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Meeting Review: July 2005 
Darrel Anderson was in charge last 

month and did another fine job.  Thanks 
Darrel for volunteering! 

We had a good crowd, despite the holiday, 
and we were especially glad President Ron 
Gilkerson stopped.  In a month or so he will 
be back at the helm running things as 
smoothly as ever.  Great to see you Ron! 

In July Dave Smith showed us how a 
Taleidoscope is constructed and how it 
differs from a more common Kaleidoscope.  
Simply put, Taleidoscopes are actually just 
mirrored Kaleidoscopes.  
Three mirrors are taped 
together forming a hollow 
triangle and are placed in a 
long tube to create a 
Taleidoscope. One end of 
the tube is open and the 
other has a cover with a 
small hole in it’s center. 
Look through the hole at the 
end of the tube and rotate it 
and you view beautiful changing patterns.  
Instead of tiny bits of paper or tiny colorful 
items rotating and colliding to create random 
patterns, a Taleidoscope relies on 
the refracted images to produce an 
ever changing display.   

Thanks Dave for the lessons and 
the show!   

See Dave’s work in The Gallery at 
Hardwood Connection in Sycamore 
where he is sure to be on the job 
helping folks select the perfect wood 
to make their own masterpiece! 

Depot Birdhouses - Part II 
Last year the Women’s Club of Batavia 

asked us to design and build birdhouses 
replicating the historic Batavia Depot.  Many 
helped and the project was a huge success. 

As the sawdust settled,  we had many of 
the parts needed to 
complete a few more 
and most of the parts 
for others.  The ladies  
asked if we would be 
able to complete a few 
more, since they had 
more potential buyers 

than the first order had been able to supply.  
We said sure -- And the fun began! 

Between unscheduled illnesses and over 
booked work schedules, we found ourselves 
short of necessary talent to do the job.  The 
poor birdhouses were on again, off again all 
spring and summer and we were ready to 
call it quits until Teresa Glisson stepped up 
and took over the completion, painting and 
decorating of the last 29 houses. 

Grace Blotch, of the Women’s Club, 
took delivery of the 29 houses at the end of 
June, reported that they are stunning and 

thanked FVWWC, and especially 
Teresa, for another job well done.  A 
percentage of the proceeds will be 
donated to our 2005 finances! 

      Thanks to all who helped over 
the past few months and a special 
thanks to Teresa for making all the 
pieces come together so nicely and 
adding her artistic touch to make 
each one a work of art. 
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FVWWC Events Calendar 
Aug 2nd... Tue...7:30 p.m...General Meeting: Relief 

Carving with Dave Reilly - 
Basic techniques from start 
to “finish” of carving project. 

Aug 20th..Sat.. 9:00 a.m...Breakfast Club: The Red 
Apple Restaurant at 414 S 
Schmale Rd-Carol Stream. 

Sep 6th ... Tue...7:30 p.m...General Meeting: Scroll 
sawing by Pat Laporo of the 
Chicagoland Scrollsawers 

Sep 19-24Per Schedule ....Gathering of Woodcarvers 
(GOW), The Carving Shop in 
Somonauk, IL - Wood Carving 
events hosted by Joe Dillett   

Sep 21st ..Wed. 9:00 a.m...Breakfast Club 
Oct 4th .... Tue...7:30 p.m...General Meeting  
Oct 14th-16th...As Posted.The Woodworking Show - 

Odeum in Villa Park 
Oct 15th....Sat.. 9:00 a.m...Breakfast Club 

FVWWC Officers & Staff 
woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

President..........................Ron Gilkerson 
Vice President .................Dick Secrest 
Treasurer .........................Doug Pfaff 
Secretary..........................Darrel Anderson 
Program Committee........Tom Sharp 
 Mike Brady 
 Dick Secrest 
Membership.....................Roger Vachon 
Show Chairman...............Larry McHone 
Toy Drive Coordinator ....Gail Madden 
Editor/Webmaster ...........Linda Christensen 
Librarian...........................Cheryl Miller 
Raffles/Photographer......Charlie Christensen 
Members-at-Large...........Mike Madden 
 James Nellis 
Show & Tell MC ...............Matt Gauntt 
Audio/Visual Tech...........Will Sharp 
Host..................................Bill Bailey 
Greeter .............................Jim Hildreth 

FVWWC MONTHLY DRAWING 
The following lucky members won the drawings at our July meeting: 

1. Bud Light: Dremel 8000-01 & Accessory Kit Combo 
2. : Quart of Titebond III wood glue 

PLEASE NOTE:  Due to lack of interest, we will be scaling back the Raffles and discussing it they 
should be dropped altogether.  Sales have fallen steadily since last year and the club is loosing 
money instead of increasing our finances as was intended.  We would appreciate your input on this 
matter a.s.a.p. to help us make the decision to continue or drop the monthly Raffles. 

In August we will have a choice of just 2 (two) 1st Prize items (Shown below) as well as some 
secondary items.  (Remember, depending on ticket sales, the AmEx Gift Cheque amount offered for 
first prize will be either $50, $75 or $100.) 

See you at the meeting! 

Charlie Christensen, 
 Raffle Chairman 

FVWWC 

AmEx Gift Cheque 

 
http://www.aeis.com/ 

Porter-Cable FN250B 
Finish Nailer 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.portercable.com 
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Call for Carvers and Whittlers to Help Local Scouts 
We have been contacted regarding Pack Scout Skills Night to see 
if any of the carvers and/or whittlers in our group would be willing to 
teach and demonstrate woodworking skills and knife safety.  

Here are the event details so far:  

• Pack Scout Skills Night will take place on Monday, November 
28th, 2005 at 6:45 pm.  

• Pack meetings are held in the Large gym at Benjamin Middle 
School, in West Chicago (off of St. Charles Road/North 
Avenue).  

• The activities planned for this event so far are archery and 
woodworking.  

The Pack contains around 60 boys consisting of:  
Ø 1st Grade Tiger Cubs  

Ø 2nd Grade Bears  

Ø 3rd Grade Wolves  

Ø 4th Grade 1st year Webelos  

Ø 5th Grade Sr. Webelos  

• There will be two boy scout Den Chiefs performing uniform inspections.  

• The two Senior Webelo dens have earned their Whittle Chip badge, the first step in 
knife safety. 

• Most Wolf/Bear/Jr. Webelos have not worked with knives yet. 

• Tiger Scouts are the newest and will just be starting Scouting in September.  

At this event, they would like demonstrated:  
Ø Knife safety 

Ø Proper carving/whittling technique 

Ø Small project for Scouts to do 

Ø If possible, a display of your various projects  

• Parents and Den Leaders will be in attendance.  
• Any materials needed for projects will be purchased prior to the event.  

That is it for the moment, they just had their first planning meeting on 
Wednesday the 13th to discuss all of the dates, etc. 

Anyone interested in assisting with this project should contact: 

Christy Lauf 
Den Leader, Pack 175 

(630) 784-1619 
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Wood Donation Guidelines for the DuPage Children’s Museum 
The following is to outline criteria for donations of wood, wood donation procedures, and point people for 
questions regarding wood, the Construction House, and Kiwanis Club.   

Criteria for Wood Donations for Construction House: 
• We cannot accept treated wood, siding, painted wood, plywood or flooring. 
• We also cannot take skids or pieces of wood with lots of nails or splinters.  Clean, smooth wood is ideal. 
• We can not take wood that has already been placed in a dumpster.  Often there are other building materials 

and garbage (glass, brick, trash, etc.) that pose a hazard when retrieving wood.  We also want to avoid 
possible injury that may occur from dumpster diving. 

• All donations become the property of the DuPage Children’s Museum.  In-Kind Donation forms can be filled 
out at the donors request by any Museum Manager, Director, or Maintenance Staff member.  We do not 
assign value to donations.  We leave assignment of value to the donor for their tax purposes. 

Exceptions for Donations for the Maintenance Department: 
• Large sheets of plywood can be used by the maintenance department. 
• Hardwood is good for exhibits and wall building. 
• If a donor is unsure if their wood donation can be used by us, they can ask Paul Gooding, or a member of 

our Exhibit Maintenance Department, Mark Wickart or Pete Piry. 
Wood Donation Procedures: 
• Most of our donations are drop offs from visitors and other donors that know of our need.  If you know of an 

individual or company that has a small or large supply of wood (scrap ends or new pieces) and is willing to 
donate, please direct them to drop off their donation at the South West corner of the museum.  There is a 
wood donation bin that is emptied on a regular basis by our Kiwanis Club and Maintenance Staff.  This is the 
ideal way for us to receive a wood donation as DCM does not have a vehicle or the staffing to make pick-
ups on short notice.  This also has the added benefits of bringing donors to the museum, perhaps offering 
them a tour, and saving staff time and energy.  As noted above, and In-Kind donation form can be provided 
upon request. 

• If you know of an individual or company that is willing to donate, but they are unable to make a drop off, 
please see Paul Gooding.  He will try to coordinate a pick up of wood from the donor.  DCM does not have a 
vehicle to be able to make regular pick ups, but with time we can arrange for DCM staff with larger vehicles 
to assist.  Unfortunately, we sometimes may not be able to follow through on a potential donation because of 
time, staffing, or transport issues, but we will always make our best effort to work with our donors. 

• If you would like for us to speak with a potential donor to either outline our needs or coordinate a pick-up, 
please see the appropriate contact person below.  You can either give us their name and phone number or 
give them one of our business cards.  Business cards can be found at the Visitor Services desk. 

Contact People: 
• Paul Gooding, Museum Floor Manager- See Paul for coordination of any large donations or if a donor is 

unable to make a drop off.  Paul can also judge if a wood donation is usable.  Kiwanis Club members should 
see Paul when they feel that our wood supply is low and we need to seek out donations.  Paul’s number 
(630) 637-8000, #5180 or pgooding@dupagechildrensmuseum.org. 

• Mark Wickart- See Mark for any questions regarding the Kiwanis Club, saws, quality of a wood donation, or 
storage of a wood donation.  Kiwanis Club members should see Mark for questions on whether to save non-
Construction House quality wood, saw repair, or other technical or maintenance concerns.  Questions can 
also be directed to Pete Piry if Mark is unavailable.  Mark’s and Pete’s extension in the shop is #3500. 

• Ebie Morris- Please see Ebie if you know of a lead on a donation that needs to be followed up on.  Ebie can 
also help out if an in-kind donation form is needed or when we need to seek out new sources of wood.  Paul 
will go to Ebie if a new donor is needed if supply is low.  Ebie’s extension is #2750. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
A local children’s museum seeks donations of Pine, Balsa, Basswood 
and Cedar cut-offs for hands-on workshops -- See details below. 

Linda G. Christensen, Editor: (630) 897-4877 - woodworkers@fvwwc.org 
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h Reprinted from the “Tips, Tricks, & Jigs” section of www.woodzone.com. 

Cabinet and Carcass Squaring Blocks 
These little jigs can help you keep a box or cabinet square during construction. 

Have you have ever built a box or cabinet? Then you know how 
difficult it can be to square it up, and keep it that way while the 
glue dries. These blocks are simple to make and worth their 
weight in gold!   
Step 1 
Cut an 8"or 10" square from scrap 3/4" plywood. 

Step 2 
Use a dado blade or router to cut a 1/2" deep groove 3/4" wide 
down the center of the block. 
Step 3 
Cut or rout another groove perpendicular to the first. 
Step 4 
Use a hole saw or large spade bit to drill a 1-1/2" - 2" hole in the 
middle of the board, at the intersection of the two grooves. This 
hole will aid in alignment and help remove excess glue. 
TIP: 
A coat of polyurethane or varnish will help to keep glue from 
sticking to the blocks during setup. 

Security Timer To Prevent Overcharged Batteries 
If you read the instruction manual for your cordless tools, there's 
probably a warning about not over charging your battery packs. 
While many of the chargers made by the larger tool companies now 
have a built in timer, many of the old and less expensive new 
imported tools don't offer this option. 

An easy way to get around this problem is to use a home security 
timer like the ones used to turn on table lamps when you are away 
on vacation. (Available at any hardware store.) Simply set the timer 
to turn off after the desired time period. Make sure you set the timer 
so it won't turn back on. If you have a couple of battery chargers 
you can use a power strip with the timer to turn them all off at the 
same time.  
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Attention FVWWC Members 
Have something to Sell and can't wait for the next 
Newsletter to be published?  Looking for a special tool 
to buy/borrow and don't know who to ask?  Hear some 
woodworking news too good to keep to yourself?  Call 
or send us an email with details and we will broadcast 
it to all online Members! 

Contact FVWWC Editor/Webmaster 
(630)897-4877 or woodworkers@fvwwc.org  

FOR SALE 
I have four fletches, three of walnut and 

one of white oak, two are a little more than 8 
foot long, and two are about 3 foot long. The 
white oak one is 8 foot, and is an especially 
nice piece. Fletches are the curved part of 
the log, with one flat side they can be used 
for benches, just by 
building legs. I would 
like to get $5.00 each 
for the short ones, 
$20 for the walnut 
long piece and $25 
for the white oak long 
one. Anyone can 
have the whole lot for $45.00.  (Located in 
the Big Rock/Hinckley, IL area south of 
DeKalb, west of Route 47 & near I-88) 

Call Walter Quanstrom at (630) 556-3298 

Attention Turners! 
Newly cut Mulberry (some spalted) from 

large tree.  Sections 18” long that are as 
large as 16”-18” in diameter and 3’ sections 
8”-10” in diameter.  Take whole section or 
will cut in chunks to suit your needs. 

Also have some Spalted Maple pieces 
from last year and some of that very nice 
Black Cherry (some curly) that came from 
Dennis Reckamp’s in Batavia. 

ALL FREE FOR THE TAKING! 
Call Mike Madden at (630) 759-5119 

The Woodworking Shows 
Chicago: October 14-16  2005 

Fall 2005's Woodworking Show is returning to 
the Odeum in Villa Park on October 14th, 15th 
& 16th.  FVWWC takes pride in the variety of 
skills within our membership and welcomes an 
opportunity to share this aspect with the public.   

FVWWC is making plans to have our standard 
display highlighting some of Show & Tell items 
and other projects members wish lend to our 
exhibit.  Bring your projects to the October 
meeting or contact us for pick-up/ delivery 
arrangements. Items will be treated with the 
utmost care until returned at to you in November. 

As always, member’s are needed to lend a 
hand, all three days, from setup to tear down.  
The work isn’t hard (very little heavy lifting), the 
rewards are many and it’s a lot of fun. 

The Odeum was where many first discovered 
FVWWC and that tradition continues. If you can 
give us an hour or two helping in the booth, you 
will earn the undying gratitude of myself and the 
club and the perk is free entrance to the show. 
The only thing you need to bring with is a smile 
and your club enthusiasm. You will get a chance 
to tell others about the club and get a chance to 
talk shop with some of your fellow members. 
Don’t hesitate — sign up now! 

Call (815) 824-8038 to volunteer or sign up at 
the next meeting. 

 Thank you for your support! 

Larry McHone, Show Chairman 
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July’s Show & Tell display was a bit 
smaller than usual but impressive, none the 
less.  Member’s participated as follows: 

• Chris Vavrinek: Tool Case w/
Tray made of unfinished Pine. 

• Jim Gill: Mortising Jig of 
unfinished Pine. 

• Dan Jarodsky: Treat Dispenser 
made of Pine and Walnut with a 
Poly-Urethane finish. 

• Larry McHone: Candle Stand 
occasional table of Cherry with a 
Minwax Antique Oil finish. 

• Charlie Christensen: Test Model of a 
Post Cap made of White Oak which 
will be painted for outdoors. 

• Fred Rizza: Cradle made of Oak with 
an Oil Stain and Cabot Sealer. 

Again, each one was an interesting and 
educational example of the vast array of our 

club’s talent.  Thanks to all for 
sharing! 

Show & Tell 
Matt Gauntt, MC 

Membership Update 
July 2005 

Renewals: 
 Dan Whelan - Montgomery 

New Members: 
 Sherman Reader - Maple Park 
 Ron Ahlberg - North Aurora 
 Robert Lawrence - Elgin 
 Keith A. Lambert - Warrenville 

Roger Vachon, Membership 

Virtual Shop Tour Project Continues 
Work is being compiled by Doug Olson for presentation at a future meeting.  Please see 

Doug during a break or contact him at dolson123@aol.com or (815) 541-8228 and he will be 
happy to give you the details on how to participate! 

We Have A Winner! 
 We finally drew from the list 
of members who took Rich 
Rossio’s turning classes in 
April to see who walked away 
with the door prize. 
 The winner, John Winton, 
chose the 3 Pc. Lathe Tool 
Set donated by Rich Rossio. 
 Please Note: We are now 
planning another round of 
classes -- see Linda C. for 
details or to sign up!!! 



Fox Valley Woodworkers Club, Inc. 
PO Box 1041 
Batavia, IL  60510-1041 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
Meets at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

1st Tuesday of each Month at 7:30 p.m. 
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Visitors Always Welcome! 

Agenda for August 2005 
Relief Carving with Dave Reilly of 

Lemont, IL  Dave began “playing around” 
with carving tools in grammar school and 
carving seriously in 1965. 

David teaches Woodcarving 
at the College of DuPage in 
Glen Ellyn and offers private 
carving lessons in all skill 
levels.  

He will demonstrate the 
basics of how one designs, 
chooses the wood, does the 
layout, carves and finishes a 
relief carved project. 

Aspiring carvers are urged 
to hone their skills with “What a Relief”, an 
ongoing training series done in David's 
unique style of easy to follow presentations 
on “The World’s only DVD Video 
Magazine for Craftsmen” at: 

www.woodworkingathome.com  


