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Meeting Review  

February 7, 2012 
 

Handtool Mortise and Tenons 
Jeff Miller 

 
Jeff Miller is a furniture designer, craftsman, 
teacher, and author of woodworking books and 
articles. Jeff's furniture has been shown in 
galleries and shows nationwide, and has won 
numerous awards. His furniture is in the 
Decorative Arts Collection of the Chicago 
History Museum.  Jeff is also a contributor to 
Popular Woodworking magazine and gave us 
preview of the mortise and tenon jig design 
that will be featured in an upcoming PW issue. 
You can find out more about Jeff, his books, 
and handcrafted furniture on his website:  
furnituremaking.com   
 
Having produced numerous mortise and tenon 
joints using a table saw and a tenoning jig, I 
was honestly a little dubious that a handtool 
method would be accurate, efficient, and 
repeatable.   While the construction of Jeff’s jig 
is a prerequisite, once that is done, it would 
appear applicable to most standard size 
furniture tenons.  Perhaps a different jig would 
be needed for large sized tenons – aprons and 
stretchers for a bench or table, for example.  
Some setup for tenon sizing is required; but 
there is a lot of setup fiddling to do on a table 
saw tenoning jig, too.  The mortising was 
accomplished by hand as well, but it went  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
remarkably fast and produced a nice clean 
mortise.  Even a mortisting machine or a 
router method requires a hand chisel 
cleanup step.  Jeff’s demo produced a very 
impressive result.  I know I will be looking 
forward to reading his upcoming article in 
PW.  
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: Tom Sharp  
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Past President:  Ron Gilkerson  
 (630) 879-8756 

 rongilker@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President:  Mike Brady 
 mbrady25@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 

Secretary:  John Gesiakowski 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 Dcnfox127@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

           Rick Moss 

            Daniel Moss 

 

Raffles:  Gail Madden 

 Norm Musur  

 

Photographer:  Keith Rosche 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

 

Show Chairman:  Ed Schalk 

 ed_schalk@ameritech.net 

 

Toy Drive Mike & Gail Madden  

  

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Gail Madden 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

FVWWC  
Special Interest Groups 

 
Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

    

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

Period Furniture  Lee Nye 

SIG Chair:  roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

 
DUES ARE DUE 

 

If you haven’t already done so, plan to 
renew your membership for 2012.  
Bring your checkbook or cash to the 
general meeting and see Steve Fox, 
our Membership Chair. Dues are still 
$30 per member and the member’s 
family is included. 

 
 

FVWWC Website 
http://fvwwc.org 

 
Email Us: 

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 
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March 
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

Mar 6 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

Mar 6 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Mar 19 
(Mon) 

7:00PM Period Furniture SIG 
Bosch Training Center 

Mar 21 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

April 
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

April 3 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

April 3 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

April 18 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 
414 S. Schmale Rd. 

Silent Auction 
 
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our 
programming and awards is via the items 
donated for the silent auction table.  While 
many of us are notorious packrats, at some 
point you have to give in and clean out your 
stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood, 
and other supplies.  That way you can free up 
room to get more stuff!  So, get on the ball and 
dig through your workshop shelves, toolboxes, 
and cabinets for items someone else might 
want.  It’s a three way win – you get more 
space, the club gets some cash, and the buyer 
gets something he needs. 

 
The Evolution of a Folk Craft 

The Welsh spoon 

  

March 6, 2012 
FVWWC General Meeting 

Presentation 
 

Jim Byrne 

  
  
Program description:  In the last 300 years, 
the carving of the Welsh love spoon and 
many other woodworking handicrafts have 
become commercialized or kept alive by 
museum specialists and hobbyists only for 
historical reasons.  For the survivors, power 
tools and techniques of production 
woodworking replaced hand tools and 
handiwork.  By drawing parallels between 
woodcarving and other types of 
woodworking, this presentation on the 
evolution from handicraft to production in 
quantity will be especially directed at people 
in hand tool and period furniture special 
interest groups.  Examples of love spoons 
carved in the Welsh tradition and carving 
techniques will be shown, and patterns 
suitable for beginning or experienced carvers 
will be distributed. 
  
I will use a paper hand-out with designs and 
rely on you with the TV camera to make the 
small spoons visible.  I will bring a grid to 
work on.  It will give you and me a target to 
stay in and hopefully reduce your work in 
trying to keep up with my hands.  The hand-
out will give the folks designs to take home 
and try or scrap paper for origami. 



 

 

 
 
 
Festool in China? 
 
I received this picture from my son who was 
traveling in Shenzhen, China the other 
day.  He knows I am a Festool fan and 
happened to see a van going by with a 
Festool decal on the back window and a 
Festool vac sticker below.  Shenzhen was just 
a prairie when China took over Hong Kong 
and turned this mainland city into a huge 
industrial complex with all the other things that 
go with it.  The architecture and the 
automobiles look quite familiar to us. 
            
Howard 
 
 

  

 
 

Raffle Winners: 
 J. Warnick  Multifunction Tool 
 Curt Leming  Parts Organizer 
 Curt Leming  Rotary Storage System   

  

Silent Auction Winners: 
 Jeff Smith  Caster Set 
 Ed Schalk  Dovetail Fixture 
 Sherm Taylor Caster Set 
 Sherm Taylor PC Drill and Light Set 
 Rick Moss  Wood toy wheels 
 Steve Fox  Sanding Belts 
 

 



 

 
 
 

President’s Sawdust 
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 

The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully 

always entertaining. 

 

Never Leave the Choice of Your Next Woodworking Project to Chance. 
 

Choosing your next woodworking project can be a difficult process.  Influences like who is going to receive it, 

how long will it take, and how difficult the task, curl around your decision making ability like shavings from 

your favorite plane around your hand.  There are however, very empirical ways to determine which one you 

should choose. These methods have evolved in the shop and utilize those things that are around us. Any 

woodworker can quickly understand the validity of these techniques. 

 

Two methods are quite simple and straight forward.  For the first process you must make a Decision Table.  

Place a small panel of plywood down on your work bench. It needs to be at least 14” x 14”. Smaller sizes will 

not give off the appropriate electromagnetic forces to do their job properly.  If you have a round piece that is 

that large instead of square, so much the better.  With the pencil you use in the shop most often, mark the wood 

in equal pie shaped sections. Make one section for each project you could work on.  Each section should be 

labeled for each possible project.  Making a section smaller than another and then marking it with the project 

you would less want to do is alright.  This is called “bias” and is a time honored tactic.  Now that you have your 

Decision Table made, it’s just a matter of letting providence decide.  In this situation, providence comes in the 

form of a chisel.  The last step is to carefully place your smallest width mortising chisel on the center of the 

board.  With a quick twist of the fingers, spin the chisel so that it makes at least two revolutions.  The choice is 

made when it stops. Wherever the cutting end points, that is your next project.  

 

The second simple way to determine your next project is termed the “thwack method”. This is an ancient 

technique that dates back as far as when man started to use stone hammers to build things.  Remember the first 

time you hit your thumb or finger with a hammer?  This technique merely incorporates that pain into an 

empirical force to help you decide. Assuming you have no more than four projects, write a word that represents 

that project on each finger of one hand.  Extend the fingers with the words on them forward, raise them above 

your head and with one swift motion, bring your fingers down upon your workbench and strike them on the 

edge palm side down.  Here is where you must be sensitive.  Measure in your mind which finger hurts the most. 

This is the one that you will eliminate from the choices.  Continue your thwack technique until you are left with 

only one choice. Wasn’t that easy?   

 

The last technique takes more set up.  It is an adaptation that was first done by a woodworker that was married 

to a Romanian gypsy.  She read tea leaves in a small parlor in the back of his workshop.  For each project, 

choose a curled up wood shaving off the floor that takes up no more than one inch square in volume.  It doesn’t 

matter how much it is curled up, what direction it curls, etc. as long as each is uniform in size.  Mark each of 

these shavings with a word that represents a project.  Pour mineral spirits into a bowl that you typically use in 

the shop for applying finish and fill it half full.  Carefully place the shavings in the center of the bowl.  Now 

watch the shavings closely.  Grab the one that touches the edge of the bowl first.  It represents the project you 

will do next.  Unroll it and see what project you wrote on the shaving.  Please note, if all the shavings sink 

before one shaving touches the bowl, you need to practice making shavings more. 

 

So the next time you are unsure what your next project should be try one of these practices.  I’m sure that one of 

them will work for you.  If you are hesitant to try any of the empirical formulas, then just ask your wife.   I’m 

sure she can tell you very quickly what your next project should be.  Don’t be surprised however when the 

choice may not be the one you want.  



 

 

 
Howard's Corner 

with Howard Van Valzah 
Aka: The Woodorker 

Today I found I have four things to talk about this month, so here 
goes.  My son had his kitchen remodeled and offered me a torn out 
twelve foot counter top.  I accepted it and decided to cut it up to make run 
out and run in tables for some of my power tools.  All worked well until the 
third table which was a run out for my table saw.  It had to be as close as 
possible to the exact height of the saw table with plus nothing, minus 
1/16th tolerance.  I was using 4 x 4 legs to be attached to two thicknesses 
of counter top board each ¾” thick plus about 1/16th Formica.  I measured 
the height of the saw table top as carefully as I could, subtracted the Formica table top thickness and 
cut the legs to length.  After assembly I moved the table up to the saw table and it was about ¼” too 
high and the support structure for the legs was too weak and one leg collapsed.  I took it all apart and 
cut ¼” off each leg, reassembled it and strengthened the leg support structure.  And it was still 1/16th 
too tall!  After much thought trying to figure out how to cut the legs shorter on an assembled table I 
called over a friend to help and we lifted the table up to one of my miter saws and managed to cut 
1/8” off each leg.  Finally it fit just right.  It was obvious that my previous errors in measurement had a 
lot to do with adding and subtracting difficult fractions and measuring the table height with a tape 
measure that could not get close enough to the table to get an accurate measurement. 

     At the last meeting I showed a new portable Dremel circular saw with blades having no teeth.  I 
have since then used the saw to cut some scrap plywood and found it to cut very fast and pretty 
much on line (subject to pilot error).  Someone at the meeting asked if there was dust collection and I 
said it did not.  But I was wrong. It does have an attachment which will connect to a vac.  I have not 
used it yet because I don’t have a hose on hand of the right size to fit the attachment, but I will get 
one because the saw has many uses.  It’s a powerhouse.  

      My Japanese lantern is installed in my front yard and has added a new and unusual light to the 
neighborhood.  I showed the lantern at a club meeting, before I added my address numbers on 
it.  Originally I had a green light in it and I liked it, but I accidently broke it when investigating a failure 
to light.  Someone had suggested that a yellow bug light would be a good idea so I installed one and 
it now has a very lantern like look, which is very good too. 

I was making legs for the larger 2/3 of my redwood slab tables which require two upper pieces and 
one lower piece for each leg.  I laid them out on the redwood board, cut them to rough shape, and 
tried cutting them to exact size on my router table.  These are both curved pieces and normal cutting 
split out big sections of wood, then I tried climb cutting and that just split the whole leg in half.  I glued 
up all the mistakes and took the pieces to my horizontal belt sander and quite rapidly sanded the 
pieces to the line.  When I had them all carefully sanded and ready to assemble it became brutally 
aware to me that I had made six bottom pieces and three top pieces, just the opposite quantities I 
needed.  Like they say in the books, always buy more wood than you really need to allow for 
mistakes and allow for selective cutting to maximize figured wood.  In this case I had purchased the 
wood from Ron Gilkerson several years ago and had more than enough left over.  I belong to the 
school of buying wood in anticipation of future use and keep a significant inventory on hand so that 
when I decide to make something I can normally find the wood I need in stock.   

(The pictures of Howard’s installed Lantern Post and Outfeed Table are in the Show and Tell section) 



 

 
 
 

 
 

Plug Cutter on the Cheap 
 
Many of us who have been engaged in woodworking for some years have managed to acquire an 
amazing inventory of tools and assorted cutters and bits.  But for me at least, each new project 
seems to require yet another router bit or cutter of some kind that I don’t have.  If the item is 
something I am likely to use often, I don’t mind purchasing it.  On the other hand, if it is for a one-time 
special use, I hate to spend the money.   
 
The other day, I was finishing a project that needed inlays of about 1 inch diameter face grain walnut, 
thick enough to be on a cutting board surface.  Plug cutters are the thing to use here – they cut nice 
crisp tapered plugs that fit tightly into standard size holes.  Digging through my plug cutter collection, I 
found only sizes ½ inch and smaller, nothing close to 1 inch.  Off to the catalogs to see how much a 1 
inch plug cutter will set me back – whoa, over $30 and I’ll use the thing once in a blue moon.  Nuts.  I 
do have a collection of hole saws, but they all use a center drill bit in the mandrel to guide the cut.  
This of course results in a hole in the center of the cutout disk.  Hmm, I wonder if I could replace the 
drill bit with a piece of short rod stock in the mandrel and no center drill bit?   This would probably 
work on a drill press, but would the resulting disk diameter fit a standard size forstner bit hole?  It 
turns out that a 1 ¼ inch diameter hole saw results in an approximately 1 1/8 inch disk.  Not a super 
tight fit and a little ragged on the underside edges, but close enough for government work.  
 
See the setup below – I recommend filing a flat on the rod stock where the mandrel set screw meets 
it to make sure the cutter doesn’t spin on the shaft.  I don’t think the result is too bad – you can be the 
judge when I bring the project in to Show and Tell.  

 

 Lee 
  

 

               
 

Editor’s Woodfiller 



 

 

SHOW AND TELL 

                                                                                               

 

                                                                                             

 

 

 

                                                                                              

 

Howard Van Valzah 
 
Japanese Lantern Post 
 

Wood:  Cedar and Redwood 

Howard Van Valzah 
 
Table Saw Outfeed Table 
 
Wood:  Salvaged Countertop 
 
 

Nick Rentas 
 
Walnut Side panel 
 
Wood: Walnut  

Finish: (not yet)  



 

 

SHOW AND TELL 

                                             

 

                                                                                                          

Paul Dehnert 
 
Turned Vase and Wood Bird 
 
Wood:  

Finish:   

Ed Schalk 
 
Puzzle (picture of his original church) 
 
Wood:  

Finish:   

Fred Rizza 
 
Bird House (no photo) 
 
Wood: Pine 

Finish:  Unfinished 



 

 
 

SHOW AND TELL 

                                                                                                              
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                        

Lee Nye 
 
Mantle Clock 
 
Wood: Walnut 

Finish:  Tung Oil 

Tom Prucher 
 
Mechanism 
 
Wood: Maple & Walnut 

Finish:  Unfinished 

Jim Cummings 
 
Wine Presentation Box 
 
Wood: Figured Maple and Padauk      

Finish: Danish Oil 



 

 

SHOW AND TELL 

 

 
 

 
                           
 
 

 
                                  

Dave Burk 
 
Platter and Box 
 
Wood: Walnut 

Finish:  Poly 

Jeff Smith 
 
Laser Plaques 
 
Wood: Pine, Cedar, and Cherry 

Finish:  Unfinished 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Period Furniture 

SIG 
March 19, 2012 

 
This bi-monthly (odd 
numbered months) special 
interest group on period 
furniture meets at the Bosch 
National Training Facility,  

901 South 
Rohlwing Road, 
Addison, IL. 
The group will next 
meet on Monday, 
March 19, at 7pm. 
John Gush will speak 
on hammer 
veneering and the 
alchemy of hide glue.   
 
Members of the Fox 

Valley and the DuPage 
Woodworker’s Clubs are 
welcome to attend. 

 
 
Lee Nye 
roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 
Hand Tool  

SIG 
March 6, 2012 

 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30 pm, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran 
in the lower 
conference 
room. Anyone  
interested in 
the use of hand tools is 
welcome to  
join us for discussion of this 
fascinating area of 
woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the 
experiences of using and 
caring for traditional hand 
tools. 
 
Hope to see you in there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 
 

 
ShopSmith  

SIG 
TBD 

 
The ShopSmith SIG meets 
quarterly.   
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
TBD:  
 
Stay tuned for 
exact date and location. 
 
 
Share your Shopsmith 
experience with us and find 
out what the rest of us have 
been up to with our 
machines. 
 

 
 
 
Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 

sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 
Next FVWWC Meeting 
Tuesday, March 6, 2012 

7:30 pm  
 

Jim Byrne 
 

Topic:  The Welsh Spoon 
. 
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month 
at 7:30 p.m. 
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 


