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FVWWC General Meeting 
March 4, 2014 Program 

 

Clarence DeYoung 
Custom Knife Artisan 

 
Clarence is a custom knife maker living in Geneva, IL 
who has been making knives since 1981.  Some of his 
knives are made from files and that gives the knife 
unique appearance.  From what I have been able to 
determine, Clarence primarily sells his work at shows.  
Each knife is sold with a custom made leather sheath.  
Join us for his presentation of custom knife making. 
Hopefully, Clarence will bring plenty of examples of 
his work for us to see.   

 
 

  
 
 

 

Hands-On Demo 
 
 

If you have a technique to 
demonstrate, please contact Mike 

Brady, at 630-879-6051. 

 
 

 
Introduction to string inlay techniques 
and tools 
 
 
 

 
April Fool’s Day General Meeting 

 
In recognition of the fact our April meeting falls on 
April Fool’s Day, the program will be a show and tell 
of our woodworking mistakes. Everyone makes 
mistakes, but one of the skills that separate expert 
woodworkers from beginners is knowing how to avoid 
and fix mistakes.  If you have a mistake to share 
without the solution, I’m sure the audience will offer 
you help!  Time will be allotted for a brief presentation 
and the projector can be used for photo files.  Be 
thinking of something you can share and contact 
Dave Burk to get on the program.   
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Calendar of Events 

March 2014 

Date Time Event 

Mar 4 
(Tues) 

6:30PM
  

Hand Tool SIG 
Shopsmith SIG 

Mar 4   
(Tues) 

7:30PM 
 

FVWWC General 
Meeting 

Mar 19 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast 
Club 

Red Apple 
Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

April 2014 

Date Time Event 

April 1 
(Tues) 

6:30PM
  

Hand Tool SIG 
Scroll Saw SIG 

April 1   
(Tues) 

7:30PM 
 

FVWWC General 
Meeting 

April 16 
(Wed) 

9:00AM FVWWC Breakfast 
Club 

Red Apple 
Restaurant 

414 S. Schmale Rd 

 
February 4, 2014 Program Review 

 

Pat Murrim 
Constructing Cabriole Legs 

 
As it turned out, Pat did not discuss cabriole 
legs as such, but he did speak to and 
demonstrate fabrication of chair legs using 
techniques applicable to many furniture 
styles.  Pat has a varied woodworking 
background and completed the Master’s 
Program at Marc Adams School of 
Woodworking.  He became an intern / 
apprentice there and cemented the 
relationship by marrying Marc’s daughter.  I 
was glad to see that Pat makes pencil 
sketches of his designs rather than using 
CAD tools.  Joinery is done while his blanks 
are square, and then a bandsaw is used to 
cut the profiles.  He uses a die grinder and 
rasps to shape the legs.  His website is: 

www.MurrinWoodworkingStuidio.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Mike Brady demonstrates how to hand cut 

dovetails at the February 4 Hands-On Demo.  
      

 

www.MurrinWoodworkingStuidio.com
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FVWWC Officers & Staff 
 

President: John Gesiakowski 

 president@fvwwc.org 

  

Past President:  Tom Sharp 
 thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Vice President:  Mike Brady 
 mbrady25@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  Doug Pfaff 

 dhpfaff@gmail.com 

 

Secretary:  Ed Schalk 
 secretary@fvwwc.org 

 

Program Committee:  Dave Burk 
 Krub411@yahoo.com 

 

Shop Tour Organizer:  Norm Musur 

 

Membership:  Steve Fox 
 dcnfox127@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Nye 

 roadbiker123@gmail.com 

 

Director of Communication /  

Webmaster: Mark Dreyer  
     woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

Resources Chair:  Dave Dockstader 
 resources@fvwwc.org 

            

Raffles:  Gail Madden 

 Norm Musur  

 

Photographer:  open 

 

Show & Tell MC:  Rich Russel 

 

Show Chairman:  Keith Rosche 

 

Member-at-Large:  Mike Madden 

 

Audio/Visual Tech:  Dave Burk 

 

Host:  Gail Madden 

 

Greeter:  Dave Burk 

 

 

FVWWC  
Special Interest Groups 

 

Shopsmith  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118 

 

Scrollsaw  Dave Dockstader 

SIG Chair:  (630) 851-8118   

 

Hand Tool SIG Mike Brady 

Chairmen:  mbrady25@comcast.net 

   Mike Bridger 

   bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
FVWWC Website 
http://fvwwc.org 

 

Email Us: 
woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Silent Auction 

 
 

One of the ways FVWWC raises funds for our 
programming and awards is via the items 
donated for the silent auction table.  While 
many of us are notorious packrats, at some 
point you have to give in and clean out your 

stash of unneeded woodworking tools, wood, 
and other supplies.  That way you can free up 

room to get more stuff!  So, get on the ball 
and dig through your workshop shelves, 

toolboxes, and cabinets for items someone 
else might want.  It’s a three way win – you 
get more space, the club gets some cash, 
and the buyer gets something he needs.  

 

 
 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/Jan%202013/president@fvwwc.org
mailto:thomas.sharp@sbcglobal.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/November/mbrady25@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/FVWWC%202013/March%202013/dhpfaff@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@fvwwc.org
mailto:Krub411@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/November%202012/dcnfox127@gmail.com
mailto:roadbiker123@gmail.com
mailto:woodworkers@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/December/resources@fvwwc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/FVWWC/July%20FVWWC/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
http://fvwwc.org/
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FVWWC Hand Saw Sharpening Workshop with Mike Brady 
 

As mentioned at the February meeting, we are planning a Saturday or Sunday workshop on handsaw 

sharpening.  The purpose of this seminar would be to learn the basics of saw filing and setting 

through a hands-on experience.  The likelihood is that this will be done in my small shop in Batavia, 

which unfortunately means a limited number of participants at a session.  Saw sharpening is a 

separate and valuable skill in woodworking. It has its own requirements for proper equipment; but if 

you are planning on having quality hand saws in your tool selection, then knowing how to sharpen 

them is essential.  It is easy to learn and adds much to your skills as a sawyer.  We are also limited 

by the availability of saw vises and benches, although your Work-Mate style of portable bench will 

work well with a vise you can easily make from wood beforehand.   I will supply plans for that vise.  

I also may have a couple of these vises for sale.  Also required would be a new triangular file that 

can be bought for $6.00 - $10.00 from Lie-Nielsen Toolworks, Lee Valley, or Tools for Working 

Wood, and a handle for that file, a broad tip permanent red marker, and a saw set to bend the teeth to 

allow a proper kerf to be created during sawing.  Setting determines how straight the saw cuts and 

relieves binding in the cut.  The file should be sized to the teeth of the saw you are filing.  The 

sources for files have sizing guides, or ask their customer service rep for help.  A 6” XX Slim is a 

good all-around file.  Files from big box stores are not hard enough or sharp enough and will not last 

through even one sharpening.  There are no longer any American- made files. Setting tools are 

available used or at Tools for Working Wood.  I will supply some filing guides to attach to the end 

of your files.  A portable shop light would be very useful, as well. 

 

Last, but certainly important, would be a saw that needs sharpening.  This should be a vintage saw of 

any length, crosscut or rip.  Modern inexpensive saws are hardened with high voltage and cannot be 

filed by hand.  A rip saw with larger teeth is the easiest saw to learn to sharpen.  I would recommend 

not sharpening a fine tooth saw as your first one or trying to re-tooth a saw that is in very bad shape.   

Of course, you have the option of coming and just observing the process.  We will also talk about 

restoring old saws to their best possible condition.  This process you can do on your own at home. 

We can have additional sessions if demand is there.  I also am considering a similar format for 

learning to cut dovetails.  

  

Here again is what you will need: 

1. A saw that is a candidate for sharpening.  No hopeless saws, please.  

2. A vise that you can make yourself using the attached drawing. Using plywood, 

hardwood and hinges or leather.  

3. A “Work-Mate”  portable bench.  You may be able to borrow one from a club 

member.    

4. An adjustable work light. 

5. A triangular file sized for your saw tooth, with a handle. 

6. A large red Sharpie marker to mark saw teeth.  
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FVWWC Hand Saw Sharpening Workshop with Mike Brady 

 

7. A saw set to uniformly set the teeth of your saw.  If your saw‘s teeth are in 

good shape, you may be able to skip setting the teeth, but you will need this 

tool if you do future saw sharpening. 

 

You will be able to sign-up for the seminar the March meeting.    I am proposing it being held 

Sunday, March 23
rd

 from noon to 5pm.  We could find an alternative date through discussion at 

the meeting. I can handle 4-5 participants.  That would give you three weeks to get your supplies 

together, which is enough time.   I will consider a second session at a future date if demand warrants 

it. 

Feel free to contact me anytime with questions by phone or e-mail. 

Mike Brady, FVWWC 

630-879-6051 

mikebrady25@gmail.com 

 

Additional photos of the saw vise:  

mailto:mikebrady25@gmail.com
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FVWWC Hand Saw Sharpening Workshop with Mike Brady 
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Our new big raffle started at the 
February General Meeting, but 
there is still time for you to 
participate.  The prize is a brand 
new Lie-Nielsen No. 62 Low 
Angle Jack Plane, worth around 
$250 retail.  The plane will be on 
display at the meeting.  Ticket sales 
will continue until the drawing is 
held at a future meeting.  This is 
the plane that renowned 
woodworker Christian Becksvoort 
calls the "one bench plane that can 
do it all".  Every woodworker should 
have one in his arsenal, even if you are primarily a power tool user.  
 
(Silent Auction Results – Storage Container $2, Mortar Drill Set $3, Irwin Quick Grip Clamps $4) 
 
Norm Musur and Gail Madden – Raffles and Silent Auction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
The Library Cabinet Weight-loss Program continue at the March meeting.  We will be selling 
ShopNotes this month.  We have separated them into single calendar years (6 issues).  Each year 
of issues will sell for $3.00 / two years for $5.00.  Where we have single issues (and we have 
LOTS that didn’t make up a complete calendar year), those will go for 50¢ each.  This is quite a 
bargain, since back issues go for $4.95 each retail.  Figure out which issues you want and grab 
them quick.  
Dave Dockstader, Resources Chair  
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Howard's Corner 
with Howard Van Valzah 

Aka: The Woodorker 

 
I have started on a new woodworking project which goes ahead very slowly 
because I have to find new ways to get the job done.  It is a pepper shaker 13 
1/2" tall.  I'm making it out of hard maple but it is not quite as large as the hardware would like to 
see.  So to make it more precise I decided to use my metal lathe for work on the two pieces after 
cutting the cylinder on my wood lathe.  The metal lathe was not long enough to cut the the long 
piece "perfectly" straight but I could live with it and I like the handmade feel better anyway.  The 
top piece came off the metal lathe exactly as planned but the bottom piece required a 1-1/16" Dia. 
hole all the way through which required buying one more cutter which can make a 5" deep hole 
which will go nicely through the 9" lower piece with cuts from each end.  Sounds easy but the 
metal lathe does not have a 16" bed.   
      OK I have a floor model drill press that would work but I have no good way to hold a wooden 
cylinder perfectly straight up and my right angle clamp disappeared some years ago.  Now my 
plan is to use my horizontal router driven milling/drilling machine to do the job.  A "V" cut 2 x 4 with 
a clamp will hold the cylinder firmly on the adjustable table but the tale stroke is not long enough 
to go through the 9" cylinder.  After some thought I think I can drill each end to the needed 1-1/16 
inch needed to fit the hardware, but the space between is only there to hold pepper so I can drill it 
out with a one inch drill guided on the center point of the previous drill.   It sure is wonderful to 
have a variety of ways to "skin a cat".  But the real humor in this is that the plans and parts came 
from a wood lathe store with instructions on how to do it all on a lathe, which I found to be a bit 
unclear. A long bed lathe and a steady rest would be essential so one of these days I will have to 
get a steady rest, but who knows whether I will really need it again.   
 
This next will sound like a commercial and in a way it is, but I think it should be told. 
      My kids are now parents of our grandchildren who are out in the world working, going to 
college, and the youngest is in High School.   At Christmas time we send checks to all of them so 
they can shop for themselves.  My oldest daughter asks me every year what gift she can get for 
me and I respond by sending a list of tools etc. currently on my shopping list, and insist that she 
surprise me with what she selects.  This past Christmas things took an unusual turn. 
        One of the items on the list was an Earlex steam generator needed for bending wood.  I had 
provided her with a listing from The Highland Woodworking catalog because I have always had a 
good relationship with them and their price was competitive.  And sure enough it arrived and was 
in perfect condition.  As it is my practice to bring my new acquisitions to my woodworking club to 
show new and interesting items to club members. I brought the steam generator along with 
several other items.  The next morning I was unloading my truck and the bag with the generator 
slipped out my hand and crashed to the concrete floor.  When I unpacked the bag I found the 
plastic case in hundreds of pieces.  Ouch! 
      OK, I'll call the Earlex factory and order replacement parts to repair it.  I cut all the connecting 
components from the plastic case ready to reinstall on a new case.  And then I called the factory 
and they said they did not have the plastic case and if I wanted a new one I would have to buy a 
whole new unit.  Ouch again.  Then I sent them a polite letter expressing my opinion that a 
company should backup their products with needed parts.  I got no response so I ordered an army  
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Howard's Corner 
(Cont’d) 

 
surplus first aid box with a good rubber gasket around the top and planned to install the parts on it.   
In the meantime I sent an email to Chris Bagby, the owner of the Highland Woodworking store 
with whom I had previously found to be a very helpful guy.  I retold the story to him, not really 
expecting him to do anything but be aware that a supplier was not backing up his merchandise. 
Chris replied that he would look into it.  About the same time the first aid box arrived I got word 
that a new Earlex steam generator was on the way to me.  And it arrived a few days later.  I finally 
had the courage to send a thank you note to my daughter telling her the story and how much I 
appreciated the gift.  At the next club meeting I will take the broken box, all the component parts, 
and the first aid box, and offer it to anyone in the club if they will pay for the first aid box.  A win- 
win conclusion.   
        For years I have verbally plugged Highland Woodworking as a great place to buy anything 
you need for your workshop.   Their catalog is extremely well written to explain how the products 
shown work for you and why they are needed in your shop.  I can assure anyone who reads this 
that there is no better place in the world to buy woodworking tools and supplies.  They care!   And, 
their newsletter on the internet is fantastic.  It is a wonderful publication edited by Chris Bagby's 
daughter, with much of the writing done by people like me who have something to say, and always 
a workshop belonging to a contributor.   
 
To receive Wood News Online, visit their website and sign up for a free online subscription.   

http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/wood-news-woodworking-magazine.aspx 
 
To take a virtual tour of Howard’s woodshop, check out his article "Make Your Shop a Man 
Cave" posted on our website:  http://www.fvwwc.org/fvww/Plans/HowardsShop.pdf 
 
  

http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/wood-news-woodworking-magazine.aspx
http://www.fvwwc.org/fvww/Plans/HowardsShop.pdf


2012 FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041                                     10 
http://www.fvwwc.org - woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Make Your Mark 

 
In keeping with our upcoming April Fools Meeting topic of “Misteaks”, I thought I would confess my 
woodworking sins and take my licks early.  Master woodworkers undoubtedly make fewer 
mistakes and have more expertise in hiding them than the rest of us.  You could argue that they 
have made plenty of mistakes in their careers and have learned to take steps to avoid them.  I am 
still in the stage of making mistakes and sometimes learning from them.   
 
One way to avoid mistakes on your projects is to mark the pieces from the 
very beginning.  I usually sketch my projects on paper so that I can label the 
parts – e.g., right side, left side, top, bottom, shelf, etc.  Before I plane, joint 
and surface my wood, I mark it with rough layout lines as to which part is to 
be cut from which board.   This helps make sure I end up with the grain 
patterns and show surfaces I want.  I use chalk rather than pencil – chalk is easily erased with a 
wet cloth.  I mark grain orientation too so that I plane each part in the proper direction.   
 
Once you have machined your material to thickness and size, marking becomes even more 
critical.  I use chalk to mark sides and edges that are to be dadoed, for example.  Mark right, left, 
inside and outside when that makes a difference.   
 

While I know I should do this, here is what happened to me when I didn’t: 
These parts are the top and bottom of a desk gallery.  Only two pieces are required, but a third 
piece had to be made because I dovetailed one piece backwards!  You can see I had 
considerable time already invested in the ruined piece and had to start it over from scratch.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t trust your memory, either.  Interruptions happen in the shop and you may not remember the 
important operation that was next when you return.   Write with chalk or use sticky notes as 
reminders.  I have a pair of nice cherry bedside tables – one is missing a highlighting groove on 
the top because I forgot a machining step before glue up.   So, make temporary marks as you 
build your projects, or you will have permanent marks as a reminder of your mistakes. 
Lee 

Editor’s Woodfiller 
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Zheng Chunhui 
Wood Carving 

 
Tom Sharp contributed this item – an incredible masterpiece of carving.  While the 
Guinness World Record is for its size, woodworkers will appreciate it more for its 
craftsmanship and detail. 
 
One tree, four years of work and an indescribable amount of talent: that’s what it took to create 
this incredible masterpiece. A famous Chinese wood carver chopped down a single tree and 
tirelessly worked on it for over four years to make this piece. It all started out with a simple tree 
trunk… 40 feet in length!  Then Zheng Chunhui, a famous wood carver, spent over four years 
creating this masterpiece.  The carving is based on the famous Chinese painting “Along the River 
During the Qingming Festival”. The original artwork was created over 1,000 years ago. 
  
The piece won the Guinness World Record for the longest wooden carving and measures over 
40ft.  Zheng’s intricate sculpture features boats, bridges, buildings, and over 550 individually 
carved people.  
 

  



2012 FVWWC - PO BOX 1041 - BATAVIA, IL 60510-1041                                     12 
http://www.fvwwc.org - woodworkers@fvwwc.org 

 

 
Zheng Chunhui 
Wood Carving 
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Zheng Chunhui 
Wood Carving 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 
 

 
 
 

      
 
 

  

 
Wayne Maier 
 
Project:  Paddles 
 
Wood:  Poplar and Mahogany 
 
Finish:  Varnish 

 

 
Dave Dockstader 
 
Project:   Barrettes 
 
Wood:  Big Leaf Maple and Walnut 
 
Finish:  Rattle-can lacquer 
 
Notes:  Scrap from Mike Madden’s 
Cradle 
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SHOW AND TELL 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
Arnie Bandstra 
 
Project:   End Table 
 
Wood:  Old Carcase w/ new 
poplar & pine 
 
Finish:  Latex enamel, poly 
clear coat, glaze 
 
Note:   not done w/ finish 
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New Scroll Saw SIG 

 

The Scroll Saw SIG has started.  We will be meeting the first Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 prior to the club meeting in Room M111 of the Ministry 
Center.  We will alternate with the ShopSmith SIG.  The next meeting will 
be April 1st.  If you are interested in learning more about scroll sawing, 
fretwork, intarsia, or marquetry, please plan to attend.  If you did not attend 
the first meeting, please contact Dave Dockstader at 
sourceror@sbcglobal.net with your name.  We will be passing out discs 
with a large number of scroll saw patterns and we need an accurate count of attendees to 
ensure we have enough.   
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Hand Tool  

SIG 
March 4, 2014 

 
The Hand Tool SIG meets, 
January through November, at 
6:30 pm, before the regular 
meeting at Bethany Lutheran in 
the lower conference room. Anyone interested in 
the use of hand tools is welcome to join us for 
discussion of this fascinating area of 
woodworking. 
 
We will learn by sharing the experiences of using 
and caring for traditional hand tools. 
 

Hope to see you there! 

Mike Brady 
mbrady25@comcast.net 

Mike Bridger 
bridger.mike@gmail.com 

 

 
ShopSmith 

SIG 
March 4, 2014 

 
The ShopSmith SIG usually 
meets quarterly.  The next 
ShopSmith SIG will meet March 
4 at 6:30 pm in room M111 of the Ministry 
Center (the building next to the club meeting 
room).  See you there. 
 
The meeting will discuss using the ShopSmith 
as a lathe, including spindle turning, faceplate 
turning and the use of chucks.  If you have any 
questions of turning on the ShopSmith, this is 
the time to get the answers. 

 
 

Dave Dockstader 
630-851-8118 

sourceror@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 

[Type a quote from the document or the 

summary of an interesting point. You can 

position the text box anywhere in the 

document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to 

change the formatting of the pull quote text 

box.] 

file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/January%202012/mbrady25@comcast.net
mailto:bridger.mike@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Lee/Desktop/Lee's%20Stuff/FVWWC/January%202012/sourceror@sbcglobal.net
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Fox Valley Woodworkers Club 
General Meetings held at: 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
8 S Lincoln St. - Batavia, IL 

On the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm  
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Visitors Always Welcome! 
 

FVWWC Website  http://www.fvwwc.org 

 

Next Meeting – March 4, 2014 
7:30 pm 

 

Program Topic:  
Clarence DeYoung 

Knife Making 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


