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FVWWC General Meeting 

July 2, 2013 Program 
 

 
 

Mike Wilson of Humming Bird Woodworks in 
Glen Ellyn will show us his unique tongue-in-groove 
drawer and cabinet construction. Come and see how 
his cabinets are assembled without screws, glue or 
metal.  
 
His web site, www.hummingbirdwoodworks.com has a  
video showing a cabinet being assembled.  Below is 
their description of the unique features of the cabinets.   
 
We created our stacking interlocking cabinet system 
to use no screws or glue or metal hinges in assembly. 
It is a green system. While this system is for the world 
of the future, it derives many details from the past.    
 * Mortise and tenon joints.   
* 6/4" thick doors, not 3/4" thick doors.    
 * Saw tooth shelf adjusters.   
* Full 1" thick shelves.     
* Wood pin hinges. No ugly interior metal hinges to 
interfere with cabinet usefulness or esthetics. Our 
hinges open 180 degrees and are virtually invisible.  
 * inset doors.    
 * Available in all wood species and natural finishes or 
hand painted to match your woodwork. 

 
Meeting Time Change? 

 
There has been a proposal to start our 
General Meeting earlier, at 7:00PM.  
The survey results on this were close, 
so the FVWWC Board plans a vote at 
the July 2 meeting to see which time is 
preferred by the attendees.  We will 
update the membership by email, 
website, and the August newsletter if 
there is a change to a 7:00PM start 
time.   
 

www.hummingbirdwoodworks.com%20
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Calendar of Events 

July 2013 

Date Time Event 

July 2 
(Tues) 

6:30PM Hand Tool SIG 

July 2 
(Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

July 17 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast 
Club 

Red Apple 
Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

August 2013 

Date Time Event 

Aug 6 
(Tues) 

6:30PM Hand Tool SIG 
 

Aug 6 
(Tues) 

7:00PM Hands On Demo 

       Aug 6 
   (Tues) 

7:30PM FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Aug 21 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast 
Club 

Red Apple 
Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

 

Hands-On Demo 
 
The next Hands-On Demo is at the August 6 
meeting, but we still need more demonstrators.  
Have a favorite technique, tool or jig you would 
like to share with members?  These demos 
needn’t be anything elaborate – just something 
of interest to woodworkers.  
 

Volunteers should contact Mike Brady, 
at 630-879-6051. 

DPWWC Tool Auction 
 

Our friends in the DuPage Woodworkers Club 
are having their annual tool auction on 
Saturday, July 27.  The auction starts 
promptly at 9 am and everyone is invited. 
Setup will begin at 8 am. Even if you aren’t 
selling, you may want to be there early to look 
through the items for sale.  If you are just 
starting out in woodworking or are a tool junkie, 
this is the event for you.  There will be bargains 
galore!   See page 11 for more details and 
DPWWC Auction Rules 

 

June 4, 2013 Program 
 

Dave Dockstader 
and the Shopsmith SIG 

 
Shopsmith Applications 

 
Dave and the Shopsmith SIG guys presented 
the history, evolution, features and intricacies 
of the venerable Shopsmith multitool system. 
I always wondered how the variable speed 
Shopsmith power head worked and the guys 
had the explanation.   While they did argue 
persuasively that a Shopsmith could fit in the 
space of a bicycle, they lost me when they 
admitted they each have umpteen of these 
machines in their shops dedicated to specific 
operations.    Thanks for a nice program.  
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: John Gesiakowski 

 president@fvwwc.org 

  

Past President:  Tom Sharp 
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Vice President:  Mike Brady 
 mbrady25@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 dhpfaff@gmail.com 

 

Secretary:  Ed Schalk 
 secretary@fvwwc.org 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 dcnfox127@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

            

Raffles:  Gail Madden 

 Norm Musur  

 

Photographer:  open 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

 

Show Chairman:  open 

 

Toy Drive Mike & Gail Madden  

  

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Gail Madden 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

 

FVWWC  
Special Interest Groups 

 
Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

    

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 FVWWC Website 
http://fvwwc.org 

 
Email Us: 

woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Silent Auction 
 
One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our 
programming and awards is via the items 
donated for the silent auction table.  While 
many of us are notorious packrats, at some 
point you have to give in and clean out your 
stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood, 
and other supplies.  That way you can free up 
room to get more stuff!  So, get on the ball and 
dig through your workshop shelves, toolboxes, 
and cabinets for items someone else might 
want.  It’s a three way win – you get more 
space, the club gets some cash, and the buyer 
gets something he needs. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
mailto:thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/November/mbrady25@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/March%202013/dhpfaff@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@fvwwc.org
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/November%202012/dcnfox127@gmail.com
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/July%20FVWWC/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
http://fvwwc.org/
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Shop Tours 
 

FVWWC toured Nick Rentas’ workshop on Saturday, June 1, 2013. 
Thanks Nick for your hospitality and the coffee and donuts. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
SHOP TOURS 

 
Would you like to show off your workshop to a few of your fellow club members?  I'm 
looking for volunteers who would be willing to have 15 to 20 FVWWC members come to 
your home on a Saturday morning to take a look at how you do woodworking (spouses 
invited).  You could show us your equipment and answer questions about how you use it 
and your likes or dislikes about it.  You could show us any finished projects you have and 
answer questions about the material or process you used in building it.  Shop layout, 
lighting or dust collection are all topics for discussion. We could all learn from seeing "how 
the other guy does it".  And I'm sure you would get at least one, maybe two opinions on 
your layout (sarcasm) !    
  
How do you set it up?  Contact me (info below).  We will set up a date agreeable to you on 
a Saturday morning. We usually start at 9am and finish about 11 or 11:30.  After that, 
those who want to can get together for lunch at a local restaurant in your area for 
discussion about woodworking and how to solve the world's problems (sarcasm, again). 
 
 
Norm Musur  630 584-8669 
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Howard's Corner 
with Howard Van Valzah 

Aka: The Woodorker 

 
          
 
My latest large project is nearing completion but not yet ready for photographing.  I will have it ready 
for next month.  It's too big to bring to the meeting. 
 
This morning I was reading Fine Woodworking Magazine about building a Bombe chest.  This is an 
item of furniture which I would never build or never have in my home, but I was very impressed with 
the huge effort it took to build it, and equally with the huge amount of wood needed of which much 
was left in shavings on the floor.  Three inch thick slabs of mahogany were used for the sides and 
drawer fronts.  All had to be hand shaped and joined.  And amazingly drawer sides had to be shaped 
to fit the curvature of the body.  I am often amazed at the amount of work some of my projects involve 
but a Bombe chest is way beyond anything I would ever start to build.  Especially the hand carved 
trim and legs.  But it was very interesting reading and I would suggest it to everyone.   My copy will be 
in the free magazine pile at the next meeting for the first person to grab it. 
     
Some of you may remember Rich DiSimone who moved south a few years ago.  I was in 
communication with him recently since he was coming to town for a number of reasons.  Regrettably I 
had conflicts with the time he had available for us to get together but I thought it was interesting that 
one of the things he had to do was service one of the items he had made for sale to someone locally.  
Apparently some minor repair was required and he says he always informs his customers that they 
have a life time guarantee on his work.  I offer pretty much the same thing to my "customers" who 
happen to be family or church folks.    
     
The other day I noticed a large poison ivy growth in among the plantings in the front yard.  With 
gloves on I pulled out as much as I could but could not get the roots out because they were entwined 
with a bush.  I will have to dig up the bush to get the roots out but in the meantime I have to get rid of 
the touch of poison ivy that touched my skin above the glove and below the extended shirt sleeve.  
The same thing happened to me last year.  You would think I would have learned my lesson but I 
didn't.  I love working in my gardens and I have not been able to do it justice this year because of my 
woodworking project that has an informal but important deadline. I am also becoming more and more 
limited in how much I can do because my heart is getting weaker and I have to rest longer and more 
frequently.  My cardiologist says surgery is necessary if I expect to live more than two years.  Since I 
will have outlived better than fifty percent of my high school and college classmates I guess I should 
be happy.  It will be a very difficult decision to make on whether to have surgery or not.   
 
Wish me luck.  Thanks 
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Table Saw Auxiliary Rip Fence  

 
I seem to always be clamping some kind of guide or jig to my table saw rip fence for rabbeting, 
beveling, supporting tall boards for edge cuts, etc.  As a result, I have quite a collection of crude rip 
fence “accessories” intended to be clamped or screwed to the rip fence.  Several have cryptic 
reminders to shim the jig to make it square to the table.  My shop-made tall accessory fence has a 
kludgey bracket support over the fence to keep it square to the table.  This thing is a real pain to 
clamp on, shim and adjust to make a decent bevel cut on panels.  And, any clamps you use to hold it 
on the fence either get in the way of the material being cut or cause the fence to be unsquare, or 
both.  I needed to bevel the edges of some drawer bottoms recently and was not looking forward to 
messing with this contraption again.  I began looking for a better way and found just the thing in the 
January 2013 issue of Fine Woodworking magazine – “Supercharge Your Rip Fence”.   
 

 
The FWW auxiliary fence is designed to fit loosely 
over your rip fence and uses toggle clamps to hold 
the fence in place.  The base is made of ¾ Baltic 
Birch and sits squarely over the rip fence.  A variety 
of aux fences can be fastened to the base with 
machine screws into t-nuts in the base for different 
operations.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A tall aux fence made of Baltic Birch is shown on the 
left and I made several shorter sacrificial aux fences 
from ¾ MDF to bury a dado blade for rabbets.  The tall 
fence will act as a template to drill the mounting holes 
for any new fences I need.  The FWW article also 
included a tenoning push block to be used in 
conjunction with their tall fence.   
 

 
The beveling of my drawer bottoms went very well with this new aux fence.  Removal of the FWW 
fence is fast and easy to restore the table saw rip fence for standard cuts.   
 
Lee 
  

Editor’s Woodfiller 
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wisdomofhands.blogspot.com 
 
Doug Stowe teaches woodworking and recently, he taught a box making class at Mark Adams School 
of Woodworking that Tom Sharp attended.  Below is an excerpt from Doug’s blog (see title above) 
with some comments on Tom’s MASW project.  This excerpt is reprinted with permission from Doug.  
Doug’s blog is an interesting mix of woodworking wisdom and philosophy and is worth a visit.  The 
project was indeed nicely done. 
 

 

 I received images from one of my students in the MASW class on box 

making which I taught in May. Tom Sharp had planned to use what he 

learned to make a wine presentation box, the first of which is shown at 

left.  The cut out design on front forms the initials of the person for whom 

the box was made as a gift.  I hope more students will share photos of 

their finished work. Tom wanted me to know that he was listening in 

class. The hand plane shavings protect the bottle, fill the space around it, 

and create an effective surprise. Can you imagine opening a box and 

being rewarded with both a bottle of wine, and the scent of pine? 

 

Nicely done! 

 

Make, fix and create...  

 

 

 

POSTED BY DOUG STOWE  

bandstra-2.jpg
http://www.blogger.com/profile/13003845322415622289
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-c3fLdJRC2dI/UcMT63ctMiI/AAAAAAAAMgQ/1uK9VbirHos/s1600/wine+box+open.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-2wpKyjfKNvY/UcMT66MT-_I/AAAAAAAAMgU/ssc-n3zTIS8/s1600/wine+box+display.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-B-AGx3vkibo/UcMT68E5dBI/AAAAAAAAMgM/mXMF8rNCpQk/s1600/wine+box+front.jpg
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SHOW AND TELL 

 
 

 
 
 
 

      
 
 

  

 
Lowell Iverson 
 
Project:  Rocking Chair 
 
Wood:  Oak 
 
Finish:  Water based stain, 
Shellac, wipe-on poly 
 
Note:  Fine Woodworking     

Project 

 
Jeff Smith 
 
Project:  Corner Donation Tree 
 
Wood:  Western Cedar 
 

Finish:  Poly 
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SHOW AND TELL 
 

  

 
Cory Hauser 
 
Project:  Toy Trucks 
 
Wood:  2 x 4’s 
 

Finish:  paint  

 
Tom Sharp 
 
Project:  Boxes 
 
Wood:  Cherry / Mahogany 
 
Finish:  none 
 
Note:  from Simply Beautiful 
Boxes Class at MASW     

 
Dan Taylor 
 
Project:  F15 Jet 
 
Wood:  Pine and Aspen 
 

Finish:  none  
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SHOW AND TELL 

  

 
Arnie Bandstra 
 
Project:  Wooden Mug 
 
Wood:  Walnut 
 
Finish:  5 coats Delft lacquer 
 
Note:  knuckle buster 
 

 
Lee Nye 
 
Project:  Oval Shaker Boxes 
 
Wood:  Cherry 
 

Finish:  shellac sealer and poly  
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DuPage Woodworkers Club Tool Auction 
Saturday, July 27, 2013 

Doors open 8:00AM 
Auction Starts 9:00AM 

 
St. James the Apostle Church 

480 South Park Boulevard 
 Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

 
DuPage Woodworkers’ Club Auction Procedures and Rules - 2013 

 
1. Each member will be assigned a number upon arrival. (A person must be on the club membership 
list as of July 1) Numbers will start 1, 2, 3,… with the club being assigned number 1. The auctioneer 
will be assigned number 2. Non-DPWW club members will be assigned consecutive numbers starting 
with 101, 102…. A bidding card with that number will be given to the participant. Each item brought 
for sale will be labeled with the seller’s corresponding number and placed on the auction table in that 
order. Sellers should indicate the order in which the items are offered for sale by marking the stickers 
1a, 1b, 1c…. 
 
2. Selling will begin with number 1 and proceed in numerical order. Up to four of the seller’s items will 
be sold before moving to the next seller. The auctioneer will move from one seller to the next until all 
sellers have completed one round of sales 1 through 1xx. The auctioneer will then start round two in 
the same order. This process will continue until all items are sold.  Multiple identical items sold for the 
same price without reopening the bidding will only count as one item. 
 
3. EVERY participant with a number, even NON-BUYERS, MUST stop at the bookkeeper table when 
leaving the auction to make sure that no item was erroneously entered for that “buyer.” 
 
4. At the end of the auction, buyers will present their number to the bookkeeper, who will retrieve the 
buyer slips and ask the buyer to verify the purchases. To facilitate this it is strongly recommended the 
buyer enter the items as they are purchased on the back of the bidder card. The buyer will pay in 
cash the amount due. (Personal checks of members will be accepted but are discouraged. NO credit 
cards.) 
Rules: 
-Items must be of a woodworking nature. 
-No side sales will be allowed. Items brought to the sale will be auctioned. 
-All items are guaranteed by the seller to be in working order unless specified, “As is.” 
-Sellers have the right to bid on their items to protect the selling price. 
-No large quantities of lumber. (Stock must be reduced in size so one person can carry it.) 
-Cash is the method of payment. 
-A 10% selling fee will be charged on items sold for non-members (rounded to the nearest dollar.) 
-Once an item is sold, the buyer is responsible for that item. 
-All buyers and sellers must register and have a buyer’s number to participate. 
-If a seller must leave before the auction ends, the club will issue a check for the seller’s proceeds. 
-At the end of the auction it is the responsibility of each seller to remove all of his or her un-sold items. 
-This is meant to be a fun event. Common sense will prevail. 
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Hand Tool  

SIG 
July 2, 2013 

 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30 pm, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran in 
the lower conference room. Anyone interested in 
the use of hand tools is welcome to join us for 
discussion of this fascinating area of 
woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the experiences of using 
and caring for traditional hand tools. 
 
Hope to see you there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 
 

 
ShopSmith 

SIG 
July 2, 2013 

 
The ShopSmith SIG meets 
quarterly.  The next meeting will 
be in July. 
 
If you own or are interested in learning about the 
ShopSmith, please stop in.  Join us and share 
your Shopsmith experience and find out what 
the rest of us have been up to with our 
machines. 

 
 
 
 
Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 

sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 

FVWWC General Meeting 
July 2, 2013 

7:30 pm 
 

Humming Bird Woodworks 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/January%202012/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/January%202012/sourceror@sbcglobal.net
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

On the 1st Tuesday of each Month at 7:30 pm  
 

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors Always Welcome! 

 


