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FVWWC General Meeting 
September 3, 2013 Program 

 
Allan Malmstrom 

CarveWright 
The basic CarveWright system is a CNC carving 
machine, project designer software, carving bits, and 
accessories.  The machine can carve, cut, surface, 
edge route, and miter a workpiece with a variety of 
bits and techniques.  Allan (not pictured) is a 
CarveWright rep who will show us what this machine 
can do. 
 

 
 

 
Thanks to Ed and John for their 

culinary efforts on our August Grill 
Night. 
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Calendar of Events 

September 2013 

Date Time Event 

Sept 3 
(Tues) 

6:30PM Hand Tool SIG 

Sept 3 6:30PM ShopSmith SIG 

Sept 3 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Sept 18 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast 
Club 

Red Apple 
Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

October 2013 

Date Time Event 

Oct 1   
(Tues) 

6:30PM Hand Tool SIG 
 

Oct 1   
(Tues) 

7:00PM Hands On Demo 

Oct 1   
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Oct 5 
(Sat) 

10:00AM Shop Tour 
Ottawa, IL 

Oct 16 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast 
Club 

Red Apple 
Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

 

Auction and Raffle 
 
At the September 3 meeting we will be having a 
raffle, a silent auction or a live auction or maybe 
a combination of all three!  Bring some extra 
bucks and look for the bargains.   
 
Norm Musur 

 

August 6, 2013 Program Review 
 

Rich Rossio  
Offset Wood Turning 

 
Rich demonstrated his unique and elegantly 
simple approach to offset wood turning.  Rich 
is an expert turner and does great work, but 
is also an excellent and entertaining teacher.  
He certainly convinced me that I could do 
offset turning too.  Thanks Rich.   
 

 
 
 SHOP TOUR   

We will be having a tour of Arnie 
Bandstra's shop on the first Saturday of 
OCTOBER (the 5th).  Arnie lives in Ottawa 
so line up a car pool and mark your 
calendar.  Details at the October 1st 
meeting. 
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: John Gesiakowski 

 president@fvwwc.org 

  

Past President:  Tom Sharp 
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Vice President:  Mike Brady 
 mbrady25@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 dhpfaff@gmail.com 

 

Secretary:  Ed Schalk 
 secretary@fvwwc.org 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 dcnfox127@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

            

Raffles:  Gail Madden 

 Norm Musur  

 

Photographer:  open 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

 

Show Chairman:  open 

 

Toy Drive Mike & Gail Madden  

  

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Gail Madden 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

 

FVWWC  
Special Interest Groups 

 
Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

    

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 FVWWC Website 
http://fvwwc.org 

 
Email Us: 

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Silent Auction 
 
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our 
programming and awards is via the items 
donated for auction.  While many of us are 
notorious packrats, at some point you have to 
give in and clean out your stash of unneeded 
woodworking tools, wood, and other supplies.  
That way you can free up room to get more 
stuff!  So, get on the ball and dig through your 
workshop shelves, toolboxes, and cabinets for 
items someone else might want.  It’s a three 
way win – you get more space, the club gets 
some cash, and the buyer gets something he 
needs. 
 
At the September 3 meeting, we will be 
having a raffle, a silent auction or a live 
auction or maybe a combination of all 
three!  Bring some extra bucks and look for 
the bargains.   
 
Norm Musur 
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Howard's Corner 
with Howard Van Valzah 

Aka: The Woodorker 

 
          

This month I have a bunch of interesting things to write about but most are not woodworking 
because I haven't been doing any.  The closest thing I have to wood working is that I ordered a kit for 
making a tall pepper grinder from Craftsman Supply.  We need one because every one that we buy 
from a store with pepper in it fails long before the pepper is consumed.  Wood turning is not one of 
my favorite activities but I enjoy doing it occasionally.  And I have a number of real nice turning blanks 
on hand.  Now all I have to do is make the time to get it done, which will not be easy. 

 
      A friend has asked me to build a very strange piece of furniture.  It is a small bench with 

the legs curved on the bottom allowing the bench to tilt front to back.  The idea is that a person gets 
on their knees to pray and can then sit back on the bench.  As I said it's kind of strange what people 
will ask for from a custom woodworker.  I do not solicit custom work, but sometimes it comes from 
friends and it gives me the opportunity to reduce my wood inventory and get some extra cash to buy 
more tools.  This project only has two legs and a top so it won't take too long to make. 

 
    Last weekend my wonderful wife and I celebrated our 57th wedding anniversary by traveling 

to Austin, MN to spend the night in a Frank Lloyd Wright designed home.  There were no plaster walls 
or ceilings in the house.  Instead they were made of stone or wood.  Our bed was very close to a 
stone wall and I told my wife she was "stonewalled".  All night long we were bombarded by acorns 
crashing into the roof.  I felt like we were in a bomb shelter and did not sleep well.  But the house was 
remarkable and I would recommend the visit to everyone.  The following day we visited the Spam 
Museum.  Austin is the home of Hormel Company, the makers of Spam.  Would you believe they 
process 308,000 pork shoulders every day making ten different flavors of Spam?  Much of it is 
exported. 

       The last time consuming endeavor involves two large pieces of art work we needed 
framed.  They were two large pieces of calligraphy (4' x 6') done by Timothy Botts for our church.  He 
is widely known as the best there is in calligraphy.  He uses bright colored soft tip pens and multiple 
fonts for his work.  He stayed overnight at our house and we have become good friends.  The 
problem in mounting his work is that the wet ink he uses cause the paper to wrinkle making it very 
difficult to lie flat.  We tried several ways and none succeeded so we have slightly wrinkled results 
even though we went gymnastic in efforts to get it to lie flat and stick with rubber cement to two 
different mounting surfaces.  We found a commercial source to frame it, but one could not be found 
that could mount something that big.   

 
    Hopefully with colder weather on the way I can get back to living in the basement I love.  
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Curved Router Fence 

 
I don’t know about you, but I avoid freehand routing on a router table if at all possible.  This operation 
is usually required when edge routing a curved piece.  You should use a guide pin near the router bit 
to ease the piece into the bit, but control of the material is not ideal.  My other issue with this 
operation is the lack of depth-of-cut control, unless you can gradually raise the bit into the cut.   The 
bearing on the router bit is sized for a full depth of cut and this can contribute to kickbacks and tear 
outs.   If you have an assortment of bearing sizes, 
you could start with a larger bearing for a shallow 
cut and move in steps to the full depth.  Also, 
curved pieces often reverse grain direction over the 
cut and are vulnerable to chip outs or tear outs.  
Yes, you can back-cut (rout in the “wrong” direction) 
for those areas to minimize this problem, but 
freehand routing at full depth makes that operation 
very unsafe in my opinion. All of this is to explain 
why I was reluctant to freehand rout a panel slot in 
a “tombstone” rail for the doors on my secretary 
desk.  After all the trouble and cost of selecting and 
matching the figured cherry for the doors, the last 
thing I need is to ruin the piece on the router table. 
 

What I needed was a curved router table fence and that is 
what I came up with as a solution.  The curved fence is 
actually the cutoff from the rail, sanded smooth.  I drilled a 
clearance hole for the bit in the curved fence, attached the 
fence to an arm that in turn attaches to my regular router 
table fence, and slowly advanced the fence into the router 
bit.  This buried the cutter wing in the fence, helping reduce 
chip out.  This setup gave me the depth of cut adjustability 
and safety of operation I wanted.  Even back-cutting 
worked well with this approach.  The router bit I used was 
part of a stacked rail and stile combo bit, using the ¼ inch 
slot cutter part only.  The inside top edge of the rails and 

stiles was cut with a separate bit due to the thickness of the door 
frame. 
 
I simply rotated the work piece around the fence, gradually 
moving the fence out for deeper cuts, until I reached the bearing.  
I think it worked out well – no kickback, chipping, or tearing of the 
work piece.  The radius of the curved fence just needs to be less 
than that of smallest radius of your work piece and all will be 
good. It should work okay on irregularly curved projects, too. 

Lee 

Editor’s Woodfiller 
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SHOW AND TELL 
 

 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 

  

 
Doug Pfaff 
 
Project:  “It” 
 
Wood:  Walnut 
 
Finish:  none, yet 
 

 
Arnie Bandstra 
 
Project:  Cutting Board 
 
Wood:  Maple with walnut, 
mahogany, and poplar  
 
Finish:  Mineral Oil 
 
 

 
Cory Hauser 
 
Project:  Snow Plow Truck 
 
Wood:  Pine 
 

Finish:  Paint 
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SHOW AND TELL 
 

 
 

 
  

 
Tom Sharp 
 
Project:  Side Table 
 
Wood:  QS Oak 
 
Finish:   

 

 
Ed Schalk 
 
Project:  Football Wood 
Carving 
 
Wood:  Poplar 
 
Finish:  Danish Oil 
 

Note:  CarveWright 
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Hand Tool  

SIG 
September 3, 2013 

 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30 pm, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran in 
the lower conference room. Anyone interested in 
the use of hand tools is welcome to join us for 
discussion of this fascinating area of 
woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the experiences of using 
and caring for traditional hand tools. 
 

Hope to see you there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

 
ShopSmith 

SIG 
September 3  

 
If you own or are interested in 
learning about the ShopSmith, 
please stop in at 6:30pm.  Join us 
and share your ShopSmith 
experience and find out what the rest of us have 
been up to with our machines.  We will meet in 
Room M111 in the Ministry Center (the building 
just east of the church).  We will be discussing 
the ShopSmith Academy and other on-line 
information sources for ShopSmith owners.  
Please join us. 

 
Dave Dockstader 

630-851-8118 

sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
 

 

 

FVWWC General Meeting 
September3, 2013 

7:30 pm 
 

Allan Malmstrom 
Carvewright 
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

On the 1st Tuesday of each Month at 7:30 pm  
 

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 

 


