from an 

hour to an hour and a half so, while they fit on a DVD easily, without physically handing you a DVD, 

it might be best if you viewed them on the Internet. Hopefully I can start putting some other mainte-

nance DVDs together for when we have meetings again.  resource@FVWWC.org.  

FVWWC Scroll Saw SIG 

 
The next Scroll Saw SIG in-person meeting is still anybody’s guess. By the time you read this, we 
will have had our second Zoom meeting. I sent everyone in the SIG the invitation. I have a sug-
gestion, however. I understand that Zoom has been releasing new versions, so to be on the safe 
side, check your version. Simply start Zoom, click on Settings (the gear icon on the upper right), 
select Statistics on the left of the window, and the version number will be displayed at the bottom 

of the Statistics page. If your version is not 5.1.0 (current as of this writing), go to the Zoom down-
load site (https://zoom.us/download), download the latest version, and install it. Remember, the 
SIG meetings will be on Tuesday the week before the regular meeting at 7:00 pm. That will be: 

        Jul 28, 2020  07:00 PM 
        Aug 25, 2020  07:00 PM 
        Sep 29, 2020  07:00 PM 
        Oct 27, 2020  07:00 PM 
        Nov 24, 2020  07:00 PM 
        Dec 29, 2020  07:00 PM 

For those of you who missed this meeting, a recording will be available and I will email all of you 
with that URL. Don’t forget to send pictures of your projects to Lee at roadbiker123@gmail.com. 
He will include them in our “virtual” Show ‘N Tell at the meeting.  

Remember, you can be closer than 6 feet to your scroll saw. 

Dave Dockstader    ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

mailto:resource@FVWWC.org
https://zoom.us/download
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
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Da Big Raffle 

RAFFLE NEWS 

Well, the Excalibur scroll saw is still the 
current raffle item.  If we don't have a 
meeting soon the saw will become 
even more valuable because it will be 
an ANTIQUE! 

I'm just kidding -- the Excalibur brand 
holds its value for many, many years of 
service.  In this pandemic quarantine 
I've used mine almost daily and it still 
hums along like it was new.  So when 
we meet again (sounds like a song title) 
drop by the raffle table to spend some 
of that stimulus money you got in the 
mail on a chance to win one.  $5 each 
or 3 for $10 will put your  name in the 
pot for the future drawing.  Thanks. 

 

         Norm Musur & Bill Knudsen  

Raffle and Silent Auction Committee 

FVWWC Board Opening 

There have been some changes and opportunities for the club's board.  Al John has recently 
stepped down from his Member at Large position. I have asked Michael Fross to step into 
his position for the rest of the term which he has agreed to do so.   
 
Additionally,  Steve Fox has announced he will no longer occupy the secretary position after 
the end of his term in December.  Therefore, the club will need a new secretary in January.  
If any member is interested in filling the position please contact me at your convenience. 
  
 
Regards, 
Tom Sharp 
President, FVWWC   
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Woodturning, like many other facets of Woodworking, can be a very enjoyable activity 
that relies on hand-eye coordination, past and newly acquired knowledge, presents 
challenges  to your skills and, provides an opportunity to be creative, Hopefully, the 
exercise   will be a very satisfying  one and result in a nice wood object.    The most 
important aspect of Turning is to always understand safety rules and operate in 
a safe manner.  If you cannot do it safely, do not do it at all.    

 

The focus of this article will be to identify and explain some fundamentals of turning 
safely.   There are many detailed articles on woodturning safely and I encourage eve-
ryone to read them for a more in depth understanding of safe operating practices.   

   A reference list is attached at the end of the article.      

  

LATHE COMPONENTS and SET UP 

 

The lathe is a well-designed tool for the rapid rotation of material i.e. wood   during 
which a cutting tool is applied to the rotating surface in order to create a desired 
shape.  Sounds easy, but it can be very hazardous if not done safely.   

 

        MAJOR COMPONENTS  

HEAD STOCK  with a threaded spindle   which is located in the front (or left as you 
face  the  Lathe) and  provides the rotation to the wood piece (via a faceplate or 
chuck).  It can rotate anywhere from a few hundred RPM’s to 3 or 4 thousand RPM’s 
– Much faster than you can react to it   

  

Faceplate, Chuck, or Drive Center   These are the components that attach the ma-
terial to the head Stock and hold it in place while the piece is turning.    

  

TAIL STOCK   The back end or Tail fixture (on the right as you face the lathe) which 
secures and  holds the back  of  the material in place and establishes the end of the 
axis line       

 

FVWWC Shop Safety  

Woodturning Safety,  Joe O’Malley. 
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The Axis line :  An invisible line   that runs along the Lathe Bed from the center of 
the Head Stock to the center of the Tail Stock (  Left to Right as you face the lathe).     
This Axis line will always be the center line of the material that is being shaped.   
This is important because the exterior surface edge  of the wood piece will not 
conform or spin  smoothly  along  the Axis line until the piece is rounded into bal-
ance.   Until you get it shaped into round, the piece will be unbalanced on the lathe 
and will run rough- causing vibration and irregular surface contact with the cutting 
tool.  If not mounted and secured properly between the Head Stock and Tail Stock 
the entire piece, or parts of the piece can fly off the lathe and at you.   When rough 
turning, you can easily get catches or gouges in the spinning wood causing 
you to lose control of the cutting tool.  This can be very unsafe- so always be 
careful when turning irregular shaped material.   

 

Tool Rest :  is an adjustable fixture that helps support the cutting tool as it extends 
out over the edge of the lathe bed and cuts into the surface of the spinning material.    
More on this later 

  

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPEMENT   

Be sure to have the proper PPE for turning.  

Face Protection   A full Face shield covering the head from forehead to neck is 
essential. It should be ANSI rated high impact polycarbonate.      You should al-
so consider wearing tight fitting safety goggles under the face shield to avoid getting 
dust in your eyes.   As noted above, most modern wood lathes are capable of any-
where from a few hundred to over 4000 rpms.   At those speeds an object coming 
off the lathe (large or small) will hit you long before your brain has a chance to 
even recognize it, let alone react to it.     Often the speed of this object will carry 
potentially very damaging force with it.     

 

Hearing protection - and Dust protection are essential.    Over time you can do 

irreparable harm to your hearing and or lungs if not protected.  The very small dust 

particles you cannot see- particularly in sanding - can cause serious damage to your 

lungs.  They have been properly categorized as carcinogens.   Lathes are very effi-

cient in sending fine dust particles into the air.    For this reason, a small particle 

Dust collector that removes dust from the air is highly desirable.  If that is not 

feasible, wear a dust particle mask or ventilator mask which is designed to stop 

small particles from entering your lungs.     It is also helpful to position a fan  

Woodturning Safety, Joe O’Malley 
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to take the dust laden air away from you.   Remember, these very small parti-
cles can float in the air for a long time.   So keep your protective gear in place and 
operating after you stop the lathe.      

Lathes and Dust Collectors can generate high levels of noise. This can cause in-
cremental ,  but  permanent  loss of hearing.   Use  proper  Hearing protection 

 

Do not wear loose clothing, rings, necklaces, etc.  Anything that would hang 
loose including long hair, (which should be tied back while turning), could poten-
tially get caught by a spinning lathe and could pull you into it.     

 

MOUNTING THE WOOD PIECE ON THE LATHE   

 

SPINDLE TURNING    VS    BOWL TURNING    

 

While the shape of cutting tools are different, the principles of securing and mount-
ing the piece for turning are very similar.     The more positive holding surface at 
the Head Stock (driving end) the better,   

  

FACE PLATES  and   DRIVE CENTERS  

For holding power, a Faceplate is usually more desirable than a Drive Center.   
Particularly for Bowl Blanks. (Use Wood Screws- not thin Drywall screws) Howev-
er, a Faceplate may not always be feasible, and usually not possible for Spindle 
turning where you have smaller sizes and are securing the wood in the end grain.    
In these cases, a Drive Center is the better option.  Make sure it is seated as deep 
into the end grain as possible to maximize holding power.    

 

TAIL STOCK 

 

Always engage the Tail Stock on the end of the piece to help hold it in place 
while you are turning.   If you get a bad Catch while rough turning, the Tail Stock 
will support the piece and can help avoid a very nasty impact if the piece comes 
flying off the lathe.    

The more irregular the starting material shape is, the rougher or unbalanced it will 

run until enough material is removed to get it into balance along the Axis Line.     

Woodturning Safety, Joe O’Malley 
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Determine the best method to mount the wood for the final shape you want, and en-
gage the tail stock in the center of the Axis line.   

 

Tool Rest    

  Next, set up the Tool Rest to maximize your control and leverage when you begin 
to shape the material.  The Tool Rest should be positioned as close to the cutting 
surface as practical.  This will provide a fulcrum point (where the tool touches or 
rests) that provides you with maximum leverage in controlling the cutting tool.      
The more control you have over the cutting tool the safer you are.   The Tool 
Rest also serves as a sort of shock absorber, by transferring some of the im-
pact force generated by the cutting tool down onto the Lathe bed and not back 
into your hand and arm.   Always keep the cutting tool held firmly down onto 
the tool rest.  Again  ALWAYS KEEP HANDS AND FINGERS BEHIND THE TOOL 
REST 

 

Once the material is mounted between centers, always hand turn the piece on the 
Lathe to see if there is enough clearance.   Does it clear the Lathe bed and Tool 
Rest?   If not- do not turn the Lathe on until this is corrected.  

Always remove the chuck key (or other jaw tightening tool) from the chuck before 
you turn on the lathe.    

 

 TURNING AND SHAPING THE WOOD 

We always do the best we can to properly mount the piece before turning.    Howev-
er, sometimes the centrifugal force of an unbalanced or irregular shaped piece can 
cause it to rip out and fly off the lathe.   If that happens, and if you are positioned in 
front of the Head Stock to begin cutting, you could be standing directly in its path    
This is the Red Zone or impact Zone Always stand aside and to the left  of the Head-
stock when you initially start up the Lathe. This is a final safety check that does not 
expose you if the piece comes flying off the Lathe.   Once you are confident the 
piece is secure, you can get in position to begin turning   

 

Note: 

Assuming the wood holds in place you can begin cutting safely.  Remember, sharp tools mean 

fewer catches and better control.     Catches can happen to anyone and result in a piece of mate-

rial flying off the lathe toward you before you even realize it occurred.  How fast should I Turn? 

Woodturning Safety, Joe O’Malley 
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There are some tables at the end of the article which are a good guide.  In General you should start 
out slow at lower RPM’s and  take very light and gradual cuts,  Be patient , it takes a little longer, but 
is definitely safer,  gradually as you get the pieced turned to a state where it is running balanced, 
you can increase RPM’s and begin to take heavier cuts.   

 

When the Lathe is running never put your hand/ fingers past the outside of the tool 
rest.      If you do, and you get an unexpected catch (they all come as a surprise and 
are instantaneous) your hand/fingers could get severely damaged.   Sometimes you 
may be tempted to lean out over the tool rest to get a closer look at the spinning sur-
face being shaped.   DON’T DO IT   IT’S NOT SAFE     

 

 As you cut material away, there will be several times when you need to adjust the tool 
rest to bring it closer to the cutting surface.    Always stop the Lathe before you put 
your hands in to the danger zone to change the tool rest position.        Even experi-
enced Turners sometimes ignore this rule and expose themselves to a potentially seri-
ous injury.      The few seconds you may save do not compare to a trip to the Emer-
gency Room.   

 

 

 

FINISH SANDING 

It is often convenient to do the finish sanding while the piece is still mounted on the    
lathe.   Always remove the Tool Rest before you extend your hands over the Lathe to 
sand the piece.   As noted above, always have dust collection systems in place and 
use proper PPE for dust before you begin sanding  

 

 

SUMMARY     

This article has been a general review of the basic fundamentals of Turning 
Safely.    You should consider it a beginning point, and I encourage you to 
read other articles to gain a more in depth understanding of these Safety 
principles.      There is a wealth of information on the web and you should 
review it to get a better understanding of the subject.    It is time very well 
spent if it prevents an injury.  

Woodturning Safety, Joe O’Malley 
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Here are just a few resources that I found helpful:  

 

• www.FineWoodworking /2009/04/01   Safety Manual woodworking Lathe 

• Woodworkers Journal 2004     Top 10 Safety Tips    Steve Blenk 

• Chicagowoodturners.com    

•  Checklist for turning safely  John Kelsey - American Association of    
Woodturners      www.woodturner.org 

• Windy City Woodturners   windycitywoodturners.com 

• Wood Lathe Safety Rules- Valley  Woodworkers of West Virginia  

• Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety) Woodworking     
Machines – Wood Turning Lathes   ccohs.com 

• U Tube Videos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1 – Recommended Lathe Speeds Recommended Lathe Speeds 

Diameter of Work Roughing rpm General Cutting rpm Finish Cutting rpm 

Under 2” 1520 3000 3000 

2” to 4” 760 1600 2290 

4” to 6” 510 1080 1500 

6” to 8” 380 810 1125 

8” to 10” 300 650 900 

10” to 12” 255 540 750 

12” to 14” 220 460 640 

14” to 16” 190 400 560 

16” to 18” 175 325 450 

20” to 24” 175 260 375 

Woodturning Safety, Joe O’Malley 
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Many thanks to Rocky Rauchmiller 

for this  well written article on 

wood movement.   
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or 

philosophical, but hopefully  

always entertaining. 

Cleanliness 

 

I love retirement.  Within reason, I get to do pretty much what I want.  That includes time in the wood shop.  

With its use, comes the proportional amount of cleaning that goes with the project.  Pre-retirement, I worked 

on one project at a time.  Now that I have more time I have more projects.  Not only is there more cleaning 

but now I have piles of tools, wood, and accessories in a number of spots in the shop.  So what to do?  The 

level of cleanliness and order in a shop is not necessarily akin to the home.  Wife cleans the house, husband 

cleans the shop.  Those two don’t have to match.  Unless the house management demands a certain level, 

you may have the freedom to determine how clean it’s supposed to be.   

I think cleanliness can be divided into four different levels.  The lowest is the match test.  This is a simple 

process to determine whether your place falls in this category.  Light a match.  Throw it in a corner.  Can you 

stay in the shop five minutes afterward?  The smoke didn’t fill your lungs?  Are you still there after twenty 

minutes?  If so, this is not your level.  The fire marshal is not needed at this time.   

The second level raises the stakes toward being clean.  The test for this step is in the feet.  If you walk 

across the shop and know where your footprints are this is a pretty good sign.  Conversely, if the sawdust 

follows you out of the shop a couple of steps then this too is a sure indication.  This goes along with nudging 

one of the cabinet tools with your hip and leaving a nice stripe of sawdust where the contact was made.   

Moving up to the next grade brings you to a more professional level.  You have a good dust collector. Proba-

bly have an air cleaner mounted to the ceiling too.  When you’re done with a project, you clean the whole 

shop and put everything back in place and it’s now ready for the next job.  If you have windows, they are 

cleaned at least once a year.  You can eat off the workbench without a dining cloth.   

The highest level of cleanliness is called the mother-in-law’s touch.   This includes a brown glove test.  A 

brown glove is used because almost all sawdust is lighter in color.  If you can run your hand with a brown 

glove along the length of your bench and not see any dust on your finger then you are right there.  Do you 

wipe down the pipe’s for collecting dust quarterly?  A sure check in the box for this kind of clean is having a 

bottle of Mr. Clean floor cleaner, Pledge spray wax, Grease Lightning, and Windex in a tote box that’s la-

beled “Essentials”.  There’s a schedule for the year of when to clean your table saw blade for the year taped 

inside the saw’s cabinet.  

All these examples are good indicators of what level you fall in.  I don’t think there’s any reward in heaven for 

being in one category or another.  However, and you already know this, there may be rewards and punish-

ments via management at home.  Whatever you choose, be proud of it.  Less cleaning time means 

more project time.  More cleaning ensures you know where your tools are at.  Whatever you 

choose, enjoy your shop.  
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Happy Father’s Day 

I hope the Fathers among us had a happy Father’s Day.  Maybe you even got a  

gift of a tool of some kind.  I did enjoy the ad from Woodcraft I think, that showed 

a man in his workshop asking if he looks like someone who wants a tie for        

Father’s Day?  Well, I did get a tool for Father’s Day from one of my daughters, 

but my favorite gift was this drawing from my little granddaughter in a card.  You 

can see why below and it really warmed my heart.  This shows “me” the tall guy 

with hair in the middle and my granddaughter on the right standing on a stool working at the bench.  

As dads, we have hopes that our offspring or grandkids will take an interest in our woodworking 

craft.  This is a good beginning.   

Lee 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Given that we are precluded from our usual face-to-face Show and Tell, we can still share / brag 

about what we have been making in our woodshops.  Just email your project photos and descrip-

tion to Lee Nye at roadbiker123@gmail.com or message them from your smartphone to 630-605-

6373.  Here is what I have received in time for the July newsletter.   

 

   
Arnie Bandstra 

I made the headboard and night stand 

about 15 years ago. We had a set of very 

cheap nesting tables that were unbefitting 

of a respectable woodworker. I made the 

oak nesting tables just before the pandem-

ic. Red oak (using many scraps in the 

shop), Minwax oil base stain and polyure-

thane 

Bill Knudsen 

I am sending my latest Covid 
project for Show n’ Tell.  A 15” 

diameter lazy Susan with a 
base of ash and a top of maple 
and walnut. The finish is Tried 
and True with a topping of shel-
lac. 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Gary Freier 

DOCTOR PLAQUE  

Pattern - Sue Mey  scrollsawartist.com  

Material - 1/8" Baltic birch ply  

Finish - Watco Danish Oil Natural  

Blade - Pegas #2 skip tooth 21 tpi  

 

 

NURSE  

Pattern - Sue Mey  scrollsawartist.com  

Material - 1/4" Oak  

Finish - Watco Danish Oil Natural  

Blade - Pegas #2 skip tooth 21 tpi  

 

FALCON (below) 

Pattern - Woodworkers Pattern Book  

Material - Maple  

Finish - Watco Danish Oil Natural & Minwax 

polyurethane gloss  

Blade - Pegas #2 skip tooth 21 tpi  

 

 

FREESTANDING EAGLE (below) 

Pattern - Sue Mey  scrollsawartist.com  

Material - 1/2" Cherry & Maple  

Finish - Minwax polyurethane clear gloss  

Blade - Pegas "0" spiral  &   #2 skip tooth 21 tpi  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Ken Ebner 
 

This jewelry box is for a granddaughter. I avoided shopping as the lumber was in my collection. 

The box is walnut with mitered corners with contrasting splines.  Two-levels of trays inside are 

1/4” poplar with 1/4” plywood bottoms. The top tray slides from side to side for full access to the 

lower level.  The bottom of each section is covered with faux suede. The lid has mitered corners 

with contrasting splines and slats of tiger maple divided by thin walnut strips. Finish is lacquer  

Doug Pfaff 

Collapsable Bowl 

Mahogany w/ Watco Oil  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TALE 

Rich Escallier 

We were on a treasure hunt one morning many years ago, looking for old hand tools or other 
goodies at a flea market, garage or estate sale.  She said “Wait, what was that”?  Just like a 
school bus driver, I slow and pull over because ‘We brake for junk’.   In this case it was even bet-
ter.  A pair of patio gliders with a connecting table were out waiting for the garbage guy. They 
were a blend of forest green through the undergrowth and moldy broken cedar.  Ugly, would be a 
generous description.  The frame might be ok if cleaning didn’t uncover any monsters.  While ex-
amining, the homeowner came out and explained that she tried to get ‘him’ to fix the set, and had 
finally given up. She claimed they were very comfortable, so we stuffed them in the toaster (silver 
Toyota Scion), and cautiously drove home. I cut replacement boards, and gave them a few coats 
of poly. They looked good, were comfortable, and fit well on our patio.  They begged a little atten-
tion for a couple of years before we moved.  The wood had weathered, the forest green frame 
looked dated, and the angled table holding them together wasn't a good fit for the new 
porch.  The design committee ‘suggested’ we freshen them up. The suggestion was presented in 
a way that left me thinking it was my idea (what an enviable talent) and that it was more important 
than the plane till that was planned for.  The original owner was right, they were comfortble.   She 
chose colors, cleaned and sprayed the frames. I cut the table away, planed off a couple layers, 
and stained the wood just like I was told. Patio gliders 3.0 looked good as new. Now that the easy 
part was done, ‘we’ ‘needed’ a matching table.   

Any good woodworking story deserves a visit from The Sorcerer, and Dave sent a few plans. We 
choose a Portuguese Folding Table. A plan from Popular Woodworking 10/2011 was the right 
size, scale, and most importantly, was approved by the committee.  After purchasing cedar and 
studying the plan, a couple pieces were missing from the cut list and some of the dimensions did-
n’t make sense.  The knitting guild stepped in.  Before starting on a project, they google the name 
of the project, and the term Errata. adding the year will bring the most current update.  From dic-
tionary.com 

Errata = a list of errors and their corrections inserted, usually on a separate page or slip of paper, 
in a book or other publication; corrigenda. 

It’s at least the third specific Woodworking lesson from the knitting guild.  

Rule #1. “Finished is better than perfect”, 

 

Rule #2 “The 20 second test”.  The 20 second test applies to mistakes.  If you’re worried about 
taking the time to fuss over (trying to fix) a mistake, show the project to a peer. If in 20 seconds, 
their eyes or fingers are not drawn to the imperfection you’re worried about, see rule #1. 

 

Rule #3. Use google, the project name, and errata 2020 to check for updates before starting on a 
project from a magazine. 

 

Materials used = Cedar, Stainless screws and acorn nuts, Behr stain, Rustoleum spray 2x.  In ret-
rospect, I would have purchased and cut enough materials to make 2 tables, and would have 
used stain over spray paint. 

Photos next page 
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Rich Escallier 

Mark Drogos 

A box made a few years ago.  The unique part is it has a secret compartment.  When 
the back panel is lifted up slightly, a hidden bottom drawer is able to be pulled out. 
Wood:  Maple and Walnut    Size: roughly 9” x 11” x 5” 
Plans:  Woodsmith magazine issue #83   October 1993 
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Tony Evansky 

The attached pictures are of my in process silk purse from Lowe's prime grade 2x6  and 2x4 lum-
ber.The picture of boards painted white is where the project stands as of today....it needs two more 
coats of water based satin finish to justify saying they are done.  

The unpainted but assembled unit is what the loft beds 
will look like when assembled in Maryland.  

Lee Nye 

Smart phone or tablet stands (times 9) 

Steve Good patterns, White Oak, Red Oak, Fin-

ish: Tried & True  

Note:  Wife saw Dave Dockstader’s stands (last 

month show and tell) and thought it might be 

nice for me to make some for the grandkids. 
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Bill Hochmuth 

An Inkle loom for making narrow straps for 
instruments, belts, ties and others.  An item 
that’s been around for centuries.  I made 
this one for the weaver in our house, now 
maybe she’ll leave me alone.  Maple and 
Cherry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Burk  

Most of you know Dave Burk, our club VP and perpetual forgetter of his 

club badge at meetings.  Dave has worked at Fermi Lab for almost 40 

years and often is called upon to make models of some of their instru-

ments and equipment.  There is a really nice writeup about Dave in the 

Fermi News and it does show some of the woodworking items he has 

made.  Last month his wood model of a superconducting cavity was pre-

sented in the virtual show and tell.  Check out this link to the Fermi news 

article:  One minute with Dave Burk, senior technical specialist  

Mike Bridger 
 

 I built a Welsh Stick Chair following the instructions in 
Chapter 18 of 'The Anarchist's Design Book' by Christopher 
Schwarz.  Legs, arms and crest rail are cherry from south-
ern Indiana.  The seat is white pine from a sawmill in Michi-
gan's U.P.  The 'sticks' are 5/8" oak dowels from Home De-
pot.  Wipe-on finish is homemade: 1/3 mineral spirits, 1/3 
spar varnish, 1/3 boiled linseed oil.  It a lot nicer looking than 
this crappy photo image.  

https://news.fnal.gov/2020/06/one-minute-with-dave-burk-senior-technical-specialist/
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Roland Kuhn 

Finally finished the eagle I showed in my presentation.  

Mostly walnut as you can see with a little Aspen for the head and tail feathers. A little yellowheart 
for the feet and beak really adds a little color. The eye at only a quarter inch in diameter is bicol-
ored with a ebony pupil. Took many months to complete with the carving taking up a lot of that 
time. 
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Larry Ciesla 

1. Mountain dulcimer.  Top is Curly Maple, body of Cherry, fretboard Wenge. 

2. Prototype out of construction lumber of a possible design for a round table out of Cherry.   

3. Knife made out of a railroad spike in my blacksmith shop. 

1 

2 

3 
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Gary Fuller  

These are three trays I just finished. They are 

made of spalted apple that was originally on land 

that I owned in Aurora. I got the logs and cut 

them into slabs that I dried in my garage. They 

were all hollowed out with my cnc because that 

gave me a better surface. It may have taken long-

er but I could do other things while it was running. 

The crotch tray was really easy to program be-

cause I laid it out on the top of the piece and 

carefully measured the length of the sides and 

the angles. I then entered those into the computer 

and with very minor adjustments it was ready to 

run. The other two are simple rectangles. I almost 

got into trouble on the crotch one because I pro-

grammed it to cut 1 3/8" deep and the face of the 

router came within 1/16" of the piece even though 

I had put a minimum length of the bit into the rout-

er. 

Another surprise I had was when I was putting on the finish on the one with the gray area toward 

one end. That area was softer than the surrounding surface and I had to put on three coats of 

spray polyurethane before it looked like it had any finish in that area. It soaked it up like a sponge.   

The two rectangular trays are gifts and will be going out soon. The crotch tray is staying here be-
cause I love the many variations in color and grain. Few pieces of wood have so much variety as 
this piece with the crotch, spalting and unusual grain.  
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Woody Johnson 

I’ve wanted to make this tool cabinet ever since I read a 2007 article in 
Fine Woodworking (FWW #188, pp. 40-45) by Jan Zoltowski. I finally just 
finished my cabinet based on his design and I’m looking forward to hav-
ing a more organized shop. The main cabinet is put together with finger 
joints cut on a table saw. Baltic birch plywood with teak oil finish. 
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Arvid Meyer  

Accent table 

I built this table for a couple of reasons. One, we needed a small table for a spot in our living room. 
Second, I wanted to make a project that involved bending wood into a curved shape. The table is 
made out of solid Oak for the top, shelf, and legs. The curved front is made out of three pieces ¼” 
Oak veneer plywood.  I made a form the shape of the curve and bent the plywood around the 
curved form. I dampened the plywood with water. I used gorilla glue to glue the laminations. Gorilla 
glue is good to use with wet wood. Everything worked out well. I finished it with Minwax Special 
Walnut stain and two coats of polyurethane.  
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Special Interest Groups 
 
ShopSmith  Al John 
SIG Chair: ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 
Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:          ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 
  
Hand Tool   Arnie Bandstra 
SIG Chair:   Michael Fross  
  HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG             
                    

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG   

               Michael Rauchmiller  

             WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

 

 2020 Membership Dues 
 
Dues for 2020 can be paid at the general meetings - 
just see Eric Springer at his table before the meet-
ing or during break.  Dues are still $30 per individual 
which includes the whole family.  Please note that 
family members must reside at the same address.  
Our by-laws require payment of dues by Febru-
ary 15.  Members unpaid after that time are re-
moved from membership rolls and mailing lists.   

At this time, our only option to pay is to  mail in your 
dues.  Print out the membership form from our web-
site:  

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf 

Mail it in: 

FVWWC  Membership Chair   

PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL 60510-1041 

Make your checks payable to the Fox 
Valley Woodworkers Club. 

2020 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 

 

President: Tom Sharp 

 president@fvwwc.org 

Vice President:  Dave Burk 

 vicepresident@fvwwc.org 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 finances@fvwwc.org 

Secretary:  Steve Fox 

 secretary@fvwwc.org 

Programs:  Dan Jarodsky 

 programs@fvwwc.org 

Membership:  Eric Springer  

 membership@fvwwc.org 

Website Director  John Gesiakowski 

     webmaster@fvwwc.org 

Resources:  Dave Dockstader 

 resource@fvwwc.org 

Member-at-Large:  Michael Fross 

                                    memberatlarge@fvwwc.org 

Communications         Lee Nye 

Director:                        woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Raffles:  Norm Musur  

 Bill Knudsen 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

Shop Tour Chair: Bill Knudsen 
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.      Al John    

  ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 
 

 

                     Hand Tool SIG 

June 29, 2020  

The next Hand Tool SIG will be a Zoom video conference at 7:00pm on    
Monday, June 29, 2020  Look for an email with the Zoom link and / or call-
in phone number.    

 

Arnie Bandstra and Michael Fross 

    HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

Scroll Saw SIG  
June 30, 2020  

 
The next Scroll Saw SIG will be a Zoom video conference at 7:00pm on    
Tuesday, June 30, 2020  Check your inbox for an email with the Zoom link 
and / or call-in phone number.  (See page 3 for more details.) 
 

Dave Dockstader    ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG  

No meeting in July  

Michael Rauchmiller (Rocky)      

WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

ShopSmith SIG 

No meeting in July  

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 

 

General Meetings held via Zoom video conference 

on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm  

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 
Email  woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Dave Burk - Texture on the Lathe 

Zoom Meeting scheduled for July 7 

Check your email for the link 

http://www.fvwwc.org

