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January 2020 

Date Time Event 

 

Jan 7 

(Tues) 

 

6:30PM 

  

Hand Tool SIG 

Scroll Saw SIG 

ShopSmiith SIG 

Fundamentals SIG 
 

Jan 7 

(Tues) 

7:30PM 

  

General Meeting 

Jan15 

(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 

Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

December 2019 

Date 

Dec 3 

Time Event 

NO SIGS 

Dec 3 

(Tues) 

 

5:30PM 

 6:30PM  

FVWWC Xmas Party 

SETUP 

EATING 

Dec 18 

(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 

Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

The Fox Valley 

Woodworkers Club 

Annual Christmas Party 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 

Pot Luck Dinner 

Free Raffle Prizes 

Charity auction of handcrafted 

items (details on page 3) 
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Jeff Walsma was our speaker for the November 5 meeting and he brought in some examples of his 

turning work.  He brought in his Craftsman lathe and shared his experiences learning to turn,  

Thanks Jeff for the program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 5, 2019 Program 

Jeff Walsma 

Turning Techniques 

Start the New Year Safely 

We plan to publish monthly shop safety articles in this newsletter beginning in January, 2020.  While 

it is possible to do yourself harm with almost any shop tool, we will be emphasizing power equip-

ment safety.  If any of you would like to contribute a safety article or even a safety tip, please con-

tact Al John, he is our coordinator for safety.  Al is our FVWWC member at large and his email     

address is memberatlarge@fvwwc.org  or just look him up at the January meeting .   

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
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2019 Christmas Party and Auction  

Our annual Christmas party is Tuesday, December 3.  

Don’t miss it!  

 

It is a potluck, so bring a dish to share - side dishes, salads, and 

desserts are welcome, especially any kind of pie for the newsletter 

editor!. The club will provide a meat dish (ham and turkey), soft 

drinks, and bottled water. Setup begins at 5:30 PM and eating 

by 6:30PM or so.  

If you can arrive at 5:30 to 6:00pm, we could use the help to setup 

the room, tables and chairs.  If you can’t quite make it by 6:30 to 

eat, come late anyway.  We always have plenty of food and des-

serts left.  Also help is needed to stay later and clean up after the 

party..  

In addition to the food, we will have free door prizes 

including gift cards acquired by our raffle czar, Norm 

Musur. Prizes will be offered to the three best potluck 

dishes to be judged by 3 board members, who will 

not be allowed to choose their spouses.  

 

As usual, we will have plenty to eat and then we will 

have a charity auction, with Tom Sharp, our intrepid 

auctioneer presiding. These auctions have been so 

much fun that they are now a club tradition. Club mem-

bers donate woodworking craft items for auction at the 

party and all proceeds go as cash to charity. So, when 

you are in the shop making a craft item for family or 

friends, consider bringing an item to donate to the auc-

tion. Non-woodworking craft items made by spouses 

are welcome as well. The nice thing is that your donat-

ed items will be more valued and appreciated when the lucky bidder is another member 

(or spouse) who knows the maker and understands the skill and effort that went into the 

making. And, it is satisfying to know all the proceeds go to benefit people in need. Bring 

cash or your checkbook as this is a great way to get some of your Christmas shopping out 

of the way early and do some good along the way. This year our cash donation will benefit 

the Bethany Lutheran Church Benevolence Fund and their other charities. 

Of course, if you like to make toys, go ahead - we will collect these as well for needy kids.  
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Current Event: 

None 

Future Events: 

We are looking for additional hosts for 2020. Regardless of the size of your shop we are very much 
interested in visiting your workspace. The value of Shop Tours is the networking among fellow 
woodworkers which is a great experience - everyone who attends goes away just a little more knowl-
edgeable than when they came. 

Lie-Nielsen Hand Tool Event - Chicago 

As of this writing Lie-Nielsen hasn’t finalized the date; however, they expect it to be held the last 
weekend in January 2020 (31 Jan – 01 Feb), or the first weekend of February (07 Feb – 08 Feb). 
The Hand Tool Event will again be held at the Chicago School of Woodworking. Watch their website 
for the latest information. 

April 2020 – Al John’s Shop – Sycamore, IL  

Shop Tours Coordinator 

Bill Knudsen 

shoptours@fvwwc.org 

630-215-3272 

 
 

 

Shop Tours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we have done in past years, the library will be open for returns only during the Christmas party. 

If you have received one of my obnoxious delinquency notices and don’t want that hanging over 

your head for the holidays, you can return your overdue materials at the party. On the other hand, if 

you don’t return them, you will simply receive ANOTHER obnoxious delinquency notice at the end 

of December and you can return the overdue materials at the January meeting. Be advised that the 

fines will double and starting in 2020 we will be charging interest on unpaid fines. Our treasurer 

Doug is getting tough! 

Dave Dockstader resource@fvwwc.org 

mailto:shoptours@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
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President’s Sawdust 

Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 
The editorial musings of your president which maybe serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully  

always entertaining. 

 

A Woodworker’s Christmas Time 
 We ply our craft with patience and grace. 

Our work is slow though we try to race. 

There is much to be done. 

We think about what all that we do. 

For wives and children to name a few. 

The reason for our being. 

With our chisels, routers, lathes and planes, 

We craft chests, and dolls, and wooden trains. 

It is Christmas time now. 

The hours of work, they matter not. 

They are given with love, the whole lot. 

Yes, it’s worth the effort. 

These gifts will be offered in the morn. 

Then we’ll see smiles and a few tears born. 

    

   These are reasons enough. 

This wondrous time comes once a year. 

A day of laughter, a day of cheer. 

These are priceless moments. 

So let’s cherish the time in our shop, 

 Making those things that make their eyes pop. 

   Merry Christmas to all!  



 

2019 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                               6    

 http://www.fwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

A Happi-Time Christmas 

Christmas gift giving is a great occasion for families and it is especially fun for 

adults when you have small children to enjoy it with.  The little kids are so excited 

about the presents under the tree and can’t wait to see what “Santa” has brought 

them.  Remember going through the Sears Christmas catalog and picking out the 

toys you hoped to get?  In my family, the catalog was mostly for dreams, as my 

parents had very modest means and we kids knew not to get our hopes up too 

much.  But in spite of my parents thrifty ways, I did get something once from that catalog.  It was 

when I was in 2nd or 3rd grade (early 50’s) and I still remember it as special 60+ years later.  Many 

of you will guess what it was - TOOLS!   These were not the cheesy plastic play tools kids get nowa-

days, but were real grownup tools.  

The metal tool box and most of the 

tools are long gone over the years, 

but the memory still remains.  The  

tool box looked a lot like the photo 

(right).  As I recall, the set included 

a junior claw hammer, pliers, screw 

driver, chisel, ruler, and probably a 

small saw.  Some of the tools were 

engraved with a Happi Time clock 

logo.  I think my mother kept the 

hammer in her kitchen drawer for 

many years but most of the set was lost, probably due to youthful carelessness.  All I have left of the 

original set is the chisel, which was also carelessly used when I was a kid.  I almost cut off the end 

of my little finger with it. This I believe was the first of many youthful and adult emergency room vis-

its of my woodworking career.      

So if you want to give a child a memorable present this Christmas, a set of tools might do it.   Hey, I 

can still see the scar on my little finger, so that is memorable too.  Maybe hold off on the chisel until 

5th grade or so.  I suppose the saw could get a youngster into mischief as well.  Didn’t a youthful 

George Washington cut down his neighbor’s cherry tree!?  

Have a blessed Christmas and happy New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee 
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SHOW AND TELL 

November 5, 2019 Meeting 

Lee Nye 

Project: Art Deco Desk Clock 

Wood:  Cherry 

Finish:  Tried & True 

Note:  Wood Nov 2008 

 

Ed Schalk 

Project: Christmas Carving 

Wood: Oak 

Finish:  Spar Varnish 
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SHOW AND TELL 

November 5, 2019 Meeting 

Tom Foster 

Project: Intarsia Three Wise Men 

Lee Nye 

Project: Patio Bench 

Wood:  White oak 

Finish:  Sherwin-Williams Super Deck 

Transparent Stain—Canyon Brown 

Note:  Wood June / July 2006 
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SHOW AND TELL 

November 5, 2019 Meeting 

 

Roland Kuhn 

Project: Christmas Presents 

 

Arnie Bandstra 

Project: Jig for making round mirror frame 

Wood:  Poplar and masonite 
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SHOW AND TELL 

November 5, 2019 Meeting 

Jeff Smith 

Project: Mini Mantel 

Wood:  Walnut 

Finish:  none 

Tom Sharp 

Project:  Corner Table 

Wood:  White Oak 

Finish:  Danish Oil 

Notes:  Wood from property 
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Bob Harding 

Project: Scroll-sawn Jewelry Box 

Wood:  Walnut 

Finish:  Wipe-on Poly & Wax 

SHOW AND TELL 

November 5, 2019 Meeting 

 

Ethan Volkenny 

Project: Ukulele 

Wood:  Mahogany, Walnut, Cherry 

Finish:  7 coats Antique Oil 

Note:  50+ hours 
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SHOW AND TELL 

October 1, 2019 Meeting 

 

Dave Van Norman 

Project: Jewelry  Chest 

Wood:  Cherry 

Finish:  Poly 

 

? No Sheet ? 

Project: Table 
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Special Interest Groups 
 
ShopSmith  Al John 
SIG Chair: ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 
Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 
SIG Chair:          ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG 
  
Hand Tool   Arnie Bandstra 
SIG Chair:   Michael Fross  
  HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG             
                    

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG   

               Michael Rauchmiller  

             WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

 

 2020 Membership Dues 
 
Dues for 2020 can be paid at the general meetings - 
just see Eric Springer at his table before the meet-
ing or during break.  Dues are still $30 per individual 
which includes the whole family.  Please note that 
family members must reside at the same address.  
Our by-laws require payment of dues by Febru-
ary 15.  Members unpaid after that time are re-
moved from membership rolls and mailing lists.   

If you are unable to pay in person, or forgot your 
checkbook, mail in your dues.  Print out the mem-
bership form from our website:  

http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/
Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf 

Mail it in: 

FVWWC  Membership Chair   

PO Box 1041 

Batavia, IL 60510-1041 

2019 - 2020 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 

 

President: Tom Sharp 

 president@fvwwc.org 

Vice President:  Dave Burk 

 vicepresident@fvwwc.org 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 finances@fvwwc.org 

Secretary:  Steve Fox 

 secretary@fvwwc.org 

Programs:  Dan Jarodsky 

 programs@fvwwc.org 

Membership:  Eric Springer  

 membership@fvwwc.org 

Website Director  John Gesiakowski 

     webmaster@fvwwc.org 

Resources:  Dave Dockstader 

 resource@fvwwc.org 

Member-at-Large:  Al John 

                                    memberatlarge@fvwwc.org 

Communications         Lee Nye 

Director:                        woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

Raffles:  Norm Musur  

 Bill Knudsen 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

Shop Tour Chair: Bill Knudsen 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
http://www.foxvalleywoodworkers.com/Documents/MemCard_11_Online.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's Stuff/FVWWC/November/mbrady25@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC 2013/March 2013/dhpfaff@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@fvwwc.org
mailto:Freelance.Design@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org


 

2019 FVWWC—PO Box 1041—Batavia, IL  60510-1047                                               14    

 http://www.fwwc.org  — woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

                 ShopSmith SIG  

   January 7, 2020  

The next ShopSmith SIG meeting will be January 7 @ 6:30 in the downstairs room 

adjacent to the scroll saw SIG.  

  
   Al John    
  ShopSmithSIG@FVWWC.ORG 

 

                    Hand Tool SIG 

                  January 7, 2020    

 

The Hand Tool SIG meets, January through November, at 6:30 pm, before 
the regular meeting at Bethany Lutheran in Room M111 of the Ministry 
Center (Church annex).   

Arnie Bandstra and Michael Fross 

    HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

                 Scroll Saw SIG 
          January 7, 2020 
 
There will be NO Scroll Saw SIG meeting in December. The next Scroll Saw 
SIG meeting will be Tuesday, January 7, 2020, at 6:30 prior to the club meet-
ing. Besides showing off any scroll saw related presents you got from Santa, 
we will be organizing the programs for the year. Any suggested topics would 
be greatly appreciated. If you are interested learning how to use the scroll 
saw you have, this group is an excellent resource for expanding your 
knowledge and picking up tips and patterns. Don’t forget to bring in some 
samples of your work for discussion. 
.      Dave Dockstader      

  ScrollsawSIG@FVWWC.ORG  

Woodworking Fundamentals SIG  

January 7, 2020 

The fundamentals or novice woodworkers SIG will meet at 6:30pm in the main building upstairs in 

the Adult Lounge.  Follow the signs from the main meeting room.   

Michael Rauchmiller (Rocky)      

WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG  

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Documents/Custom Office Templates
mailto:HandToolSIG@FVWWC.ORG
mailto:ScrollsawSIG@FVWWCC.ORG
mailto:WWFundamentals@FVWWC.ORG
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 

General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 

8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm  

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Visitors Always Welcome! 

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 
Email  woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

December 3 

Christmas Party 

5:30 pm Setup, 6:30 pm Eating 

http://www.fvwwc.org

