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Meeting Review – Dec. 6, 2011 

 
Our traditional December Christmas Potluck 
was a great success judging by the abundance 
of food and desserts, the festive merriment of 
members and guests, the 100 or so raffle 
prizes awarded, and especially the excellent 
entertainment arranged by Ron Gilkerson.  
There was also an impressive array of member 
crafted toys and other gifts for the club’s 
annual charity donations.  Check out the party 
photos in the “Show and Tell” section. 
 
The Banjo Buddies Dixieland Band Trio is part 
of a well-known five-piece Dixieland Band that 
performs all over Chicagoland and nationally 
as well.  They entertained us with Christmas 
favorites and other popular songs.  Leader Ann 
Stewart plays jazz banjo and has a great alto 
voice, accompanied by her husband Tim on 
trombone and Verne Rind on bass and sleigh 
bells; Vern plays drums when the larger group 
performs. They are all wonderful musicians 
and perform with a lot of skill and humor.  The 
group has been performing throughout the 
country and on cruise ships with their unique 
style of Dixieland entertainment for over three 
decades. 
 
Ann’s banjo was of particular interest to the 
crowd of woodworkers as it was beautifully 
detailed with inlays and marquetry.   
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: Tom Sharp  
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Past President:  Ron Gilkerson  
 (630) 879-8756 

 rongilker@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President:  Mike Brady 
 mbrady25@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 

Secretary:  John Gesiakowski 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 Dcnfox127@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

           Rick Moss 

            Daniel Moss 

 

Raffles:  Gail Madden  

 

Photographer:  Keith Rosche 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

 

Show Chairman:  Ed Schalk 

 ed_schalk@ameritech.net 

Toy Drive /   

Club Logo Items: Gail Madden  

  

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Ron Gilkerson 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

 

FVWWC  
Special Interest Groups 

 
Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

    

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

Period Furniture  Lee Nye 

SIG Chair:  roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

 
DUES ARE DUE 

 

If you haven’t already done so, plan to 
renew your membership for 2012.  
Bring your checkbook or cash to the 
January meeting and see Steve Fox, 
our Membership Chair. Dues are still 
$30 per member and the member’s 
family is included. 

 
 

FVWWC Website 
http://fvwwc.org 

 
Email Us: 

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 
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January 
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

Jan 3 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

Jan 3 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Jan 16 
(Mon) 

7:00PM Period Furniture SIG 
Bosch Training Center 

Jan 18 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

February  
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

Feb 7 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Feb 7 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

Feb 15 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 
414 S. Schmale Rd. 

 
Note from Editor 

 
If you have had a significant shop learning 
experience or just want to share a more 
routine woodworking story that would be of 
interest to the FVWWC membership, write it 
up and send it to me in an email.  Also, send 
me digital photo files of some of your larger 
projects that can’t be transported to Show 
and Tell.  I’d be glad to include these in a 
future newsletter. 

Woodworking Machine Setup 
and Safety Classes? 

 

At the November 3 FVWWC Board 
meeting, we discussed the possibility of 
offering basic woodworking machine 
setup, calibration, and safety training 
classes to our members.  One possibility 
mentioned was working with one of the 
local woodworking stores to use their 
training facility for the classes.  Our 
current thinking is to offer training on 
cabinet and contractor table saws, the 
band saw, and the jointer-planer. Other 
equipment, like surface planers, might be 
too product specific.  We would like 
attendees to have a “hands-on” 
experience, not just a demo which they 
could just as easily get via a DVD course.  
 
This topic will be on the agenda for the 
January general meeting and we will have 
a survey to get a good consensus of 
interest.  So, if you are interested, be 
thinking of which machines you would 
prefer and when you could attend 
(evening or weekend times).  Stay tuned – 
this is very tentative, but we do have one 
woodworking store considering the idea. 



 

 

President’s Sawdust 
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 

The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully 

always entertaining. 

 

New Year Resolutions 

 

It’s the first of the year.  After all the shouting and hurrahs are done, it’s time to determine our goals 
for going forward and putting together the resolutions that will better us in our passion for 
woodworking.  For me, that includes a few maintenance items and also some objectives that will need 
some planning.  The list is not long but it is diverse. 

Clean the Shop – There is nothing better than walking into your shop, having all your tools in their 
proper place, sawdust swept, boards stacked, and the only thing left to do is ply tool against the 
wood.  A fine sweeping and tidying up goes a long way to make a welcome and comfortable 
environment. 

Sharpen Blades – January is the perfect month to gather all the hand plane blades, chisels and even 
the power tool knives and bring them to a keen edge again.  Too many times this gets put off until you 
are in the middle of a project where you desperately need a razor edge.  The last thing you want is to 
stop your project, get out stones, or other equipment to go about and hone your steel.   

Tune Your Power Tools – Is your jointer fence at 90 degrees?  Is your table saw fence parallel to 
the blade?  All these measures have the ability to get out of whack.  Attending to them now saves 
time later.  I know my planer is just a smidgen low on the left side.  Next week, while I’m home, I’m 
going to fix it.   

Add an Asset – This is the fun stuff.  Examples of adding an asset is getting a new tool for the shop, 
adding a few more outlets to the electrical system where you need them, or putting up a couple more 
lights where they would help.  It doesn’t have to cost a lot.  You could also make a jig that you have 
wanted for the table saw or build a storage box for the short boards.  Anything is fair game that will 
make work easier and more fun in the shop.   

Learn a New Skill – There are few of us that will say, “I know everything about woodworking”, but not 
many of us.  There is a whole wealth of knowledge that can be had with just a little practice, 
observation, or reading.  It may be a formal class taken at a woodworking school, an informal get 
together with a friend for a skill demonstration, or a simple reading in a woodworking magazine 
followed by a little practice in the shop.  All these examples will broaden our horizons. No matter the 
method, it’s important to continue to expand our scope of knowledge.   

All these resolutions will enable us to be happier in the shop. Take the time to assess your own needs 
and put together a list that make up your personal priorities.  Just remember not to make the list too 
long or you won’t be able to get them done before the year is over!   



 

 

 
 

 
 

Daddy Do! 
We have a little family tradition called “Daddy Do”.  When my three daughters were small, I would find 

broken objects left on my workbench and they would ask me to fix whatever it was by saying “Daddy 

Do”.  More often than not, it was one of their Barbie Dolls, which seemed to lose arms, legs, and 

heads with regularity or some dollhouse furniture that was stepped on.  When they became 

teenagers, Daddy Do had to fix cars that wouldn’t start, replace wobbling wheels that had acquired 

mysterious dents, and fix computers that wouldn’t boot up.  During their college years, I became the 

builder of dorm bookshelves and furniture and a bicycle mechanic for their campus bikes.   

Now, all three girls are grown up with children of their own and husbands who theoretically are 

supposed to take over these Daddy Do chores.  In fact, after each was married, I gave them a tool 

box and a basic tool set from my surplus inherited from fathers and grandfathers.  Nevertheless, the 

old “Daddy Do” is still called upon when the project is large or perplexing (or maybe they just want me 

to feel needed!).  For example, over the last year or so, I have helped remodel daughter #3’s two 

bathrooms and replace all her interior doors.  Daughter #1 needed help replacing her downstairs 

flooring with a hardwood laminate floor.  Daddy Do was called upon when removal of the old entry 

way flooring revealed a completely deteriorated subfloor by the front door.   

As I am writing this, I am in New Hampshire visiting daughter #2 who challenged me to fix her Daddy 

Do problem without my usual shop tools!  Her husband, a wonderful guy, is not a tool person and has 

only the bare minimum.  The problem was a wooden window sill and apron that were chewed up 

pretty badly by her 6 month old Doberman puppy. 

                                     

I did manage to bring a block plane and chisel in my checked baggage, but did not have room for 

much more.  So, they are now proud owners of a nice new Home Depot handsaw, some wood glue, 

and an assortment of screws and nails - the damaged area was cut away, replaced with a new piece 

of pine, screwed into place and planed to fit - the window sill is now back to normal.  Funny, every 

time I visit daughter #2, she ends up with more tools.  Previous trips brought her one of my old 

sanders and an old cordless drill.  Installing a new storm door this fall resulted in a hacksaw added to 

her collection.  Finally, I just took over an unused workbench in her basement to store all “her” tools.  

Hmm, I wonder if I can equip her workbench with my old tools and justify upgrading my shop with new 

stuff?   She definitely needs a bandsaw and a planer! 

Editor’s Woodfiller 



 

 

SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Period Furniture 

SIG 
January 16, 2012 

 
This bi-monthly (odd 
numbered months) special 
interest group on period 
furniture meets at the Bosch 
National Training Facility,  

901 South 
Rohlwing Road, 
Addison, IL. 
The group will next 
meet on Monday, 
January 16, at 7pm. 
The topic of the 
presentation is to be 
announced. 
 
Members of the Fox 
Valley and the 

DuPage Woodworker’s Clubs 
are welcome to attend. 

 
 
Lee Nye 
roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 
Hand Tool  

SIG 
January 3, 2012 

 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30 pm, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran 
in the lower 
conference 
room. Anyone  
interested in 
the use of hand tools is 
welcome to  
join us for discussion of this 
fascinating area of 
woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the 
experiences of using and 
caring for traditional hand 
tools. 
 
Hope to see you in there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 
 

 
ShopSmith  

SIG 
April, 2012 

 
The ShopSmith SIG meets 
quarterly.  The next meeting 
is planned for April, 2012. 
 

NEXT MEETING 
TBD:  
 
Stay tuned for 
exact date and location. 
 
 
Share your Shopsmith 
experience with us and find 
out what the rest of us have 
been up to with our 
machines. 
 

 
 
Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 

sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

Next FVWWC Meeting 
Tuesday, January 3, 2012 

7:30 pm  
 

Tom Nicol – Project Photography 
 

Making beautiful photographs involves nothing more 
than a bit of thought. While it often helps to have 
decent equipment, all you really need is to take a 

moment before each shot to think clearly about what 
you are attempting to capture or create. 

 
 

roadbiker123@gmail.com
mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
sourceror@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 
 
 
Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month 
at 7:30 p.m. 
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 


