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Meeting Review  
September 4, 2012 

Program Topic: 
Windsor Chair Making 

Keith Thompson 
 
Keith Thompson has been a Windsor chair 
maker for 10 years; he and his friends have 
completed over 23 chairs of various types and 
even sold 4 of them. He was trained by Mike 
Dunbar and Mike Herrel, and has sponsored 
classes in his home wood shop. Many of the 
chairs he made were displayed recently at a 
Craft Show in Warren Township.  
 
Keith reviewed some of the history of Windsor 
chairs, styles, and basic construction 
components.  On display were sack-back, 
bow-back, comb-back with a writing desk, a 
rocker, and continuous-arm style chairs.   
 
Joinery for the bow, spindles, and legs is 
critical and Keith spent some time explaining 
the basic steps. He uses some jigs to help with 
the compound angles needed for drilling the 
mortises.  He also demonstrated using an 
adze to sculpt the seat.  While some 
woodworkers will build the entire chair from 
scratch, Keith mentioned that many 
components can be purchased, including lathe 
turned parts and the back bows. 
 
Thanks Keith for an interesting presentation. 
 

 

 

 

SPECIAL REMINDER!! 
EQUIPMENT AUCTION AT THE 
OCTOBER 2 GENERAL MEETING 

(details inside) 
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: Tom Sharp  
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Past President:  Ron Gilkerson  
 rongilker@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President:  Mike Brady 
 mbrady25@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 

Secretary:  John Gesiakowski 
 secretary@fvwwc.org 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 Dcnfox127@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

           Daniel Moss 

 

Raffles:  Gail Madden 

 Norm Musur  

 

Photographer:  Keith Rosche 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

 

Show Chairman:  Ed Schalk 

 ed_schalk@ameritech.net 

 

Toy Drive Mike & Gail Madden  

  

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Gail Madden 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

FVWWC  
Special Interest Groups 

 
Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

    

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

Period Furniture  Lee Nye 

SIG Chair:  roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

FVWWC Website 
http://fvwwc.org 

 
Email Us: 

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES  

 
 

2013 membership dues collection is 
underway.  Bring your checkbook or 
cash to the General Meeting and see 
Steve Fox, our Membership Chair. Get 
the 2013 red validation sticker for your 
badge.  Dues are still $30 per member 
and the member’s family is included. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rongilker@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/November/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:secretary@fvwwc.org
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
mailto:Dcnfox127@aol.com
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/ed_schalk@ameritech.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/July%20FVWWC/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
http://fvwwc.org/
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October 
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

Oct 2 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

Oct 2 
(Tues) 

7:00PM Auction Items Preview 

Oct 2 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Oct 17 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 
414 S. Schmale Rd. 

November 
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

Nov 6 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

   Nov 6 
   (Tues) 

7:00PM Hands On Demo 

   Nov 6 
   (Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Nov 21 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

 

FVWWC General Meeting 
October 2 Program: 

Historic Barns 
Dave Bauer 

 
Want to learn more about historic barns? The 
program, given by Garfield Farms museum 
staff member, Dave Bauer, will provide a 
general overview of historic barns.  We are the 
last generation that will have known barns as 
part of the rural landscape. With the changes 
in agriculture, most barns now no longer meet 
the demands of large machinery or the decline 
of livestock on the typical farm. As a result, 
forces of nature, consolidation of small farms 
into large farms, economics, and the passage 
of time is totally eliminating what was once 
such a dominate feature of the American 
countryside.  The talk will include discussions 
on basic barn terminology, the evolution of 
barn types, and the differences between 
modern and historic barns. Dave will also 
cover Garfield Farm’s historic barns and how 
they fit in with Kane County’s other historic 
rural structures.   

 

      

Hand Tool 
Special Interest Group 

 
All members and guests are invited to the 
Hand Tool SIG monthly meetings.  Even if you 
just have a question about a tool that has 
been lying around your shop and you don’t 
have a clue how to sharpen it or use it, please 
stop in.  Feel free to come and go as you 
please.  We have a solid corps of regulars, but 
we like new faces too.   It’s a great place to 
sell unwanted hand tools too.  We’re meeting 
at 6:30pm before each regular club meeting, 
in the lower level of the church building. 
 
Mike Brady 

 

 

Chip Carving Seminar 
Milford Lau 

 

Learn to chip carve a Christmas ornament with 
the instruction of Milford Lau, a master chip 
carving instructor.   
 
The seminar will be held on Saturday, 
November 3rd, from 9AM until 4PM in the 
Bethany Lutheran Church facility in Batavia. 
The instructor will provide the wood blanks.  
Participants must have a chip carving knife 
and a honing stone.  Mr. Lau can purchase 
knives ($35) and honing stones ($25) for those 
making an advance request.  The cost will be 
$45 for the seminar including lunch.  
 

To enroll or get more information, call 
Ron Gilkerson on 630-879-8756. 
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     Library 

       Notes 
 

 
The club library has added several magazine compilations on DVD-ROM this month.  
These include Shopnotes, Today's Woodworker, Woodsmith and Woodwork (How they 
got Shopnotes and Woodsmith onto a single DVD each, I have no idea).  Thus far, the 
library has the following magazines on DVD-ROM: 
 
   MAGAZINE    DVD 
  American Woodworker  (1985 - 2002) D174 
  American Woodworker  (2003 - 2010) D175 
  Fine Woodworking (1975 - 2010)  D131 
  Shopnotes (1 - 120)    D203 
  Today's Woodworker (1989 - 1998) D202 
  Wood (1984 - 1989)    D060 
  Wood (1990 - 1994)    D061 
  Wood (1995 - 1999)    D062 
  Wood (2000 - 2004)    D063 
  Wood (2005 - 2009)    D064 
  Woodsmith  (1 - 200)    D204 
  Woodwork (1989 - 1994)   D205 
  Woodwork (1995 - 1999)   D207 
  Woodwork (2000 - 2004)   D206 
  Woodwork (2005 - 2011)   D208 
 

 
Since the library has these magazines available in electronic format, over the next few 
months, the library will be placing bundles of these magazines in the Silent Auction 
(until the library weighs less than the four members required to move it).  Please check 
the silent auction table. 
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Library Notes (Continued) 

 
The catalog assigns each of the articles to a particular category.  So you can focus 
your search if you are looking for a particular piece of information.  We've consolidated 
all of the articles from each of the magazines onto a single worksheet.  Look in the 
Magazines by Category workbook.  The categories are: 
 
Adhesives, Biographies, Dust Collection, Finishing, Home Improvement, Home Repair, 
Intarsia, Joinery, Lumber, Indoor Furniture, Outdoor Furniture, Jigs, Kids - Puzzles, 
Indoor Non-Furniture, Outdoor Non-Furniture, Shop, Reference - Home, Reference - 
Shop, Individual Reviews, Multiple Reviews, Scrollsaw, Sharpening, Tool Techniques, 
Tools, Wood Carving, Wood Turning, Wood Business. 
 
So if you are looking for a scrollsaw pattern, look in the Scrollsaw worksheet.  If you 
read about a terrific end table plan some years ago, in some magazine somewhere, try 
the Indoor Furniture worksheet.  All the articles about intarsia, marquetry, inlay, and 
veneering are included in the Intarsia worksheet. 
 

The club received a number of book donations last month and they have been added 
to the library.  Unfortunately, some of them were duplicates of books we already had, 
so we will be having a book sale prior to the October meeting, starting at 7:00.  Also, 
the library will again be placing bundles of excess magazines in the Silent Auction 
(until the library weighs less than the four members required to move it).  Please check 
the silent auction table. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Hands-On Demos 
 

Our bi-monthly hands-on demo has been a fine success.  At the September meeting, Dave 
Dockstader demonstrated the WorkSharp 3000 sharpening system and his custom designed 
cabinet.  Tom Sharp will demo router setup, using several common routers, at the November 
meeting.  Let the Board know if you have ideas for future demo topics. 
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Silent Auction Winners: 
1.  Bags of General Finishing wood products:  John Walter, John       
Gesiakowski, Chuck Harper. 
2.  2 - 1/6 HP electric motors:  Sherm Taylor 
3.  Miniature doll house kit:  Richard Lentz. 
4.  Basswood board:  Steve Fox. 
5.  5 auger bits:  James Nellis 
6.  Set of 1997 Shop Notes magazines:  Dave Kline.    
  

 

FVWWC Christmas Toy Project 
 

In August, we sent an email to all FVWWC members about making some projects with the hope 
of selling them at a craft fair to make some money for our Christmas donations this year. At the 
last Board meeting we discussed making this endeavor our sole way of making money for gifts.   
We would then not ask the club members to make the usual toys for donation, but to make items 
for a craft show instead. Our club members exhibit a wide variety of high quality projects at our 
Show and Tell – most of these would be very marketable at craft shows catering to higher end 
items.  We would take all profits and make that our donation to the needy families in our 
communities. This is where we need your help and we only ask once a year. What better thing to 
think of when the weather is still hot - Christmas is only few months away. Please let us know if 
you will help out and specifically what you intend to make.  We now have our entry confirmed at 
the DuPage Expo Center Craft Show to be held November 17 and 18, 2012.  Now it is time to get 
busy in the woodshop and make like Santa’s elves. 
 
Some project ideas: 
Bandsaw Boxes (always a good item) 
Puzzle Boxes 
Try your hand at the puzzles we saw demoed, turnings (pens, ornaments, bowls, platters) 
furniture, boxes, kids games (we can all make a bean bag toss game in our sleep  - make it and 
decorate it - heck make two or three), small toys, signs.  Make something collaborative with a 
friend, neighbor, or fellow member, you name it we want it. 
 
Please let Mark Dreyer ( woodworkers@fvwwc.org ) know of your plans to participate if you have 
not already done so. 
 

We will need all projects by the November 6 meeting. 
 
Note:  If you are not able to provide items for the craft show, it is still okay to contribute cash or 
bring in toys and other gift items to the FVWWC Christmas Party on December 19, 2012. 

mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
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President’s Sawdust 
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 

The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully 

always entertaining. 

 

Stradivari’s Curd 
 
Antonio Stradivari is known for making the most superb violins in history.  Even today, 
his instruments are regarded as the most coveted of all those made in the past.  Made 
during the 17th and 18th century, there is much conjecture about what made his 
instruments so vibrant during use.  Some said it was the special coatings of potassium 
borate to temper the wood coupled with the unique varnish that included honey and 
egg white.  What is more convincing is the condition of the wood used.  The spruce 
used for the body came from a region in Italy where the trees were very close 
together, got little sunlight and therefore grew very little from year to year.  This caused 
the growth rings to be tightly packed and made the wood vibrate more than other 
violins when played.  Given the secret methods of construction and special woods he 
used, Antonio knew his craft very well.  
  
However, Antonio (just like all of us) had his off days.  Sometimes a violin would not 
come out so well.  Perhaps he had a bit too much wine the night before making a 
crucial piece or had a fight with his wife over the previous weekend.  The subsequent 
instrument once completed would not have that perfect pitch or didn’t quite resonate 
like it was supposed to.  As a result, these lesser instruments would be known as 
curds and would be sold for a lesser cost.  They weren’t bad instruments; after all they 
were still a Stradivarius. 
    
What is lesser known is that the locale of Cremona Italy was also home for other 
luthiers.  Like Antonio, they too were masters in their own right.  In addition to the 
instrument makers, Cremona also sported a fine symphony orchestra where the 
instruments were used by musicians in the area.  The conductor for this group had the 
wonderful problem of figuring out who would have the first chair for the various 
instruments, which would play solos, and what music to play that would reveal the 
symphony members playing skills and that of the instruments being played.  Naturally, 
the craftsmen making the instruments wanted their own instruments to be used in 
order to market their fine wares.  
   
On one particular occasion the conductor had to choose between a musician that had 
one of Antonio’s curd violins and another musician that was using an instrument by 
another luthier, Tewin le Bush.  The music to be played was a special number that 
used violins as the foremost instrument which made his decision even more crucial 
that he choose the right instrument.   
 
After a little thought he knew what his decision should be.  It was a simple choice.  
Even back then, everyone knew that  
 

 a curd in the band is worth more than Tewin le Bush.   
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Howard's Corner 

with Howard Van Valzah 
Aka: The Woodorker 

 
          

My latest adventures with my redwood table top sound like a 
comedy of errors.  I found that epoxy worked quite well filling holes with 
transparency, but a few of the plugs popped out when sanded when the 
wood was punky (rotten).  So I chipped out the bad wood and filled the 
larger holes with more epoxy.  This worked great in some holes but 
leaked out the bottom with others.  This made rather a “nice” mess on 
my cushioning rug on the floor of my shop.  I cleaned it up fairly well 
with acetone.  In some cases enough epoxy had dried in the hole to keep it from leaking again, so I 
refilled them and that was great.  But other voids still existed on the edges where previous attempts 
had failed because all the epoxy drained out of the side openings.   

Then I built up an elaborate setup to seal the side opening using a rubber mixing pad to which 
adhesives won’t stick.  I used four clamps to hold the rubber in place and filled the big void.  You 
guessed it.  The epoxy found a way out and found a couple of clamps to stick to as well as the rug 
below.  This was another disaster and another waste of expensive epoxy.  I’m not sure what the next 
step will be.  I might try again with a better way to seal the rubber pad, only this time I would check it 
with water first.  I was hopeful to have this job done and delivered by now, but it is planned to be an 
outdoor table and I don’t want it to experience a winters’ adverse exposure before it has a chance to 
be used while it is brand new.  Like the Cubs, “wait till next year”. 

I did discover something interesting in all this messing around.  The epoxy dries clear and 
glossy which is great, but as soon as it is sanded it becomes “frosted” and no longer transparent.  
Surprisingly I discovered that shellac eliminates the frost and renews the transparency.  That’s hard 
to believe, but it actually happens.   

As some of you know I had to give up playing golf, which I loved, because my knees and back 
just didn’t get along with the physical demands of the game.  Since then, my second hobby has been 
gardening.   I almost had my own yard under control when the need became obvious that our church 
garden “had gone to pot”, because anyone who tried to take care of it got a bad case of poison ivy.  
Since I have successfully conquered poison ivy in my own yard I volunteered myself to fix up the 
garden if the church would finance the necessary rework.  They agreed with my terms and I have 
another career it seems and a case of poison ivy.  And I am too much of a designer to accept the 
existing garden plan.  The new design required a major transplanting of almost everything and 
destruction of a lot of dead stuff.  350 new plants are coming soon to be planted ASAP.  Needless to 
say there has been, and there still is, a lot of work to be done.  Here is another case of “Wait till next 
year”.  In both cases I hope and pray that my health will stay good enough to finish the work I have 
started.      
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A Winter Project 
 
With Fall now in full swing, woodworkers are thinking of spending more time in their shops – possibly 
building Christmas projects (for the craft show, maybe) or getting started on that big project you have 
been putting off.  In my case, I took the plunge, spent a small fortune on hardwood, and began my 
long delayed Period Secretary Desk.  I am basing the project on the 3-part  “18th Century 
Pennsylvania Secretary” articles from the 2002 Fine Woodworking Magazine, written by Lonnie Byrd.   
 
 

 
 
On the right is a picture of my progress so far: 
 
What you say?  It doesn’t look like you have done 
anything yet?  Well actually, I have done quite a bit 
of work.  First, I sketched the desk with rough 
dimensions to determine how much material I 
need.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
From my sketches, I determined the show surfaces that will be “fancy or 
figured” cherry – obviously the drawer fronts, desk lid, and tombstone door 
panels.  The sides will be “regular” cherry and backs, bottoms, and tops 
will be poplar.  This led to a shopping list of boards needed and several 
hours of selecting the right boards for the project at Hardwood 
Connection.  So, I already have a number of hours into the project and 
haven’t made any sawdust as yet.   
 
Next steps are the cut lists and marking the boards needed for each part.  
Then I’ll do the surface and thickness planing and cutting to rough size for 
case panel glue up.   
 
Stay tuned – I expect this project will take me all winter to finish. 

 
 

Lee  

Editor’s Woodfiller 
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SHOW AND TELL 
                                                                                               

                                                                                

                                                                                             

 

      

 

 
Tom Foster 
 
Project:  Tic Tac Toe Game 
 
Wood:  Cherry and Walnut 
 
Finish:  Briwax – antique 

mahogany 

 
Tom Foster 
 
Project:  Fish Pull Toy  
 
Wood:  Pine and Maple 
 
Finish:  Arti Toymakers Dye 
              w/ spray poly 
 

 
Joe O’Malley 
 
Project:  Rough turned bowl   
                blanks 
 
Wood:  yes 
 
Finish:  None 
 
Note:  made from scrap cut-offs from  

Sycamore SteamShow sawmill 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

      

 

                                                    

  

 

                                                                      

 
Jeff Smith 
 
Project:  Recycling Can Cover 
 
Wood:  Plywood 
 
Finish:   
 
 

 
Jeff Smith 
 
Project:  Laser and Shop Bot 
      items 
 
Wood:  Oak, aromatic cedar, 
             maple, walnut, cherry 
 
Finish:  Danish Oil on walnut 
    items 
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Auction  -  Auction -  Auction  -  Auction 
At the October 2 Meeting 

 
A friend of Jim Vojcek is moving and closing his shop.  He has very generously offered 
some of his equipment to the FVWWC.  The Board has decided to sell the items at a 
“live auction” (as opposed to a “silent auction”) at our October meeting – all proceeds 
will go into the club’s general fund.   
 
Come early to the meeting and check out the items for sale.  Be prepared with cash or 
check to bid and with a vehicle to take the items home.  We expect to sell all items and 
not to move and store them after the meeting.  All sales are final – no returns. 
 
 

Item Description 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Leigh 24” Dovetail Jig – Adjustable 
guide fingers      (no manual) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   2. Ryobi Oscillating Spindle Sander 
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2.  INCA Tablesaw with side bore 
attachment and separate motor (1 HP?) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. INCA Model 342 Bandsaw w/ built-in motor, 
miter gauge, fence, and misc blades 

 

    
 

 
 
 
 
5.  Sears Craftsman Drill Press, floor stand 
type, 15”, 12 speed, ½ HP motor, w/ extension 
supports 
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6.  Delta Universal Mobile Base (new in box), 
30” x 30” max size, 300 lbs max weight. (This 
type requires customer furnished 2”x2” wood 
sized to fit machine base.) 

 

    
 

 
 
7.  Porter-Cable Speedtronic Router, w/ 
Woodhaven Router Table, fence, and P-C 
edge guide.  I believe this is the 3-hp unit with 
5 speed settings and a digital read out.  The 
fixed type base is supposed to have double D-
handles, but these have been cut off to fit into 
the table. 

 
 
 

 

    
 

 
 
 
 
8.  DustBoy 2 HP Dust Collector, w/ two 55 
gallon drums (one steel and one plastic) and 
dust bags.  The motor appears to be wired for 
220vac but I believe it can be rewired for 110 
vac. 
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9.  JET Dust Collector, 1HP motor, with a 2  
micron upper felt bag 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

10. INCRA Router Precision Router Jig 
System, including manual 
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13.  Handscrew Clamps – two large 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Delta 1” Belt / 8” Disc Sander, Model 
31-340 (some rust on tables) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

12.  Miscellaneous items – bench dogs, Micro-
Jig Gripper (not complete), other items 
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Period Furniture 

SIG 
TBD 

 
This special interest 
group on period 
furniture usually 
meets on the 3rd 
Monday of odd 
numbered months.   
 
The next meeting 
is yet to be 
scheduled.  We  
will no longer be 
meeting at the 

Bosch Training Center and 
need a new location.    
 
 
 
Members of the Fox Valley 
and the DuPage 
Woodworker’s Clubs are 
welcome to attend. 

 

Lee Nye 
roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 
Hand Tool  

SIG 
October 2, 2012 

 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30 pm, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran 
in the lower 
conference 
room. Anyone  
interested in 
the use of hand tools is 
welcome to  
join us for discussion of this 
fascinating area of 
woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the 
experiences of using and 
caring for traditional hand 
tools. 
 
Hope to see you in there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 
 

 
ShopSmith 

SIG 
TBD 

 
The ShopSmith SIG meets 
quarterly.   
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
TBD:  
 
Stay tuned for 
exact date and location. 
 
 
Share your Shopsmith 
experience with us and find 
out what the rest of us have 
been up to with our 
machines. 
 

 
 
 
Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 

sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 

Next FVWWC Meeting 
Tuesday, October 2, 2012 

7:30 pm  

 

Program Topic: 
Historic Barns 

Dave Bauer 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/January%202012/roadbiker123@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/January%202012/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/January%202012/sourceror@sbcglobal.net
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month 
at 7:30 pm (except this July – see 
schedule). 
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 


