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Meeting Review  

August 7, 2012 
 

Sheryl Monahan from General Finishes was 
our presenter at the August 7th meeting.   She 
reviewed the entire retail product line of 
General Finishes - water and oil based 
finishes, sealers, stains, dyes and other 
products.   Finishing techniques were 
discussed for each of the products and 
samples of finishes were shown. Sheryl fielded 
many questions from the audience and is 
clearly an expert in wood preparation and 
finishing.     
 
General Finishes is a Wisconsin company 
started with just a couple of employees in 
1984.  In 2006 they moved to their present 
30,000-square-foot plant in East Troy, 
Wisconsin, about 25 miles west of Milwaukee. 
Though strictly by size of operation not a large 
manufacturer, General Finishes now produces 
the deepest and broadest line of professional 
water-based products in the country: 
pigmented stains, dye stains, colored acrylics, 
glazes, exterior stains and wood coatings, 
acrylics, pre-catalyzed urethanes, sanding 
sealers, and color studio programs for in-
house color matching. 
 
One benefit of a small customer oriented 
company is service and support.  Sheryl 
encouraged us to contact her with our finishing 
questions and problems.   
 

 

 
 

 
 

The company website is: 
http://www.generalfinishes.com/ 

 
Use the contact menu or phone number 

listed to contact her.  Thanks Sheryl. 
 

http://www.generalfinishes.com/
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August 18 SHOP VISIT 
 

Once in a while we get the opportunity to investigate and ask questions about a fellow 
woodworker's workshop.  We get to see the inner workings of the craftsman, how he/she did that, 
what tools did they use, what wood and finish did they choose and why.   
 
On Saturday, August 18, twenty-four FVWWC members did a tour of Lee Nye's workshop in 
Naperville.    Lee and his wife Marcia showed us around their home and some of the beautiful 
pieces of furniture that Lee has built over the years.  Lee has definitely earned the title 'skilled 
furniture builder'.    He then took us into the basement for a tour of his shop. It consists of three 
rooms including wood storage and is a typical basement shop making good use of every square 
foot.  Lee answered questions about his tools, jigs and fixtures that he uses to make furniture. We 
discussed brands of tools, types and sources of wood and different vendors.  I even overheard 
Tom Sharp and Lee talking about bicycles!  What's up with that?   
  
I definitely came away with more knowledge and ideas about our craft than when we entered 
thanks to the hospitality of Lee and Marcia.   
  
Contact me if you would like to have the Club take a tour of your shop. 
  
Norm Musur 
 nprint91@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:nprint91@gmail.com


2012 FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041                                     3 
http://www.fvwwc.org - woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

    Library 

       Notes 
 

 
The club library has added several magazine compilations on DVD-ROM this month.  
These include Shopnotes, Today's Woodworker, Woodsmith and Woodwork (How 
they got Shopnotes and Woodsmith onto a single DVD each, I have no idea).  Thus 
far, the library has the following magazines on DVD-ROM: 
 
   MAGAZINE    DVD 
  American Woodworker  (1985 - 2002) D174 
  American Woodworker  (2003 - 2010) D175 
  Fine Woodworking (1975 - 2010)  D131 
  Shopnotes (1 - 120)    D203 
  Today's Woodworker (1989 - 1998) D202 
  Wood (1984 - 1989)    D060 
  Wood (1990 - 1994)    D061 
  Wood (1995 - 1999)    D062 
  Wood (2000 - 2004)    D063 
  Wood (2005 - 2009)    D064 
  Woodsmith  (1 - 200)    D204 
  Woodwork (1989 - 1994)   D205 
  Woodwork (1995 - 1999)   D207 
  Woodwork (2000 - 2004)   D206 
  Woodwork (2005 - 2011)   D208 
 

Since the library has these magazines available in electronic format, over the next 
few months, the library will be placing bundles of these magazines in the Silent 
Auction (until the library weighs less than the four members required to move it).  
Please check the silent auction table. 
 
Dave Dockstader  
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: Tom Sharp  
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Past President:  Ron Gilkerson  
 (630) 879-8756 

 rongilker@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President:  Mike Brady 
 mbrady25@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 

Secretary:  John Gesiakowski 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 Dcnfox127@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

           Rick Moss 

            Daniel Moss 

 

Raffles:  Gail Madden 

 Norm Musur  

 

Photographer:  Keith Rosche 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

 

Show Chairman:  Ed Schalk 

 ed_schalk@ameritech.net 

 

Toy Drive Mike & Gail Madden  

  

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Gail Madden 

 

FVWWC  
Special Interest Groups 

 
Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

    

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

Period Furniture  Lee Nye 

SIG Chair:  roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

FVWWC Website 
http://fvwwc.org 

 
Email Us: 

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES  

 
 

2013 membership dues collection will 
begin at the September 4 General 
Meeting.  Bring your checkbook or 
cash to the meeting and see Steve 
Fox, our Membership Chair. Dues are 
still $30 per member and the 
member’s family is included. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rongilker@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/November/mbrady25@comcast.net
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mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/ed_schalk@ameritech.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/July%20FVWWC/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
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September 
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

Sept 4 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

Sept 4 7:00PM Hands-On Demo 

Sept 4 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Sept 19 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

October 
Calendar of Events 

 Date Time Event 

Oct 2 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Oct 2 
(Tues) 

6:30PM FVWWC Hand Tool SIG 

Oct 17 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast Club 
Red Apple Restaurant 
414 S. Schmale Rd. 

 

September 4, 2012 
FVWWC General Meeting 

Presentation 
Windsor Chair Making  

Keith Thompson 

Keith Thompson, a Windsor chair maker for 10 

years, and his friends have completed over 23 

chairs of various types and even sold 4 of them. He 

was trained by Mike Dunbar and Mike Herrel, and 

has sponsored classes in his home wood shop. 

Many of the chairs he made were displayed 

recently at a Craft Show in Warren Township. 

We (Keith, Ken, Dave, Bill, and Jud) are 

woodworkers who meet weekly to make Windsor 

chairs (and other things). We have made chairs of 

various styles for our homes, or as gifts for our 

relatives and friends.  

(How They Got Started Making Windsor Chairs) 

Keith and Dave learned the craft at Mike Dunbar’s 

Windsor Institute in New Hampshire in 2000. They 

learned their skills at 2 classes taught at Keith’s 

home by Mike Herrel of Ohio.  Jud and Bill also 

attended these classes. Keith’s neighbor Ken later 

joined and the 5 of us have been enjoying each 

other’s company ever since.  

 

 

Demo Corner 
September 4 – 7:00pm 

 
Every other month, we will have an interactive 
demonstration area set up in the meeting 
room from 7:00 to 7:30pm featuring a 
volunteer from our membership.  The mini-
seminar will give you an opportunity to see a 
useful woodworking skill performed and a 
chance to try the skill.   
 
For September 4, Dave Dockstader will 
demonstrate his Worksharp 3000 sharpening 
system and custom designed enclosure 
(pictured in Show and Tell in this newsletter).   
Demos will take place in the area where 
Howard’s Corner is usually located; alternating 
months with Howard’s reviews of new tools.  

Hand Tool 
Special Interest Group 

 
All members and guests are invited to the 
Hand Tool SIG monthly meetings.  Even if you 
just have a question about a tool that has been 
lying around your shop and you don’t have a 
clue how to sharpen it or use it, please stop in.  
Feel free to come and go as you please.  We 
have a solid corps of regulars, but we like new 
faces too.   It’s a great place to sell unwanted 
hand tools too.  We’re meeting at 6:30pm 
before each regular club meeting, in the lower 
level of the church building. 
 
Mike Brady 



 

 
 

  

 
 

Raffle Winners: 
 Lee Nye  Bosch Impact Driver 
 John Showalter 5” Orbital Sander 
 Mark Dragos  Irwin Clamps 

  

Silent Auction Winners: 
 Mary Olson  American WW Magazines 
      
 

 

FVWWC Christmas Toy Project 
 

About a month ago I asked you to reply to an email about making some projects with the hopes 
of doing a craft fair to make some money for Christmas donations this year. We had fair turnout. 
At the last Board meeting we discussed making this endeavor our sole way of making money for 
gifts and not ask the club members to make toys for the donation, but to make them for a craft 
show. We would take all profits and make that our donation to the needy families in our 
communities. This is where we need your help and we only ask once a year. What better thing to 
think of when the weather is still hot - Christmas is only few months away. Please let me know if 
you will help out and specifically what you intend to make. We will need all projects by November 
3. I have wait listed us for Marmion Craft fair.  
 
With this in mind and when I look at the projects at the demo   I know we can all make something 
to donate. Higher end projects are welcomed and encouraged. We will jointly price the items   
and sell them for what they are truly worth. 
 
Some ideas: 
Bandsaw Boxes (always a good item) 
Puzzle Boxes 
Try your hand at the puzzles we saw demoed, turnings (pens, ornaments, bowls, platters) 
furniture, boxes, kids games (we can all make a bean bag toss game in our sleep  - make it and 
decorate it - heck make two or three), small toys, signs.  Make something collaborative with a 
friend, neighbor, or fellow member, you name it we want it. 
 
We are considering this for our future Christmas activity. 
 
Please let me know either way (I know some already did but please reply again because I am 
making a formal list and checking it twice for those naughty and nice :) 
 
I encourage you to try - this will be a lot of fun. 
 
Thanks, 
Mark Dreyer 



 

President’s Sawdust 
Tom Sharp, President FVWWC 

The editorial musings of your president which may be serious, funny, technical, or philosophical, but hopefully 

always entertaining. 

 

 
 

The Mushroom Effect vs. No Good Deed Goes Unpunished 

Life is always about how you view it.  There are positive ways to view the world and negative.  Here are a couple of 

examples.    

This last month we had the pleasure of walking through Lee Nye’s workshop.  Immaculately clean, all the right tools, lots 

of room, wonderful pieces of furniture on display as his product and many great stories made the trip a real treat.  There 

were a number of bonuses to the trip, as well.  I call this the mushroom effect.  The shop tour was great.  In addition to 

the tour, some of us had a great discussion about dust control and what kind of bags one should use, a thoughtful 

discourse on the proper motion in sharpening on a stone, and an enlightening conversation about where to buy wood.  

This doesn’t include the fine lunch afterward or the ability to sit and enjoy the company of friends.   

From these “extra” benefits from the trip, I contacted a filter bag manufacturer that Mike Madden brought up, started 

to look at alternatives to the dust collection I have at home, found a great new place to eat lunch, and was able to spend 

a little more time with my friends.  So many times, we get more than we bargained for.  This is the mushroom effect.  It’s 

all the positive “extras” you get when you embark on some little adventure.   

The opposing side of the mushroom effect falls under the familiar title of “No good deed goes unpunished.”  The 

example of this is when I volunteered to make some oak boxes to fit around the stairway end posts for my daughter.  

Their purpose was so she could affix a plastic gate onto it and not have to put hardware screws into the actual stairway.  

The gates purpose was to keep the baby upstairs and not fall down the stairway.  I was happy to do so.   

All was fine until Mrs. Sharp saw it.  At that point I was in trouble because we didn’t have such luxuries at our house.  As 

any of you who have been to our house know, we have dogs and we keep the dogs away from the upstairs by setting a 

piece of fence in front of the stairwell.  When you go up or down the stairs you merely lift the fence up, swing it around 

you, take a step up the stairs, and set it back down.  It’s so easy.  After having seen the new contrivance at her 

daughter’s house complete with hinges, having a mere fence piece against the stairs would not do.  You know the rest of 

this story.  Mr. Sharp was assigned the very high priority goal of making a gate ON HINGES for the stairs. Also, it should 

be complete before his next performance review by management at home.  Needless to say, it is almost complete.  

(Anyone need a nice section of fence?)  

Your attitude always makes the difference. Deciding whether a glass is half empty or half full is up to you.  Whatever you 
decide, enjoy it.    



 

 

Howard's Corner 

with Howard Van Valzah 
Aka: The Woodorker 

 
     The IWF show has been on my bucket list for many years, and I 
finally made it this year, mostly because my son has close to two million 
air miles credit and he got me a "free" first class ticket to Atlanta.  This 
is the woodworking show of all woodworking shows! There were 800 
exhibitors and 12,000 attendees.  The Georgia World Congress Center 
is massive.  Between it, the airports, and ground transportation my old 
body was taxed to the maximum.  After three days of walking steadily I 
needed a wheel chair and pusher to get me around the Atlanta airport.   
    It would take ten pages to report all the interesting things to see at IWF, so I will edit my notes and 
give you highlights.  There were exhibitors from all over the world displaying huge CNC routing 
machines, three story high dust collectors, choppers to turn wood scraps into briquettes, finishing 
lines, and multibelt 50" wide sanders, plus everything else you could imagine that I don't need and 
could not afford.   The big CNC routers would start with a 48 x 96 plywood sheet, cut out the 
programmed pieces, and then the operator would take the pieces and assemble a table in one case 
and a child’s rocking chair in another.  Of course the idea was to convey how well the machines could 
produce furniture that could be shipped in a flat box.   
     I was particularly interested in two things, wood filler that would hold in place on my redwood table 
project and a 12", 5 HP table saw.  I bumped into Sheryl from General Finishes who had recently 
made a presentation at the Fox Valley Woodworkers Club. She referred me to the Mohawk Company 
who I found eventually and they were extremely helpful.  The salesman there gave me samples of 
two epoxy type products that won't shrink, will accept finishes, and will not come out.  One was 
remarkable because it is mixed by rolling it your hands to make a ball out of it.  The hand heat and 
the rubbing activate the chemistry to harden it in a short time.  One or the other looks to be a perfect 
solution to my problem and I would guess most any problem you might have could be solved by some 
vendor at the Show.  
     For the table saw, I looked at Oliver, Saw Stop, Jet, Powermatic, Laguna, Woodcraft, 
Woodworkers Supply, and a couple of European manufacturers.  Grizzly was not there, or I might 
have missed them, but now I have had the chance to examine most of my options first hand which I 
need to make an intelligent decision, which might be don't buy one because I'm too old.  
     Other brief notes of interest: 
     Food prices in Atlanta and at the show are out of this world high. One evening chicken dinner at 
my hotel cost me $56.00. 
     White and black people converse without hesitation on Marta trains.  I met a retired prize fighter 
and later a house painter who were delightful men to talk to but at times we each had difficulty 
understanding one another. 
     The Georgia World Congress Center is an architectural gem.  The show floor is about forty feet 
below ground level, but there are plantings, waterfalls, sculptures, and beautiful fountains plus many, 
many escalators. 
 
     One company was demonstrating how to make cheap pressed board look like plywood by edge 
banding it with a plastic strip that looked like plywood.  Deceptive, but it looked better than the crappy 
pressed wood. 
     Another company showed a sketch pad that let you draw perfectly straight vertical or horizontal 
lines, and by adjusting the cover sheet, any angle you desired. 



 

      

Howard's Corner (Cont’d) 

The IWF information sheet says no photography so I left my camera at home.  That was a mistake 
because I saw people all over the place taking pictures with no one stopping them.   Attached to this 
report is a picture of some of the free and not so free toys picked up at the show.  It is one of the fun 
things to do at any show. 
 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 
 

 
Sycamore Steam Show and Threshing Bee 

 
Ron Gilkerson organized a FVWWC visit to the annual Sycamore Steam Show on Friday, August 10.  
About 14 members arrived at the appointed hour (maybe a few more came later) and we decided to 
wander aimlessly about the grounds for a while, regather for the saw mill demo later in the morning 
and then for a BBQ Pork Chop and Chicken lunch at the Fay’s BBQ tent.  While I grew up in farm 
country myself and have seen old steam machinery at county fairs and such, I was very impressed 
with the number and quality of the restored steam engines on display.  There may have been 30 or 
40 large tractor type steam engines on display – most of them fired up and belching smoke and 
steam.  Another area had dozens of small steam engines on display, chuffing and popping away.  In 
addition, there were numerous restored “modern” gasoline internal combustion powered tractors on 
display, antique cars and trucks, and a fairly large flea market – something for everyone.  The whole 
scene was surreal with billows of wood smoke everywhere (not a good day for CO2 emissions), the 
sounds of steam hissing, whistles blowing, and the sight of these behemoths chugging about the 
grounds.  At high noon, the activities came to a halt for lunch hour signaled by a mass whistle blast 
from all the engines.   At 1:30pm, there was a parade of steam engines and other mobile antiques.  I 
can’t wait to bring my grandkids to a future show, although I suspect the scene will appeal more to 
little boys than little girls.  I know the big boys and girls did enjoy the day and especially the BBQ 
lunch at Fay’s.  Thanks Ron for organizing the outing.  Thanks to my wife Marcia for the photos 

below.  Lee 
 

 

  

Editor’s Woodfiller 



 

 
Sycamore Steam Show and Threshing Bee 

 

 
 
 
I doubt OSHA would approve of the safety 
features of this sawmill.  Note the huge 
unguarded saw blade and the enormous 
unguarded drive belt.  (I know the guards were 
left off for demonstration purposes!)  Not to 
mention the prodigious smoky blast produced by 
the steam engine when the mill was under load.  
Don’t tell the EPA.  
 
 

 
This pile of saw dust (left) was mostly generated in 
the few minutes of sawing on Friday morning.  I think 
the blade kerf most have been ¼ inch at least.   
 
There were other woodworking machines on display – 
I wonder if this steam powered band saw (below) was 
an accessory available back in the day. 
 

 

 
 



 

Sycamore Steam Show and Threshing Bee 
 
This steam powered chop saw (left) did appear to be 
original.  As you can see, it did at least have a blade 
guard, but not much of a table.  I don’t think the operator 
of this saw would pass an OSHA inspection either. It looks 
to me like it was mostly intended to cut firewood. 
 
Below are some of the other steam engines – most were 
fired up and you really wanted to stay upwind of these 
guys.  
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
SHOW AND TELL 

                                                                                               

                                                                                

                                                                                             

 

       

 

 

 
Jim Vojcek 
 
Project:  William and Mary              
Book Stand 
 
Wood:  Walnut 
 
Finish:  Dewaxed garnet     
shellac 

 
Dave Dockstader 
 
Project:  Worksharp 3000 Stand 
 
Wood:  Scrap plywood 
 
Finish:  none 
 

Jim Mengler 
 
Project:  Old Milk Truck  
      Old Stake Body Truck 
 
Wood:  Oak 
 

Finish:  None 



 

 

 
SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

      

 

                                                    

                                                                                      

 
John Showalter 
 
Project:  Chimney Vase 
 
Wood:  Cherry 
 
Finish:  Wipe-on-poly 
 
 

 
Arnie Bandstra 
 
Project:  Fern Stand 
 
Wood:  Walnut 
 
Finish:  Stain & wipe-on poly 
 
 



 

 

SHOW AND TELL 

 

 
                                                            

                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                               
                                   
                                              

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
Bill Hockmuth 
 
Project:  Bowls 
 
Wood:  Buckeye, Cherry,  
    Hickory, Maple 
 
Finish:  Oil 
 

 
Jim Simnick 
 
Project:  Bird House 
 
Wood:  Cyprus 
 
Finish:  not yet 
 
Note:  Used MLCS segment 
bit for joints 
 



 

 
 

SHOW AND TELL 

                                                                                                              
 
 
                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                            
   
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                                                      

 
Hal Visser 
 
Project:  Dressing Table  
 
Wood:  Oak Plywood 
 
Finish:  Poly - Stain 
 
 

 
Howard VanValzah 
 
Project:  Redwood Table 
 
Wood:  Redwood 
 
Finish:  not yet 
 
 

 
Howard VanValzah 
 
Project:  Picture Frame 
 
Wood:  not spec’d 
 
Finish:  not spec’d 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Period Furniture 

SIG 
TBD 

 
This special interest 
group on period 
furniture usually 
meets on the 3rd 
Monday of odd 
numbered months.   
 
The next meeting 
is yet to be 
scheduled.  We  
will no longer be 
meeting at the 

Bosch Training Center and 
need a new location.    
 
 
 
Members of the Fox Valley 
and the DuPage 
Woodworker’s Clubs are 
welcome to attend. 

 

Lee Nye 
roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 
Hand Tool  

SIG 
September 4, 2012 

 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30 pm, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran 
in the lower 
conference 
room. Anyone  
interested in 
the use of hand tools is 
welcome to  
join us for discussion of this 
fascinating area of 
woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the 
experiences of using and 
caring for traditional hand 
tools. 
 
Hope to see you in there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 
 

 
ShopSmith 

SIG 
TBD 

 
The ShopSmith SIG meets 
quarterly.   
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
TBD:  
 
Stay tuned for 
exact date and location. 
 
 
Share your Shopsmith 
experience with us and find 
out what the rest of us have 
been up to with our 
machines. 
 

 
 
 
Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 

sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 

Next FVWWC Meeting 
Tuesday, September 4, 2012 

7:30 pm  

 

Windsor Chair Making  
 

Keith Thompson  
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 
On the 1st Tuesday of each Month 
at 7:30 pm (except this July – see 
schedule). 
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 


