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September 2020 

Hopefully, we will be able to resume our reg-

ular meetings well before September.  

Still, we can look forward to HANDWORKS 

2020 now planned for September 4 and 5 in 

Amana, Iowa.  Many from FVWWC and the 

Handtool SIG have attended the past events 

and view it as their favorite woodworking 

event.   

Roy Underhill will be the speaker for Satur-

day at 10am.  This event is free and If you 

preregister online you will be eligible for 

some great  prizes.   

Preregister at www.handworks.co/ 

April and May 2020 
 

NO MEETINGS  -  NO SIGS 

Unfortunately, FVWWC must cancel the next 

two regular meetings (April and May). This is 

in accordance to the time periods and guide-

lines regarding group gatherings set by the 

CDC. This will also include any other meet-

ings affiliated with the wood club during this 

time period.    

No Meetings, SIGS, or Shop Tours  

Bummer!   

Still, our members are not to be de-

terred from woodworking.  Check out 

Dave’s Frugal Woodworker article, 

Cory Hauser’s Kits for Kids, a shop 

Tip from Rich Escallier, and a lot of 

new projects sent in since our March 

meeting for the Virtual Show and Tell 

pages.  Thanks to you guys for shar-

ing and please keep sending your tips 

and project photos to Lee Nye:        

roadbiker123@gmail.com 
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March 3, 2020 Program 

Josh Guge 

Wood Carving 

 

Josh Guge (pronounced goo-gee) is a world champion 

sculptor and carver who specializes in miniature and 

full sized carvings of fish and birds. The Guge Institure 

and Art Studio offers classes in all aspects of bird and 

fish carving and painting. https://gugeinstitute.com/ 

Josh was an interesting speaker and brought in some 

fine examples of his sculptures.    
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March 3, 2020 Program 

Josh Guge 

Wood Carving 
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Da Big Raffle 

RAFFLE NEWS 

Whenever the next meeting is held the 
raffle item will be the very heavy, very 
expensive Excalibur 21" scroll 
saw.  This is a truly professional tool 
that will give you above average results 
on your scroll saw projects.  This saw 
comes with a stand and a power foot 
pedal for a cost of over $900.  Since we 
will be sheltered in place for a couple of 
weeks, we won't be spending as much 
money on incidentals. So, use some of 
that saved money to buy a chance on 
this great tool. $5 each or 3 for $10 will 
put your  name in the pot for the future 
drawing.   

 

         Norm Musur & Bill Knudsen  

Raffle and Silent Auction Committee 

  

Virtual Show and Tell 

While we are being homebodies due to COVID-19, many of us will be taking ad-

vantage of more time in our woodshops.  In lieu of bringing your projects to a 

meeting, you can send a photo with description to Lee Nye via email to      

roadbiker123@gmail.com or message the photo from your smart phone to his 

phone 630-605-6373,  He will include it in the next newsletter and maybe post 

the projects as a pdf on fvwwc.org   
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As I have mentioned many times, the club subscribes to a woodworking indexing service that pro-

vides indices for many woodworking magazines, like American Woodworker, Fine Woodworking, 

Popular Woodworking, Scroll Saw Woodworking & Crafts, Shopnotes, Wood, Woodcraft, Wood-

smith, and Woodworkers Journal. The library takes those indices and compiles them for all the mag-

azines we have. That, plus some programming, allows our crack research team to provide refer-

ences and plans for any topic our members request, usually in less than 24 hours. BUT the indexing 

service was only started about 1999 and they haven’t added any of the older issues. So our intrepid 

research team has taken it upon themselves to supplement the subscription with the issues the club 

has on DVD. So far they have added 355 more magazine issues and over 4500 additional entries in 

our database. They are not done. They still have 73 old Fine Woodworking issues and 52 old Wood-

work issues to catalog. But they should get them done by the time of the Tool Sale. In the mean-

time, we have OVER 24,000 entries in the database, all instantly searchable. Just tell our team what 

you want to see. 

Now the Tool Sale is going to be more than just a tool sale. There will also be good size Book Sale. 

The club has received a large number of virtually new woodworking and home repair books that just 

won’t fit in the library (Well, they might fit but we’ll never be able to move it away from the wall). We 

will be selling these excess books at our usually exorbitant prices of $1 for hard cover books and 

50¢ for paperbacks. Save your pennies and come by in May to get some of great bargains for your 

own woodworking library.   

Well, given the moratorium on meetings, the auction and library sale will be deferred beyond 

May —we’ll let you know when.  Editor 
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The Essex Table    

                                                                     Heel 

    Body 

 
 

 

 

I have been kicking around woodworking for almost 50 years. I’m certainly no 

expert, but I have a pretty good familiarity with most aspects of our hobby. But 

every once in a while I stumble onto something I have never seen or even heard 

of. I was going through OLD issues of Popular Woodworking when I ran into a 

one-page article by a man named Robert Paral in the March, 1992 issue. Now, 

Popular Woodworking listed Mr. Paral as “a builder, woodworker, and free-lance 

writer somewhere in the heartland” but apparently not a very communicative per-

son because they couldn’t find him and wanted him to “give us a call.” If you 

submit an article as a free-lancer, you probably should tell them how to contact 

you so you can be paid. Be that as it may, they published his article and I found 

it fascinating.  

Most of us own a framing square. I actually have three and they hang right above my 

workbench. Now I have to admit I don’t use them that often. I think the last time was 

when I finished off my basement. I know that they can help you set the pitch of a roof 

or layout stairs, but the last roof I put up was on my grandkids’ playhouse in Alabama 

and I had forgotten to bring any of my framing squares down there. So I stumbled 

through and it worked out pretty well. But there is one aspect of a framing square I 

had never heard of, the Essex Table. I’ve had this all the time, but never realized 

what it was or how to use it. Mr. Paral explained it so well that I will simply quote the 

entire article below. 

Today's hardwood buyers are armed with high-tech calculators that instantly calculate 

board footage (one board foot is 144 cubic inches). But back in simpler times, we 

consulted the trusty steel framing square to measure the board feet in a given piece 

of lumber. On a good quality steel square - one inscribed with tables for cutting rafters 

-you'll find the Essex table. Pick up a steel square and hold the shorter, narrower side 

(the tongue) in your left hand, with the longer and wider side (the body) pointing to 

your right. Along the body you'll see the Essex table. 
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Let's say you'd like to know the amount of board 

feet in a piece of lumber measuring 10' long X 10" 

wide X 1"thick. Starting from the outside corner of 

the steel square (the heel), find the column of 

numbers under the 12" mark. These numbers rep-

resent board lengths. In this column find the num-

ber 10 (the length of the board whose board foot-

age you want to know). Then move your eyes to 

the left (along the same line the 10 is on) until you 

reach the column of numbers under the square's 10" mark (the width of the board). Here, on the 

same line, is the notation 8 4. The board in question contains 8 4/12 board feet. If, however, the 

board is more or less than 1" thick, you must multiply the board footage given on the Essex table by 

the thickness of the board. For instance, you'll find the board footage of a piece measuring 8' X 14" 

X 1½" by again starting with the column of numbers under the 12" mark. Starting from the number 8 

(for board length) in this column, move this time to the right to the column under the 14" mark (for 

board width). On the same line you'll find the notation 94. Now multiply this figure by the board thick-

ness, 1½ and you'll arrive at 14 board feet. 

Sure you can spend bucks on a special calculator to figure board feet. But with a little thinking you 

can make the tried and true steel square perform the same feat - without ever needing batteries. 

 

Thanks to Dave Dockstader for this great article that will have us all checking to see if our 

framing square has this feature - Editor 
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Cory’s Kits for Kids 

Here's something I've been doing. I've taken a break from building models and started making car 
kits and airplane kits for my nieces and nephews and dropping them off at their front doors to keep 
them busy. The kids are loving it. Thought you might want to put this in the newsletter to give   
other woodworkers the idea. We get to spend time in our shops and also put smiles on the kids     
faces.  Cory Hauser 
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Rich’s Tip 

Josh the carver’s presentation included using adhesive backed sand paper and an old credit card 
to sand in tight corners.  It works great and there’s a bonus. When the edge of the sand paper gets 
used up, just snip it off to get a fresh edge like the two in front (photo left). Cutting the corners less 
than 90 degrees makes easier access as shown in the picture (right).   Rich Escallier 
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or 

philosophical, but hopefully  

always entertaining. 

 

Corona Time 

 

So the Corona virus and social distancing is here for a while.  If I can be a Polly Anna about this the 

bright side is we get more time for ourselves.  The big question is what we do with it.  I could give 

an easy answer and say spend more time in the wood shop.   But that would be too simplistic.  In-

stead, the more insightful response is to state how and with what.  

Look at this as an opportunity.  This may be the perfect time to buy that new tool (Amazon delivery 

of course) that you’ve wanted for a long time.  Perhaps a dovetail machine, scroll saw, or CNC rout-

er.  This is chance to acquire a new skill set with a new machine.   The alternative to a new tool is 

to hone your skills with your present ones.  No one in our group knows everything there is to do 

with our wood lathe.  Many of us have a scroll saw.  I’m betting that few of us have tried to make 

bowls with it though.   The internet has such approaches.   

If you already have a list of items to make, an easy way to fill the void is to make two instead of one 

of whatever you have determined to build.  Surely there is someone that would benefit from the ex-

tra piece.  The dilemma of making two is one of them will always be better than the other.  Now you 

have to decide who gets the best item and who gets the lesser one.  

A fine time user is to keep up with our friends.  I had the pleasure of making and receiving a num-

ber of phone calls from pals from within the club over the past week.  What a delight to hear from 

them!  Take this time to make a call. Who would you seek out during the ice cream break to talk to?  

These are the obvious persons you should contact.  The virus outbreak is no reason to lose touch.  

The conversations you have will no doubt be the same as the those you have during the meeting.  

The distance is only wider.  

Opportunity is a space in time.  It can be taken advantage of or passed by and lost.  Take ad-

vantage of the occasion.   
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Tried & True 

A while back, Wayne Maier suggested I try a linseed oil

-based finish called Tried & True (which is available at 

Woodcraft).  I tried it and truly loved it.  This is now my 

go-to finish to bring out the natural deep color and 

grain of any hardwood project where protection against 

water, spills, or wear is not so critical. The manufactur-

er does claim it provides excellent protection against water and liquids 

and is durable.  Maybe that is due to the beeswax ingredient.  It produces 

a wonderful hand rubbed satin luster when dry.  Other oil finishes may 

give good results, but I have always had problems getting them to fully 

dry and with the oil seeping from deep grain and corners for several days.  

T&T is a blend of polymerized linseed oil and beeswax.  What is polymerized linseed oil you may 

wonder?  Polymerized linseed oil is created by heating raw linseed oil in the absence of oxygen to 

about 300°C over the course of several days. During this process, a polymerization reaction occurs, 

which increases the oil’s viscosity and decreases the drying time. Polymerized linseed oil contains 

zero VOCs (volatile organic compounds) and is non-toxic and food safe. It dries in about 24 hours 

vs a week or two for raw linseed oil.  Boiled linseed oil products may also dry fast, but the drying 

agents added may emit VOC’ s and not be food safe.   

Application requires a bit of patience.  I usually finish sand the project to 220 grit or higher and buff 

with 0000 steel wool.  Then, the instructions say to apply a light wipe-on first coat which is messy 

because the stuff is the consistency of honey.  After about one hour, you need to wipe the excess   

finish off and leave the project to dry for at least 24 hours before applying a second coat.  Once dry, 

rubbing with a soft cloth between coats or light use of 0000 steel wool is recommended.  The more 

you rub it out, the better it looks. I usually apply two or three coats before I am satisfied with the   

result.   

Below is my recent tea tray project finished with T&T.  Left is unfinished and right is after two coats.   

Lee 



 

2020 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                              

 http://www.fwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

SHOW AND TELL 

March 3, 2020 Meeting 

 

Name: Gary Fuller 

Project:  Lazy Susan 

Wood:  Apple 

Finish:  Polyurethane 

 

Name: Steve Krave 

Project: Skiis 

Wood: Poplar, Maple, Fiberglass 

Finish:  Epoxy and Poly 
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SHOW AND TELL 

March 3 2020 Meeting 

 

Name: Jeff Smith 

Project: Oak Trident Logo 

Wood: Red Oak 

Finish:  none 

Note:  V-carved 2.5 D 

 

Name: Jeff Smith 

Project: Corbel Face 

Wood: Cedar 

Finish: none 

Note:  Carved 3D 

 

Name:  Rich Escallier 

Project:  Gardener’s Suggestion to Dog Walkers to go elsewhere  

Wood: craft parts 

Finish: spray paint 
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SHOW AND TELL 

March 3, 2020 Meeting 

 

Name:  Cory Hauser 

Project:  Crane  

Wood: Oak, Pine, Poplar 

Finish: none yet 
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SHOW AND TELL 

March 3, 2020 Meeting 

 

Name:  Lee Nye 

Project: Inlaid Line and Berry Tea Tray 

Wood: Walnut  w/ Holly String,  

Maple & Cherry Berries 

Finish:  Tried & True 

Note: Wood November 2019 

 

Name:  Bill Knudsen 

Project: Arts and Craft Style Clock 

Wood: Sapele 

Finish:  Tried & True 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Given that we are precluded from our usual face-to-face Show and Tell, we can still share / brag 

about what we have been making in our woodshops.  Just email your project photos and descrip-

tion to Lee Nye at roadbiker123@gmail.com or message them from your smartphone to 630-605-

6373.  Here is what I have received in time for the April newsletter.   

 

   

Lee Nye 

This is a luminary with one of those flicker-

ing LED candles inside.  The scroll sawn 

panels are interchangeable and my wife has 

me making panels for every season.  I have 

Christmas and Spring (shown) done and a 

couple more in progress.   

Wood:  Walnut case and White Oak panels 

Finish:  Tried & True 

Mike Bridger 

I built a Welsh Stick Chair following the in-

structions in Chapter 18 of 'The Anarchist's 

Design Book' by Christopher Schwarz.   

Wood:  Legs, arms and crest rail are cherry 

from southern Indiana.  The seat is white 

pine from a sawmill in Michigan's U.P.  The 

'sticks' are 5/8" oak dowels from Home De-

pot.   

Finish: Wipe-on finish is homemade: 1/3 

mineral spirits, 1/3 spar varnish, 1/3 boiled 

linseed oil.  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Cory Hauser 

Here is one of my newest projects. The crane is 
made of oak, poplar, and pine and a walnut 
stain on some of it.  The crane can reach up to 
6 ft 10 inches high with the jib on the end. The 
tracks are all made out of oak and all together 
there is 7 ft of track to make them. I'm using 50 
Ib breaded fishing line for the cable .   
 

Gary Freier 

This is some fretwork I’ve done on my scroll saw.   

Wood: Baltic birch plywood, Cedar, Maple.  

Finish:  Watco Danish Oil & Minwax Polyurethane  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Tom Sharp 

I wanted to make something to hold 
all my prescription glasses.  I found 
a scrap piece of white oak that had 
a lot of figure in it along with a white 
spalted edge. Originally, the 
spalting was very creamy white and 
easy to see along the top of both 
the back and front boards.  Unfortu-
nately, after I applied the Danish oil 
it all but disappeared. As an ad-
vantage it did add the orange 
shades you see in the front .  This 
was not there at all prior to the oil 
application.  Note that each divider 
is set in it's own mortise.  

Lee Nye 

This is a simple jig to accurately position 

those holey sanding disks on a random or-

bital or finishing sander.  I think it will im-

prove dust collection having the holes fully 

aligned.  I got this tip from Fine Woodwork-

ing magazine.  The dowel ends were ta-

pered a little on a pencil sharpener. 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND 

TELL 

Woody Johnson 

Here are a set of cherry bowls 
for the virtual show and tell. Fin-

ished with  Mahoney’s Walnut 
Oil 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Steve Mickelson 
Finally got around to making a Lie-Nielsen 
sharpening jig from their plans. This along 
with a Lie-Nielsen Honing Guide, a 1000 grit 
stone, and a 10,000-grit stone, makes sharp-
ening chisels, plane blades, etc. at a variety of 
angles fairly easy.  
A better project than sorting screws for the 

third time    

Dan Miller 

The Historical Society is doing an historically sensitive 
rehab of an 1846 cobble stone home.  It only had 

three original window wall panels left  I am making 
panels for 15 windows to replace the missing ones.  
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Mark Drogos 
Item:  Cutting Board 
Dimensions: 12-1/4” x 18-3/4” x 1-
3/8” 
Woods:  Walnut, Maple, Yellow-
heart, Purpleheart, Bubinga,  
Cherry, Wenge, Paudak 
Finish:  Mineral oil & Bee’s wax 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Bill Knudsen 

I continue in my quest to adapt Greene & Greene style elements to my projects. For my sec-

ond generation of ebony plugs I built a jig to fashion the crown on the plugs. I generally fol-

lowed the plans of Darrell Peart for the jig with some modifications that I think improved the jig. 

The attached pictures show the jig as well as finished plug.  

The first step is to fashion the crown on a stick of ebony (3/8 square is shown) using the jig on 

a disc grinder. Next is to sand the sanding marks down - I went from P400 to 2000 grit - then to 

polish the crown with White Diamond Compound. Finally cut to length.  

Also, a shout out to Wayne Maier and Tom Sharp for their help as well as Mike Madden for in-
troducing me to the Beall system. 
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VIRTUAL SHOW AND TELL 

Jim Simnick 

I recently made a solid cherry bookcase for 
our picture albums.  Our bedroom furniture is 

Thomasville cherry so I tried to copy the 
style.  The bookcase has all shop made mold-
ings, bracket feet and beadboard back.  Finish 
on the cherry started with sand to 150 
grit, General Finishes Pre-stain (let it dry), 
next Hartley’s Pennsylvania Cherry Gel Stain 
wiped, then three coats of brushed General 
Armorseal semi-gloss oil-based.  Stay safe, 
wash your hands and make sawdust. 
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Special Interest Groups 
 
ShopSmith  Al John 
SIG Chair: ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 
Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:          ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 
  
Hand Tool   Arnie Bandstra 
SIG Chair:   Michael Fross  
  HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG             
                    

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG   

               Michael Rauchmiller  

             WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

 

 2020 Membership Dues 
 
Dues for 2020 can be paid at the general meetings - 
just see Eric Springer at his table before the meet-
ing or during break.  Dues are still $30 per individual 
which includes the whole family.  Please note that 
family members must reside at the same address.  
Our by-laws require payment of dues by Febru-
ary 15.  Members unpaid after that time are re-
moved from membership rolls and mailing lists.   

If you are unable to pay in person, or forgot your 
checkbook, mail in your dues.  Print out the mem-
bership form from our website:  

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf 

Mail it in: 

FVWWC  Membership Chair   

PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL 60510-1041 

2020 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 

 

President: Tom Sharp 

 president@fvwwc.org 

Vice President:  Dave Burk 

 vicepresident@fvwwc.org 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 finances@fvwwc.org 

Secretary:  Steve Fox 

 secretary@fvwwc.org 

Programs:  Dan Jarodsky 

 programs@fvwwc.org 

Membership:  Eric Springer  

 membership@fvwwc.org 

Website Director  John Gesiakowski 

     webmaster@fvwwc.org 

Resources:  Dave Dockstader 

 resource@fvwwc.org 

Member-at-Large:  Al John 

                                    memberatlarge@fvwwc.org 

Communications         Lee Nye 

Director:                        woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Raffles:  Norm Musur  

 Bill Knudsen 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

Shop Tour Chair: Bill Knudsen 
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                 ShopSmith SIG  

    

No meetings are scheduled for April and May.   

  
   Al John    
  ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 

                    Hand Tool SIG 

                 No meetings scheduled for April and May  

   

The Hand Tool SIG meets, January through November, at 6:30 pm, before 
the regular meeting at Bethany Lutheran in Room M111 of the Ministry 
Center (Church annex).   

Arnie Bandstra and Michael Fross 

    HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

                 Scroll Saw SIG 
          June 2, 2020 (we hope) 
 
The next Scroll Saw SIG meeting will be Tuesday, June 2, 2020, at 6:30 prior 
to the club meeting. This is because when I asked for suggestions for topics, 
no one responded. Just kidding. So the Scroll Saw SIG will be on hiatus for a 
couple of months. Blame in on the COVID-19 virus. That being said, by the 
time we get back together, it will almost be time to submit your State Fair en-
try forms. So keep those projects in mind and you might even start on one or 
two. 
     Dave Dockstader        
                                 ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG  

No meetings in April or May.  The fundamentals or novice woodworkers SIG meets at 6:30pm in 

the main building upstairs in the Adult Lounge.  Follow the signs from the main meeting room.  The 

topic will be calculating wood movement, board footage, and other handy tips. 

Michael Rauchmiller (Rocky)      

WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 

General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 

8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm  

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Visitors Always Welcome! 

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 
Email  woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

No Meetings scheduled for 

April and May 

http://www.fvwwc.org

